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order put forth by the N.C.
NAACP’s attorneys, the

f “protects
Americans’ fundamental
right to vote by ... requir-
ing that states meet certain
requirements before can-
celling a voter’s registra-
tion on the basis of a
change in residence.
Specifically, states must
either (1) receive written

%

confirmation from the
voter that he or she has

ing-period provisions. In

been purged, 3,900 of them
in Cumberland County
alone.

The state Board of

tions of all of those purged.

going to spend a tremen-
dous amount of time.”
Meanwhile both
Trump, and his vice presi-
dential running mate,
Indiana Gov. Mike Pence,
have made multiple visits
to North Carolina over the
past two weeks alone, and
with good reason. The
Republican Party is strong
in North Carolina, and
throughout  presidential
electoral history, it has
been reliably conservative
in electing the top of the
ticket by wide margins
from Richard Nixon in
1968 to George W. Bush in
2004, the only detour being
in 1976 when peanut
farmer and Georgia Gov.
Jimmy Carter, a Democrat,
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temporarily broke the
North Carolina mold.
Barack Obama’s

14,777~ vote squeaker over
John McCain in 2008 cre-
ated shockwaves, showing
that a progressive
Democrat could win in the
South again with the’ right
coalition of African-
Americans, young people
and women. In 2012,
President Obama lost
North Carolina to
Republican Mitt Romney
by just 100,000 votes
statewide, though he won
re-election overall. While
the black vote turned in
strong numbers, a dip in
Obama’s white voter sup-
port created the North
Carolina deficit.

But observers noticed
subtle changes to the state’s
voting population, even
though the Republicans
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legislature.
Carolina’s urban centers of
Charlotte, Greensboro and
Raleigh were growing with
more moderate and pro-
gressive out-of-state resi-
dents, while the state’s
mostly rural enclaves were
shrinking in population.
Democratic strategists saw
the population shift as
something they could
exploit, while Republicans
surmised that rural and
small town voters, who
tend to be older and more
conservative, in eastern
North Carolina particular-
ly, were dependable
enough to stay in the fold.

Thus, we've seen the
Trump campaign focus on
areas like Kinston,
Wilmington and
Greenville, while Hillary
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Visit the Forsyth County Board of Elections website at
www.forsyth.cc/Elections/ for the following information:

* See the complete list of Early Voting sites, dates, and times;
¢ Get your sample ballot;

¢ Find your Precinct Voting Site for voting

on Election Day, Tuesday, November 8.
~ No Voter ID required.
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Dintsict Separvine:

Clinton has focused on
cities. like Charlotte,
Raleigh and Winston-
Salem to draw college stu-
dents, African-Americans,
and of course, women.
Each campaign vying to
cultivate where it thinks
North Carolina strength is.

The result — polls in the
last several months that
have shifted back and forth
between Trump and
Clinton, illustrating a phe-
nomenon analysts believe
is still happening. North
Carolina is becoming more
of a mid-Atlantic state like
Maryland, and less of a
Southern state like South
Carolina. Thus the tension
that many analysts suggest
makes North Carolina a
must-watch state on elec-
tion night.

“North Carolina could
be the state where the pres-
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“l will work hard to
find solutions to
the problems that
affect the citizens of
Winston-Salem.”

—Jeff Macintosh
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idential contest has the
biggest effect on down-bal-
lot elections, influencing
key races from U.S. Senate
to governor and other criti-
cal races that could dramat-
ically change the political
direction of the state,”
states the online magazine
Facing South. “What
makes North Carolina
unique in 2016 is the num-
ber of close races where
coattails from the presiden-
tial election could tip the
balance. For example,
North Carolina is the only
state in which races for
president, U.S. Senate and
governor are all rated

"toss-ups" by the Cook
Political Report”

Add to that the fact that
so far, North Carolina’s
early voting numbers since
Oct. 20 show Democrats
turning out in larger num-
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bers than Republicans, but
Republicans expected to
dominate on Nov. 8, and
it's anybody's guess who
will win the state, The lat-
est Elon University poll
issued Tuesday shows the
race too close to call
between Clinton and
Trump in North Carolina at
42 percent each. If there is
one bit of encouraging
news for Democrat
Clinton, however, it’s that
according to the polls, her
support among African-
Americans is solid, with
100 percent saying that she
has their vote over Trump.

Blacks are 2 of every
10 voters in North
Carolina, while whites are
7 of every 10, according to
the most recent U.S.
Census figures.
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