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State gun control supporters pushing
bill that may reduce gun trafficking

Bill calls for creation
of special task force
and details of
-buyers' mental history

CBY T, KEVIN WAKER
I]g-i HRONICLE

2.7 Afer striking out several
times in the Genernl Assem
bly, gun control advocates are
hoping for a home run with
newly introduced legislation
that aims 1o cut the rate of gun
trafficking in the state

Sen. Howurd Lee (D
Orange County) and Reps
Jennifer Weiss | D-Wake
County) and David Miner (R-
Wake County) sponsoréd and
introduced  legislation  last
week that would create a gun
trafficking task force coin-
prised of state, local and fed-
eral enforcement agencies
The task force would be
chirged with 1dentifying and
(l‘i}l'L[lh.iIlIlg wiys o do gw ay
with gun trafficking. The leg-
islution also calls for increased
sentences for those convicted
of deliberately defacing serial
numbers on  guns and for
felons in possession of guns,
The state’s background check
system would also be revised
to  include mental health

Lee

records. if the legislation is
approved, i

(The legislution)  has
Democrmt  and Republican
sponsors, which is  really
unuspal for a gun hill,” said
Jonathan  Wilson, outreach

North
Ciun

Car
Vio

coordinator for
olintans  Against
lence.

The Ruliegh-based gun
control organization 15 joning
forces with Americuns for Gun
Safety 1o promote the legisla-
tion. A study sponsored by
AGS spurred the push for the
legislation. The study shows
that North Carolina is the sey
enth largest supplier of guns
used i out-of-state crimés,
putting it ahead of states such

as New York and Michigan.

Supporters say the prongs
of the legislation will make
cusier for law enforcement to
track the history of guns, giv-
ing officials clues 1o help end
gun trafficking

“The Gun Trafficking
Interdiction Act will be the
most aggressive attempt in the
nation to infiltrate and destroy
the illegal gun trafficking mar-
ket,” suid Sen, Lee. “Through
law enforcement, we dre going
to piece together the puzzle on
every gun crime to find out
how that criminal got that
gun...Once we have this infor
mation, i s only o matter of
time ‘before we successfully

nvestigile, arrest, prosecule
and incuarcernte the gutless
perpetrators who are fueling
the wviolent crimes on oul
streets.”

Ciov. Easlev and several
law enforcement groups have
dlso thrown their suppdrt
behind the legislation,

We are supporting this

legislition because we beligve
that the Gun Trafficking Inter-

diction Act will make North
Carolina sater and make our
officers safer,” Tom Younce,

legislative director of the N.C,
Association  of Chiefs of

Police. said in a written state-
ment. “There Is a4 major gun
trafficking problem in our
state.  Whether it is  guns

bought in North Carolina that
are trafficked up the coast, or
guns that are bought here and
irafficked 1o neighboring
cities and towns,”

Supporters want the legis-
lation passed during the Gen-
eral Assembly’s current ses-
sion. But bills pushed by gun
control lobbies rarely are put
on the fast track in the Gener-
al Assembly. Recently, gun
control groups pushed for
stronger gun safery laws and
the closing of gun show loop-
holes, both measures have lan-
guished in commitiees

Wilson calls the legislation
a “no-brainer” because  gun
control supporters insist that
nothing contained in the mll
would make 1t more difficult
for law-abiding citizens to
purchiase guns.  Supporters
also say that passage of the
till would not cost the state
anvthing because federal
funds could be used to fund
the creation and functions ol
the task force

With fimancial backing
from AGS. North Carolinians
Against Gun Violence is try-
Ing to mount a massive pubhc
relations effort around the leg
islanon, aimed al getting stite
residents so excited about the
bill that residents will person-
ally contaet their representa-
uves o Illhh_\ for the bill's
passiage

Guns bought in North Carolina are often used to carry out
crimes in others state, according to a report.

s of the Black Leadership Roundtable call for a death penalty meratorium outside of
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15 or 20 years because of all
“Ihé things we have been
In§olved in,” said State Rep
Ly Womble, o co-convener
“of- the roundtable. “Taking
=important stands on issues has
- helped to enhance the round
tdble and has given us a repu-
tation in this city as a group
that will stand up For what is
right.” :

The city's original Black
Leadership Roundtable start
«&d in the 1980s, but quickly
died out because of myriad
regson The rejuvenated
organization has kept busy
Over the past few years, the
roundtable raised
thousands of dollars to help

has also

#he Forsyth County Hall of Justice in 2001.

the flood-ravaged town of
Princeville, and taken strong
stances on o death penaly
moratorium (the group sup-
ports temporarily halting the
punishment) and the recem
school bond referendum (the
roundtable came our strongls
in favor of the honds which
passed overwhelming last
year)

The theme at lust week's
celebration “African
Americans and Africa: Keep
ing the Connectign.” Several
Liberiuns aré members of the
roundtable. Nanves of that
West African nation drove
home the theme by preparing
a4 vartety of Liberian dishes
for the occasion. The children
of Seth O, Lartey, pastor of
Goler und a pative of Liberia,
and his wife,

wias

Jag L|lh‘| ine. an

African Amenican, served as
so-called “conmnectors.” The
children presented facts abou
the vast continent of Alrica as
part of the anniversary cele-
hration

Four prominent city resi-
dents were honored at the cel
cbrution for contributing to
the roundtable, financially
and 1n other ways. The hon-
orees were Nigel Alston, an
executive a1 GMAC Insur
ance: D Charlie Kennedy, a
popular local pedidtrician;
Ernie Pitt, the publisher of
The Chromicle; and Michael
Suggs, o public affairs execu-
tive at R.J.. Revnolds.

Mayor Allen Joines was
among the special guests at
the celebration Joines
applauded and congratulated
roundtable members for their

Black Leadership Roundtable conveners Larry Womble and Khalid Griggs presnt a check to
the mayor of Princeville in 2000. The group raised thousands for the town,

work

“You have been the voice
of our community in many
respects,” he told roundtable
members, “Sometimes  you
gently nudged us into the
right direction and sometimes
you not so gently nudged us
in the right direction.”

Roundtable Co-convener
Khalid Griggs can't pick just
one highlight from the organi
zation's relatively short pust

“Each one of the activities
that we were involved in were

special in their own way.
Griges suid
Griggs said the round

table’s greatest achievement
has been its ability to be @
voice for the voiceless
Womble and Griggs, the
two heads of the organization,
insist that it is not them but

members and
the group that keep it atlomt
Pevple like, Linda Sutton, the
group’s. longtime secretary
Sutton received a  special
award at the celebration for
her dedicanion 1o the group
Sutton said the roundtable has
been a perfect outlet for her
need to be involved and
chive

“1 have always considered
myself o person who is very
interested in issues that arise
i the community,” she said

Suttgn  predicts a long
future for the current reincar
nathion of the roundtable, She
said the membership. which
hoasts people from various
witlks of life. has kept its
responsibility to the public in
the foreground and have been
strengthened by differences

TRIAD BUSINESS CONNECTION

supporters of

instead of weakened by them.
“There huve been some
trying times and some ups and
downs, but in the long run, we
have always managed to work
things out.” Sutton said.
When lrene Phillips. a
Winston-Salem State Univer-
sity professor, moved to Win-

ston=Sdlem troim’ New York
nearly four yeéars ago. she
immediately  sought out a
arassrools, active organiza-

tion., She ended her search
when she found out about the

roundtable,

“I was looking 1o get
imvolved,” siaid Phillips, who
coorthinated last week's
anniversary  bash. 1 was

ilways involved back in New
York and (the roupdiable)
allows me 1o continue to be
mvolved.”
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Eric S. Ellison
Attorney at Law

Give us a call to

find out more about advertising in the
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Practice Areas:

* Real Estate Closings

* District Court Practice

* Business Law

Call 722-8624

* Announcing Our New Location *

515 West 2nd Street
Winston-Salem, NC 27101
Phone: (336) 723-7370 « Email: EricSElison@aol.co




