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, TERMS,

Tue Recorner & Warcusay is publ shed every Sat-
arday, al $2 50 per avnum, of paid withia'six wonths,
or 33 il paud sudsequently to that period. '

Auv person who will become responsible for six
eopies, or who will forward the names ol six subseri-
Ders, shail be eatitled W0 a8 SBYENTH COFY GRATIS.

No subsegiption will be received for less than ong
YEAR, anlest paid io advanece ; and no discontinvance

- will pe allowed until arrearages are paid.
Persons whshing to discontinue will be expected lo)

give nolice (o that effeel prior (o the commencement of
| pew vedarj otnerwise tney will be considered as te-
spuasible [of the ensuing twelve montbs.

Al communications except those of agents whoact |[*

All remyfiances regalarly made to our address by
Mail, shall Ye at oor risk, ¢
Auny persén ordenng 10 copies, and paving theuno-
eV IX anvaxce, shall have tae same for $20. ;
Aav riiseinents not iecompatdle with the objeets of
the Recordel, will be iuser.ed on the usual terms.
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grataitons! im secure Altentivn, must be PUST PAID.).

Fotf the Recorder and Watciman:
Doar BrLliwr Meredith,

The ftllumug Report to the Chowan As
snciation Irbm theie Comanittee, was read und re-
ceived with great satisfaction.  In obedieace
to a subjoried resolution, the Association paused

H. Wilcog o tuke subseriptions in aid of the
Lustitute, wihineh amounted 1o about §. 800.

by the Buptizts of North Carolina. Aguin, the
Bapusts in the State must munifest their confi-
dence and interest in the lustitute by discounte
nancing false reports in gurd' to l!,.and by sen-
ding their own sons to it tor educaiivn. Like
all otheq institutionsthat at Wuke Fore-t cannot
be sustained without students, It bas no  fuuds
with which to pay its teachers and defray its o-
ther annubl expenses. It is thought that with
vighty studemts it would sustain itself; and surely
more than tkis number of the sons of Buptists
living in this ' State, are at school somew here—
why arethey notat the Wuke Forest lostivte ?
Tue Institute now possesses good accommoda-
tons lor more thau the above numed number of
students.  And should the Lnstitu & be well sus-

Commuitec on the Wake Forest In-tilute, beg |
leave to Report, "I'natalter mking the suvject | ),

Jato as tutl consideration as tine and circumastan

constderation and the deepest aterest of this bo-
dv, and of all the real friends of improvement
throughout the State. It is very desira®le that
carrect Infoarmation should be genela“}' diffased., !
But we cmli now referoaly to a few coosidera- |

Lous Lo :‘l’lt]\\' its ciaums upon us, The Wake

Forsst Lasjtute h.s been in successful npr_mliuu
more thay{four yesrs, It was est.blisied and |
thus far sustaiaeu almost exclusceely by Eaplusis.
Lisprp rty the chiid ol the Couvenuon ol the
Baptist d-n
repatation aud honor of the denomination are ulti |
auately conpected with its prosperity and succrss |
~—hesides, is nul the parent vuuer strong obliga-
-tion on acepunt of the relativaship which evms
briween them, 1o foster aud suppor: the child?
Aid on thel success of the Wake F. lastitute do-
peuds \.-rr;]much the prosperity of the Baplist
cause, and pfihe cause of knowledge, 1mprove-
meut,aad cprreet principles amonyr us.  ladeed
itway be sdid 10 be the hope of these causes o
this Swte. | Lot the Institute full and they will
langaish a11d droop and die.  How impostam
then tnat 1t should oe sustained. ..

T'ie presput coadition of the Wake F. [asu-
tate is uot sp flourishing as it has been, though
it is by no means disheartening  "The presemt
nunber of Sudents 18 not 8o large as it coce was
for which ldet, several sallsiaclory reasons, :-aurn'
as change of imes, &c., might oe essigned—in-
devd 3ll s might naturally have beew expee-|
ted from the circumstances of the case. Every
other institution has suffered similar Iceverses.
and why shou!d this be expected o be exempl ¥

It is proper w say here that some groundles:
prej dices have breen excliled arainst the lusti-
tite Ly lalsiceports—such, howeverdn acquain
tiace with §t would destroy. We hope tnere
fure thatall will take measures to asceriain th.
real Niet=, before they suffer themselves to admin
gy prj idice azaiast tte losttution, We should
be excreuingly cautioushow we give ¢redence o
publicity 1o any thing we may hear agmast i,
vasil we krow the facts, It 1s the determini
ton of the Trustees and Faculty ofthe lustisate
%9 remove every real cause of dissatisfactian
with the [nsdiate as soon as it is discovered. —
L this work they candidly ask their brethren
and friends 10\ lead them their counsels and aid
—some inportant improvements in their plan
of operations, have recently been made and oth-
ers will doubtless soon be effected.  Indeed they
are determined if their brethren will give the a
neressary sapport, that as good advaatages for
education shall be aff rded here as at any other
mtitation inl our country. And 1t should not be |
f rootten that the expenses of stadents here are
moich less thlan at any similar Lastitution in the
hs.lld.

The.pecuniary affuirs of the [astitution were
at the besinniag of the preseat year, nearly as
f/llows: ‘Fhe subscripuions tiken some years
8 nce for the purpose of erecting buildings a-
mouited to about 21000, of this sum, about $13-
00V nave now been collected, leaving about $3-
09J yet unpaid. Of the money collected part
had been paid out for improvements before the
colleve bullding was erected.  I'nis building
cost about $13,000 of whichabout 88000 is puid |
laving yet Iunpuid about 7.000. liwill be seen
therefore thatthe amouut of subscriptions yet un-
paid exceeds the debt now owing for the baild-
iugs by abgut 81000, But 1t is probable there
wil] be a loss on tne subseriptions of at least $34
033 It will then fall short of paying the debt
by about 82000. Besides this there is a debt onl
the Instituts, separate from the building depart-
_ment of about 81800, making the whole debt of
the Llastitate, which has uot the probably availa-
bie meansof paving avout 83800, Besides this,
$35.000 or $7,000 are to he advanced by brethrea {
C. W. Skinfer, and A.J. Bautle, for the erection
of twvo dwelling houses, which are now _m-ur.ly
completed, and for which they are 1o receive in-
terest antil the trustees ure able 1o refund the
principal—such sre the inportant aml present

cundition this iastitution, so far as it can now
be stated. Permit your commitiee to suggest
some things, which we think, inust be done in
order that the institution mwy be sustained—it
maust be relicve ! of pecuniary embarrasment. —

This money is nuw due to the creditors of the

‘Tnsttute, "It inust be paid and that soon, as the
~eredit of the Institate, of the denomination to
‘which gs,will materially suffer and sore-

|
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ces would ddinit, they caa but deewi it one of vast | B
- | . - 1
Laportance]; strongly clatming the most serious |

wanination in this State—as such, the |}
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requised can easily bo raised |

lained, there'can be no doubifbut it would speedily
mectall the wishes and expectstions of its pa-
trons, snd rise to distinction and great usefulness.
T'hat this mauy be the case, your committee woald
recommend the adoption ofthe following resolu-
tivrs: _ :
Resalved. That the Wuke Forest Iastitute is
the hope of sound learuing in the Bapust deno-
giination and community of North Caroliva.
 Resoleed, Thatus such, vvery possible exer-
tion should be made by the friends of knowledge
and improvement, to sustain this Institotion,
Resoleed, '!'Il.d:«im:r the Wake F. lostiute i3
e child of theBaptist Conventionand denomina-
ton 1n this State—the reputation and henor of
ptists as judividuals and asa people are_inti-
mately connected with ils success
Resotved, ) hatihis Lustitution \iequirt-s for its

advancement 'the  friendly co-operation and
proiapt and general patronage of tne Bapuist
dendinination, and the friends of improzement,
learning, and fiberality in the Stue, to destroy the
ungrounded prejadices which may exist aguinst

i, und o furmish it with students to yvield nta
support.

Resoleed, That the W. F. Iostitue, with its
prescut aceominodations and board of instruet-
lon, presents superior advautages for ~ducation,
and 15 a school highiy wornthy of the patronage
ol an eulivhtened publlc.

Resolved,; Thit usike W_F. Institate does not po-
$sess, at preseat, the availuble  meaus of cancel-
linr all s debts, und siuce those debts must suon
be paid or the character of the lostitution myst
suffer—a few tnousand dollars ought immediate-
ly to be raised for the purpose; aud this object
8 earuestly recommended to the consideration
of the liberal;as one well worthy of their generous
contribulions.

Resolved, 'That in order that the character and
condition of the Iusutute may be more fully
known, the chisrches comprising this body, are
respectfally requested to send @ delegation to be
present at the next meeting of the Board of T'rus-
tees which will occur about the last week 1o
June neat, where investigations will be made
and Important measures must be adopted for
its support and advancewment.

Resolved, ‘That it 1s expedient to open s sub-
scription at this meeting for the relief of the W,
F. lustitute and that the agent be requested to
do 1t immedigtely. All which is respecifully
submitted, | Caas. W. Sxixser, Ch.

Repart of the Ecard o_[ the Am. and Foreign Bi-
ble Society for the year 1837.

The Board ef Managers in presenting their
Annual Report, are grateful 1o God for the favers
which have cantinued to advance the prosperity
of the Americaa and Foreign Bible Society, du-
ring the past year.

In performing the daties assigned them, they
have experivnced great pleasure in the re fl-ction,
that this is an ¢nterprise in which, notonly Bap-
tists, but christians of all desomimations mnay
meet on conseerated ground, and unite in pro-
motiog the kingdom of their Redeemer. _

The volume which they distribute contains
nothing but the truth, flowing from a s.ered foun-
tain, the streams whereof shall make glid the na-
tions of the eartn. . T'he sinple majesty of sucha
cause should at once disarm opposition, silence
every objection, gnd quicken the most tardy.

Your Board df Managers hope, that the minds
of brethren now connected with other denomiusa-

tions, will be drawn to a prayerful consideration
of the circumstances which led tothe formation
ofthe American and Foreizn Bible Society.
The necessity for auch an [nstitution in addi-
tion to previouslv existing Bible Socicties, ad-unts
not of a Teasonable doubt. Ifthe population of

| the globe be estimated at 900,000,000, then, the

rate at which Bibles have been circulated duriog
the past twenty-six,years, would require g pwards
of four thousanil years befsre every m.g-mbg-r of
the human family could be furnished with a copy
of the sacred wlrilings. A wview of facts hike this,
induced a few pious ministers in Pans to form
the French ang Foreign Bible Society, several
years after the!formation ofthe Paris Bitle So-
ciety.  ‘T'hesame opinion, and a stroag desire 10
circulate the mbst faithful versions of the serip-
Lures, ‘gave Tise to the separate action of the Edia-
burgh Bible Saciety, although the British and
Foreign Bible Society had been about fourteen
vears engaged in the work of Bible distribution.
Since that evedt, the labours and uselulness of
the Edinburgh Society have been greatly increa-
sed Asadenomination, therefore, we deserve
no censure, by the formation of the Awmerican
and Foreign Bible Society, which does not equal-
Iy apply to the Edinburgh, and to the Freach aad
Foreign Bible Suciety. |

It has beer frequently insinuated, that our

chiefconcern wasto contend for the translation

- but, this eertaioly is not our
:nt: ::d:::zh m‘;ugh we be_'lien_ that this,
like everv other word inthe Bible, o:‘;ltn u-i ::
nelated ; ‘s Baptists, we are
:‘: agrnl',mq'iz.thtlbe wluileul'G_pft
word should be fuithfully iransisied, and given
toall nnhli' e | i e b
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P Christians of every denomination praveriully 1o

'ted testinony of the learned, that there has not
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Against this impontant principle, the resolo
iion of the American Bible Society is particu
lariy directed; and that is the reuson why we
hase, as a denvmination, protested against then
proceedings, and formed a seperate orgaunization
to meet Lhe exigency,

That it is the deternsination of the Baptists,faith-
fully to truoslate the whole Bible ; and on the
uther hand, that the American Bible Socicty has
passed a resolaticn which veils 2 pat of that Bi-
blein the vbecurity of u language unkuown to
the heathen, will be apparent to every impartial
reader of the [llowing resolutions:

Resolution of the Board of Minaigers of the
American Bible Soci-ty, passed \Tth Februa.
ary. 1836.

“Resoleed, ‘That in appropriating money for
the transiaung, printing or distributing of the
Sacre ! Seriptures, 1o fureign languages, the Mau-
agers feel ut Liberty to encuurage only such ver-
sions as coulorin in the principles of their trans
lation to the common Eaglish cerswon, at least so
far as that all religious denomivaiions represen-
ted in this Socicty, caa consistently use and cir-
culate sud versivus 1o their several schovlsand
communities,”

Resolution of the American Baptist Board of
Foreign Misswons, passed 1tn April, 1533.
“Resolved, Taa: all the Missioparies of the

Board, who are, or who shall be, vogaged in

translating the Scriptures, be iostrucid 10 cu

deavor, by earuest prayer, and diligeat swudy, to

| himsell has presented | fthat s, o use no argu-

ascertain the exact meaning of the origwnal ezt
1o express thul meaning as exactly as the pature |
of the languages into which they shall translate |
the Bible will perinit; aud to transfer no words
which are capuble of being literally translated.”
The sy, is a resolution passed by the Amer-
can Bible Suciety, virtually concvaling a part of
the Holy Serijptures.  T'he second, a resolution
passed by the B puists,on the contrary, gives spe-
Clal ustructions to their Missionarids 1o pray tur
the direction of the Holy Spirit, and to give to
the heathen, a fauthful translarion of every wur(!J
With these Sfacts beldre them, lot

quire: Which of these societies 13 entitled to our
patronace ?

Nu Chnistian would be willing to strike out
one word of the divine revelation.  But so far as
the heathen are concerned, 1s there any differ
ence between stiiking out that one word, or prin-
ting it in a language which the rczfrr does not
undersiand 7 '

U pon this point, your board of Managers can
most cordially adopt the language of the Hon.
Jau. Cotton 8 vath, President of the Awmerican
Bible Society, in the annual address before that
society in May, 1837, “He who semployed iu
trunsterring the inessages of Heavenfrom  their
originals to anuther language, 1s bound to exer-
cise the same accuracy und fidelity in rendering,

'that the inspired penen were in recording the |

communications of the Most High” To thus
muy be added the equally scriprural opinions of
the Rev. Mr. Cathoun, Azent of the American
Bible Sociy, now . Greece.  Speakiog of the
Greek Church, he remnarks :—* They hear the
Scriptures, indeed, occasionally, in their church-
es, but they hear them in an unknown tongue.—
What a cunning device of the yureat adversary
hasthis been, to shut out the light of truth by
locking up Gud's holy word in a dead language.
Never could these cnurches have become what
they have became, dead branches, had the scrip-
tres been read in a tongue thut could be under-
stoad.” Lo another place Mr. Calhoun says, “In
order 1o true devotion, there mmust be a distinct
perception of the truth ; the language in which it
is uttered, must besatelligible”  This is all the
Baptists have ever demunded | s

More than forty years have elapsed since Bap-
tist Missionuries in the East, commenced the
oreat work of publishing the sacred writings.
Ata single station, on the banks of the Hoogly,
translations into several languages were comple-
ted abootten years betore the British and For-
vign Bible Society came ibto existence ; and the
same important work is at present carried for-
ward with great success ia regions beyond the
Ganges. Yvs, Hindoos, Burmans, Talings,
Karens,and Chinamen, are now readiog, “ia
their own tongues, the wounderful works of God.” |
In regard o the Chinese, we have the uni-)

been given tothem a better version of the Bible

than that which was commenced in 1206, and has

since been completed by Dr. Marshman, the cel-

ebrated author of Clagis Sinica.®

With the exception ofthe Persian, and a few

others, all the first translations of the Scriptures

into Eastern languazes, were made by Buptist

Missionaries; comprehending the languages of
more thau ha!lthe population of the world. It
is particalarly gratifying that the whole of t?us

work has bern executed upon a principle which

commends itsell tothe heart of every Chrisuan.

They prayed and labored to find out the true

meaning of every word in the Biole. How cowld

conscicuoas men proceed upon anyolhker principle?
[n what other way could the Missionaries be
faithful to the heathen, to their own consciences,

to posterity,to God 7 Surely no Christian will
say, that they were wrong in praying to be

acles; nor. that when they were satizfied beyoond
all reasonable doubt, they ought notio have ex-
pressed that meaning in the apprupriate words
of the Janguage iuto which their versions were

inade. .
UNIONK IS rrusc'rw;. o kst
At no former period has the truth of this axi-
ota demanded a more careful coqndgntwn in its
jcation to the Baptist denomination. Enga-
ged as we are in aa enlerprss which will affect
the moral interests of the whole world ; duty to

*See Americas Exeyclopmdia—Article, Mis-

| sicos,

tanght the meaning of every part ofthe liviug Or- \

Geod, and the destitute condition of millions, 1m-
pel us to undivided exertion) in sending the -
spired pages to every tribe and people under the
w hole heaven, until “like a flood of glory,” the
knowledge of Carist shall cover the earth as the
waters cover the sca.  With this as the only ob-
Ject of our society, the Buard varnestly solicit the
co-operation of their brethren.

Stce the lust Annmiversary, your Board of
Mauagers have bLéen greatly encouraged by the
lnereasing i
UNANIMITY OF THE BAPTISTS IN THE BIBLE

CAUSE,

Communications received by the Correspon-
ding Secretary, lrom Bapuist State Coavealions,
and from numerous Associations, Churches and
individuals in ench state, ssiislactorily demon-
strete the correctness of this opinion.  Univer-
sally independent in principle, we rjoice in the
belief, that Bajtists ever will be united 1n ac.ion,
when called to defend or to distribute the Biole
the charter of their common salvation,

"HUMAN RESPONSIBILITY.
OF TIE PROPLGATIbN OF TRUTH.
[Continued )

If this be the fact, it will be evident, that in the
effort 10 persuade men o befigve our opinions,
we ure bound o present sueh arguments us God

e

ment which we do not believe 1o be logically
sound, und to sssert nothing as fuct, which we
do oot believe 1o be strictly Gnd literally true. L1
we exaggerale, or couccal, or mysuty, for the
putrpose vl advancitg what we belreve 1o be true,
we tasult the God ol truthh whose ministers we
profess o be. I we attempt to make.men feel
Liml a course O conducl 1s Wrong, we tust pre-
sent 1L i the mornl relations which it holds
the sighit of God. 1 have no nigut, for the sake
of carrying u measore, or stirtiug up an excite
went, or swaying the populdr opruion, to urge,
a8 & matller ol uuiversal obligation, wnat God
hus lelt as a wauer to be desided by every man's
cousclence ; W wuhe that out W be a crune, 1
erery lust.nce, which God Has wade acrime ou

Iy under special chicumstances; or o urge as a
uuty by command, what cam only be made out to
be u duty by interence,  Inia word, Jam ok,

the law of God justas L fiud i, with ail the dis-
tnctness aud with ull the obseurity in which he
has left 1. We are 1o “commena” this, justas it
i5, witLout iucrease of dudiuution, “wo amen's
cunseiences, 1o the sight of God.”  Weare 10
tell men what is the will uf God, as he has re-
vealed it, Judt as thoush God himself were pres-
eul, hearing every word that we speak, while
we proless o be his representatives. To act
otherwise, 13, clearly, to asstme 1o be ourselves
the lawgivers; 1t isto claim for ourselves author-
ity over the couseiences of our brethren; i isto
iueult the most High himself, by. our own aost
isufferable arcogance. | .

If Gud have cummanded me to annocunce his
will to iy fellow men, it is my vuty to announce
his will.  But this gives me no authority to an-
nouncey, as his will, auy thing which he bas not
commanded.  Acd Lwust adyounce it, precisely |
as he has 7evealed 1. 1 bave no discretion what- |
ever in the matter.” 1f he bave plainly comman-
ded or forbidden any thing, d may say plainly
that he has connmanded or forbiuden 1t; a.d, iu
domyg s0, L must point 10 the esactment, and urge
it ou the nuthority of “tnus saith the Lora” LI
he have prescribed oune duty, and Linfer another
duty from 1, 1 mutt anvounce this second duty,
not as his command, but as my iuferencs. | have
norightto urge itas a geaeral command of God.
T'his infereace may biod my COII!l:it‘llt't‘, but 1t
can, as my iufercuce, biud Lthe conscicuce of uo
vne else.  Every one must in such a case be lelt
o hisown judgment; and | bave no nghtto ac-
cuse another of disobedience o God, unless he
adwit that he s for hiself convinced of the da:
ty, sod then disregard it,  Thus, God has com-

“never do for me to makea Lie about it

wanded all mento repent.  This isan universal
duty, and L may urge it upon all men. God
coumnands all mento use the things of this world
as pot abusing them.  This 1 mnay nlso urge ou |
the same authority. Linler thata particular kind
of ineat o1 drink 13 torbidden. * Thnen this infet-
ence will biod me, but 1 bave ne right to demuand
that the couscience of my neighbor be bound by
my inference. Mabomet fuu:t'gnde wine, under all
circumstances. A Mahovmedan may thereflore.
1a the sume manner lorbid it, on the authorty of
his master. A cisciple of Clirist cannot so for-
bid it, on the wuthority of hid master, unless he
can show that Caorist himself: or his apostles
thus forbade i, If he iufer Ifom some other pre-
cept, that it is to be abstiioed from, then the mor-
al obligation is contingent, or mecidental ; that is,
it binds, in those cases, \\'he‘p the use of wine |
would conflict with ubrdwncegto that precept, and
it binds in no other; and of speh case, every in-
dividual is to be the judge for himself.

It may be said that we cannotcariy forward
the temperance refurmation if ave adopt this prin-
ciple, Tothis | have very httle to reply. If
we cannot carry furward tie lemperance, orany
other reformation, without ma;‘ing God say what |
Ilq‘lxas not sand, and assuming a ditlereat moral*
standard fro.u that which he has established, [
think the cause inust, atthe outset, be desperate.
And, after all, bow is the thidg 1o be helped? 1
may wish that God bad smd differently ; [ may
seemn to see that I could dv much more good if
he had given a diffcrent command. But, if he
have not given it, there the malter rests, and [ am
not responsible forthe resalt. - But, before I find
fault with the laxity of the morul law of my Cre-
ator, would it not be wise to begin by distrusting
myself?  Have | not reason to fear, that there is
an error sowewhere, when I seem 1o be more
zealous for righteousaess, than he “who is of pu-
rer eyesthan lg look upou iniquity 7
 #gaio: We ase restricied 83 to the motives |

; '
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which we may urge, for-the parpose of inducing
men o obey the commands of God. The fuca
i the case | suppose to ibe these. God has ap-
puinted for his moral creatures certain courses of
conduct, 'l'o obediencerand to discbedience to
his will, he has afiised! such consequences as
seemed meet unto himsell. What these conse-
quences should, in eachicase, be, he is the only
competent judge, and o owe has a nght w
question his decision . mnbich less 1o alter, 10 modi-
fy,ort reverse it. Now in urging men to obey
his will, we are bound g set before them precise-

ly the consequences which he has attached both -

to obedicnce and to disobedience, We bave no
right eiiher o create thise consequences or to
represent them to be any other than he bas ore
dained. W we do this7 tve usurp his authorily.
We, then, not ouly “.:udi;’z:,“ but usurp the rignt
to punish “another'man’s servant™ We assume
1 know better than the uoiversal lawgiver, w hat
18 the desert of crime; au!d 10 be mere holy than
the Holy Oue of Israel. §

That 1 have no right to add to, or diminish the
motives which God hasipresented 10 men, is evi-
dent. - If the |motives which he hes preseuted
will not influence them, 4 cannot kelpit.  liwill
Iam not
responsible for the result. 1 need not, suicly,
affect 1o love/the souls 4f men better than the
Savivur himself. If the motives which L+ has
presented, are all that he saw fit 10 present, I
may reasonably conclude that no love ol mine
to the souls of men can ever improve upon
them. i

But «till more. [ have no rightto affix to any
action, any other conseq@ences than those which
God himself has affixedito it. To somne actions
he has affixed cerain ar?ld inevitubie 1esuits, To
others the results are contingent ; they niay ocs
cur in one case and not to another, and | am un-
able to tell in what casel they will and will uot
cccur. | have no rightito assign, as certein, a
cunsequence 1o aa action, when that conseguence
is merely accidental: thatis, when it may, or may
not vcccur. God bas declared, that unless 2 man
repent he will neverbesaved. This is a certain
result: L mayalwaysand everyewhere so declare
it. 1fa man do not repent now, under my par-
ticular sermon, he may never be saved. This
may be his last offer of mercy. I may so state
it But I have no right o state that if he do not
now, at this time, repent; his soul will certarnly
be lost.  He may be lost if he come not forward
to the “anxious seats,” aed he mav be eaved if he

ward to the "anxious sedts;” and though | way,
il [ think it will be usefuito him, advise him,
(as my advice merely,) 10 come forwaad, | have
uo right to urge it as the command of God;
much less have | a right to assure him, that his
salvation actoally depengds upon his doing or uot
doing this particular thing.

Against all this, it may be objected that these,

-do. But God has not com;lndrd him to come for-

| and sunilar measures, have frequently been atten-

ded with good results,  Were it not that I re-
spret the motive from which such an objection
proceeas, | would not think it worthy of a reply.
It manifestly admits the principle, that [ have a
right to impuse upon the consciences of men, ag
u duty commanded by God, any act whatever,
provided | have reason 19 believe tha, in partic-
usar instances, such act Has been aitended with a
good result. 1 hate knpwn swearing ard Sab-
bath breaking, made the means of men’s conver-
sion ; but have I, therefore, a right 1o comnmand
men 1o swear or 10 break the Sabbath ? Besides,
if such be the case, where shall liberty of con-
sbience find a resting plage?  This principle in-
volves the very essence of Romanism, 1a the
darkest periods of its sadiexistence. 1 affirm it
as historical Fact, that the most odious aaditions
which the Rumish Church has ever made o
the commands of God, were, at the beguinng,
nide upon this very priuciple. On this very
ground were monasteried, reiigious orders, and
auricular confession estgblished. In lact, we
may easily see, if we willtake the trouble to obe
serve, Lhat thie abuses of that church, germinate,
not in the bosoms of men of a particular order,
but 10 the soil of human nature itselfl Every
man is liable to desire to lwield the authority of
God, for the accomplishment of hisown purpo-
svs.. ln so far as uny man carriex this desire in-
to action, in so far is that man a Catholic.

Io the laet place | remark, thai, whilst we
have a right to inform mén of the consequences
which will follow from disobedience 1o the laws
of God, individuals have o right te create these
consequences themselves.| If God declare that
he wul ioflict a particalar ponishment upon a
transgzressor of his law, we may be assured that
be will do i, Ii he bids us forewarn the offene
der, we are obliged to forewara him. But this
gives us no right to punish him ourselves, This
latter act God reserves for himsell,. We cannot
assume it without usurping his authority. He
foretold that the children of Ham should be ser-
vams of servaots; but this isa very sorry reason
for enslaving the Africans. The prophets fore-
told that the children of Abrahdam should be %3
people scattered and feebje, a hissing and a by-
word ;" but thisis a very poor excuse for perse-
cuting the Jews., 8o, it isa fact, thata drunkard
comes to poverty and contempt; bt this is no

“teason why we should take it upon ourselvesto

rénder him poor and contemptible. He who is
engaged in any immoral iratfic, will, in a heal-
thy state of the community, lose the estimation in
which he would otherwise be held by his fellow
citizens. We may do all in our power 1o ele-
vete the standard of the poblic worals; but we
have no right, by our direct act, to destroy the
estimation in which this or any other man is
held. We may tell a man that such nen.
ces will follow, and thus grge bim te act vinu-
ously ; bat we have no right to bring in our own
«fforts in aid of the autherity of God, and tell the
man, that, if he do oot obey God, we will ruia
his reputation. 1 :
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