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HBCUs seeing increase 
in enrollment

BY STACY M. BROWN

Howard University 
enjoyed a more than 15% 
enrollment increase during 
the pandemic and officials 
at the historically Black 
college expect those num­
bers to increase this fall.

“This has the potential 
to be our largest fresh­
man class ever,” Anthony 
Wutoh, Howard’s provost 
and chief academic officer, 
told reporters.

Up north from D.C., 
Bowie State reportedly

as the ills of society,” Wu­
toh told NBC News.

At Morgan State Uni­
versity in Baltimore, two 
gifts from philanthropists 
MacKenzie Scott and Cal­
vin and Tina Tyler totaling 
$60 million have assisted.

The Biden-Harris ad­
ministration eliminated 
millions of dollars in debt 
through the Coronavirus 
Response and Relief Sup­
plemental Appropriations 
Act.

In May, university 
officials noted they had

Morgan,” university Presi­
dent David Wilson told 
universitybusiness.com.

“What we’ve put in 
place here at the university, 
in terms of programs and 
opportunities, is unique 
and attractive to both tra­
ditional and nontraditional 
students. We look forward 
to capitalizing on this 
monumental interest and 
building for the future.”

Vice President Kamala 
Harris, actors Samuel L. 
Jackson and the late Chad­
wick Boseman, are among

Better Together
Some things are great on their own, but even better 
when you pair them together. Peanut butter and 
chocolate. Cream and sugar. Cookies and milk.
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Howard University enjoyed a more than 15% enrollment increase during the pan­
demic and expects those numbers to increase this fall.

expects an 8% increase 
in overall enrollment 
this fall. The increase in 
enrollment at Howard 
and Bowie State reflects 
what’s happening at his­
torically Black colleges 
and universities (HBCUs) 
around the country. Some 
observers believe the calls 
for racial justice after the 
murder of George Floyd 
and the global awareness 
of the Black Lives Matter 
movement have contrib­
uted mightily to the rise in 
enrollment at HBCUs.

“We are attracting 
students who have a sig­
nificant interest in social 
justice and an interest in 
addressing what they see

received 14,600 under­
graduate applications 
for 2021-22, shattering 
2019 totals by more than 
58%, reported universi- 
tybusiness.com. Morgan 
State also pulled in 1,200 
housing applications, up 
more than 50% from 2019.

“We have faced chal­
lenges during the pandem­
ic and have seen some of 
our natural growth stifled 
as a result. However, what 
these record numbers of 
applications are revealing 
is that educational attain­
ment is still very impor­
tant to a great number of 
people and that there is 
a tremendous appetite to 
receive that education at

the many famous individu­
als who graduated from an 
HBCU.

According to the Rut­
gers Center for Minority 
Serving Institutions, ap­
proximately one-third of 
HBCUs have experienced 
record increases in appli­
cations and enrollment.

“Our enrollment con­
tinues to rise and increase 
year over year,” Bowie 
State President Aminta 
Breaux said. “I don’t think 
there’s just one spark. I do 
think it’s a culmination.”

Stacy M. Brown is 
NNPA Newswire’s senior 
national correspondent. 
Contact him at @Stacy- 
BrownMedia.

These valued Moravian principles 
have guided Salemtowne for nearly 
five decades. Together, they create a 
Life Plan Community where 
all are welcome.
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FOUR TICKETS AND A PARKING PASS FOR ONLY $69 
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST PRICE INCREASES SOON
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