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CCC Director of Operations David Henao and Executive Director Jim Robinsan.

Free East Winston clinic

serves many people in need

Community Care
Clinic provides an
array of services

Y LAYLA FARMER
E CHRONICLE
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The Community Care
+ Clinic on New Walkertown
« Road is accustomed to open-
+:ing its doors to the people of
SWinston-Salem. A full serv-
e free medical clinic, the
CC serves a customer base
#2of more than 13,000 local
“residents, and gave away
< more than $2 million in pre-
“scription medications last
year alone. However, it
opened its doors in a differ-
ent way on Tuesday, April
23, hosting a special open
house in honor of national
. Cover the Uninsured Week.
¥ “Generally we do some-
~_thing each year and this
+year, the North Carolina
+#Association of Free Clinics,
+*.. decided they wanted to
g:ve an open house, just as
awareness-raising event
for people, and publicize it
¢ across the state,” explained
. CCC Executive Director Jim
. Robinson.
! Similar events across the
~ mation marked Cover the
* Uninsured Week 2007, with
~ special programs designed
~to highlight the plight of
uninsured citizens and the
issues that contribute to their
‘collective fates. The exact
umber of uninsured people
iving in the US varies, but
| studies report that there
tens of millions of citi-
ens who fall into this cate-
ory, and the numbers con-
inue to climb.

Agencies like the CCC
re working across the state,
here healthcare stamistics

are equally dismal, with
more than 240,000 children
swithout health insurance and
‘a whopping 16 percent of all
* gitizens that are uninsured.
*. *“In 69 communities,
=there are free clinics where
E:\rolumeers work to provide
*medical services to the unin-
sured, people with low
incomes, who can't afford to
Zapay for health insurance and
~idon't have (access to) gov-
‘ernment  programs  like
“Medicaid or Medicare.”
*sRobinson commented. “A
“3ot of people fall through the
<.cracks and those are the peo-
Fple we help. We're kind of a
_safety net for those people
who really can’t go out and
buy access to care.”

Maria Huerta and daugh-
ter Ingrid Valencia, 13, are
‘among the throngs of peo-
ple who depend on CCC for
all of their medical needs.

“I've (been) . coming
almost two years - our
friend tell us we have free
service here, and then [
come,” Huerta related. "It
was very nice. | love how
the doctors take good care. |
reconmmend it (to friends)

~ the time."

. With the help of more

<than 100 local physicians
who volunteer their services,
the CCC is able to meet a

Medical ck Norma Ortiz.

wide variety of medical
needs. General practitioners
lend their expertise to the
clinic, as well as dermatolo-
gists, neurologisis, endocri-
nologists, ophthalmologists,
and optometrists, to name a
few.

“We do the best we can
for people. to help them,”
said Robinson.

If the CCC cannot pro-
vide the services the patient
requires onsite, they are
referred through Health Care
Access, an  organization
which Rebinson founded, to
get the care they need.

“Health Care Access is ...
a system where community
physicians accept patients in
their offices for things that
we don’t do here,” he
explained. “In general, we
can take the person who
needs care that we can’t
deliver here and send them
out for referral to other posi-
tions and for hospital care,
and they can get the care
they need without having to

~come up with money.”

Even a handful of den-
tists are on-call, allowing
the CCC 1o provide dental
clinic two days per week,
although there is a great
need for more dentists,
according to David Henao,
Director of Operations at the
cCC

Henao gladly gave tours
to anyone who ventured into
the clinic Tuesday, showing
off W comprehensive and
brightly decorated facility
that he is obviously quite
proud of. Despite the rising
numbers of uninsured in the
city, Henao said he fears that
the people who need the
CCC most still may not
know il exists,

“1 still think that many
people don’t know about our
services, people that qualify
to come to the clinic, people
that need to see a doctor,
people that can’t afford to go
somewhere else.” he said.

He expressed hopes that
the open house would help
get the word out about the
clinic, as well as dispel some
of the common misconcep-
tions about free medical
clinics in general

“It's important so thaf
they can come and take a
look, see that this is like a
real clinic, see a real build-
ing,” he remarked. “We can
offer many services, so |
think, for the community in
general, it’s very important
to know about this clinic.”
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Anesthesiology

Cardiothoracic Surgery

Cardioiogy

Emergency Medicine

Endocrinology I

Family Medicine

Gastroenterology

General Surgery

Geriatrics

Hematnlug;r;".ﬂmo!.m
Infectious Diseases
Internal Medicine

| N-ﬁphrolugy

Neurology

Obstetrics and Gynecology
Q Ophthalmology
Orthopaedics

Otalaryngology

Pathology

Pediatrics
Plastic Surgery
Psychlatry

Pulmonary Medicine

Radiation Oncology

Radiology

Rheumatology

Urology
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Phecson by Layls Farmer

The Shepherd’s Center -

contact
Shepherd’s Center at 748-0217
or visit wwwshepherdscen-
ler.org.

- Lottery terminals to
spread Amber Alerts
The N.C. Center for

Missing Persons and N.C.
Education Lottery have part-
nered to spread the word
when children are abducted
or endangered. As of May 1,
emergency notifications will
appear on every lottery ter-
minal in the state when an
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message will first appear on
the retwil location's lottery
terminal  alerting  the
employee that a child has
been abducted. The employ-
ee will be able to print out
the details 10 provide to cus-
tomers.

A&T employee earns Ph.D.

Dr. Tracie O, Lewis, a
coordinator  for  distance
learming for the division of
information technology and
telecommunications at North
Carolina Agricultural and
Technical State University,
successfully defended her
dissertation  titled, “The
Preparation of Faculty to
Teach Online.” Lewis will
sgraduate  from  Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and
State University with a Ph.D.
in May.

Lewis eamed a B.S,
dg¢gree in business education
and a M.S. degree in instruc-
tional technology from N.C.
A&T. She has been
employed by the university
since February 2005, Lewis
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EXPERIENCE *+ CU
TECHNOLOQGY =

A CHANCE TO REGAIN YOUR LIFE

TTING-EDGE

IF YOU HAVE A BRAIN TUMOR, neurological disorder or spinal
problem, you need a surgeon who has extensive experience plus access
to the latest technology. And that’s why people from around the country
turn to the neurosurgery specialists at Wake Forest Upiversity Baptist
Medical Cur'ﬁll:r for help.

Our world-renowned neurosurgeons include

*  Experts who were the first in the area to offer radiosurgery and
minimally invasive techniques for brain and spinal surgeries.

* A pediatric neurosurgeon - the only one in the region - who
helps children with epilepsy through a special surgical

procedure

*  Members of one of the nation’s most experienced Gamma Knife
teams who help brain tumor patients without opening the skull.

+  Specialists whose expertise with implanting deep brain
stimulators has transformed the lives of people with

Parkinson’s disease and essential tremor

*  Physicians who developed image-guided surgery, a way to more
precisely pinpoint and correct neurological problems.

Far more informatian about our services, visit our website at wiubme.
edu/neurosurgery. And whatever your insurance, chances are we take it.

KNOWLEDGE MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE,

Stonding, | to r: r. Stephen Tatter Dr. Thamas £l
._' \David Xelly &, Dr. Stevén Glazier, Dr, Thomas Sweasey
“Sitfing: Dr Charles Branch Ir, Dr Joha Wilkon

Wake Forest University Physicians




