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3 Effort looks to cut HIV/AIDS
among local Latino community

SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE

Researchers at Wake Forest
University Baptist
Medical Center will soon
begin researching how a
lack of trust in formal
medicine is contributing
to  disproportionately
higher mortality rates in
Latino HIV patients than
in white HIV patients
across the country

The study, “Trust and

by the Foundation for AIDS
Research (amfAR) and is expected

to begin this month.

“AmfAR is a prestigious organ-
ization to get funding from if you
do HIV research, so it's
a big testament to the
work we're doing,” said
Scott D. Rhodes, Ph.D.,
MPH, lead investigator
and an associate profes-
sor in the Department of
Social Sciences and
Health Policy. “We hope
that it will help us reach
Latinos who are at risk

Mistrust of Evidence- Rhodes for HIV and improve the
Based Medicine Among outcomes for HIV-posi-
Latinos with HIV,” will be funded (ive Latinos so they are not affect-

ed disproportionately.”

Despite overall advances in
medical care and treatment,
Latinos with HIV in the United
States have higher mortality rates
than -whites, Rhodes said. This
medical fact is especially signifi-
cant in North Carolina, which has
one of the fastest-growing Latino
populations in the country.
Between the 1990 and 2000 cen-
suses, the Latino population in the
United States grew by 58 percent,
whereas in North Carolina, the
number of Latinos grew by nearly
400 percent,

In addition to the exponential
growth of the Latino population in

See Latinos on A9

A MATTER OF LIFE

FRMNewsFolo/SheKnows com

Baby Giovanni, pictured
here, is one of thousands of
reasons that SheKnows.com
has pledged to add 50,000
donors to the International
Bone Marrow Registry by
next year. The five-month-old
has a rare immune system
disorder that has been con-
firmed in only 68 kids world-
wide. SheKnows.com, a lead-
ing women’s online destina-
tion, joined the effort after
Giovanni’s father, Michael
Guglielmo, started the Save
Giovanni's Friends
Movement, which is responsi-
ble for signing up 15,000 to
the donor registry. An esti-
mated 6,000 people dying
from leukemia, blood cancer
and immune system disorders
are looking for a life saving
donor match everyday.

Concert later this month

|will benefit burn victims

CHRONICLE STAFF REPORT it

For the eighth year, the Winston-Salem Jaycees will host a musical extravaganza to raise money for burn
victims.

The Jaycees — a leadership organization for young professionals — will hold Band Aid for Burn Victims
on Thursday, Aug. 28 at The Garage, 110
West 7th St.

Among the acts that will play the bene-
fit show are Doug Davis and the Solid
Citizens, a group that counts among it
influences legends like the Beatles, the
Rolling Stones and Aretha Franklin. Caleb
Caudle and the Bayonets will also play. The
band will be fresh from its Aug. 16 per-
formance at Summer on Trade.

Tickets to the show, which will start at 8
p.m., are $5 each. All proceeds benefit the
N.C. Jaycee Burn Center in Chapel Hill,
which opened two decades ago and has
treated thousands of patients. The Burn
Center receives the largest amount of its donations from the Jaycees chapters from across the state.

The Winston-Salem Jaycees have mide the benefit concert a successful endeavor by recruiting local
bands to donate their time and talent, local businesses to donate monetary support to become sponsors, and
volunteers to donate many hours to put the entire event together.

For more information about the concert or the Jaycees,
www.winstonsalemjaycees.org

call 336-777-3663 or go to
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Butterfield

is seeking
Congressional
kudos for AMA

SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE _

Joined by all of the
Congressional Black Caucus’
House members, Congressman
G. K. Butterfield, a North
Carolina
Democrat,
has intro-
duced a reso-
lution
applauding
the American
Medical
Association’s
formal apol-
ogy for poli-
cies that
excluded .
blacks from its group for more
than a century.”

The American Med:cal
Association (A.M.A ), long con-
sidered the voice of American
doctors, recently apologized
“for its past history of racial
inequality toward African-
American  physicians, and
shares its current efforts to
increase the ranks of minority
physicians and their participa-
tion in the AM.A.”

“The apology is important
and long overdue,” said
Butterfield, a former justice of
the North Carolina Supreme
Court. “There is a power in
acknowledging mistakes.”

Until the 1960s, the AM.A.
failed to oppose policies dating
back to the 1800s that barred
blacks from some state and local
medical societies. In order to
join the AM.A., physicians
were required to be members of
the local groups in order to par-
ticipate in the association. In
many cases, Butterfield said,
this essentially barred these doc-
tors from being part of the
AMA.

The bi-partisan resolution,
H. Con. Res. 403, has 71 co-
sponsors including all 42 of the
Congressional Black Caucus
House members. The bill has

Butterfield

_been referred to the House

Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

The resolution also recog-
nizes some of the important con-
tributions of black physicians. It
also notes the need for more
African American ddctors.
According to the AM.A., fewer
than 2 percent of its members
are black, and fewer than 3 per-
cent of the nation's one million
medical students and physicians
are black.

Back-to-School
Vaccinations

August is an exciting time as children, young adults and
their families prepare to start school. An important part of that
preparation involves ensuring that your children have received
all the vaccines that can protect them from illness. Did you
know that approximately one
third of African-American
children do not receive the
necessary vaccinations? Read
on to learn about why it is
important to vaccinate your
children and what vaccines
are appropriate for children
and young adults.

When and why should 1
vaccinate my children?

It is important to vaccinate
children because the there are many diseases that still exist and
are always at risk for returning and causing severe illness and
outbreaks. It is essential to vaccinate your children during
infancy, continue immunizations until the child begins school,
during school and re-vaccinate with appropriate boosters there-
after. Frequently, several doses of a particular vaccine are nec-
essary to provide protection against that disease. The American
Academy of Pediatrics recommends these vaccines (see
charts).

Sec Vaccines on A9




