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" Rev. I'homas Simons, Mrs Simons,

taries. Of course wout but the rich can pure
chase a copy of the sacred Seni tures Lo ived
very few of the commoa prople bere know what
we mean by the B.ble, Theg wstion was pro.
the other day by one ol wuy fellow lodgers,
the Lady from whom wur lodging wre outala-
and wno may be considered as a fur repre.
ive in point of intelligeuce und religious in-
[armation of the middle class of suciety 1o Rone
*If the peop'e here geuerally bad a copy of the
ible in their houses ¥
| *T'he reply was, *Oh, yves,all the reiigions peo-
le have!  Shenlso added that she had o very
fiwe copy of the Bible, and immediately went 1o
it. When produced, it proved 1o br a mass-
ook, with here and there a passage of Scriptare
accompanird with Romish glosses, Wheun it |
was wore fally explained to her what we meant |
by the Bible, she replied :="Q 1 ves, I know
what you menn: thut book 13 in reveral of the li
braties in Ryme, and some persons who are vee
vy religiousalso haveacopy ot it My denr peo-

olumes which are filled with popish commen- Inmm. preaching o .2hose who call ; the after-

BIBLICAL

noun, io preparing or revising sowmething lor the
press.currecting proul sheels, Ac. j the evening in
vunducting worsuip io the native coupel, sud von-
versing with the assistauts, nod vther intive Cuns-
tinas, or inquwrers.™ Lo Sepr. 1836. Mr. Qsguod
urganized u Sabbaih schoul 1n the native cungre-
getivm, consisting of trom 40 0 60 pupils, which
promises egtencive usefulness, Mr. and Mrs.
Hncock, and M. s. Jndsun, haveeach a class cor
nected wub it aud several native Chrishans a™e
vinployed as teachers, who meet weekly with the
iissionaries for praverand conversation.

In the English congregation,the eharge of whicl,
was devolved oo Mr. Huncoek in the tall of 1836,
or the faiiure of Mr. Osgoud’s heajth, several re-
hzious meetings have been beld on week-day

venings, besides preaching to the suldiers twice
A week, and-soperintending a lahle class. Oudi-
nncy pumberat worship about 50. In June. the
stnte of religivus teeling was good,and there were
severai hopelul cases ol conversion. Ou the ari-
val of the miissiobaries trum Rangoon, the care ol
the English church was transtferred 1o Mr, [ngalls
assisted by other reatdent nnssionacies : thus al-
lowing M. Hancork to relieve Mr. Ozguod 1o the

ple, what would vou thiuk if such a deanth ol
the word were o exist among us? A copy of |
the sacred S:riptures to be lound in sevesal hi !

braries in a gity containing 139,000 inhabitanis 1! !

printing department,

Baptisms. Mr. Judeon reporis 54 bapiisms for
the year egding Dec. 31, 1836, of whom 9 were
Burwans, 29 Karens, und 16 fureigners. Eighi

Lt me ln'g' of youto love yvour Bibies more, o I were added to the Burman c¢huren by baptisai

reud them more, and o be more zealous 1 dis
tributing the word uf God.”

From the Baptist Magazine.
Report of the Board,
LIBERIA.

Ep'na—sovihern extremity of Liberia.

Bante Winl's—20 unles irom E lioa, ou Mech
lin river.

Rev, Win. G Crocker, Rev, Wm. Mylar, Rev

the fullowing half year, and two in Angust o the
Englesh chureh, making » weial of 64*

Schools —T ue Guvernment Higsh School. in
cirarge of Mr. Bennet, was closed Nov. 11, 15836,
tive commissioner of the provinees requiing tha
n religions iastruction should te given 1o the pu
pils, fe moa fear of awakening jeulousy ou the par
{ Cieir heathen parents,

Qur lastintelligence trom Amberst, was of Sept,
b, Atthat tiine Mr. Haswell was sull suffering
frem a complaint wineh he contracted in eouse
quence of foequent and loud specking in lus ex-

Ivury Clarke, Mrs Claik -, Mr. Joba Duy, picach-
er and school-teacher, ;

Mr. Pevton Stewart, assistant teacher, died in
Junuary of this year. Re-v. A. W, Anderson’s con-
ueation with the Bard was clused in Augist,

The unssion-house, a plain, substanual building

of two stor.ee, 24 1, By 20, was sa fur « u.:;;-fr:t-u{

About seven |
lars, &

fa Julw, as 1o ad wit ol vecupancy.
aeres of lund adjucent, have alse been tenced and
planted, partly with a view o lessen the expenses

of the native scho ol connected with iy, and partiy |

wis . - . i
1o @*ve opportunity lur tosiructing nalive vouths o |

husbandry, aud traiping thew 1o habits of indusiry
&e. Theschoul coniained, in August, 7 native
childien, and frem 20 10 25 childrea of colonists.
Mure native youths would nave been received, ex
cept lur the scarcity of provisions.  Their number,
in December, had been increased (o 11. The
branches taught are reading. writing, arithmetic,
and geography. The progress of the natives, thus
lar. has been quite gratitying. Some have repea-
tedly read throngh the Bassa spellicg book, and |
four read fluently 1n English. Several creditable |
specimens of pative writinz have been lTorwarded
to the Board. Tne American depariment of the
schuol numnbered, in Decemnber, but 12—the Sab-
bath school about as maony. The wissionaries |
have been greatly reduced by protracied sickness,
a:d though so newhat improved in health ar the |
last dates, nay bz under the necessity, before tong,
of making a visit {, this country. |

The missiop way shortly require a printing |
press.  Moussrs. Crocker and Mylne have heen as- |
siduous in the study of Bassa, so far asih ir other
engagements and their mmperfect health allowed
and several works are in progress, lor the use of
Native schools. The printer, when not engaged |
in the printing departmeant, wight affrd valyable
assistance as a teacher.  An individual, whe has |

- had experience 1n both departwments, bas offered |

b.m<elf for the service.

In regard 1o the communieation of the zospel to
the natives, both at Sante Will’sand Ediva,’ the
missionaries appear 10 have beea faithful. Fre- |
qrenl couversations bave been held with the |
ﬂ.‘hpUI boys. on the first principles of relizion ; and |

'80 faras they could br made 10 understand, they |
manilested mueh interest,

Mr. and Mrs. Clatke left New-Y rk for Liheria, !
via Nurlolk, Va., December 3. 1337, and arrived |
at Edina, in safewy, Jannary 23.

MISSIONS IN ASIA.

BUIMAT.

In consequence of lawe political chapees in Bur- |
mah, and tue hoatile attnude assimaed by the new |
king, the missionaries of the Board withdrew from f
Bur nah Properin Augusi, with the ¢xeeption of |
Mr. Sknous, who remained at Raaozoon. Sl as |
the year under review was theo completed, '_wt-r
shall fullow the usual method in detailing the op- |
eralions ol the mission—t1e names of the mission
aries b-ing attached o the stations respectively |
occupied by them prior to the revolution.

MadLvein.—Rev. A loniram Jsdson, Mr=. Jud 1
son, Mi. R .yal B. Hncock, preacher and prin-|
ter, Més, Hancock, Rev. Sewall M. Osgoud, prn-
ter.

Ko Myat kyaw, Ko Dwalh K»s Stiray by dea- |
cous, Mosug Shway Mouag, Moung En, Ko Mun-!
pok+, Moung Ouk Mo, Moung Shivay Goon, nia- |
t ve preacnuvre, Moun: Shway Hmong [Cuinese.) i
Moung Suhb, &:., native assistauts, and about 23
Balive assistants in the printing department,

Maiulmein is also the vecasiunal residence of se-
veral members of the Kiren mission. |See Ka-
Tens | |

AxaessT.—Rev. James Haswell, Mre, Haswel!,
mis<iouaties 1o the Peguans, (or Talings.)

Maomg Ouig Men, native preacher.

Raxcoox —Rev. Hosea Howard, Mys. Howard, |
Rev. L well Inzalls, Mrs. lazalls, .

Ko Thah a, pasior, Moung Shway. (Ko Shweh,)
Moung Siway Wah, nalive preachers.

Iingoon s also regarded as a head station
of the Maobee Karens, distant about 20 miles.—
[See Karen®Mission.| 3

Ava —Rev. Fogeuio Kincaid, Mrs. Kincaid,

]
'l

Mmung Shway Nee, Ko Kui. pative preachers,
K Tulis, senool-teacher, Moung Oo Doung, na-
v assistant.

D-signaied to the Burman mission, and on their
way, R -v. Elward A, Sievens Mre. Stevens, Rey,
Ly:aa Sulson, Mrs. Sulson.

Rev, Abner Wehb and Mrs. Webb, lormerly lo-
eited at Riozoon, have returged 1o this country,
an accoant of Mrs. Webh's impaired health, in ac-
cordance with the unanimous advice of the mis.
sion, and the reconmendation of her auendant
phesician, and with the cordial approhotion of
the Board. They left Maulmein Sept. 16, and ar-
nived March 84, :
Osguod died of polmonary coesomptian,
regretied, Oct, 5

RS e i e ey
et ot of Beperaiin, -

Mra.
M Mh.lh missionaneshave, in 1,
| | aera
¢ their labors as in l'wm;.'m‘e

| classes,
hut ‘ehe felt mmeompetent, She was persuaded, | !
and a1 length gielded and tock a elass of yourg | like a wan who knuws his cause to be a bad one;

s none of whom were pious. She urged the subjeer

was the frst mani'estation of the woik in the
|

' would now be premature 1o speak—which we

| work of the Holy Spirit, to 1he exclusion ol hu-

cursion awonyg the Pezusns, and during the rains
had confined himsell chivdly tu tne study.of the na-
tve language. The native assistant was daily
1alking 10 the peeple, wnd giving books. Suuw pro-
it &sed 10 be congidering the elaius of the Christ-
ian relizion, but their cases were not deemed ve

il after a short season of decline, had been
cunstantly crowing i intleresl,
allded to, were thade inJan. and Fob,
Balu 1iland, aud along the Gyieng and vihier fiv-
ere. Mr. Haswel was lli.lp‘irlg tu winvrate the co-
ming dry season, distribnting traets. &e., of which
6 bayeheen printed in Puguan, in vouivas of 10,

| 000 copres each.

T REVIVAL INTELLIGENCE,

The lollowig account of an vxlensive avork
of grace which has been enjoyed, tor a few months
past, in the schonls connected with the Cougre-
gavonal svctety in Munson, we have recentlv re-
ceived Ina letter [rowe the Rev. Dr, Ely, of M.—
S. 8. Fusiter. .

Tre revival commenced among us ahout the
beginning of the presear year. 1t was flist ap
parent ia individual Christans o different pans
of the congregation, by their peniivuce for their

backshidings and earnestness in prayer; by tueir |

activity in dutv, am! by tiherr consulation in
Christ.  The first subjeets o the wolk among

sinners, were members of the Salibnth sehooi ar
the north village. Taere were fifteen or licen'y
hopeful conversions 1 that schuul, bwfure there
were any who manifesied anxiery for theirsalva-

| tion, in any other portivn ol the cungregation.—

Tue work scon discovered itself w1 the centre
schools  Belure any. began Lo inguire, “« hat must
[ doto be sav:d?”
creased solemnity and attention in the congrega
tion, that the Spirit was moving upon many
heants,

Ahout the commencement of the vear, alter|
1 short vacation, our schoals are vrzanized anew |

for the wintor, and we go throvgh the same pro
cess in the spring,  Whea the centre schowl upen-

Cvd fur the winter, a s'sterin the church—a voung | huusell the wrier of the aluresaid Circular.
| married Woman who seemed o he among the firsi

who partook of the reviving nfluences or the
Spirit—1e0k her place as a scholar 1 one of the
She was advised 10 become a teacher.

ladies froun 13 10 16 vears old. Sae remarked,
1hat wheneshe entercd the class, she (elt as it she
<hould sidk down under a deep sense ol ber res-
ponsibility and unofitness for the 1ask ; bur she
resolved 10 try to do her duty and to be fattislul,
in dependence on divine aid.  She went therefure
10 the rhrune of grace, with fervenev and brokes -
ne<s of h¥arr, for wisdom aud swenzth for her-
self, and particularly a0 behalt ol ber sgholars,

ol relizion upon them m conaoection with 1he
lessonx, - Soon, all of them, and almost simulia-
neously, he’tg.m to be deeply afl-cted, were brought
under conbiction, and svon, excepling one o1 two.
were rejaicing in hope! One of these bas since
died,—a amust lovely and ooly cluld—aud we
have reasan to believe, has gone to glory, Thas
centre school. Several whole classes -in  this
schoo!, we ! trust, have heen boin of God.

Wiile many were under awakenings, and some
rejoicing 1 hope in the centre village, the opera
tions of the Spirit becawe visible 2t the South
Factory. At the close of one of the Saibath
schouls; fiftren or tweniv ol the.scholars gathered
arouind the superintendant, under great anxiety of
mund, inguiting what they should do tv be saved
In that school and village, the work [roceeded
with great rapidity and power, and scme cases
have veeurred of unusaal . interest—of wh ch it

hope will not disappoint our expeciativns.

No extraordinary means have been used. Tlie
work commenced, and bas progressed under the
operation of the ordinary exhibiiions of truth from
the pulpit, in the socisl meeting and’ Sabbath
sehoo!, We have always maintained the Sab-
bath school concert, and teachers have been or
ged much ro.seek the salvation of their classes n«
the main thing. At the close of ihe centre school
on each Bahbath, the superintendent has usually
presented a summary of the lessun for the day,
with some plain remaiks by way of applica
Liup.

We have examined for the church—rthough
none have as yet been received—about 50 per-
sons, most, if nat quite all of theay members of
the Sabhath schools. ‘General'v, they did not
ascribe their awakening to any particular thing
as a means<; bot thewr minds were led to refl-et
upon their sinfol state and danger. and upon their
need ol religion. 1t syems 10 be sirikingly the

man agency. and the immediale or direct cause
or meanw of theirtonviction.

pion. Takechletide of lime,
desolved 50 et waier, udd 8 hule vinegar 10

e
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KECUGKLER aso WA'FCHMAN

RAL EIGH, sdiurday, July 88, 1838,
—_—————
! 'Ma;e.-'l“buo_t whe may have occasion to
sead us see ind baod [etters will please mail thew
witheut an envelupe, or else pay the pusiage.—
' Double postage in@uch cases, we rig d scmewhat
1a the lighy of an #nposition.

The Baptist Banner, we learn from that pa-
jrer, 18 to be published simultaneously a Louis-
vlle, Kens and st New Albuny, Liedivua. Byt
arrangement the editor proposes 1o eff et the i1 -
culation of his psper in the latter Swate. Toe
Bauner is o-e¢ of vur largest and most wileciive
petiodicals, mod deserves a hberal and extensive

petronage,

Abolition of the licence system.—T'he Legie.
lature of Massuc hussetts bas abiclisl ed (he law au-
thotising the sale uf ardent spirits in that Srare,.—
Thisis another important step towards the f.r.ul_o
verthrow of that system which has well nighruia
ed the coontry.

The Weuther. We learn from the papers, both
north and south of us, that the weather for several

1l the beginning of the ruins, nambered 23 schol- |

I he exeorsion |

1837. on |

it was plain, from the n- |

| sidered it prudent

weuks< past has been unusually warm. In Boston
| the inercury bas ranged from 80 to #5 degrees, and
in Charleston it has been as high as 96.  In several
other places it is ro presented a~ having been cynsid-
erably higher. . A < evidenee ol the unconnion trm-
peratur= in New York, we saw it stated 1o some ol

THE| DEACONSHIP.

gle un this subjrcty we have concluded to present
vur readers with the following, from an upfinished

jaouseripton Chureh Poliry, which we have been

souse time in proparing for the press.  Itmay jserve
the double purpose of answering the present de-
nund, and of giving vur brethren some idea of whal
we cout-mplate, should our lives be spared, and
shuuld cucumstances favor.

1. The Qualific+tions of Deacona.

1. A d.acon in achristian church should be aman
of uncommen pirty. By this | mean that his piety,
as it regards borh its ardorand its efficiency, should
be above the common order. For all the graces
and virtues of the gospel he should be pre-eminent
among his bethren. A person who has ot the
reputation of being @ sincerely pious, conscientivus,
and devuted inan, $hould never be allowed to fill
the office of deacon, nor indeed any other office in
the ~yurch. All this might-be inferred from the
nature of the appoiniment and the dutivs 10 be per-
“formed, vven had the scriptures been silent vn Lhe
subject. Seel. Timj 3 S-10.

mativn. Ry this | mean pot that he should be a
l-arasd man, nor a man of extraordivary lalents,
My mean:ng 15, thatihe should be « man of exper-
ence, discernment, and good common sense; and
that, in addition to this, he should have a general

.| arquaintance with the seriptures. with the doctrines

of religion, and with the discipline of the church,

the papers, thyt one of the Aldermen in Council
had just melted uway, and that the Coroner was
holding an ingbest over his wig. Weare happy
to learn, how: ver, that there is|no complaint of un-
u:ual drought, aud that from eviery quarter we h.-s\:c
' report of fruitful seasons and promising crops.  We
| are sorry 10 add that, with all the heat which we

All1his i3 indicpensable 10 secure tu him the res
| sp-ct due from his brethren, no less than 10 qual fy
him for the duties connected with his office,  And 2
deacon who cannot command th: respeet of his
| hrethren,and indeed of hisacquaintances in general,
can neverbe of any material advantageioa church ;

| have vxuerienced in common with athers, we nave

| nearly two mouths.

L ]

| parchicd 1o deatl,

THE ABOLITIONISTS and MK. BALL.

| Sume moaths ago th- Bapi st State Convention
of Vermont, in the plenitude of their wisdom, ad-
dressed a: Circuler to the Bapuist churches of the
lave holding siates, calling on said churches to
discipline, and in case of incorrigiblenvss, tv ex
clude (rom their communion, ail those of their
members who held slaves!!! To meet the im-
putativod and correct the misapprehensions of this
circular, the Rev. Eli Ball of Virginia, addressed
1o the »aid 8 ate Convention. ghrough the medi-
'um of the 4ieligious Herald, a tew weeks alter
| wards, what he considered a correet view of the
relatiun sustained by his brethiren in Virgivia to
domestic slavery. Whatever may be said of the
wisdom ofghis undertaking, or ol the ‘ability with
| which it was prosecuted, it 15 certain that the in-
tentions ol the wiiter were most conciliatory, and
that his views were expressed in lanzvage the
most courtevus, respectiu!y, and kivd, Toe affuir
has turned vut, bowever, just as we antcipated,
and just as any one less under the inlluence of con-
eiliatory feelings than Me. Ball niight at once have
lureseen,

| " After plainly insinuating that the number of the
Herald comtaining Mr. Bali's leuer had beea pur-
posely withhel ), the Vennont Telegraph, the or-
| gan of the Abh.litignists in that state, publishes a
I-nng article in reply, by a prison signing himself
Wurham Walker, who at the same time declares
In
Ball is not called a liur, a

this docvment Mr.
knace, nor a foul, in so mapy words; but he s
potntedly accused of untairness i reprgsentativo ;
ol nut speaking out the whule truth 5 ol reasouing

and of knowing cumparatively nothing about the
|
matter of which he undertakes to treat,

distinguishes the leaders of this schoul, slave-
holders, and Mi. Ball among the re<l. are express-
ly called * extoriioners,” ** thieces " men steal-
ers,” and the like ; and are declared to be guily
ot *the greatest possibilé outrage wpun humaniny, |

God.” Such is the wanner in which our neigh-
bur is used up, in return for his respect and atien-
tion to abolitiouists !

Thizs Mr. Walker, il he may be allowed to tell
his own story, is a perfect master | of the whole
matterof slavery as it exisis at the South  With |
the sins and duties of sleve-holders, he is as fawmil-
tar as with the letters of his Alphabet! The con-
sequences of immediate and indiseriminate aboli-
tion hetoresees with the certainty and precision
of iotuition ! The guilt of the slave-holder he
comprehends with the exactness of uspiration,and
denounces with the flexibility of a prophet; and
w iljx ull the details connected with slavery he is
vastly more at howe thao a persvn who has spent
his life in the midst of it. Tosum up all we
have wo say of this production of Mr. Waulker in a
single sentence—Ilor ignorance, insolence, arro- !
gance, uncharitablenvss, st conceit, and sell- |
righteousness, it isentitled 10 the precedence of
any thing we have seen on any saebject, While
reading it, we were constanily reminded of the
Pharisee 1o the parable : “Ged, I thank thee, that ]
«m not as other men, extortioners, unjust, adulier-
ors, or even as this publican. 1 last twize 1a the
week, I give tithes of all thav I possess.”

For ourselves, we have been long ronvineed that,
1o atlemst 10 reason with these people was only a
waste of time. With 3 man who reasons’ you
may reason in return, with some hope of success. —
But wiis those who o not reason ; who deal alio-
gether 1n bold, sweeping, and even abusive asser
tions ; who are thoroughly fortified behind a snass
of 1gnorance, pr. judice, and self-conceit ; and who
sre istlamed by a spirit of bhind aud ferocious fa-
naticism--10 reason isonly 10 dart siraws againss
the wind. On this account we have geaergliy can-
10 let the ubolitionisis alone—to
Jet theds clamer go tur what it is worth——and 1o Jet

ir fury prey upon jteeif.  Every ephemeral fue:

apd :‘  the gaseous pr.r'fu'm. by digping io «
rag, applying 1 10 the nose, oF I any viver
convenient way.— Cunton (0.) Regisier.

o Dl T4

| ovpered vravticed, the soomer Weir day will cluge,

With |
that regard 1o truth and decency which usually |

«ihat such use is prohibited nder ordinary circum-

! much less ean one who'is puffed up with-a vainand

v hopeful. “Tuv school, which was commenced | o Jjad, in this place, a copious shower of rain for | foolish conceit of ‘his owan knowledge and ability. | ! _
| . =X H . 14 - », » noy "o .
Our gardens are literally ] “Holdioa the mystery of the faith in a pure con- Ir_gum__., 1510 see that proper and sr'a:.on;nGIu provis-

science, let them also first be proved: then lvt them
use the office of a deacon being Tound blawe-
Jes-” |

3. A deacon should be a man of pecu):'ar discre-
tion. ‘The manifuld dificult, delicate, and perplex
ing duties which appertain 1o his office, render this
attribute indispensable,  Aa indiscrete injudicious,
reckless. hot-hiwaded deacon will cause more disor-
der. and do more mischief in a chuorch, than tén
men can counteract 'or do away. A chuich had
beiter a thousand times be without a deacon alio-
gether, than have one who lacks diseretion; and es-
pecially should he have conuected with this, alack

dence in Lis oavn ability. :

4. A deaeon should be a-mhan of decision. 1 de
not meanby this that he should be obstinate, inflyx-
ible, or hasty. | meanthat after having duly con-

tion he should be governed by a conscientivus re;
gard to duty, without couiting the favor, or driad-
ing the displeasure of any. A deacon who will set
aside the imperivus demands of duty, and sacrifice

gotten peace, and one who can be deterred from his
duaty by the threats of the disorderly and factious,
are cqually unfit for.the « fice, and equally unwor-
thy ot the confidence of their brethrn, He who is
| in office. whether in church or state; should not on-
ly have a mind of his ‘own, but should pessess
the requisite firmness 1o do his duty promptly and
faithfully, leaving the consequences to the di-posal
of him; who has pl.dged himselfl 10 sustain ghose
who honestly and conscitntivusly obey him.

5. A deacon must be d person who is “nol gree-
dy of filthy lucre.” Itgsinot meant by this that he
must be without prope rty; or that he must be unoe-
cupied by business. Noris it incant that he must
| not increase lris store of jthis worli’s goods, All

this is perfectly cumpalibl&- with a becoming devo-
fion to spiritualand eterndl concerns.  The wean-
ing is, thut -he must sot live money—ihat he must
not make haste to be rich+that he must not betray

- s ~ ar dels t}l 't’hl“llll’ll |‘"|.|In§l

of property—and abdye’all, that he must not
employ any mean, contradted, dishonorable, or un-
fair means to gratify hislavaricious propensities.

| An officer of the christian chureh who is knowa,

oreven susheeted, tobe anavaricious man, and es-
pecially one who is known to resurt to dishonora
ble means to campass his ends; will not only be
found ineapable of good, byt will prove 10 be a burn-
ing reproach to the cause in which he serves.—
All this is o well knoWwu 1o need further re-
mark, 4

6. A deacon must be.aperson “nol given to much
wine.” My views on the use of intoxicating drinks

have been already expressed in treating of the qual- |

ifications of christian pastors. Wihat has been said

in relation to the pastor; I bilieve to be equally true |

in regard to the deacon. | believe the 1ime has
come, in the order of events, when no officer of a

chureh, nor indeed any one else, should be {uund |

patrenizing the use of wine or of strong drinks, |
say not that a moderate use of wineisa sin; nor

stances by the scriptures, {Nor have I the least
sy mpathy with the Ultraist§ of the presest day.—
But | say that 'n these times of dissipation, when
the whole moral influence of the christian ehureh
should be had in Fequisitiop to check the torrent
of intemperance which threatens to lay waste
the dearest iuterests of sociéty, no pastor, nor dea-
con, nor layman ecan, in @y opinion, patropize
the use of any intoxicating drinks withou! a dere-
liction of duty. .I.have therefure no hesitation in
saying-that a deacon, wholives in the habitual use
of any in« briatiag drink, sad skll more one who is
l_mln or vender of shch{q}ticlr, is uufit for the
bigh and holy cffice with which be is invested —
Whatever offisial influence such may pms.;n-

stead of its being employed for the defence of ‘rau-

is destined 1o huve itz day. The abolitivns

dvulsle-s huve ibeirs, And the Jess hey are

»

ty, sobriety, and good maoralsyit is clearly thrown in-

y
As we have beeug repeatedly called on for an arti- |

2. A deacon should be a man of superior infor-

of correct information .and an overweening coofi- |

sidered the merits of any case claimng his atie- |

the interests of the cause, lor the sake of an ill-be-!

T ———

public station wlo i mwate riclly lacking hin‘ the do

mestic cirele ; nor can any one be quslified for ag
uffice in the church, who does not maintain pe
discipline at hcme. He who does not ryl- i
house, must be sadly defective either ip 5
fidelity, or in a proper sense of moral
cbligation; und;nu one needs be told, 1
wanting in any of these respects, is w
fitness fur an office in the ehurch,
at home will lesson or destroy the res
ought 10 cowmand abroad, ahd his habitof pag
management in his family, will net fail 10 produe.
its :ncu;wvuw@es .in the hause of Ged. Let ne
one therefore bg adniited 10 ‘lherdeaeon’s
the ehurch, whe is not known 10 be #consci
and succesaful ruler of his own house,

1. Duties of Deucons,

1. The first apd paramount duty of the christiap
deacon, is 10 take in hand the Pecuniary interests of
lfu- church, aud pspecia ly that pertivn of them d¢s.
tined fortheuse of the poor. It was with EXpross
rt‘ft'!'f'bt‘e to this! end, that the ord. r of ds acous w
first instituted in the church at Jerusalem.
| Acis 6. 44, |
| 2. Aonother duty of like nature and importancde j«
: to see that the necessitivs of the poor are duly pr:;
}’:,:I;fj,r:; nof]::{e bare very !'ew'uf our churglies
. urn er among their members ore

or less of Ihose‘p&‘ho are destitute of this werly's
goods.  Persons of this deseription -

. o , In seasope of
l sickness especially, are often exposed 1o want,

lli& own
bility of
and religioyg
hat he whg is
holly Withoyt
His example
Peet which hLe

seat ip

enticus

as
See

-a . A,
1 l“"f‘ been stated ip a ‘preceeding chapter. forall suck -
1115 the duty of lf.:e church to make [rovision. T; .

| attend 1o this t{us@invss—-lo s-e that funds are duly
collected ; to search out thoe who are really in
want; to see tl:e&t distribution is duly and ¢quita-
i ly made;and to tender a full and sufficien: account
 of the whole lullie chureh, 1s a primary duty of'1he

| dvacunship. See :hgain Acis. 6, 1-4,
3. Another dutly of the descon allicd 16 1he fore-

: The jas-
tor is generally fependent on the church fur his
Il he dovs nol receive enoush 1o medt
his necessary wants, and i hie does not recoive tlis
in season, much ificonveni-fice may be thereby ere.
tated both 10 himself and 1o others. To see thi
| there is no failure there—and especially to see that
! the funds destined fur this object are puncrually el
jiected and paid, dii-vulvrs mainly on 1he deacons,—
This duty evidently belongs to the deparunent of
secing tahles and it seems to be conceded by the
usage of our churches generally, that thisis a branch
of the deacon’s fusction.

{1on is made for !l‘:{ wants of the pastor,

!,suppon.

]
1

4. Ano her dulyé‘ which is generally admiired by
the deacons and cénceded Ly e chureh, is that of
serving at the labh{; of the Lord—1that is, of *prepar-
ling and carrying round the elements at timds of

reommunion, !

|}

5. It is allowed 9;‘!50 o constitute no inconsidera~
 ble part of the deacon’s duty. to assist the pastor in
taking care of the fluck. . By this means the mig-
pster’s labors niay h'g. materially abridged, and at the
same time, he may be rlieved from (ke disclarge
of duties, which, if permitted to develve on Iai:-n,
would be aptio cur:'luil bis wsefuluess. Inthe work
‘ul°~via'-iling, Ufﬂﬂt'llf!iﬂg on the sick, of conducting
prayer meetings, ofiseitling di-putes, of adniovish-
ing delinquents, ang in prepariog and biiozing for-
| word cases of discipline, a prompt and faitiful dea-
con may be of vnsptakable service 10 his pastor and
his church. Theré are times too when «¥ery jas-
tor needs the advice, the S)'tl-lpalh}', and thesuppont
of others. At suchtimes the value of vue or, mere
devoted, judicicus, hffectionate; effeciive deacuns,
is scarcely to be estimated. In all casvs the dea-
cons should form aj kind of phajanx 10 stand be-
tween their pastor and every case caleulated to mar
his happiness, to tardish his reputation, or.to impair
his usefulness. ln rases of discipline particularly
the deacons shoul | Eu-n-r let it fall on the pastor to

of ten. if the pastor ii;s compelled to become a prose-
cujor, in order to secure purity in the church, he wil
| incur the displeasure|of the offending party and all
' who act or sympathise with him. It is needlissio
say that, when such Qase occurs, the pastor’s useful-
ness in that church i$ near its end.

|
|

II. General Remarks.

I. Deacons bave np ruling power except what
may be conceded by the pastor or delegated Ly the
church. [If they assist the pastor, as above stated,

| in superintending Il'_lw spiritual interests of 1he
{ehureh, it mau-t be dose by virtue «f hie authority
not of their own. Nothing of the kind should be
undertaken by a deacon, therefore, without Lis pas-
tor’s knowledge .and consent. If otherwise, sich
procecdure can be regarded in. no other light than
an indecarous encroachment upon pastoral authori-
| 1y 5 and, instexd of contributing to lighten the pas-
tor’s labors, anl 1o promote the interests of the
chureh, will be almost certain to enhance the trou-
bles of both. The want of due consideration on
this point, and especially the usvrration of authori-
ly on the part of deacouns. has been the cause of
more dissention. confusion, and ruin in our church-
e, than perhaps any other single cause that has evs

, er operated. "

1
2. Deacons have no ministerial authority. Ta

churches which have wota pastor, it is usual for
deacons to take a leading part in the managemert
of the spiriwual affairs of the compact, especially 1o
procuning supplies for' the pulpit, in leading in
prayer-meetings, in bringing forward cases of dis-
cipline , and in taking a gemeral oversight of the
floek.  And-all this is gehejally conceded with
cheerfuloess by the church, 1o officers who prove
themselves competent and faithful. It should be
distinctly understood, hq_mﬂer, that, io all such ca-
ses ihe deacon acts by a dilegated power either ex-
pressly or tacitly coneedr-d ; and not by virtue of uny
suthority properly emagatiog from hig own « ffice.
Still more should it be upderstood, that the deaces,

i % Ahmnmh.i-n'i‘“nﬁqﬂuﬁu
w_.hicwu.im-dl." *mmhn;:
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“8 such, has noaut
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take a leading or an active part. In nine cases.out
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