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Afvican-American caretaker of Mount Vernon memorialized

Family says
Sformer slave was
buried in the
tomb of George
Washington
SPE{{:}I)\L TO THE CHRONICLE

DENVER - The Mount
Vernon  Estate  celebrated
George Washington's  270th
birthday with a presidential
wreath laying at his tomb
recently. West Ford also was
remembered with a wreath lay-
ing by his descendants.

It is well documented thut
Ford, once a slave of the
Washington family and freed at
the age of 21, was a longtime
caretaker at Mount Vernon.
“West Ford had a relationship
with the Washingtons that went
beyond that of a privileged ser-
vant,” said Linda Allen-Bryant,
fifth great-granddaughter of
West Ford.

“We are very pleased that
the Mount Vernon Ladies'
Association has given us the
opportunity to honor our fami-
ly’s patriarch,” Allen-Bryant
said.

“Every year the slave
memorial is recognized by the

assocition at this _celebration
and this is the first time West
Ford will be, singled out and
honored.”

The Ford oral history states
that George Washington was the
father of Ford and this was what
gave him his privileged status.
Ford was given 160 acres of
land at Gum Springs in Fairfax
County, Va, a few miles from
the Mount Vernon Estate, Ford's
orginal land grant is now the
oldest African-American settle-
ment in Fairfax.

The Mount Vernon Ladies’
Association purchased
Washington's estate in 1858,
and Ford was retained to help in
its refurbishing, Ford died on
the estate in 1863 and his
descendants claim he was
buried in the old tomb of the
first president.

“We hope to make this
wreath-laying  ceremony  an
annual event for the Ford
descendants,” Allen-Bryant
said. “We are in the process of
formally requesting the associa-
tion for (a) dayge to hold a Ford
family reunion a  Mount
Vernon, similar to what has
occurred with the Jefferson fam-
ily descendants a1 Monticello.”

Allen-Bryant is the author of
“l Cannot Tell a Lie: The True
Story of George Washington's
Afncin American
Descendants.”
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Aegis Family Health Centers honor the achievements of black Americans. Not -
just the heroes we celebrate in the pages of history, but the people of our own
community who every day make life better for our friends, neighbors, and
families. We salute you.
At Aegis, we believe that tomorrow’s achievement will shine all the brighter
with a commitment to good health today. We participate in most HMO/PPO o
insurance plans. For an appointment at Aegis Family Health Center -
Winston East call:

Adult Medicine 722-7800

Pediatrics (pediatric and adolescence) 725-0514

Obstetrics and Gynecology (women's health care) 722-9590

AEGIS FAMILYHEALTH CENTER |

WINSTON EAST
2295 East 14th Street, Winston-Salem, NC 27105 ’
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Aegis

FAMILY HEALTH CENTERS

Bringing you the resources of
Wake Forest University Baptist Medical Center

NEIGHBORING LOCATIONS

All of our practices are now
accepting new patients. For an
appointment, please call the
practices directly or call
Health On-Call" at 7
or 800-446-2255 for 24-hour

health care information.

Peace Haven Westgate Mount Airy Broyhill Family Yadkinville
Internal Medicine 760-5400 Pediatrics 910 Worth Street Health Center Internal Medicine
1930 North Peace Haven Road 3746 Vest Mill Foad (336) 786-5108 322 Mulberry Pediatrics

Westgate Executive Center (336) 786-5108 ‘E;_‘f;tr Sl':\CII 624 West Main Street

7740710 A (336) 679-6700

Wilkes King King
Pine Ridge Winston East Internal Medicine Family Practice Newsome Family
Family Practice Adult Medicine 722-7800 1916 West Park Drive 167 Moore Road Practice
Obstetrics/Gynecology Obstetrics/Gynecology North Wilkesbaro (336) 983-3878 r1 g’ﬁ”;aﬂéeagggﬂ .
16-2255 7990 North Point Bivd. 722-9580 (336) 903-2900 36) 963- |

896-1100 Pediatrics 725-0514 i
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