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Commissioners received letters n g the

o its job applications from a coalition of about 100 people

from various churches, nonprofits and civic
coordinated by the All God’s Qﬂﬁwm%ﬂlu
- Knollwood Baptist Church.
The resolution, which mvedmuﬂmmonl.
authorized the creation of a Fair Chance
Policy to ensure those with criminal convictions that are
not related to the job they're applying for get fair consid- .
eration. Language from an earlier proposed resolution that
said the county encourages private to do the
same thing, which Commissioner Gloria W was
uncomfortable with, was not present im ﬂnﬁﬂm
County staff are formatting the Fair Chance policy and
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expected complete by late 2021.
mwhe also approved $115 million in Limited
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A deal between the city and county to support the
Smith Reynolds Airport is now off, once again opening up
the possibility of the airport being de-annexed.

In 2015, Forsyth County, which owns the airport,
asked the City of Winston-Salem for an exemphon for
stormwater fees on runways and taxiways, arguing the
money is better spent on the airport’s capital needs. When
the measure didn’t make it past committee, some county
commissioners wanted to pursue de-annexing the airport
out of the city so it wouldn’t have to pay any city fees and
taxes.

In 2016, the city and county struck an agreement that
they’d both give the airport up to $150,000 a year for eight
years, contingent on the money being approved annually
and Smith Reynolds remaining a part of the city. This first
payment was made for the 2016-2017 fiscal year, but the
county still asked local lawmakers for legislation exempt-
ing government entities from stormwater fees.

Commissioner Ted Kaplan suggested starting small
with a law just exempting runways and taxiways and N.C.
Rep. Debra Conrad agreed. That law passed the General
Assembly last year and went into effect on Jan. 1 for all
public and military airports in the state.

The city said this reduced the airport’s stormwater fees
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by $46,176.36 and late last year the City Council
approvedredumngdl:wbyabmﬂthatmuch s0
it would give the airport up to $100,000 a year.

The Forsyth County Airport Commission

m'pm voted  against

airport

$100,000 offered by the
city or any matchmg coun-
ty funds.

County Commissioner
Tad Kaplan, who serves on the Airport Commission, said
the city unilaterally changed the deal. He said the city’s
resolution on the agreement did not mention stormwater
fees and was instead contingent on the airport staying in
the city. He said without the deal, the county is open to
pursue de-annexing the airport, which will require action
from the General Assembly.

“We had a problem, so the city wanted to help with the

airport’s capital projects so we came to an agreement,”
said Kaplan. “They decided to change it on their own, so

File Photo
Smith Reynolds A E
located on Liberty Street,
was the beneficiary of a
deal between the city and
the county that recently
fell through.

deal is off

here we are.”

However, the city sees things differently. City
Manager Lee Garrity and Assistant City Manager
Derwick Paige both said they felt it was implicit in the
deal that the airport pay its full stormwater fees.

“We didn’t change the deal, they didn’t pay stormwa-
terfeesof$46.000 so as a result, we reduced our contri-
bution,” said Paige.

Airport Commission Chair Scott Piper said that he did-
n’t feel that paying full stormwater fées was implied in the
deal and felt the city abruptly walked away from the
agreement by cutting its support by a third. He said the air-
port had planned :tsbudgeta.roundlheﬁ.ﬂjamountand
without the deal, the airport is leaving its options open on
de-annexation.

County commissioners also expressed their displeas-
ure last week. Don Martin called it “unacceptable,” which
Dave Plyler agreed with. Fleming El-Amin said he was
disappointed in the city. Everette Witherspoon said the
airport was the only thing going on ecmt icall in
that area of the city, but that city taxes and fe
uncompetitive with other airports in the

aren’t
part of a city, such as Piedmont Triad Inuum«ml
Airport in Guilford County. Witherspoon called de-
annexation “extreme,” but was wiling to listen to the
Airport Commission on the matter.

TRURSBAY. Baly 38 . AESEE

[ “,‘.N_-.mu-u r

E| 52 weeks for just $18!

This special offer applies to new subscribers and those who have not received
mail delivery in the past three months. Limited time offer.

M Yes, send me The Chronicle! Enclosed is my check.

Your Choice for Community News!

WWW., wschromdn

CONT AC

www.wschronicle.com
1300 E. Fifth St., Winston Salem, N.C. 27101

LING

Name
Address
City. State Zp
Email
To order mail delivery by phone,
call (336) 722-8624, ext 100.
Relwew b §
THE CHRONICLE
P.O. Box 1636
om ; i horbin
FHE € HRON icle (USPS 067-910) was established by

To send news items: email news@wschronicle.com
TosmdaLanertomEdmr(SSOwadlorhu}orm
wsdarank:b

Main Phone Number: 336-722-8624 (550 words or less): email letters@ com
T For email ok
Advertising: Ext. 113 mg""‘wﬂ' i oo Like:us 6 Faosbook:
Circulation/Subscriptions: Ext. 100 g ; i facebook.
i or subscriptions: emai it
Editor: Ext. 108 plewis@wachronicle.com WMNW.

H. Piuandeumegcmonyem!W4mdlserhﬂnd

: pomgepaxanmmealem NC. Annualsutpcnp—

Chronicle Media
ifth St., &by

Salem, N.C. 27101. Penod:cnh

price is $30.72.

POSTMASTER: Send address es 1o;
-The Chronicle, P.O. Box 1636
Wmd!-Salun NC 27102-1636

v v




