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Notre Dame
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terrific role model
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(NNPA) - As colleges and
universities across the country
celebrated their  students’
accomplishments this com-
mencement season, the news
about the top student at the
University of Notre Dame was

especially nspinng for me.
I'wenty-one-year-old  Katie
Washington  from  Gary,

Indiana made history as Notre
Dame’s first Black valedicton-
an. Katie was a biological sci
CNCCS IMa jor \\llh 4 Mminor an
Cathohic social teaching who
earned a4 perfect 40 grade
point average. She is planning
to pursue a joint M.D./Ph.D
next -~ at  Johns Hopkins
University, and she said she
was “humbled” and “in a
maode of gratitude and thanks-
giving” by being named vale-
dictorian. In a culture filled
with superficial celebrities,
beautiful, brilliant, hardwork-
ing. voung women and men
like Katie are real role models
and ought to be on the cover of
our magazines. They're who
our children should aspire to
I—x.

Katie's work ethic and pas-
sion  for medicine were
instilled in her by caning par-
ents. Her father is a doctor and
her mother 1s a nurse, and an
older brother and sister have
chosen medical careers oo, In
interviews, Katie remembered
going to her father’s office
after school, where she would
sit and do her homework and
later had the chance to accom
pany him as he wvisited
patients

She also thanked teachers
and other adult mentors who
encouraged her over the vears,
saying, “l have had so much
support, people who reully
wanted 1o see that | reached
my full potential. They all had
my best interest at heart.”
Meanwhile, her proud parents
and teachers remembered how
disciplined she was and how
hard she always worked

As an undergraduate, Katie
conducted rescarch on lung
cancer and spent a year and a
half studying the mosquito
that carries dengue and yellow
fever. She did some of her
research in partnership with
Notre Dame’s Haiti program
and helped show how human
habits in Haiti contribute 10
infectious mosquitoes” spread
Her studies outside the lab
included serving as student
coordinator of the Center for

Katie Washington

Social Concerns” “Lives in the
Balance: Youth Violence and
Society” seminar. In her grad-
uation speech she spoke of the
shock that occurred when she
visited a juvenile re-entry pro-
gram as part of that seminar
and met an old childhood
friend who was trving to turm
his life around after being
involved in the juvenile justice
svstem. Although thev had
grown up in the same neigh-
borhood, she was moved by
how differently their lives had
turned out so far

Katie also served as a stu-
dent director of the school’s
gospel choir and a mentor and
tutor for girls at a local high
school where she was able to
give back some of the support
and encouragement she had
received. In her graduation
speech, Katie also spoke to
fellow students about the
importance of being able to
move on “after the applause
stops”—and of being self-
motivated to keep moving for-
ward 1o use their gifts and
others. She is already
living out this lesson wiath her
own life. Too often. we read
headlines about young people
only when they have gotten
into trouble

But we all need 1o seck out
and hold up voung people hike
Katie who are working hard,
doing the right thing, and
excelling Katic was
mentored by adults in her
home. school. church, and
community, we can all do our
part 1o encourage young peo-
ple 1n our circles. Who knows
when we will be mentoring the
next brilliant scientist or col-
lege valedictorian? And who
knows how far Katie will go
now and what medical break-
throughs or cures she will
work on over her hfetime?
Congratulations. Katie
Washington! We are so proud
ol you
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Unfortunately, the
release of thousands of gal-
lons of crude oil into the
Gult of Mexico was a neces-
sary evil to gain the atten-
tion of politicians and make
Earth a top priority. In the
end, mavbe BP’s mistake
may spark a global effort to
save our planet

Public  officials have
walked a fine line during
this oil disaster. They must
do a balancing act - working
to please voters and
Corporate America to get
elected, stay in office and
stay in good standing with
their political party. Without
voters, getting elected is
impossible. Without cam-
paign contributions, getting
to voters is impossible, For
and Corporate
America, economic 1ssues
come first: money, money,
money. Other political plat-
form issues, such as crime
fighting and education, are
always secondary

Our knights in shining
armor will make themselves
look good at all expense
even at the expense of Earth
It has taken a catastrophic
event like this to get many

voters

THTicial White Mosiee Msodo by Choick Kennesd

One of the Presidential helicopters flies over southern Louisiana as President Barack
Obama returned to New Orleans after visiting Grand Isle on May 28.

public officials to pay atten-
tion to the environment

Scientists and
mentalists have been talking
about how human beings are
destroying the planet for
years. The fact that public
servants pass a bill every
few years to pacify environ-
mentadists 15 not a wviable
solution. Sweeping changes
are needed to save the plan-
et. Now that environmental-
ists have the world’s atten-
tion, they can push and
shove public officials as
hard as they hike

Many critics of BP have
little for environ-
ment. Soil erosion, adequate
fresh water supply. adequate

CnvIron-

concern

tood production and exces-
sive pollution are the bulk of
our environmental problems
How much thought have the
crites given to pesticides,
herbicides and steroids in
tood?” When they do think
abou things, they
diverge for fear that their
lifestyles will have 1o be
drastically changed. Since
vou critics want to holler
about the leaves and branch-
es, why not holler about the
tree and its roots?

An example will enlight-
en. Reducing consumption
of red meat by 50 percent
would greatly benefit the
Earth. Overgrazing and crop
production are the greatest

these

contributors to soil erosion
Well. cattle have to graze or
be fed soybeans or comn.
which are massively culti
vated, Cattle spend all day
cating, gething fat for mar-
ket. Great amounts of water
are needed for corn. soy-
beans., and cattle. What 1s
the actual damage to Earth
tor those steaks?
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Our economy
about 431,000
jobs  last month Goaod
news?  Only if vou don’t
count the fact that more than
400,000 of the jobs were
temporary jobs connected to
collecting data for the
Census I'hose jobs won't
last for long, and when the
dust clears, the current 9.7
percent unemployment rate,
down from 9.9 percent a
month ago. 1s likely to rise
again

Still, those who are des-
perate for good news are
clinging to the fact that there
are more jobs out there
What they don’t understand
is that people are looking for
something more than a few
months of work here and
there. Nearly seven million
Amernicans have been out of
work for more than half a
vear. What has this done to
their finances?

O1f course, the situation is

WOrse for African-
Americans, even though
Black unemployment

dropped from 165 to 155
percent last month. The 15.5
percent i1s a modest estimate
of what is really happening
The U6 number in the
Bureau of Labor Statistics
Employment Situation report
includes discouraged work-
ers, those working part time
that really want full time
work and others peripherally
connected to the labor mar-
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ket. That number dropped
last month from 17.1 to 16.6
percent for the overall popu-
lation. While the BLS does
not report the number for
African Americans, using the
same  relationships.  the
African-Amencan U6 num-
ber is at least 25.6 percent
That means that one n four
African Amencans is job
IL'\\'

This |Hh!|."\~
means that some economists
are willing and able to have
conversations about the Wiy
the economy 1s  turning
around, even as only a few
people feel the impact of the
turnaround, Some of the
numbers do look good, but
the numbers that matter - the
unemployment rate numbers,

recovery

are stuck. How can the
economy recover without
generating jobs and what

does this mean i the long
run’

We should all be appre-
hensive about public policy
that does not embrace job
creation, because at the basis
of economic viability is an

individual®s ability to earn

and spend Without jobs.
that just won't happen
As. an ecopomist, my

focus on the labor market 1s
usually about work and pay
Several experiences in the
last few months have forced
me 1o on the
human consequences of high
unemployment, including
the mental health conse-
quences of being jobless in a
culture that savs thyt what

tocus, also,

you do 1s who vou are. | met
a woman who had been
downsized from her job at

6l

She told me, despondem
ly. that she would probably
never work aigain because of
her age. Her aura was one ol
someone ! battered and life-
less She asked me, a
stranger, why her company
could have done that to her
Part of me wanted 1o ask if
she ever read the headlines
Part of me wanted 1o give her
a hug

A young White man who
1s @ 2009 graduate of a pres-
tigious college delivered my

room service, just a few davs
ago,  Personable and posi
tive. he shared, as we talked,
that he worked about 20
hours a week at the hotel
His major is communica-
tions, but after sending out
more than 100 resumes and
tapes, he has no job offers.

So he is waiting tables,
delivering  room  service,
keeping his chin up, and gqui-
etlv dying. He said he could
hardly bear to look at his
dad, a man who had invested
in his education

“I'm still hving at home,”
he told me. 1 should be out
doing things.”

This crisis knows no race

or gender, but  African-
Americans are being hit
harder than most.  Public

policy has to address this. It
15 unconsciounable that we
should talk economic recov-
ery while people are not
working. while people are
suffering. And we have to
consider the many ways out
society pains because of job-
lessness. There 1s a malaise
that has infected our society
because of this high unem-
ployment. Our mental and
emotionial health has been
alfected by this unemploy
ment. And we are all to guict

about 1t because we don't
know what to do next. Here
15 what we lmust do we

must push our legislators to
address high unemployment
And we must protect the
long term unemployed by
extending their long-term
benefits. A jobless recovery
IS no recovery, but instead i
Is a joke
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