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Through the Deacons first nine 
games of the season, many people 
have been pleasantly surprised by 
the play of Wake Forest. In partic­
ular, the play of Howard, a 6-6 
Winston-Salem native, has been the 
most welcome addition.

His coming-out party against 
Kansas, in which he scored a 
career-high 21 points against the 
nation’s third-ranked team, put him 
on the map in terms of national 
recognition.

Howard did himself one better 
against Campbell when he scored 
22 points.

The people who have watched 
Howard mature as a player since 
his first game as a Deacon saw it 
coming. Others might not have 
because of the obstacles he had to 
overcome.

Although Howard enjoyed an 
impressive freshman season for the 
Deacons, his coaches and team­
mates didn’t give him an opportuni­
ty to display all of his skills. But 
after a summer of hard work on his 
ball handling and jump shooting, 
Howard has rounded into the 
team’s most explosive and consis­
tent player.

That flies in the face of some 
skeptics who gave Howard little 
chance of playing on the ACC level

after his career ended at Glenn 
High School. At Glenn, Howard 
learned the fundamentals well 
under the tutelage of Napoleon 
and Swandell Cloud. But at 6-6, he 
was forced to play with his back to 
the basket for his entire career. Yet, 
you could tell then that a high 
school player who averaged a triple 
double (scoring, rebounding, 
blocked shots) deserved a chance to 
play on the top level of collegiate 
basketball.

To Howard’s credit, he made 
several wise decisions. The first was 
holding out to attend prep school 
for a year. That allowed him the 
time and opportunity to make the 
adjustment from the front court to 
a swing position. Another was to 
solidify his academics so that he 
would qualify to play on the Divi­
sion I level.

Many times talented athletes 
don’t make the right decisions for 
their situations. Howard did, how­
ever. He put himself in a situation 
that would allow him to maximize 
his ability.

While some might look at his 
volatile outburst in the Georgia 
game as a detriment, that might be 
just what coach Dave Odom and 
the Demon Deacons need to get 
their program back to the top of 
the ACC. A fiery competitor, 
Howard showed that he’s not afraid 
to back down to anyone. If har-

Howard

nessed and placed in the proper 
perspective, it might be just what 
the Deacons need to get past league 
heavyweights Duke and Maryland.

\^ile Wake Forest has enjoyed 
its share of success in the ACC in 
recent seasons, the Deacons have fit 
nicely into the “nice guys” category. 
Perhaps the Deacons needed a little 
toughness. That is not to say that 
Howard is the only Wake player 
who exhibits toughness on the 
court. But he very well could be the 
most high-profile Deacon to do so. 
In the end, that could help Wake to 
hold down a spot in the NCAA’s 
top 10 throughout the season and 
make a run for the national cham­
pionship when tournament time 
and “March Madness” roll around.
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'dr the Frank Spencer Holiday 
Classic, which will take place at 
Lawrence Joel Coliseum Dec. 26- 
28.

Carver, seeded No. 5 in the 
field, will open up play in the 
tournament against defending 
Spencer champion and state 4-A 
champion R.J. Reynolds.

“Hopefully we’ll have had 
enough practice to where we can 
play up to the level of our abili­
ty,” Holt said. “Of course playing 
the state 4-A champion is a major 
challenge for us. By that time 
we’ll only have had about two 
weeks of practice.”

The Demons, on the other 
hand, will bring a well-oiled team 
into the tournament. Reynolds 
has played against some of the 
top competition in the nation, 
including Oak Hill Academy of 
Mouth of Wilson, Va.

“They’re a seasoned team,” 
Holt said. “They have two of the 
top players in the state in

Mitchell Baldwin (last year’s 
Chronicle Player of the Year) and 
Derelle Mitchell. Then the rest of 
their players are very talented. 
You look at their point guard, 
Mike Russell - he’s solid; then 
Teddy Petree - he’s outstanding; 
and then they have a great shot 
blocker in Jason McDougald. 
They just have so much. Basical­
ly, they return all but one player 
from a state championship 
team.”

That’s not to say the Yellow- 
jackets will be in awe. Last sea­
son, Carver gave the Demons fits 
in the semifinal round of the 
tournament and nearly escaped 
with a win. “We really did have 
our chances,” Holt said. “No one 
really expects us, a 3-A team with 
not a whole lot of height or 
depth, to be able to beat them. 
But the kids we have over here are 
competitors and they’re going to 
come to play every night.”

The Yellowjackets will 
counter the Demons’ size with an 
athletic bunch, led by Kenny Alli­
son, who might be the most ver­
satile athlete in the county. Join­

ing him along the front line will 
be 6-3 Antoine Wilkins, who pos­
sesses tremendous physical abili­
ty. Wilkins scored 43 points in the 
Yellowjackets’ opener this season. 
Another player who could create 
matchup problems is 6-3 swing- 
man Charles Sanders. Then 
there’s Veon McHam, a 6-3 
swingman who has a great out­
side shooting touch.

“We have a lot of guys who 
are very similar in ability,” Holt 
said. “But most of them are just 
getting their basketball legs under 
them. If we can come together as 
a team, we’ll be OK. The key 
right now for us is to just get used 
to playing with each other.”

While Holt said his team 
would like to make a ripple in the 
tournament field, his main con­
cern is getting his team ready for 
conference play. Last year the 
Yellowjackets came on strong to 
capture another Piedmont Trial 
3-A Conference crown. If they 
can do that again. Holt said those 
first few losses of the year won’t 
hurt as much.
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Kids should not smoke. Nor 
should they have access to 
tobacco products. We believe 
there is broad agreement on this 
important issue.

At Philip Morris USA, we 
are committed to dealing respon­
sibly with the complex problem 
of underage smoking. There is no 
single, easy answer to this issue. 
Many experts suggest the best 
way to address underage smok­
ing is through broad-based, inte­
grated approaches that include 
communications, education, 
community involvement and 
access prevention.

As part of our commitment 
to play a role in reducing underage 
smoking, we have created a Youth 
Smoking Prevention Department 
whose sole purpose is to develop 
and support programs to help 
reduce the incidence of youth 
smoking. We've dedicated signifi­
cant resources—over $100 mil­
lion last year—toward initiatives 
based on the key components list­
ed above. We are spending 
another $100 million against 
these initiatives in 2000.

Our effort includes support 
for school-based programs, one of 
which has been recognized for 
prevention excellence by the
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National Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and other 
national organizations. We're also 
running national advertising cam­
paigns: one that encourages kids 
not to smoke, and one that urges 
parents to talk to their kids about 
not smoking.

To help prevent minors' 
access to tobacco products, we 
support and help fund the 
Coalition for Responsible Tobacco 
Retailing's nationwide "We 
Card" retailer education and 
training program. This effort has 
helped train over 500,000 retail 
store employees to reject attempt­
ed purchases by minors.

Working to help prevent 
youth smoking is important and 
it's the right thing to do for our 
company and for our employees. 
It's also the right thing to do on 
behalf of our shareholders and 
our adult customers. Everyone 
has a stake in solving the problem 
of underage smoking. At Philip 
Morris USA, we are working to 
help find answers.

For more information about 
our youth smoking prevention 
efforts, visit our Web site at 
www.philipmorrisusa.com. 
If you don't have Internet access, 
please call 1-877-PMUSAWEB.
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THE FINEST HOLIDAY HAl
GUARANTEEJ'j

Our Hams Are The Best! 33% Less Salt, 10% Less Water, 30®/j|
Our Signature Ham 

Gold Star • Extra Lean Trim 
-ully Cooked*6-15 lb. Avg

Fioney Glazed 
Whole Or Half 
Spiral Sliced 

Hams

with your
13OMUS1AR0

Diet Coke, Spritii

Coca-Ci 
2 Liti

I Addil

BRE YER

B R E Y E R„S
I

Limit Eight 2 Liters With $101

ther Purchases At Regulj

56 - 64 oz.
Assorted Varietl

Breyei 
Ice Cref

BUY ONE, GB

Limit 4 With $10 Additional tl 
Other Purchases At Regulafl

64 oz.
Assorted Variety

BI-LO Preiri 
Orange Ju

BUY ONE, Gt
FREi
14.5 - 17 oz. Selected

Veg*AII 
Canned Vege

FOR$
Fresh And Nutritii

Sweet
Potatoe

Guaranteed Tender • All I

Beef
Cubed Ste

http://www.philipmorrisusa.com

