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Hair Today, Gone Tomorrow

Well-known business owner makes personal
sacrifice on 9/11 Day of Service

BY TODD LUCK
THE CHRONICLE

Vivian Joyner is as well known
for her endless dreadlocks as her
Trade Street edtery, Sweet Potatoes,
15 for its stellar eats and long line of
customers.

While Sweet Potatoes is still the
most popular place downtown to
grab lunch and dinner, Joyner's salt
and pepper mane is no more

On Sept. 11 - billed as a National
Day of Service in honor of the vic-
tims of the terrorists attacks that
occurred nine years ago — Joyner sac-
rificed her mane for a worthy cause
She was among the 104 men and
women who publicly had their heads
shaved during a Saint Baldrick
Foundation fundraising event to ben-
efit childhood cancer research.

The brave souls faced a large

crowd and the clippers on a
makeshift stage in  front ol
Finnegan's Wake - a restaurant just a
hop. skip and jump from Sweet
Potatoes. The event took place amid
the annual BookMarks Festival of
Books.

As Joyner took her seat in one of
the four barbershop chairs, emcee
Roger Rutlege got the crowd fired-up
while encouraging the on-lookers to
make cash donations in honor of the
“shavees.” Joyner’s turn in the chair
immediately piqued the crowd’s
interest. Hers were no ordinary tress-
es. Joyner’s dreads extended well
below her waist. She had spent the
last 16 years giving them lots of ten-
der-loving-care.

Cheers and donations were quick-
ly made in support of Joyner. They
increased as a volunteer barber took

See Joyner on A0

Vivian Joyner before and after her daring haircut.
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Forsyth Tech turns 50
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