
A Taxing Matter
Manager ofone tax service says employee ofcompeting

service got physical with her
BYT KEVIN WALKER
THE CHRONICLE

Liberty Tax Service and
ComproTax are battling over
more than customers these days.
Later this month, the managers
from each of the businesses will
face each other in court.

Police were called to the
neighboring tax businesses in
Northside Shopping Center on
Jan. 30 after Rosie Smith, the
manager of ComproTax, said
Tom Ramsey, who operates Lib¬
erty, walked into ComproTax and
shoved her. Smith said the inci¬
dent began after ComproTax
employees put up a Carolina Pan¬
thers balloon display in front of
the company's door. Smith
alleges that Ramsey picked up the
display and threw it into the
Comp©Tax office, yelling his
disapproval over the display.

"He said, 'I am doing you a
favor. I am pitching them inside
tonight, but if they are out there
tomorrow, I am pitching them in
the garbage,"' Smith told The
Chronicle two days after the inci¬
dent.

Smith said when she tried to
take the balloon display back to
its original spot, she was shoved
in her chest area by Ramsey. In a

police incident report. Smith also
claimed that the door was shut on
her.

Smith said she was at first
shocked by the incident. Her
shock later turned to outrage, she
said. She went to the Police
Department the next day to file a

"I could care less
who is next to me.
Business is business.
McDonald's doesn't
care who is next to
them."

Rosie Smith,
CompmTax manager

complaint against Ramsey.
Ramsey denied that he

pushed his way into ComproTax
and shoved Smith.

"It is a false charge, and I
think it has something to do with
the competitive nature of our
businesses and nothing to do with
any criminal issues." he said.
Ramsey said he was "bound by
an agreement" from speaking
about the case. He referred all

questions to his lawyer. Ramsey's
lawyer, David Freedman, would
say only that Ramsey will be
pleading not guilty and contesting
the chaises.

Smith denies that competition
between the two businesses is
fueling all of this. ComproTax, a

fairly new and successful
African-American-owned tax
service, has just been in Winston-
Salem for a few months. Smith
said she had no problem when
her business moved in next door
to another tax service.

"I could care less who Is next
to me. Business is business.
McDonald's doesn't care who is
next to them. They clqn't care if
Burger King is next to them," she
said. Smith said she thinks Liber¬
ty Tax was not happy with the
new competition. She said Liber¬
ty has called the landlord on more
than one occasion to complain
about ComproTax for "minor"
problems such as the size of the
company's advertising signs.

A representative from Char¬
lotte-based Development Man¬
agement, the company that leases
space to both companies, did not
return phone calls before press
time.

Ramsey and Smith are sched¬
uled to be in court Feb. 23.

Former slave to speak at Salem
SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE

Francis Bok escaped
Sudanese slave, author, and
American Anti-Slavery Group
activist will speak Tuesday at 7
p.m. in Shirley Recital Hall of the
Salem Fine Arts Center.

Bok's presentation is spon¬
sored by the college organization
Black Americans Demonstrating
Unity (B.A.D.U.) and is free and
open to the public. Donations for
the American Anti-Slavery Group
will be welcomed and appreciat¬
ed.

In 1986, Bok was abducted at
age 7 during a slave raid on his
village in southern Sudan. Bok
witnessed the bnitality and mur¬
der of the villagers, was strapped

to a donkey and taken north. Bok
lived for 10 years as a slave to a

northern
Sudanese
family
where he
was
forced to

sleep with
the cattle
he tended,
endure
regular
beatings,
and eat
rotten

food.
About 27 million slaves

remain in captivity worldwide,
according to the International
Labor Organization. In a quest to

Boh

further understand global inequal¬
ity, B.A.D.U. has invited Bok to
recount his experiences in captiv¬
ity while educating Winston-
Salem and surrounding communi¬
ties about modem-day slavery.

Since his escape. Bok has
dedicated his life to witnessing on
behalf of those who are still in
bondage. He has spoken on col¬
lege campuses across the country,
testified before the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, been pro¬
filed on the front page of the Wall
Street Journal and on National
Public Radio's "Morning Edi¬
tion," and met with President
Bush. Bok's autobiography,
"Escape from Slavery," published
by St. Martin's Press, was
released ill October 2003.

The black man and
the Klansmen

Author will talk about how he crossed color line to

befriend members of the KKK
CHRONICI E STAFF REfOKl

A black man who has done
the impossible by forming
friendships with- members of
the Ku Klux Klan will give a
free lecture Feb. 19 ay 7 p.m.
at Wake Forest University.

For his book "Klan-Des-
tine Relationships," Daryl
Davis explores racism by
gathering information from
Klan members, many of whom
Davis has come to know.
Davis says that he even devel¬
oped friendships with some
Klan members and has been
able to help some of them
change their beliefs.

In his lecture,"A Black
Man's Odyssey into the Ku
Klux Klan," he is expected to
share exciting and amusing
anecdotes aboi^t attending
KKK rallies and holding sur¬

prise meetings with Klan lead¬
ers who were unaware he was
black.

His methods have often
made him the center of contro¬
versy in both white and black
circles. But Davis has said that
his detractors have often

Daryl Davis

become his supporters after he
has proven his methods do
work and issued the challenge:
"I have Klan robes and hoods
hanging in my closet, given to
me voluntarily by members
who have quit the Klan since
comiflg to know me. That's
what I've dbne to improve
race relations. How many

robes and hoods have you
received as a result of your
methods?"

Davis is also a Grammy-
award winning blues and R&B
pianist who performs regularly
with his own Daryl Davis
Band.

The lecture will be held in
Pugh Auditorium at 7 p.m.

Principal Herman gets new job
SPECIAL TO II-! CHRONICLE

The principal of South
Fork Elementary School has
been named principal of the
new Middle Fork Elementary
School.

Brenda L. Herman, who
has been an administrator in
the Winston-Salem/Forsyth
school system since 1998,
said she is excited about 4he
opening of the new school,
which is under construction
on the corner of Old Belews
Creek Road and Williston
Road and will open in August

2004.
"I am looking forward to

getting to know the students
and parents who will be part
of the Middle Fork family,"
she said. "I believe that a
school should be a child-cen-
tered, developmentally appro¬
priate haven for students and a

place where parents, the staff
and the community are all
working together with the best
interests of the children in
mind."

Herman was assistant prin¬
cipal at South Fork Elemen-

tary from 1 998 to 2000, before
being promoted to principal in
September 2000. She spent
nine years in Orange County
Public Schools in Orlando,
Fla., working as a teacher,
curriculum specialist and
assistant principal. She also
was a teacher in the Garland
Independent School District in
Garland. Texas, for five years.

She has a bachelor's
degree from East Texas State
University and a master's
degree from the University of
Central Florida.

GIFTS FROM THE HEART f VALENTINE'S DAY IS FEBRUARY 14TH

JjMj
CASHMERE

MIST
19.50 TOTE BAG

Yours for 19.50 with any
$39 or more Donna Karan
Cashmere Mist women's
fragrance purchase.
May we suggest:
.1.7 oz. Eau de

Toilette Spray, $52

WHITE
DIAMONDS

*45
A 78 VALUE

3-pc. set includes:
. 1.7 oz. Eau de
Toilette Spray
. .33 oz. Eau de
Toilette Spray

. 3.3 oz. Body Cream

GLOW
BYJ.LO
s48

A 64.50 VALUE
2-pc. set includes:
. 1.7 oz. Eau de
Toilette Spray

. 6.7 oz. Body Lotion

CHARGE IT WITH HECHTS.
WE ALSO WELCOME VISA,
MASTERCARD, DISCOVER
AND AMERICAN EXPRESS.

FRAGRANCE
GIFTS FROM
THE HEART

PLUS RECEIVE A
FREE 3-PC. FRAMESET

WITH ANY 2-PC.
FRAGRANCE PURCHASE

CHOOSE FROM OVER 200 BRANDS

lerchandise varies by store Quantities limited. One free gift per customer please, while supplies las

HECHT'S
Give the Greatest Gifts

NEW! BLACK
-KENNETH COLE

»45
A >63 VALUE

2-pc. set includes:
.1.7oz. Eaude
Toilette Spray

. Deodorant Stick

RALPH LAUREN
POLO BLUE
FREE

SIGNATURE BOX
& KEY CHAIN
Yours with any
2-pc. Polo Blue

fragrance purchase.
May we suggest:
. 4.2 oz. Eau de

Toilette Spray, S55
. 4.2 oz.

After Shave, 42.50

ETERNITY FOR MEN
FREE 5-PC. GIFT

Yours witti any S50 Eternity for Men fragrance purchase, now through 2/18/04.
Gift includes: . .5 oi. Eau de Toilette Pour . 1 .0 oz. Hair & Body Wash

. ! .0 oz. After Shaye Balm . Deodorant Stick . Toiletry Bag

ORDER ANYTIME
CALL TOLL-FREE

1-800-424-9205


