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East Forsyth freshman point guard CJ. Harris has already established himself as an elite^uard in the city.

The Future
East's Harris bursting on varsity scene

BY ANTHONY HILL
the Chronicle

The future of prep basketball
looks stronger than ever at the
pv'llll piuuu |A'.]|U«/|1,

especially here in
Forsyth County.
Three area schools
start freshman point
guards, and most of
them seem to be per
forming up to the
competition
> East Forsyth is
one of the schools that
has allowed a ninth-
grader to run the
show. C.J. Harris, 14,
has done more than run the show
for (he Eagles. Harris has also
set the tone and given head
coach Clyde Reynolds reasons
to feel good about the future of
his Eagles. Reynolds, who's in
his second year at East, said that
he's never seen a freshman han-

die the pressures of being a point
guard quite like Harris

"1 really haven't seen a play
er like him in 25 years,"
Reynolds said "I've seen two

Reynolds

guys cumc up
through JV and play
just as well in varsity

Tobe Jackson and
Brian Howard. Some
people may disagree
with me, but that's
my opinion."

But Harris hasn't
had the luxury of
fine-tuning his game
on the junior varsity
lev^? He was just

tossed to the wolves this year,
his first year of high school bas¬
ketball. But he's seemingly
nourished, and handled the pres¬
sure, size and speed of varsity
basketball quite well.

"That's why he's in a whole
'nother category than the other

See Harris on B3

Kee inherited championship attitude
Coach strives to be positive role
model and successful coach

BY JAESON PUT
THE CHRONICLE

In a new yea{ many people have the tendency to
throw out th^5revjpus year's trash and make resolu¬
tions to do away with bad habits once and for all.
Sometimes, though, people reflect on all they've
accumulated over time, good or bad, then judge it and
decide to build from that point rather than disregard it
all in the name of a fresh start.

Stephawn Kee knows much about this approach.
The third-year junior varsity boys basketball coach'at
Mt. Tabor High School was distraught a year ago
about this time of year after losing in the champi¬
onship game of the David Lash Chronicle Holiday
Tournament. Kee and his team came to a resolve right
away... that next year they would win it all.

Well, things have come full circle and their mis¬
sion cfcme to fruition when they tfeat Carver in their
own gymnasium 62-46 to capture this year's title on

Dec. 30.
"We put in a lot of hard work right when school

started," Kee said.. "...That was our primary goal this
year. Our second (goal) is the conference (title)."

Kee, who graduated himself from Mt. Tabor in
1991, already knows some things about being a win¬
ner, especially on the basketball court. His father, the
late, locally great, James "Hickey" Cunningham, was

a legend here in the city.
Cunningham earned his reputation as an outstand¬

ing athlete at R.J. Reynolds, playing wide receiver on
the football field and forward on the basketball court.
He was the first African-American to be named MVP
in the Frank Spencer Classic before graduating in
1972. Cunningham passed in August of 1995. Since
then, Kee has only been able to watch tapes of his dad
getting busy. -

"Everybody tells me how good he was and that he
was the best, or one of the best to come through
Winston," Kee said.

Some of that talent was innately instilled in Kee's
blood. When Kee was playing at Tabor he. was told
that he didn't have the same fight in him that his dad
had. Cunningham's old fpotball coach Ken Hayes,
who was the athletic director by the time of Kee's
tenure, pointed it out to Kee.

"He used to watch me play and used to tell me I
didn't have enough fight in me, I didn't have that
mean streak that my dad had, and he would always
put that on me," said Kee

With that in the back of his young mind, he
Sec Kee on B4
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Stephawn Kee recently led the Mount Tabor JV squad to the lash championship due to supreme team chemistry.

Black
has best
game
of career
Former East star shines

against Maryland
CHRONICLE STAFF REPORT

Winston-Salem native
Chante Black scored a career

high 19 points to help lead
the No. 2 Duke Blue Devils to

improve to 14-0 overall and 3
0 in the ACC after dismantling
No. 6 Maryland 86-68 Sunday
at the Comcast Center in front
of a crowd of 16,097.

Lindsey Harding also
scored a career-high 19 points
for the Blue Devils. Monique
Currie
added 18
for
D u k e ,

including
13 in the
second
half.
Harding
'and
Black
c o m
bined to

Black

hit 1 1 -of- 1 1 from the field in
the first half as Duke held a

48-31 lead. Currie did most
of her damage in the second
half, including 10 down the
stretch run of the second half.
Currie became the school's
fourth all-time leading scorer,

passing Katie Meier.
Black scored 16 points

against Jacksonville State
University last season to
record her previous career

high in points. She aiso had a

career high in steals, field
goals and free-throw percent
age in that game last season.

. "She (Chante) has been
playing really well and prac¬
ticing very well,"<^aid Duke
head coach Gail Goestenkors
"It's nice to see her put anoth¬
er complete game together.
She gave us the lift that we

really needed when our post
players got in foul trouble in
the first half."

Black connected with a

number of shots, behind a

selection pf fancy moves in
the post mostly in the first
half. She continued fo domi¬
nate in the second half as well.

"We still have some areas

of our game to improve upon,
but each game helps us pre¬
pare for the next," Black said.

./This game definitely boosted
my confidence for the next
game."

Duke, the highest-scoring
team in the country, was held
about 13 points under its aver-

See Black on B3

What's up with Mike's lil' brother?
FROM THE
HUDDLE

Anthony Hill
Well, I guess there probably won't be discussions of which brothers are the

best between the Mannings, Barbers and Vicks. The Mannings (Peyton and Eli)
and Barbers (Tiki and Rondc) are obviously already in the NFL.

Michael Vick's (Atlanta Falcons QB) little brother, Marcus Vick, probably
won't make il to the league now. Ifite-does, it will be so late that he will prob¬
ably struggle to earn a spot. Marcus definitely won't be mentioned with some

of the better quarterbacks in the league anytime soon. He's not exactly ready
for the league yet.

Marcus Vick, 21, recently said that he was going to enter the NFL Draft
after he was kicked off the Hokie football team last Friday. As I read and heard
about Virginia Tech punishing the younger Vick for stepping on Louisville's
Elvis Dumervil (NCAA sack leader) in the Gator Bowl, I couldn't help but
wonder what the big d<^Twas Sure, he stepped on a guy in a bowl game, and

he was supposed to go and apologise after the game. I didn't think he should've
been kicked off the team, though Was the oflerfse that had?

"Every time I look up, it seems like this kid is getting in trouble," said
I 'NC-Cirecnsboro guard Ricky Hickman "I think he would've had a bright

. Sec Hill cm BJ
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Virginia Tech
Hokies quarter¬
back Marcus Vick
celebrates after a

game against the
Virginia Omraliers
in Charlottesville.
Vick, who was

kicked off the team

for unsportsman¬
like conduct dur¬
ing the Toyota
Gator Bowl, has
also faced trouble
off the field.
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