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have also discontinued reading
the numerous stories in news-
papers and every magazine, it
seems. | have compassion for
those who  lost loved ones, the

I updated my calendar the
night before and talked to a
group of college students about
life beyond college and the
preparation needed to navigate

Tuesday we were all holding
hands, united as one. One year
later, racial profiling has taken
on a different meaning. Add
inappropriate comments to that

world for tomorrow?

Nigel Alston is a radio 1alk-
show host, columnist and moti-
vational speaker. Visit his Web
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brate. Colin Powell is secretary of
state. Condoleezza Rice heads the
National Security Council. Ken
Chenault is at the helm of Ameri-
can Express, and Richard Parsons
heads AOL Time Wamer. Tiger
Woods has broken almost every
golf record. Michael Jordan is
unmatched on the basketball
court. And the Williams sisters
have taken tennis by storm.

is queen of talk, Ruth Simmons is
the first black woman president of
a top Ivy League university
(Brown), and David Levering
Lewis has won two Pulitzer prizes
for his stellar biography of Dr.
W.E.B. DuBois.

In 1965 - the year the Voting
Rights Act was passed — there
were an estimated 300 black elect-
ed officials in the United States.
The Joint Center for Political and
Economic Studies recently report-
ed there are about 9,000 black
elected officials.

1 became the fourth lawyer in
Mississippi to take civil rights
cases in 1964 and the first black
woman admitted to that state’s
bar. Today there are hundreds of
black lawyers in Mississippi, and
two of my former law clerks have
served on the Mississippi
Supreme Court.

Those who say the Civil
Rights Movement didn't make a
difference did not live under the
rigid system of racial apartheid as
my generation did.

But the Civil Rights Move-
ment has much unfinished busi-
ness. And you and 1 must finish it,
and we cannot stand idly by as
more and more black children are
tracked for failure rather than a

future of success, and for prison
rather than for Princeton.

It was clear to me in 1964 and
1965 that the crucial struggle of
black citizens to tear down the
walls of legal apartheid in Missis-
sippi and across the South, and to
get the right to vote, would leave
millions of poor blacks behind
unless the social and economic
underpinnings were put beneath
the hard-won political and civil
rights. Children must have food o
eal, @ place 1o slesp and health
care when they are sick. Parents
need jobs for dignity, and wages
sufficient to suppont their families.
Their children need quality Head
Start. sound early childhood expe-
riences, and education and train-
ing to build and sustain strong
black families, black communi-
ties, self-sufficiency and wealth.
And 1 knew then, as now, that
those able to walk through the
doors of opportunity opened by
the Civil Rights Movement had 1o
look back and share their talents
and resources with those left
behind.

That's why | joined Dr. King's
Poor People’s Campaign and
began the Children’s Defense

Fund's parent organization after
his death to help lay the founda-
tion for the next movement: the
Movement to Leave No Child
Behind®. The mission of the
Children's Defense Fund (CDF) is
to Leave No Child Behind® and
to ensure every child a Healthy
Start, a Head Start, a Fair Start, a
Safe Start and a Mora! Start in life
and successful passage to adult-
hood with the help of canng fam-
ilies and communities

For nearly 30 years, CDF has
provided a strong, effective voice
for all the children of Amernica
who cannot vote, lobby or speak
for themselves. Although we pay

particular attention to the needs of

poor, black and other minonty
children, and those with disabili-
ties, our research shows how chil-
dren of every race, income group,
faith and place need help.

CDF encourages preventive
investment in children before they
get sick, into trouble, drop out of
school or suffer family break-
down. We challenge the values
and priorities of a nation that
would rather invest $30,000 to
lock our children up in juil but
refuses to provide them a Head

post in 2001. She is
the first  African-
American to hold the

post.

Start to get ready for
school. We challenge states that
invest three times more on aver-
age per prisoner than per public
school pupil. And it is a disgrace
that a majority of our current polit-
ical leaders voted for a $1.3 wil-
lion tax cut that primarily benefits
the truly non-needy people with
average incomes over a million
dollars. The top | percent of
wealthiest Americans will get 52
percent of the total tax cut when it
15 fully phased in.

We don't have a money prob-
lem in America. We have a values
and prionities problem. The black
community must lift its voice not
only to get our nation 1o ensure the
justice the prophets and the
Gospels tell us God demands, but
also to do what is economically
sensible for its children and all of
us. Only we can save our families
and reweave the fabric of commu-
nity all our children need.

In my .next column I'll share
the staggering odds black children
face and we must address.

Marian Wright Edelman is
president and founder of the Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund.
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» uses supplemental oxygen?

You may qualify for the REACT research study if you
answer “Yes" to any of these questions! !

REACT is FREE and includes:

* Regular exerchie sesslons

« Education on managing lung problems
« Lung function tests

= Free parking and transportation

If you have trouble breathing when you do daily activities and you do not
exercise at the present time, call the REACT study participant coordinator:

336-758-4958
WAKE FOREST
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Hewlth & Exercive Scienie

FAIRWAY HOME CARE
“Quality Service Is The FairWay™

Helping The Elderly Keep It Together After Retirement

Wake Forest University Daptist
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