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; Graduate Caleb Hooker prepares to sing his popular song.

Mike Britt speaks. Seated behind him is Michelle Cook.

Graduates
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a whole new world for
him,” Milner said of his son’s
glasses.

Yet some of the faces
young Errol can now see were
already familiar to him, like
those of his teachers, his
father related.

“He is not surprised by
their faces because they've
always been right there with
him,” he said.

Altogether, 24 children
graduated, meaning that they
have the greenlight to move
on to other, less restrictive
educational environments.
Some will move on to special
education programs at tradi-
tional schools. Others have
reached normal developmen-
tal levels and are ready to
enter traditional schools and
daycare centers.

Each graduate was given
his or her time to shine. The
teachers shared anecdotes and
other tidbits with the group
and Britt bestowed them with
their very own diplomas.

Graduate Caleb Hooker,
affectionately known as “Big
Daddy,” brought down the
house with his rendition of
“You are So Beautiful”
receiving a standing ovation
for his efforts.

This year's

graduating

class reflects avparticularly
successful year, Britt
revealed.

“This year we had five
children under the age of
three who are already graduat-
ing. who can go to a regular
daycare and will not need to
go to special-ed Llasse-\
because they are on target,
he npl.um,d “We are very,
very proud that we have been
able to get these children
ready that early."”

[t was an
moment. for many in
dance.

Damp eyes and tissues
became increasingly prevalent
as the ceremony wore on.

“This is the Tirst time in
nine years that I've been up
here. I m usually in the corner
with "a Kleenex Family
Support ('m\rdin;u:.'-r Carol
Kirby remarked.

It was a pgrticularly
poignant moment for Britt,
who handed out diplomas for
the first time in his 15-year
career,

“You get bonded to these
children; it's very, very diffi-
cult tu give them up,” he stat-
ed. * 1 was having a hard time
keeping myself together. For
me, there were two or three
today that just were heart
wrenching, but it's fabulous
news - they're ready to go on,
they 're ready to do much big-
ger and better things:”
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