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Sgt. Eric Duling presents a flag to Alfonzo Boyd.

A Short Life Remembered
Family grieves the loss ofNavy Petty Officer 3rd Class LaMario Clemmons

BY LAYLA FARMER
THE CHRONICLE

The memory of one of
Winston-Salem's own was

honored in a brief, somber
ceremony last Thursday
afternoon.

Alfonzo Boyd was pre¬
sented with a flag in remem¬
brance of his son, the late
LaMario Clemmons at the
Navy recruiting office in
Hanes Mall. Clemmons, an

alumus of West Forsyth
High School, passed away
Sept. 24 at the age of 23.

Clemmons joined the
Navy in 2005.

the military's appreciation
for those who serve.

"It's just our way of
showing that their son's
service was important to us;
he wasn't just a number."
explained Sgt. Eric Duling,
who presented the flag to

Boyce. "We present the flag
as a sign of respect to the
entire nation, that we grieve
his passing."

Duling. who works out of
the Reserve center in
Greensboro, worked closely
with the family, helping to

plan Clemmons' funeral
service, which included full

militarv honors.

carefully folded flag.
"When you see one for

your own flesh and blok>d. it
lands home," he said. "...I
felt a big lump in my throat,
but I'm extraordinarily
proud."

after a brief stint
at Appalachian
State University.
He was a third
generation Armed
Forces member.
Boyd, a former
Marine, said he
was proud to see
his son follow in
his footsteps.

"It's more than
work; this is really the finest
country on earth. It's a bea¬
con of light to the world."
Boyd declared. "It's more
than an honor to serve in any
branch of the Armed
Forces."

Also grieving the loss of
their son are Clemmons'
mother, Cynthia Clemmons
Williams, and his step¬
father, Matthew Williams,
who raised LaMario
Clemmons.

Boyd and his son had not
been in contact for some

time, a fact that added to the
pain he felt over LaMario's
death.

Clemmons had been an

athlete for much of his" life,
starting from the time when
he was a Winston-Salem
Tiny Indian Pop Warner
football star. He also played
in the Twin City Little
League and on a youth bas¬
ketball squad at the Winston
Lake Family YMCA.

Singing and performing
were also his passions.
Clemmons performed under
the name "Soy-O-Boy."

The few years he had in
the Navy were very active.
He spent time in Panama,
Cuba, Ecuador and Spain.
During his time in Africa, he
received a letter of
Commendation for
Outstanding Seamanship
and Performance.

Presenting the flag to the
family members of fallen
servicemen is a long stand¬
ing tradition, and a token of

Clemmons'
mother received a

flag as well during
the funeral service.

"It's kind of a

double edged
sword," Duling
said of the duty.
"It feels terrible
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that kind of news
hut on the nfher

hand, it feels really nice to
assist the family in their time
of need ... we've become
friends outside of the Navy
as well."

Clemmons' paternal
grandmother, Janie Autrey,
and great uncle. Kevin
Mosley, accompanied Boyd
at the ceremony.

"I wanted to be here to

support my son in getting
this honor in memory of his
son, who will be greatly
missed," she said. "In his
short life, (Clemmons)
accomplished much."

Autrey. whose two sons

were both in the military and
served during the Gulf War.
said she has learned a lot
from watching her sons and
grandson.

"Through them, I learned
that that flag belongs to each
of us we're all
Americans," she stated.
"There was a time when I
didn't believe that, but I
learned to respect the flag
(from them). It's my flag
too."

The presentation- was

poignant for Boyd, who
stood at attention as Duling
extended the Stars and
Stripes to him.

"It really made my heart
flutter; I was really hon¬
ored," he commented.

Though he has witnessed
many such ceremonies
before as a Marine. Boyd
said he was unprepared for
the barrage of emotions that
struck him as he held the
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Roanoke-
W i I d w o o d
Volunteer Fire
Department, died
of a heart attack
while preparing
to respond to a

residential struc¬
ture fire on
March 16. 2008.
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of the Goldsboro
Fire Denartment.
died within 24 hours of
responding to an electrical
fire on Nov. 15, 2008.

Second Assistant Chief

Colin Thomas, 52, of the
Verona (NC) Volunteer Fire
Department, died after being
struck by a vehicle in zero

visibility conditions

hler

at a wildland fire on

June 14, 2008.
According to the

National Fallen
Firefighters
Foundation, 103 fire¬
fighters died in the
line of duty in 2008.
making firefighting
one of the nation's
most dangerous
occupations. During
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lies of the deceased received
flags flown over the U. S.
Capitol and the National
Firefighters Memorial.
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KEYNO L DA HOUSE MUSEUM of AMERICAN ART

VOYAGES OF DISCOVERY
W

Community Day
Sunday, October 1 1, 2009
2-4 p.m. | FREE
Reynolda House invites you to celebrate the exciting adventures ^

of two discoverers! See The Andes ofEcuador: Science and Spectacle
at a fun-filled, family-friendlv Fall festival!

[.earn about artist Frederic Church s artistic explorations ot the tropics and the Andes and
Charles Darwin's five-year voyage aboard the H.M.S. Beagle. Enjoy Andean music and

nice, and art activities including tortoise sculptures and cardboard telescopes Act
like an explorer by creating your own logbook to record the anrmals you find tn the

art collection and on the Museum grounds. Spanish-speaking interpreters will be on

hand throughout the Museum:

k HABKAN INTERPRET!* EN ESPANOL A TRAVtS PEL Ml'SEG.

2250 Reynolda Road, Winston-Salem 336.7511.5150 | reynoldahouse.org
U.. xf>.»h\! '.> ill,- I'M .mo..!.'." Uri..v vi:.» :

Get back to business faster with SunTrust Online Payroll and Online 401k.

Save time, money and unnecessary hassles when you get both SunTrust Online Payroll and Online 401k.

With a convenient setup and easy access for you and your employees, your business will have everything
it needs online to manage payroll processing, employee record updates and more. To learn more about

how SunTrust business solutions can help you get back to business, call 866.587.1780 or speak to your

SunTrust banker.

Visit suntrust.com/business to learn more about the wealth of online educational
resources available to you, including webinars, advice, business solutions and more.

Cash Management Financing Solutions Retirement Solutions

SunTrust
Live Solid. Bank Solid.

Deposit products and services are offered through SunTrust Bank, Member FDIC

Securities and insurance Product* and Services: Are not FDtC or any other Government Agency Insured Are not Bank Guaranteed May Lose Value
SurtTrustBanks,Incand its affiliates and the "directors, officers, employees and agents ot its affiliates (collectively SunTrust") are not permitted to give

legal or tax advice Clients of SunTrust should consult with their legal and tax advisors pnor tp entering into any financial transaction

©2009 SunTrust Banks, Inc SunTrust and Live Solid Bank Solid are federally registered service maris of SunTnist Banks, Ipc SunTrust Online 401k is

a service mark of SunTrust Banks, Inc SunTrust Online 401k is offered in coniunction with ePIan Services Inc ePIan Services Inc. is no( anaffiliato of
SunTrust Banks. Inc


