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God does not exempt you from life’s problems

Legson Scripture: Job
2:1-10.

Lesson aims: to realize
that following God does not
exempt you from life's prob-
lems, to understand that dur-
ing trials God expects us to act
with integrity and to hold on
to our faith,

Background: The new
calendar year begins with a
series of study from the book
of Job. “Most scholars agree
that Job was written during
the time of the patriarchs
(2100 1o 1700 B.C.) since no
mention was made of the
Law” (Richard's Complete
Bible Handbook). The
unknown author of this book
of wisdom raised the age-old
question: Why do the right-
eous suffer? The journey to
the answer is challenging and
thought provoking. Job also
points out how believers are 10
handle life's problems.

Chapter | introduced us to
the three main characters:
God, Satan, and Job. The nar-
rative gives a description of

Job, his family, his wealth,
and his piety. Please note that
his fear of God is not his moti
vation but a part of his charac-

ter. Verses 6-12 record a heav-

enly court meeting developing
where Job becomes the center
of the dialogue.

Having the freedom to
roam throughout the earth,
Satap observes many things.
When God suggests that Satan
consider Job, the accuser’s
response is interesting. “If
anyone is so blessed (material
possessions) by God, why

Mildred
Peppers

Sunday
School Lesson

wouldn't they praise you?" is
the accuser’s reply. God
allows him to destroy Job's

possessions but he cannot lay.

a finger on the man. Satan’s
first assault is on Job's wealth
and his children. Facing all of

this destruction, Job's
response is found in verses
20-22,

Lesson: The second heav-

enly court is convened (Chap-
ter 2:2-3). and Job continues
to be the focus. Once again
God ifts Job up as a blame-
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move, touch and inspire, said
Executive Producer Barbara
Wilson. The Stellar Gospel
Music Awards is executive-
produced by (Chicago-based
Central City Productions’ Don
Jackson and produced by Bar-
bara Wilson. Terri McCoy will
direct this year's award show,
and Jennifer Jackson is the

executive in charge of produc-
tion. Erma Gray Davis is the
president of Central City Pro-
ductions.

Sponsors are American
Airlines, McDonald's,
Chevrolet, Merrill Lynch,

Pontiac, Sears, Sony, State
Farm and Toyota.

The awards show will air
in syndication from Jan. 26
through Feb. 24. Check local
listings for dates and times.

less and wpright man. Satan
quickly attacks that notion by
suggesting if Job's health
were ut stake, he'd do any-
thing to save himself, includ-
ing cursing God to his face.
God gives Satan permission to
touch Job's body but he must
spare his life. The second
attack of Satan brings a form
of.leprosy to Job. He breaks
out in boils from the crown of
his head to the bottom of his
fegt. UMI Direction Teacher
describes the -outbreak as a
form of elephantiasis that is
hideous, loathsome, and quite
painful. The disease is so bad
that Job sits in ashes and uses
discarded pieces of pottery to

scrape the boils for minor,

relief.

Observing everything that
has happened, his wife (pri-
mary care-giver) suggests to
her husband to forget what's
right, carse God and die. Job's
response is remarkable! He
tells her to stop acting foolish-
ly and to accept the good and
the bad from God the same
way. Scripture records that in
all of this, Job remained sin-
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Cece Winans, here
performing during
a concert, will be
one of the gospel
stars on hand for
the Stellar Awards
ceremony.

less. Satan’s prediction
failed!
Applicationi Most of us

search for, plan for, and pray
for that fairy tale ending: hap-
pily ever after. In making that
our goal, we fuil to realize all
the woes, trials, and suffering
that go along with it. No, I'm
nol suggesting that our lives
are fairy tales; far from it, But
I'm alluding to the idea that
heaven is our home but there
are some rough spots on the
journgy. Life has a way of pre-
senting problems (troubles)
that actually grow us. We can-
not forget that as creations of
God, we have choices., .
Choice ulso brings respfin-
sibilities. 1 personally don't
feel that I'm equipped®to
address God allowing things
to happen to us. 1 am, howey-
er, convinced by the Holy
Ghost that trouble comes in
our lives not because we've
always done  something

wrong.

Satan attacks Job twice
and the servant maintains his
integrity and faithfulness.
Webster says that integrity is
“the quality or state of being
of sound moral principle,
uprightness, honesty, and sin-
cerity.” That’s a mouthful, to
say nothing about Jiving it
Simply put, integrity is stand-
ing for your beliefs no matter
the circumstances, If God is
good (and He is all the time),
when bad things start to hap-
pen, He is still good! It takes
faith to hold on to that!

As we step into 2004 by
the grace of God, let’s remem-
ber who is really in control!
We don't know what the year
will bring. We can be assured,
however. that there will be
some “highs" and “lows.”
Keep the faith! God promised
to be with each and every one
of us no matter what. Let's
pray for one another and for
integrity of leaders
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Macedonia Holiness Church Of God
Of The Apostelic Faith, Inc.

Sunday Services

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
M.Y.PU 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Services

Prayer & Bible Study . . . 7:30 p.m,

4111 Whitfield Drive
Phone: 336-767-3700
Fax: 336-767-7006

{nited Progressive Raptist Church
PASTOR LEWIS E. DEVLIN

Home Tel: (336) 767-7825
Office Tel: (336) 724-1266
1 Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study - 7:00 p.m.
At E. 12th & Jackson Avenue
1122 Quincy Caldwell Circle
Winston-Salem, NC 27101

C >\ M. Olive Baptist Church

1301 E. Belews Street
Winston-Salem, NC 27101

“Let God Be God”

724-5842 or 721-1959
Sunday Morming Broadcast
6 - 6:30 A.M. - WUPN 48
Sunday School SI0AM
Worship Service 1100 AM.
Wednesday 12:00 Noon
. e EG Bible Study 7:00 P M.
Pastor & Mrs. C. E. Griy www.letgodbegod.org
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 Lift Your Voice

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Banquet

Speaker: Dr. Charles B. Jackson
Pagur. Brookland Baptist Church,
West Coumbia SC
Raleigh Convention & Civic Center
500 Fayetteville Street, Raleigh, NC 27601
Headquarters Hotel: Sheraton Capital Center
(919) 834-9900

The Martin Luther King, Jr.
Late Night Worship Service

January 9, 2004
Time: Immediately after the banquet.
Sheraton Capital Center Hotel
421 8. Salisbury Street, Raleigh, NC
Speaker: Pastor Sheldon M. McCarter

€ Morning Worship..

@ Evening Services...........coves
¢ Bible Study Every Wednesday...

Beginning June, 2003 Piney Grove Baptist Church will
have an 8:00 a.m. Early Sunday Morning Worship Ser-
vice. Join us for a Blessed Time in the Lord.

Piney Grove

Baptist Church

4715 Indiana Ave, » Winsion-Safem, NC 27106 = (136) 767-4044

Dr.. James F. Linville, Pasror
4 Early Morning Worship.......
& Sunday School........vvveicniins
............. 1 10 acm.

.............. 8:00 a.m.

veneeeer 3230 a.m

4:00 p.m
e 10:00 am. & 6:30 -p.m.

Mission Statement:*A Saving Station for Lost Souls
and Enrichment Center for Christians”

Website: www,pineygroveinc.org  E-mail: pghe2005@bellsouth.net

Do people tell vou vou're over the hill?

What il vou werr

Owver the hill, over o stream amd over an ocean

To another continent

Pastor of Greater Cleveland Avenue Christian Church, W-5, NC )

I'housands of miles from sour own

Contact Pastor Robert L. McGowens Sr.
Chairperson of the G.M.B.C. Evangelism Ministry
for more information 724-3857

Where elders are looked to as leaders

Where the process of improving

the lives of others

MOTIVATIONAL MOMENTS

with Nigel Alston

Make an appointment with
Motivational Moments on
WSNC-FM 90.5, sponsored by
The Chronicle, The Choice for African American
News and Information.

What if you're over th hill

What's over that hill anyway

Peace Corps.

Life is calling.

It’s inspirational, informative and motivational. |f

How far will you go?

Monday: 7:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m.
Tuesday: 10:20 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday: 11:30 a.m. and 10:30 p.m.
Thursday: 3:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.
Friday: 10:20 a.m. and 9:30 p.m.
www.moliv 5.C0M

Call 800.424.8580 | Visit peacecorps.gov




