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10am (place THD):
ministries from the Triad

Love Out Loud Executive Producer Chuck Spong.

MostT WONDERFUL
TIME OF THE YEAR

Program aims to recruit droves of holiday volunteers

BY LAYLA FARMER
'HE CHRONICLE

Area non-profits may
receive unprecedented levels
of volunteer assistance this
holiday season, thanks to the
inception of an ambitious
new project.

“Love Out Loud: 30
Days, 30 [Initiatives, |
Choice” is a month-long ini-
tiative that aims to deploy
hundreds of volunteers into
the community to aid non-
profits with a wide variety of
missions, according to Chuck
Spong, executive producer of
the program and the arts pas-
tor at Winston-Salem First, a
mega church near Wake
Forest University

“Our goal isn’t 1o build a
ministry, our goal is simply
to partner with people who
are already doing that work
and fuse them with people
who are willing to serve,” he
explained. “We feel strongly
that we were literally sup-
posed to bé as comprehensive
as we can be.”

Love Out Loud is the
result of the collaboration of
more than 30 local churches
They came together two
years ago to host Christmas
tor the City, an ongoing free
three-day event that offers
services, activities and enter-

tainment
Spong said Love Out
Loud was inspired by a

Thanksgiving event Winston
Salem First hosted last year
The church had planned 1o
assemble and distribute 100
baskets of Thanksgiving
goodies to needy families
Four hundred members of the
church’s congregation
showed up to volunteer for
the effort. Spong said the the
turnout proved that people
have a desire to help their fel-
low man,

“We feel like a lot of the
church culture and the cul-
ture at large 1s embracing
their responsibility to give
back to the community,” he
said

Six volunteer leaders will
serve during the 30-day pen-
od. Each will be given a
theme based on the scripture
Martt 25: 34 (I was hungny
and you gave me something
to eat ...) and a block of days
on which to organize their
teams of volunteers to serve
identified needs.

“You can’t be everything
to everybody, and there’s so
many nonprofits out there
that are already doing the
work,” said Winston-Silem
First’s  Outreach  Pastor
Stephen Powell *(This
effort) is just a way of com-
ing alongside someone and
then helping them with the
customers that they serve and
their staff, to help accomplish
their goal.”

The objective is for the
volunteers to find a cause
they can be passionate about,
uplamnd Powell.

“Hopefully, it opens up
other opportunities for peo-
ple to build relationships, to
understand what nonprofits
really do and 1o become a
part of that,” said Powell,
who also heads the church’s
transitional housing facility
for ex-offenders. "By learn-
ing about a nonprofit and the
work that they do, and then
going to help out, (volun-
teers) may find a place that
they will continue to volun

=

Outreach Pastor Stephen Powell is taking part.
teer.” has called us to do. It's a
The effort will require  walk of faith and we're

substantial planning and con
siderable community support
in order to be successful, but
Spong said he 1s confident
that city residents are up for
the task

“We're clearly not pro-
ceeding with caution;
actually kind of proceeding
with abandon,” he declared
“We feel hike it's what God

we e

swinging for the fences.”
Love Out Loud: 30 Days
WO Initianives, | Choice will
taki ,"rJu'J( Now. 23-Dec. 22
2000, For more nformetion
or o régister vour nonprofit
volunteers, visit
www.christmasforthecitv.com
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Christmas for the Cirv will

be held'Dec. 21-23
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FREE PROSTATE CANCER SCREENING

THURSDAY, SEPT. 16
6p.m.-8Bpm.

By appointment only

call 336-716-2255

SATURDAY, SEPT. 18

7am.-10 a.m.
No appointment needed

Downtown Health Plaza of Baptist Hospital
1200 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Winston-Salem
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1 children, is a finalist 10
$50,000 in the Pepsi
Project. The agency
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secure the funds.

The public can vote for
finalist agencies at
wwmﬁuum-ythmg.cm\/f

orsyth or sign

up or vote from a mobile

by texting 102312 w©

i (73774). Swandard text

messaging rates apply. The

top 10 vote-getters in each
category win.

Pepsi is giving away mil-
lions each month to support
good ideas that make a posi-
tive impact in the community.
Family Promise needs the
funds to operate its Interfaith
Hospitality Network and Day
Center, which helps parents
get back on their feet and chil-
dren to stay in school.

“You may vote once a day
until September 30.” says
Debbi Butner, executive
director of Family Promise.
“We encourage supporters 10
add it to their daily ‘to do’ list
and to ask friends and family
to vote, 100. The number of
homeless families is increas-
ing at an alarming rate — they
need our help.”

Food for the hungry raised
during football game
The 14th Annual Soup

Bowl football game and food

drive between Greensboro

College and crosstown rival

Guilford College Saturday

night collected 7,119 cans of

food for the Greensboro

Urban Ministry homeless

ministry and Second Harvest

Fans coming 10 the game,
held this year at Guilford's
Armfield Athletic  Center,
received free admission in
exchange for two cans of
food. Guilford supporters con-
tributed 4,519 cans, while
Greenshoro fans contributed
2.600. Both colleges also held

dinator of the Village 401 pro-
gram and a volunteer with the
government anti-poverty pro-
gram  AmeriCorps  Vista.
Village 401 is a community-
outreach effort to benefit the
people and institutions that
share the college’s 27401 zip
code. It is part of the NC.
Campus Compact, an umbrel-
la organization for community
Service programs on more
than two dozen N.C. college
campuses.

Author at WSSU

Zee Edgell, retired Kent
State University English pro-
fessor and the first Belizean
author whose work reached an
international audience, will
speak at Winston-Salem State
University (WSSU) at 3 pm.
on Sept. 10, in 228 Hall-
Patterson Building.

In addition o Edgell’s
visit 1o WSSU, she will also

participate  in Bookmarks
Festival of Books on
Saturday, Sept. 11 from 10

am. -5 p.m. Edgell’s program
will be held from 2:30 - 3:15
pm. in Artworks Gallery on
Sixth and Trade Streets in the
downtown Arts District.
Considered Belize's prin-
cipal contemporary writer, she
is the author of four novels.
Her first novel, “Beka Lamb”
has become a modern classic
of Caribbean Literature, An
entire generation of people in
the Caribbean read “Beka
Lamb™ as pant of their high
school literature curricula.
Edgell was born in Belize
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