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“AUMAN RESPONSIBILITY.

RELIOGIOUS

ictihenseems to be, that ouor duties to
ther they be tempers of mind or actions
L qtive of these tempers, are malters
the exclusive jurisdiction of (God hiwm-
he claims to himself alone
If we disobey him, he

punish us.

fheing in the universe has the tight to
ble in the premises, either for the sake

The right of God
exclusive of adividuals and of socie-|

we persevere in disobedience to God,

smen may altempt to change

our minds,

jnsuch way as God himsell has ap-
that is, by the “manifestation of truth
ding ourselyes to every man’s consci-

If these means fail, the duty
{0 us is accomplished. We
your own course. Oar fello
asible for us any further.

of vur fel-
must then
W men are
yd, hence-

serves the case for his own exclusive ju-

"

is, sofar as civil government is conéerp-’
tty generally, in theory at least, admit-
hat it 1s as generally, however, admitted

mgusages of a darker age.

Thas, in some of our States,

t man. Somethiug of the

right, are always .granted

ol concern. |
eseare evils of small amount

L Therea
o character, n
theage, and whizh, we fear,

If§

Folilable 1o G

d.o Dpagi irﬁﬂ} Fo. thi_st .
<73 to me. ﬁ.m-

ice, could not wigh equal truth be assert-
s distinction, ia civil right, which even
s, in most countries in Europe between
ho worship God in one way,
ship bim io anether,shows that the trath
bject has not yet wholly eradicated the

and those

Nor isouar

niry vet entitely free from the reproach
sze in matters of this kind, although
fows itsell in 3 modified and disguiscd
pleads, in excuse, an entirel y-different

clergymen

i tbe right of suffrage, and are not al-
fecandidates for aay civil office. That
eferaclergyman to mmgle, in any man-
lilical strife, I by no means assert; nay,

-auously assert the contrary.
8 1 very different question from that
et o do so, if he choose, His calling.
at one, and, being ianocent, it should
disqualification, any miore than that of

This,

same kind

be seen, whetre the ordinary privileges,

to associa-

wen for other purpuses, are denied to
ociting’ for religious- purposes. - All
erference is a violation of the right of re-
liberty, against which it becomes the citi-
fastly and strenuously to protest. In
ecution of every innocent object,a ‘man
fifully. claim the protection of society ;
ithe matter of 1is being religious, neither
%or any individual of society, has any

and of ‘véry |

Geat. They are rapidly passing away
tlear knowledize of thie principles of hu-
however, other evils, of
re closely allied to the

will not be

Yeradicated, | I allude to the animosi:
bexist betweeh the different sects of pro-
tstians. These spring from the same
% those forms lof persecution (o which 1
.. The principle is in both casesthe
ave a right tq interfere with the
°;;f__l!ly fellow men, on dccount of differ-

er occasions, sav, what | believe 10 be, important

of speech. - Cherishinga chndid thoug

is its natural enemy, opposed to its progrese, and

T'u. 5 R s v Al -
¥: while it may be commendab

what we believe, {y ut.stréng qr-gmu'zﬂ'
pln_.r. it is wrong to say o do any thing which
would give the le;_mnsjr unnecessary pain to the feel-
ings of un opponent, Itis quafly wrong lo mis-
state the op:nions of anothdr, or to draw inferen-
ces from his opiniogis which he has not drawn
for the sake of fixing upon ! :

: im the odium of th
public. What excuse can be framed for_hjm,whoe:

not satisfied with establishigg what he believes

be right, shall strive to ‘bingtogﬂh'er the sect :g
which he ‘belongs, by chy tishing jealousy a-
Gainst other christian sects, and teaching his own
adherenisto'believethat every other seet in Chris.
tendom is leagued together for 1heir destruction,
All these pelty modes of guerilla warfare, ure. as
L seems lo me, vastly contemptible.  'When mer,
differ in any malter of beliel, letthem meet each
otber maofully. Neither bas any right 1o take
offence at opinions plainly;and honestly, nay, 1
will say strongly, expressed. Let each allow
this privilege to the othed; and theu put the
whole question to the iss » of argument. No
man oughitto wince from this. No man has a
right to complaio because, fhile [allow bim the
same privilege, [ frankly ahd decidedly express
my opinions. He has oofighttoask that, out
out of respectto his tevlings, Ushall not, on prop-

truth: “He has no right to eherish such feelings,
much-less to make them the linit to mg liberty
fervent
love 10 troth, we may thus differ without alter-
cation, and disagree without bitterness. Eanter-
lining these sentiments, we may espouse very
different views on the less esseatial points of
christian doctrine and pracice, and yet we shall
be one in spirit, in lemper, in action. -
‘The resultg to which a ¢ontrary temper must
lead, are easily seen. Iis tendency is 10 set eve-
ry man's hand agaipst his brother. It culiivates
the sentiment, in every sect, Lhat avery other sect

hestile to its success. Thus, the christian host is
broken up into distinct detachments, which, in-
stead of_drnwing closer and closer to each other,
are tending every moment 1o a wider and wider
separation. Every avenue'is thus opened forthe
indulgence of ambition on the part of sectarian |
leaders. Each one is clamoreus in setting forth
the damgers to which his Sect is exposed; be-
cause, the greater the dang:-r. the greater must
be the glory of the champ As in the siate,
so it is/in the church, military glory leadstoo
frequently to the destruction oF independence.
The fancied danger elevates the commander to
the dictatorship;—and thas churches, as well as
states, ure ruled by the voice of a demagogue.
Noristhisall. When men have been made
to believe that other men are preparing to op-
press them, it is natural to| prevent the evil, by
seizing upon the means of oppression for them-
selves. [Flence arises the strile which is some-
times exhibited among segts, for seenlar infu-
ence.  Of this bias the politician is ready to
avail bimself, and hence it is uncommon to Ue-
hold'a demagogue, coquetting with several sects,
and tampering with their various leaders; and,
1f it shall so happen, that the same man isat once
a politicnl and a sectarian demagogue, his influ-
ence becomes incalculable.

-But the subject is too painful to dwell upon.—
i gladlv dismiss it. Inthemidst of all this strife,.
how can the spint of God dwell? ~ While we
love our own sect better than our.common mas- |
ter, haw can we ever expect bis blessing? He |
will assuredly tura ourcounsels into foolishness.
We grasp the shadow bat we loose the substance,
Let us eschew these baseartifices of an intrigu-
ing world.  The weapons of our warfarc are
not carnal. . Let us rely simply upon truth and
righteousness. It is a dishonor to deceive, but
it is no dishonor to be deceived. Let the faults
of our brethren teach usifo do betler, but letus
never imitate them. And finally, If our opinions
cannot be supported by triith and righteousness,
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church ia public worship, I need say but little to | and habits fa whi L —

ST i b A : which they shall be trained up? and ¢ondescention whe
‘y:::‘l- ‘llh"i'.h"’-““"nl ,s:gn_:ﬁcant. and scrp: ls_u p?uib'lu to estimate {he importance f}mﬂa. them, Guoard 'F'“:::"
ol o _prayer, Churchmen kneel afier the being from the earliest dawn of reason, imbued | palsive 1n "mlr'node'oﬁd ret
cxample of Moses, and Solomon, Dugiel, Paul, | with those sentiments of beavenly wisdomin bich | all your efféris )

and Christ, 1 is said by some, that the posture
13 of no consequence, provided the beart be right,
But th's i my opinion is iocorrect und absuid,
and if carried to itg full extent, would destroy
everyappearance of religion. The same asser-
tion 1n resard to'one external may be applied to
all the rest, dnd with équal propriely can it be
said, thut if the heart be right, it is no maiter
| Whether a person altend public worship, receive
the sacrameant, or perform all or any other out-
ward daty, although preseribed by the Jasw of
Christ. - La this, as in all osher thingy, Seriptare |-
18 1o be the test of propriety as well as ofteuth,
and 1 do not believe we shall find 10 the Bible
a single insfance of a prayer being offered to
God 1n any other pasuire than that of kneeling.
It istrae we read of some who stood and prayed.
Solomon was one of these, “He stood before |
the altar oftlse Lord inihe presenco of all the |
congregation of Isracl,” and prayed. “And n
was 50, that\wiren Solomon made an end of pray-
Ing—he arose Irom befor: the altar of the Lord,
from kneeling on his kuees with bunds spread |
up toheaven.” - I'his then was his standing— |
not upon his feet, but upon his koees, and as the |
word express.s simply 4 geueral dispogition of
the body, and not the precise posture, we may
from analogy suppose, while the uniyersal cu;-'[
tom in the eust confirms the hypothesis, that in
every instance where standing is mentioned,
kneeling was practised. T'he heathen kneel.
before their deitics of wood and stone, and shall
Chiistians, whea they address the God of heas
ven, shew less respect than pagans who worshi
at the statues of dumb and seuseless idols!

Standing in praise isa posture preserved in
the Church. Prayer hambles us and brings us
upon our knees in view of our own unwosthi-
ness ; praise exalts us in comtemplation of the
perfections of that God whom we adore.  Inthe
one, a sense of guilt and the need of pardon are
expressed ; in the other, we give vent to the
grateful emctions of the soul, and rejoice before
the Lord our King.

T'he Church,

From the Wa:ch‘man of the South. i
DR. MILLER ON EARLY PIETY.
To the Rev. Wm. 8. Plumer.

Reverend and Dear Brother:—~Ia looking
back on that portion of my life which I spent as
u pastor, there are few departments of official du-
tv which [ contemplate with a deeper sense of

cficiency than thatwhich relatesto caildren and
youth. Thetruth is, unless parents and pastors
set out with just iwmpressions on this subject,
which was not my case, they will not be likely to
gaio them but by loay and regretful experience;
and it will only be when they are to retire from
the field of labor, that they will be really prepar-
ed to discharge their duty with adequate iatelli-
genceand zeal. [ can truly say, that my imn-
pression ofthe importance of this subject has been
growing deeper ever since I withdrew from the
storal office; and that 1 deem it wmy duty to
g.old it up te the view of every successive class of
candidates for the ministry in oar Theological
Seminaries, as a matter more closely conrected
with the welfare of Society, and the advancement
of the cause of Christ, than can easily be stated in

The excellent Me. Bazler, if I mistake not,
bas somewhere said, that “if parents really and
truly did their dutly lowards thewr childrea the
public preaching ofthe gospel would rot be the
ordivary means of coaversion. [ will not be
positive that he is right; but [ am stroagly in-
clined to coneur with him in the opinion. - The
cases are so few in which even pious parents
make any specessful approaches to the full per-

by kindness and aieeknels, by forbearance and
the rendering of good

medn$, they surely can } sustained by no oth-
vy | s T e <

I havealready extendedthese remarks beyond
the limits which I had assigned tothis part of the
subject, and therefore havi but a paragraph to de-

- e SR R T . vote to another form of ecution. [ allude to
gm"s Vi ng.mm v.1 h.w:fh_: that on account of liﬁt%pinioqi. The obser-
tight :‘"“ i A - 'm’h Bis vations which I have just made, in reference to
'%m;:,; h‘:‘m * e Fu_limm sects, apply with almoat equal force lo
B my christian  brot '”;’ﬁ%:q: | politieal parties. ‘I'he object of the parusan lea-
1 g. 31 DEREREL f e IS SERtty ‘der is not to sustain his ewn opinions, (i per-

anee he have any,) by argument, but to ren-

‘ and not & T ‘opinions of the opposite party odious.—

1 éilleavor 1o convince him, if he be wil- Qw”n'h--‘ﬂ?? % ,::melp; a{; exélusive
d he enjoys the coftespon- »d stiginatizes the other as-the

1 this is done, my responsibil- - the State, Hende, in 0 ex-

es.  He hasthe| o0 " Men . feel at liberty.to

: . . by me fk_eqqa};ex.

e Bapeibt offics, and. he feaf of

nt, are brought to bear vpon every

Toizersal political pros s-be-

: = %‘l rﬁ
miports

L
.
TNL

f:qr evil, let us abundon |
them; for, if_ they cannof be sustamed by such |

|ditigedce and p
" |ty will ge
-INQL ,

formance of their duty in this respect, that we
cannot wonder at the melancholy history of ma-
' oy fmilies which bear the Chrisiian name.—
And when to this, we add the comparauve neg-
lect of pastors and Church Sessions of the bapts-
zed childrem commilted 1o their care, we can,|
surely be at no loss o account for the failure of
so many of them to recognize and ratify their
baptismai dedication, when they come toage.

A large portion of all who are born die in
infancy. ~With regard to all such, I will cher-
ish until the word of God forbids me, the delight-
fal hope that they are saved,— not because L con-
sider thém as free from the taiot of human de-
pravity, but from the pleasing persuasion that
they are washed and justified and sanetified «in
the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of
our God.” But how many children die afier
they -have survived the age of ml_'anr}:. and when
we can cherish- no scriptural hope for them un-
less they give evidence of pety ! With what an
overiwhelming weight does this fact’ present the
importance of enrly prety?  EHas this subject, af-
ter ulf that bas been said apd writen dpon it, ea-
gaged any thing like as moch of the serious and
practical attention of parents and ministers of the
gospel

as it ought 10 bave tlt‘l_ow L | :ﬁ ﬁrqng
ded that it has not, that weare all ntier

f2‘;":[&‘«11! regard to this thing ; sud that when

itshall be attended to with the deep »‘thaig:'

'ver,tiithieh its importa: w

greatly increased light, and glo

"{injit{ad,bu‘fcl}i?‘f"‘f" : ST

mands, ah erd 0

;in the pious individuale, it will be found that
tife. " *f'his has been; inall uges, ‘so eminéntl
thie case, thut an old divine of great wisdom, fi-
(delity, and experience, was accustomed fo sa

P| quer his reiuctantheart.  Examples of this kind

| understand, and profit by their own ministration:s

alone can prepare themtoact their part with ac-
eeplance o God, and with real benefit 18 their
lellow men 7 . g

It is also acknowledged, by all twhd have
experience .on the sobjec), and religions in-

_ éris for their benefit with

constant cries to God for succe!
you hope that a. blessing will follow ;'
inthe great day you will be permitied o |
a wultitede before the throne, ang te

_ id to &)
hold Lord here am -1, and the children

w““‘i?“ imparted, and serigus Jdinpressions given me!"  May the Lord my dea ..
made, in ehildhood und youth, are more ppt 10 biess you ! Such is the wish and will be the
tukie root, and ultimately o bring forth fr dshan | Prayer of - i

when communieated at a luter pericd. tra

¢ the grester number becameé so in early

from the pulpit, “Those who haye enjoyed the
means of grace, administered in an enlightened
and faithful maoner, from their youtb, and have
passed the age of forsy without piety, bavé much
reason to fearthat they never will obtaia it.”’—
There isis » fearful weigh! ia this remark.—
Those who barden themselves against the gos-
peloffer in enrly hife, when the mind 1s compar-
atively tender, and when tae carés of the! world
have not yet tuken a full possvssion of the? beart,
will probably go on and die inastate of worldly
impenitence.  And even when the principles of
a pious education have failed of making their due
lnpressions in youth, in how many casesyafiera
lile advancement in life, and subjection to ils
disappointments and hardships, have parental in-
struction and parenfal teais risen up, as it wery,
like an armed man before the guilty wanderer,
and been made, by the blessing of God, to cop-

plainly show what parental duty is; to pursue
with unwearied perseverance, even in the maest
unpromising cases, a system of humbli, affec-
tionate, ‘prayerful effort to bring the youthful
mind‘into subjection to the cbedience of (Christ.

Surely if pastors laid to heart as they olight o |
do, the important Learing of fidelity to ¢hildren
and youth, both on their own ministerial influ-
eace, and their personal comfort, it woitld en-
gage far more of their attention than it com-
monly does. The morediligently and eflection-
alely they attend to the young in their reipective
conzregutions, thie more likely will they beto
win their hearts to the Sayiour,and 10 build upthe |
church with the most solid and durable fmateri-
als, The more faihfully they instructthe ri- |
sing generation around them in divine things,
the mére effectually wall they prepare them to

from the pulpit. Again; there is noa¥enueto
the hearts of parents more direct and upfailing
than affectionate and well direqged efforta to pro-
mote their children’s welfare ; and perhaps it may
be added thereis no medium of approach to pa-
rents themselves, whether saints or sinvers, for
the purpose of extending either instruction, re-
proof, or exhortation tothem, more likely to be
successful, than through their children. ;1 have
known exainples of this.of the most impressive
character.” [ once kuew a large and amiable
family, in which, however, there was np relig- |
ion. ~The pastor of the eonaregation 1 which
they belonged, had repeatedly spoken directlyto
the parents tiemselves on the great subject of
religion, without the smallest apparent efiect.—
But he was particularly attentive to their chil-
dren, and bhad set his heart on winningysthem to
to the Saviour. . One day, after addressing the
children directly, and very solemnly, in Ehe pres-
of their parénts, he added in a very earhest and
tender maaner, “0 how miuch do these dearchil-
dren need the prayers of their parénts!"—
That simple sentence wasthe arrow which, b
the grace of God, was made to ‘reach tije hearts
of both the p:rents. Their instintaneofs reilec-
tion was, “Alas! we have never prayed for our-
selves, much less for our beloved childgen.” . A
fiew days alierwards their habitation’” §ecame a
house of hope and of prayer. Cn ancther and
sitmilar occasion, the word which washnade to
operaté asa “Iwu-edged sword,” wasth follow-
ine in substance—* Dear children list_ép _to the
voice of the Savior now, while your spirits are
warm, and your hearts tender, and while the
cares and labors of the world have not yet made
your feelings eallous. S¢e how many!wikeathey
reach middle andold ageappears scarcely 1o have
a fecling left for those great realities which once
occupied many of their serious thoughts!” Fhe
parents in this latter ¢nse, had repeatedly had the
thought addressed directly to themseltes; from
thesacred desk, but when it was addressed to
their children, in their presence, in the stillness

and tenderness of a patlor jnterview, it vas made
| bappily effectnal. = , :

“Had ¥ a voicethen ca heTe-
- motest bounds of Christendom,1 would Bift it up in
eéxhortasion te parents and ministers and say—Set
your. hearts on the promotion of EAKLY PIETY in.
ihe children and youth commiitted to- your care.
Let it engage, with PECOLIAR INTEREST, yOur:
daily swdies, and your duily prayers. . Parents!
lf-y.ou love your children, be ln].ga,-.a_ | Lel them
see that you-are EARNESTLY INTENT o0 {heir
eternal welfare. Bégin: as early as passiblejand
 never :mar:_ni.tgpur__,dili ence.. ' Ministers! if you
‘have immortal souls jif you love theichurch of
@od | if you' desire to build up 1hé cause of
‘Christ, inthe most r@ﬂn&l?iu_ne’ﬁ. It there be

ay or intermission in ing

il

-

S s

her a beautiful emblem ‘of the *Chrastian:
was in the hight 'of Cod's cou ‘ﬁ' . Recei
ving her light from the sun, she pours Joi
flood of sofiened radiance upon those
be shrouded in darkness:
mines, reminds the wurl'd
Source of light. Thuos shines with a/bright

the children of Israel a

palﬂe of renéhijg the“. most nearly resembles the Saviour.

; RS
Sawver Miisx,
From the Boston Recorder, .
YE ARE THE LIGAT OF THE WORLD.
Look at the full “orbed ‘moop,and  behold in

Yours affectionately, in

o while B alle-
ol e, AR
btightening lustre the Christian, u
Sun of Rightevusncss sheds his cheerfing ys
In all his words and actioria there is reflected
forth a light, which renders him piculiar—=a
light which shines from etemmity. On his véry y
countenance the behola;f?videncbl'of com-
munion with heaven's King. His face may not
be lit up with that divinesplendor wliich made
id to look at Moses, but
it is radient with peace and joy. Coult| he spend
weeks in uninterrupted fconverse with the eter-
nalas did Moses, his countenance woald exhibit
brighter indications of being changed, jnto the di-
vine image, frcm glory to glory.  Siill there i
enough about him 1o show most convincingly
that he is of the light. His birthrighlis hearen-
ly, his vocation is. & high vocution, his inheri-
tance, his eye rests upon an unfading (rown ; and
he would not for nttl:is degrade himse)f and dis-
honor him who bas called him, by c_tiuii" ¥
aspirings, and giving his affections to eanth
things. He has to do with objects .which per- '
ish with their using; but his heart is not an
them. lle mingles in society, and Yeciproca
every impression of kindly feeling ; stiil thereis .
that about him which ren
a meck loftiness, a som
out as belonging to the general sssem
bove. He is familiar withfm.!y,— su
butjthere are some on which he exppti
peculiar pleasure. At their .very Thenti
eye kindles, and his countenance beyms with el-
oquence. Speaking on these subjec|s is nothing
but the outgushing’of a full heart. s redem
tion the theme ? ~ Rapt by its centeinplation, he
forgets that beis the body, and his vision seems
to pieree the veil and rest on uncremted glo-
ry. . The hosannas of seraphim are walted
his ear, and his heart is full of respanding melo-
dy. The strain, Unto him that loved ws, and
washed us from our sins in his own in his
view has a glory and sweetness worthy the-harp
of eternity, and he desires the language of #ter-
nity, that he may give ulterance jo ning!
emotions of wonder and gratitude atd joy.
"The Christian of litle Enith gains new. courage
by hearing him converse : and even the weorl-
ding, whose heart beats not with the same high
hopesand sweet anticipations, regards himself
with less complacency and places a juster esti-
mate upon an earthly treasure. Thils does the
devoted Christian let his lightshine to illumiuve
the paths ofthosearound him and to disclose their
danger, Whenever they look at hitp, they read
something of heaven ; they feel that they are ga-
zing upon one whose homeisin heayen ; and n
this way are they impressed with a sense ofthelr
own foolishness in neglecting the only true good.
By his actionsand words are they reminded of
God, aud their obligations to him. I’hough they
do not liketo retain him in their thoughts, t‘hsz

cannot help thinking of the Eternal One wh
they see him thus brightly mirrored [orth, These
lessons are not all lost, for some beholding the
good works of the Christian are induced to
come like him, and thus they. glotify their Fe-
ther in heaven. 3 e -

It is the duty of every Christian to let his
ligh*'shine: for Christ enjoins it. (Ofeveryiras
Chrigtian it isexpected ; for Christ aiknowledges
only those as his: friends, who do whatever he
commands them. The glory of Ciod mpini;
that every Christian-let his light shise; for if
‘they do not, the brightest light that -womes from

‘eternity 1s not seen, and sinful morts s pass.on- lo

perdition, in ignorance of their: danger. There
is nothing so well calculated to arvesttheir at-

tention and turn it toeternal thmgs ap his lile,who
be -rm“

lightof the Sun of

ever to see th

o pebally. he.by Rkt gasing ubhh &
:-ezeug‘:l?rbr ose'‘who are the Tights of the
AR G S
oo dws-vww"m-&' ale

on them, each expands 50 as not t¢ be.esti
‘by our finite powers. They are vast, because
‘have to do with God and Lhis. gloty ; wi

‘dying souls 1nd their everlasting des
this insensibility is a strong

e
P" I '
hope b
ase wh
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rs him peuliar; itis
ething which points him




