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FROM THE N. ¥. EVENING posT L of the early years of tu» RRepublie, and re-

WM. C. RIVES, O VIRGINIA. | mind us of the temperate diznity, the phi-

spirit, and deep crudition of Mad-

Among the distinguished citizens of the ‘ losophic
Uunited States, there is scarcely one who, | ison. ;
from his character, talents and awain-|{ Ot his talents as a negotiator, the fact
meuts, as well as his political priveiples [ of s having succeeded in concluding a |
gnd conduct, merits a higher stitioa o [ treaty with France, which had bafiled all |
the confidence and affectivns of the peo- | the previous efforts of some of the ablest
ple than this gentleman  Froin the pe-|men in this country, may be taken as ev-

"‘riod of his first appearance in public hte idence. Wiiether France will in the end
to the present moment, Lhis ¢durse Lias ne- sacrifice both her honor and her interests |
ver altered. . Brougllt up at the foot of to domestic dissentions, and the spirit of
the great apostle of the democratic faith conteuding parties at home ; or whether
and practice, he has carried Lis priociples  she will at length perforin an act of lin-|
and examples into action on every trving gering justice which will from the man-|
occasion, and the last act of his public | ner of its doing, be reeceived not as an act
life demonstrated the sincerity of his de- | of prompt and willing faith, but of tardy
votion to both. ' necessity, is of no consequence to this

If there ever was a time when such an | question. Whatever inay be the final re- |
act of devotion to the great priuciples of | sult, Mr. Rives is entitled ta the credit of
representative respdnsibility deserved the | success, without being responsible for ats
gratitude of the people, and merited their | failure.  Ile made the treaty ; but it is to

rewards, that time is now. " Every where | France, and her alone, we are to look for
we see this great principle either denied | the respousibility of a breach ‘of faith in
or derided, and men sitting in the bighest, | refusing to carry it mto execution.
most responsible situations, in oppositiou |  The attempt to connect his correspon-
to the expressed wishes of their constitu- [ dence -with "his own Government, with
ents, thwarting their will, and acting in [the delays and ultimate refusal of the
direct disobedience -of their iustrucuons. | French Chamber of Deputies to sanction
In so far as this practice has' extended, | the appropriation to carry that treaty into
the Government 1ustead of flowing trom | effict, is one of those desperate and disin-
its great fountain, the people, has be- | genunus artifices to which the present con-
eome an erratic, unmanageable stream, |test of parues has given birth. It has
whose source i1s unknown, dashing its | been asserted that Mr. Rives boasted to
furious torrent with wild 1mpctuosity, o-| his Goveggment that he had obtained
verflowing its banks, destroying every | more than was due, and an explanation of, |
landmark of our rights and liberties, and | or apologv for, accepting less than was |
repelling every effort of the lords of the | claimed, hias been distorted into a silly at-
soil to restrain its devastations.  [ustruc- {tempt to compliment his own saperior

' tions have been disobeyed, public promi- | dexterity in the art of deceiving. The
ses openly violated, pledges set at nought'| whole tenor of that letter shows that it
or dexterously evaded ; and it requires lit- | was intended as an apology to his own
tle toresight to predict, that auless the pro- | goverminent, not as an cxpression of tri-
plé punish those who disobey, und reward | umph over another, and the blume rests,
those who obey their will, we shall ere|not in having written it, but in the publi-
long have a governmeut, professedly de- | cation of that letter through the instrumen-
rived from the people, us independent of |tality of t‘ongrcss. If the President in |
their authenty, as the mounarch who - {answer to a call of that body, and with al
herits the succession from his fathers, and | desire to withhold from 1t nothing neces-
reigns by “divine right.” sary to a proper understanding of the

Oue example, and one alone, in the | subject, commuuicates information which
midst of this presumptuoas disregard of | ought not 1o be published, on Congress
principles and promises, remains to con-{ rests the responsibility of the publication
gole the advocates of the rights of the peo- | and its conscquences. and not on the wri-

le, and thdt is the vxam,‘»lu of Wm. C.|ter of the letters. Wise and all sgeing

tives. When instructed by that body | as is thut body, it assufedly ought to know

trom whence he derived his powers as a |the delicate nature of various vortions of

Senator ef the United Statés, and which | the correspondeuce of every foreign min-
¢very man is bound to consider the true |ister with his own Government. There

l't:pfl:&t‘l'l[ﬂli'.‘t‘ of the will of the ]‘n‘f)i'ilf! of | are a thousand [hings which that Govern-
a state, 1o act iu opposition to measures to | ment ought to know, but which if known

which he had previously given "his pow- | to the power with which he is negotia-
erfal support, he took the altérnative pre- ting, would be fatal to the success of his

sented to the chuice of every 1111_:!’1 minded | mission. If [hey should coine to hghh it
citizen. [Ile acted as a maun of principle | is not the person who communicates them

and honor always acts, Ile could not o- |10 his Government, but thuse who place

bey, and he resigned, i order that the le- | them before the world, that are answera-
gislative body which instructed him, might | ble for the conse
supply his place with one wlio could con- |
scientiously obey its instructions. By this |
means he preserved his own integrity !
without violating the duty of a representa-
tive of the people. He behaved like a Deputies, is only worthy of two bodies,
fasthful servant, who being commanded to | one of which has no other object than to
do an act which he canpot approve, dis-)embarrass both our foreign and domestic
dains 10 receive any longer, the wages ot relatious, and the other to evade an act of
s master he refuses.to obey.  He sacrifi- | justice. The argumeunt of Mr. Clay, that
ced a station as honorable as any which | this apology for getting too little, was no- |
presents itself to the ambition of a citizen | thing less than a boast of having got oo |
of the United Suates, and volumaril_\'imurh, and therefore a justification, or at
sought retirement from a scepe which he | least an excuse to France for paying no-
embellished by his tulents, and -ennobled | thing, can only be justified by the fact of
by his integrity. | his-having none better to offer; and the

This young man (for compared with luse made of it by M. Bignon in the
many of the leading politicians of this | French Chambers, is entirely worthy of
country he is still young)ds,'if we donot | a man, who relies on the establishment
mistake, destined, if he lives, to the high- of a new principle to Justify a breach of
est stations in our Government.  His in- faith, to wit, that the robbery of one por-
tefrity. his talents and his acquirements, | tion of a nation furnishes no ground of
‘] COlnbint‘ 1o pUiHl !liln out as \L‘Orlhy | t.'”h’”?h]!‘nn". ]??'o[‘id(‘d another Parh'q"' is
the unlimited confidence of the peovle.— | erowing rich at the same time. 'This is
He is most emphatically the representa- | the basis of his argument,. and we are
tive of the policy of Mr. Jefferson, and he : told “it made a great impression on the
has the ability, industry and perseverancé| Chambers.”  Whether this impression
to carry that policy jato practice. Deep- | was indicated by the members buttoning
ly read in the theory, and versed in the|up their breeches pockets for fear of hav-
practice of the true principles of liberty, | ing them picked, under this new expasi-
as guarantied by the Constitution, which | tiou of the moral duties by Monsieur Big-
though now contemned and despised by a | non, we are not informed. Perhaps we
party of mad zealots, or ambitious hypo- | ought to apologise 10 Mr. Rives.for thus
crites, is, we trust, still venerated by eve-| defeuding him against these frivolous
ry true American;. firm, wgt mild; pro- | charges, which in truth would be unwor-
found without bging visionary ; \with in-|thy of notice, did they not come trom such
formation extensive, yet not confused or| high sources as the Senate of the United
heterogeneous; a mind direct, forcible | States and the French Chamber of Dep-
and clear, animated with the love of his! uties. :
country and of liberty ; and an eloquence| It is scarcely necessary to revert to the
addressing itself equally to the understand-| course pursued by Mr. Rives in the Senate

~ing and the heart, Mr. Rives presents to | of the United States.
us a character worthy of the state from |
whence he spruag,’and deserving the re-
spect and admiration of every uther state
io the Lnion. :

+ Few men at his time of life have ac-
quired greater experience in publicaffairs,
or served the country.dn stations of higher

quences. ‘

The use madeAf this apology of Mr.
Rives to his own Governmeut for not ha-
ving got more, by the Senate of the Uni-
ted States, and by the French Cnamber of

It is great in itself
and still greater by contrast.  His speech-
es in relation to questions connected with
that common enemy and comaton disturb-
er of the peaee of the Union, the Bank of
the United States, are wot ouly master-
pieces of eloguence, but replete with the
safest and soundest constitutional princi-




