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Alphs  Kappa  Alpha
Sorority has unvetrled o model
program al colleges and univer
sities  nationwide
where technologi
cal skills will be
Taught
chuwrge w residents
in commuminies
ndjacent to  the
schools. The amiy
lious progrum  is
pant  of  AKA's
resolve 1o give
Alncan Americans
high-end skill sets
S0 |h|.‘} will be
more competitive in the work
place and can improve their
economic standing. This initia
tve also parallels the economic
vision of International
President Barbara A
McKinzie, whose programmit
ic theme, ESP. represents
Economics  Service
Partnerships,

The official announcement
was made on April 21 &t Nonh
Carolina A&T State University
one of the eleven beta sites for
the initiative. Those on hand for
the announcement included
McKinzie, Second  Viee
President Ranika Sanchez, who
heads Alpha Kappa Alpha's
undergraduates intemationally;
International Program
Chairman  Loann  Honesty
King: Ruby Bates Archie, Mid-
Atlantic Regional Director
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While gun control advo
cites point 1o the shoolings as
dramatic evidence of the need
for tougher laws, gun-rights
supporters  kept their heads
down last week

Leaders . of - both major
political parties focused their
reaclions on cxpressions of
sympathy for the victims and
their families, while avoiding
comment on gun control

The National Rifle
Associution, the nation’s lead-
ing gun lobby., expressed its
condolences, but smd. *"We
will not have further comment
until all the facts are known,”

In brief remarks from the
White House. President Bush
expressed the nation's griel
aver the carmage on the
Blacksburg campus.

However, Bush, a longtime
champion of the right 1o bear
arms, said nothing about the
gun-control debate

Rep. Carolyn McCarthy,
D-N.Y.. whose hushand was
killed by a gunman who
opened fire in a milmad car on
Long Island in 1993, was one
of the few
members

0 I
Congress
w h o

added a
political
note 1o
her state-
ment ol

Sympa-

thy. McbDonnell
“The

unfortunate  situation  in

Virginia could have been

avoided ™ she said, “if congres
sional leaders stood up to the
gun lobby 7

In_Virginia ¢fforts w con
trol handguns typically are met
with well-funded resistance,
giving the commuonwealth a
reputation as # stile where gyns
are more easily obtained

As govemor in the carly
19905, Mayor Wilder suceess
fully pushed a measure leading
o Virginia's current  law
restricting handgun purchases
to one per month

Bolstered by inlemational
condemnation of lax U. §. gun
laws generated by the shocking
slayings, gun-control advocates
say Virginia's law isn't tough
enough.

In 2006, Virginia lawmak-
ers rebuffed proposed legisla
tion that would have given pub-
lic university students and
employees with concealed
weapons permits the right to
carry their weapons on campus

The semi-automatic hand
guns - a Glock 9mm und a
Walther - used by Tech senior
Cho Seung-Hui 1o carry out the
massacre were purchised legal
ly in February and March in u
Blacksburg pawn shop and a
Roanoke gun shop, according
10 reparts.

Virginia Attomey  General
Robert “Bob™ McDonnell, a
conservative Republican, said
in a nationally televised inter-
view that the state’s gun laws
would be part of a review of the
incident, But it is way too pre-
mature to say if any changes
need to be made in existing law.
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Whiose wermitory embraces North
Carolinag AT and Dr. Liovd
"Vic™ Hackley, interim chan
cellor of North Caroling A&T
Alpha Kappa Alpha will

wurk  with
higher edu-
cabon insu
tutions  and

other student
RIoIps L}
develop  an
L‘\l'1|\1‘|.l‘}
maod el
undergradu
le BUCeSS
and  training
program that
METVES the
community and becomes pan
of the central activities of the
instiuton

It will be administered by
undergraduates at cach col
lege/university  that un
undergraduate chapier of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority. It is pan
of the sorority’s International
Program  and 15 titled,
“Undergraduate Signuture

hus

Hackley

me—tT)_A&T to announce nati

Economic
Advancement

Program
Educational
through Technology,”

Langston University, the
University of Toledo, North
Caroline A & T,
Florida A & M
University,
Jackson  Suate
University
Northwestern
University, Texas
Southern
University
Vanderbilt
University,
B rown
University,
Stanford
University and the University
of the Virgin Islands will ke
part in the ¢ffort

According 1o McKinzie, the
goal is to instill the value and
importance of volunteering o
ussist an worthwhile causes n
yvoung adults. The overarching
resolve is to enhance partici
pants” skills and position them
o obtain better paying jobs.
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