B2 DecemBeen 21,

2006

Ohio State’s Hunter doing big thiﬁgs on court

The Othello Humter story s

definitely one worth telling
In Hunter’s siory, he didn’t
play orgunized basketball until
his semior year at Reynolds
Ihen, he
triple-double during his  first
game with the Demons. Let me
remind you that he never did
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Hunter and Reynolds fin-
ished one win away from a state
basketball championship that
year. Then, Othello found a way
to sign with Hillsborough
Community College (Tampa,
Fla.), where he helped the team
finish with a 19-14 record in
2004-05 and & 24-6 record last
year, His team lost in the opening
round of the 2006 Flonda
Community College Activities
Association stule tournament
Hunter scored 22 points, grubbed
17 rebounds and blovked six
shots in the loss

Now Hunter 1s doing big
things at Ohio State University,
where he started the first few
games at center. Othello was the
OSU student athlete of the week
this past week after he recorded
his first career double-double
with 17 points and 11 rebounds
in & recent win against Cleveland
State. Hunter, who's a juniot, has
three games this year with 10 or
more boards and has scored in
double figures twice.

I talked with Othello last
week, to discuss how things have
been since he arrived at OSU. |
also wanfed 10 gsk him how he
does when he and Greg Oden go
one-on-one in practice. Take a
look at our conversation from
last week, before his Buckeyes
blasted Cincinnati,

Anthony: What's going on,
‘0?7

Othello: Nothing much. F'm
just chilling.

Anthony:
you're doing big things at Ohio
State

Othello: Yeah. I'm trving 10
do a little bit

Anthony: You kind of came
out of nowhere. You didn't play
at Reynolds until your senior
year and then kind of blew up
after you went off to junior eol-
lege in Florida. Tell me how
things progressed for you.

©thello:  When 1 was in
Winston-Salem, st Reynolds, |
knew I wanted to play basketball
after my senior year. | guess my
coach (Howard West) kind of
touched basis with the coach
down in Hillsborough (Derrick
Warrels). | went down there and
he wanted to sign me. | went
down there and he just worked
me real hard. Now, here I am

Anthony; Why did you wat
s0 long before vou got on the
Reynolds team?

Othello: Well, I had a job at
first. Then my grades weren't up
to par afterwards. | really wasn’t
thinking about playing basketball
at that point. 1 was just like,
whatever. Then,ny friends kept
pushing me to play. Then, | was
like, “Yeah, U'gn gonna play.”

Anthony® (Laughs.) OK.
AJ. (Highsmith) was telling me
about that the other day. He said
he had to basically talk you into
getting on the team

Othello: Yeah

Anthony: How cruzy is it
around theére with Troy Smith
bringing home the Heisman
Trophy? 1 imagine the campus
and the entire city of Columbus
are pretty crazy right about now

I hear that, Hey,

Ohio State junior Othello Hunter played only one year of high school ball at Reynolds before starting his college career.

Othello:  It's pretty crazy
Everybody is happy for him,
We're just waiting to see what
we're going to do in the national
(championship game).

Anthony: Let me ask you
what your focus is for this vear. |
mean, are you trying get better?
Is it ull about the team this year?
Just tell me where your focus is
right now

Othello: (Laughs.) It's
everything, man. I'm trying to
help us get better. I'm trying 1o
win the national title. I'm trying
to work hard and get better at the
sdme fime

Anthony: 1t was good to see
vou geét the stant in the Carchina
game, (Smiles,) I know you guys
would've loved to have golten
that win in Chapel Hill

Othello: Yeah, we could've

wis gomg o be lale lor Class all
of the tme. Luckily, my classcs

are close together

Anthony: What do you do
during your down time”?
Othello: | stay in my room
and talk o my girlinend. Cr I
just chill and wiach TV
Anthony: What your
favorite moyvie nght now 3
Othello: T t now, It’s

probably ¥CGlory Road

Anthony: If you weren'l
pliuying basketball what do you
think you'd probably be doing?

Othello: 1 don't know, I'd
probably be working sormewhere

Anthony: (Both laugh.) Well,
I'm glad you're playing busket
ball

Othello: | am too

Anthony: What kind of
nicknames ure they calling you
down there! .

Othello: They call me “0"
and Doc. My mom calls me Dodgg

Anthony: Were you named
after the Shakespeare play?

Othello: No, | was named
alter my dad

Anthony: Who would you
like to play against, one-on-one?

Othello: KG  (Kevin
Garnetr) 1 don’t know if I'd beat
him, but I'd give him a couple
buckets

Anthony:
out with free
Othello.

Othello: Hunter

Anthony: Joe Fulp (Former
Reynolds teammate.)

Othello: The coolest dude

Anthony: Howard WesL

Othello: Coach, Good man

Anthony: Andre Gould

Othello: Cool.

Anthony: The Ohio State
Einiversity

Othello: Off the hook

OK. Let's close
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be leaving 1o go somewhere in
December.

Anthony: When do you plan
on coming to Winston?

Othello? 1711 be in Winston
on the 24th (Sunday)

Anthony: Cool. Hey. I still
remember thut team some of you
formed after you gradumted. It
was like a throwback Reynolds
tedm.

Othello: (Laughs.) Yeah

Anthony: You all got
smashed by One-and-Done that
veur 1o,

Othelle: (Laughs.) You did-
n't have to say all of that. But,
yeuah we did gel beat pretty bad

Anthony: Tell me what you
thought after seeing the Ohio
State University campus for the
first time.

Othello: “Dang.” I thought 1

One-on-One

v I

won that game. There were real-
ly just three critical plays that
stomped us, That made me want
to step my defense up afier that
one

Anthony: 1 bet. Hey, do you
and Greg (Oden) go at it in prac-
tice?

Ofhello: Oh, we got at it in
practice everyday.

Anthony: Oh yeuah?

Othello: Yeah,

Anthony: Does he win all of
the battles?

Othello: 1t's like 50-50 now,
man

Anthony: (Smiles.) OK

Othello: At first, he vsed 1o
kill me. Now we go at ¢ach other
everyday

Anthony: That's what's up
What's your boy, Rah Dawvis
(Former East player that played
JUCO ball with Hunter) up to?

Othello: | don't know, The
last | heard, he was supposed to
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Former Spartan has
career-high for
Charleston Southem

CHRONKLE STAFF REPORT

Former Mt. Tabor Spdran
standout Natalie Caldwell leg her
Charleston Southern squad (3-6)
o a much-needed viclory over the
weekend. Caldwell's 20-point p\'r.
formance bed her career high in
points and led CSU 10 a 66- 56 Vi
lory over Kennesaw Swute lag
Saturday

Caldwell definitely paced the
Bucs offense. but it was-the
defense that set the 1one |.'.'u|>_ as
Charleston Southern allowed g
season-low 20 points in the first
halt
Caldwell
sparked
A T
offense
with her
solid i‘]\l_\
m the sec-
ond hall
8 h e
drapped
14 of her
20 points
in the second half alone. She
helped the Lady Bucs shoot an
amazing 50 percent from the floor
in the final half of play.

CSU senior Keena Wicker
udded 19, while sophomore Pan
Tolbert scored 13 to help propel
CSU to the victory,

The Lady Bues took the lead
at 19-17 with 6:20 to go in the first
half, and never gave it up as they
Jused u 740 mn to distance them-
selves from the Owls. A layup by
Caldwell with 1:42 remaining in
the gamg gave CSU a 15-point
lead, their largest of the game,

For the first time this season,
the Lady Bucs won the tumpver
battle, tuming it over 15 times
while forcing 23 Kennesaw State

Caldwell

UMOvers.
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Great for former Triad residents, College
Students, and past subscribers who wish to
renew their readership at our Holiday rate.

Stay Abreast of the Happenings in Your

-The latest on innovative ministries and

building projects :

- One-On-One interviews of the area’s top

athletes, from Little League o the Pros

- Thought provoking Editorials from fellow

citizens and colleagues ;

-Business updates that include |
small start-ups as well as
corporate juggernauts, and how
they effect our local economy.
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