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Hispanics, blacks share concerns about cops, housing

THE CHRONICLE

Last week's Beyond Soul
and Salsa forum was yet
another lively discussion
addressing issues that affect
- and afflict - African-
American and Hispanic com-
munities.

It was the seventh such
forum held since 2005 by the
city's Human Relations
Commission, . which s
actively seeking to dispel
stereotypes and misconcep-
tions between the two com-
munities. Although they
often share the same neigh-
borhoods and struggles, the
relationship between “blacks
and browns™ has been distant
and sometimes hostile.

There have been sparks at
past forums as blacks, for
example, have accused
Hispanics of hoarding servic-
es and jobs, and Hispanics
have labeled blacks unpro-
ductive and disrespectful.

Last week’s forum — held
Sept. 24 at Sprague Street
Recreation Center — was
informative and spirited
rather than contentious.

One issue cleared up by
City Council Member Evelyn
Terry, whose Southeast Ward
is the city's most racially
diverse, is the misconception
that Winston-Salem Police
officers have the authority to
question Hispanics about
their U.S. residency status.
Terry said Police Chief Scott
Cunningham has made it
clear that his department is
not in the immigration
enforcement business.

“Not at all,” said Terry,
who insisted law abiding
Hispanics have nothing to
fear from the police.

The Rev.  Fermin
Bocanegra, pastor of Iglesia
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Forum panelists (from left) were Alvin Atkinson, Molly Beacham, Rev. Fermin Bocanegra

and Gordon Patterson.

Cristiana Wesleyana in
Kernersville, said there are
other reasons for Hispanics
to be leery of cops. He said
he has had several instances
where he was pulled over and
his vehicle was searched by
police for no reason. An
African-American woman in
the audience stood up and
said that wasn’t unique to
Hispanics. She said her hus-
band had been pulled over
and had his vehicle searched
several times.

There were other prob-
lems shared by both groups
that came out during the
forum, which focused on
gangs, voting, immigration
and home foreclosures.

Alvin Atkinson, the inter-
im executive director of
Winston-Salem State
University’s Center for
Community Safety, sounded
the alarm about the growing

Greensboro Mayor
Yvonne J. Johnson will be

the keynote speaker for

North Carolina Agricultural
and Techmical - State
University's Fall

Convocation at 10 a.m. on
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For more information
about local Scouting you

Gloria Woods of Winston

Salem, and a 2001 graduate
of East Forsyth High,
School.

Brian Piccolo Golf Tourney

Wake Forest University
students, alumni, faculty
staff will compete
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incidents of gang violence.
He said the number of gangs
and their influence on other
young people is expanding

rapidly.

“Unless we can really put
in the kinds of prevention
and intervention program-

ming to go along with the
suppression that goes along
with what law enforcement
does, we're really not going

to stem that tide,” said
Atkinson,
Molly Beacham, of

Democracy North Carolina,
talked about the importance
of voting in upcoming elec-
tion.

Gordon Patterson of the
U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development
(HUD) talked about housing
issues. His department deals
with discrimination claims in
housing. He said its been
hard to prove racial discrimi-
nation with predatory lend-
ing and sub-prime loans,
which have resulted in
droves of foreclosures

“There are no doubts that
statistics show that minority
neighborhoods are hit hard-
est by this mortgage crisis
and by predatory lending,
sub-prime loans in general,”
said Patterson.

Bocanegra railed against
immigration policies, which

he says has many Hispanics
living in fear. He said a path
to citizenship should be
instated by elected officials
“l1 want a reform. 1 pray
for a reform. 1 hope for a
reform that will be humane,
just, that can look at each one

as a human being,” said
Bocanegra.
Wanda  Allen-Abraha,

with the head of the Human
Relations Department, said
that demand to continue the
series is strong.

“Every time we think
we're finished, we get a
request from several people
to say ‘Please don't stop
now, the issues are on-
going,"™ she said.

Future forums will likely
be done with new modera-
tors. Longtime moderator
Stephen Hairston will end his
term as president of the
Winston-Salem Branch of the
NAACP in December, and
co-moderator Juan Suvarez’s
term as chair of the Human
Relations Commission will
also end.
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HANESbrands

OUTLET
Thruway Shopping Center, Lower Level
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Hanes® Comfortwear

Buy 1 Get
0%o¢

{equal or lesser valve)

cw
Champion® Apparel
Buy 1 Get 1

50%oxs

(equal or lesser value)
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Control Top or Non-Control Top;
Sandalfoot or Reinforced Toe

%932

(reg. price $19.99 per pack)

A

Control Top or Non-Control Top;
Sheer Toe or Reinforced Toe

532

(reg. price $18.79 per pack)

e

All Kids’ Underwear
Buy 1 Get 1

50%os

(equal or lesser value)

e

All Kids’ Fleece

$500

W

All Toddler Fleece

$399

New Arrivals Weekly!

Clearance Center

Toke an Exira

50%0x

Ticketed Price

Hurry, sales end 10/5/08!

Sales are also effective at Hanes Mill Outlet at Marketplace Mall; selection is limited.
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Thruway Store is open Mon. - Sat. 910 9; Sun. 120 6
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