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The Life of a Panther
On June 15, 1969, J.

Edgar Hoover and the 
FBI (Federal Bureau of 
Investigation) declared 
“the Black Panther Party 
without question, repre
sents the greatest threat 
to internal security of the 
country.”

That same year 19 
members from different 
BPP chapters across the 
country were killed. And 
BPP chapters became one 
of the FBI’s biggest tar
gets. Hoover’s plot to dis
mantle the BPP was part of 
a program called COIN- 
TELPRO, a series of ille
gal projects that started in 
the 1950s and was aimed 
at infiltrating and disman
tling American political 
organizations.

“At the time when we 
were formulating and join
ing, we were in the middle 
of the onslaught by J. Ed
gar Hoover and the FBI to 
destroy the party,” Mack 
continued. “But it wasn’t 
just the Party, they did the 
same thing to any organi
zation or person that was 
about the business of mov
ing our people forward. 
They were about killing 
and there was no doubt 
about it.”

Mack said it wasn’t a 
secret that they were being 
watched by the FBI and at 
times agents would go out 
of their way to let mem
bers know.

“I remember vividly 
walking down Liberty 
Street with Larry (Little) 
one day when the guy who 
was assigned to watch us 
rode down the street and 
made finger gestures as if 
he was going to shoot us,” 
Mack said. “There was al
ways this game of intimi
dation.”

There were also times 
when the FBI used real 
guns and live ammo to 
try to send their message. 
Mack recalled one sum
mer when the FBI and 
members of the Winston- 
Salem Police Department 
shot into a home on 23rd 
Street where several Pan
thers lived. Before the 
raid, Mack said law en
forcement tried to frame 
members of the Party for 
stealing a truck full of 
meat.

“They sent a Black 
man with a meat truck to 
the house where people 
were living and who said 
he was donating meat to 
the program. He parked 
the truck there and left it 
so they said we stole that 
truck and they used that as 
pretense to shoot into that 
house on 23rd Street. They 
tore that house up with 
bullets; they shot in there 
to kill,” she said.

Luckily there weren’t 
many people in the house 
that day and no one was 
injured. Mack said there

were only two people in 
the house, an older gentle
man they called “Papa 
Doc” and a teenager who 
law enforcement let go. 
Although he wasn’t there 
at the time, the president 
of the local chapter, Larry 
Little, was arrested and 
charged, along with Papa 
Doc.

“They ended up charg
ing Larry, Papa Doc and 
somebody else who wasn’t 
even there,” Mack chuck
led. “The funny part is, 
Papa Doc couldn’t even 
drive. So the man that they 
charged with driving the 
truck never drove, never 
had his license, and ev
erybody knew he couldn’t 
drive. So it was funny in 
some ways, but we had to 
go through a trial for that.”

Another time law en
forcement was openly 
violent. They targeted 
the local BPP headquar
ters when it was on 14th 
Street and Jackson Av
enue. According to Mack, 
the headquarters on 14th 
Street was fortified and 
nearly impossible to over- 
nm. “That was not a house 
that they were going to run 
up on because there was 
no way to get in, so they 
fire-bombed the house,” 
Mack said.

At the time of the 
bombing, most of the 
members were in Phila
delphia attending a con
ference hosted by the Na
tional BPP and no one was 
injured.

Mack said members 
of the Party had an under
standing that they had a 
target on their backs and 
probably wouldn’t live 
past the age of 30, but that 
was a sacrifice they were 
all willing to make.

“At that moment, to 
Hoover and the FBI we 
were the most dangerous 
organization in the coun
try, which is why they had 
to kill certain people ... 
and they did have to kill 
us because we weren’t 
going to stop,” Mack con
tinued. “Our goal was to 
stop the oppression of our 
people on a daily basis and 
nothing was going to stop 
that.”

Life after the Party
The Winston-Salem 

chapter of the Black Pan
ther Party stayed active in 
the community until 1978, 
but that didn’t stop Mack 
and other members of the 
Party from continuing 
fighting against oppres
sion.

Mack decided to take 
her fight to the courtroom 
and in 1980 she graduated 
from Temple University 
School of Law. In 1986 
Mack started working for 
Legal Aid of North Caro
lina (LANC) were she 
worked for more than 30 
years before retiring in 
2016. While with LANC, 
Mack served as regional 
managing attorney and 
project director of the
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“In my mind I was go
ing to law school to better 
serve people and when 
I graduated law school I 
still wanted to serve the 
people, so I went into le
gal services first in Phila
delphia, then I came back 
home,” she said.

In fall of 1997, with 
the help of a group of 
determined people in 
Forsyth County, Mack 
opened Carter G. Wood- 
son School, a public char
ter school that adheres to 
basic curriculum require
ments of the state, but has 
several advantages, such 
as new and innovative ap
proaches to improve on 
standard education prac
tices.

Mack said she started 
looking into alternative 
learning options a few 
years before the school ac
tually opened. She wasn’t 
happy with the way her 
daughter was being treated 
in public school and she 
wanted to try something 
new. “My baby girl was 
not doing well in school 
and as I tried to get more 
involved, I realized it 
wasn’t that easy. I was in 
the building a lot and I saw 
how children were being 
treated and I wasn’t hap
py,” she said. After home 
schooling her daughter for 
a few years, Mack said she 
saw other parents having 
the same issues and started 
laying the foundation for 
the school.

“I saw an opportuni
ty,” Mack said. “I put an 
announcement on a local 
radio station that basically 
asked parents to meet me 
at the East Winston Li
brary on a Saturday morn
ing and when I got there, 
it was standing room 
only and I knew I wasn’t 
alone.”

Today Carter G. 
Woodson serves students 
in grades K-12 and of
fers free tuition and bus 
transportation to and from 
many neighborhoods 
throughout the city.

Although she has offi
cially retired, Mack is still 
working to uplift the com
munity. She is the owner 

of Other Suns, a multi-use 
business space where en
trepreneurs can rent space 
to sell their own products 
and services.

For her dedication to 
uplift those in need, in 
2016 Mack was awarded 
the Lifetime Achievement 
Award at The Chronicle’s 
Annual Community Ser
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vice Awards.
Wlien thinking back 

on her journey through life 
and her accomplishments, 
Mack said, “The best 
training I ever had for life 
was in the Black Panther 
Party. The best education 
I received in life was the 
years I spent in the Black 
Panther Party because it

WAKE FOREST

taught me that I could do 
anything that I put my 
mind to,” Mack continued.

“My experiences in 
life, with the help of Al
mighty God, have always 
been, take what you have 
and make what you want 
with it, and it all started 
with the Party.”
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