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the Recorder.

From the Christian Watchman.
REV. JONATHAN MAXCY, D. D,
!SECOND| PRESIDENT OF'RHODE ISLAND COL-
lege.

T*his distinguished scholar and divine, whe
-was successively president of three colleges, was
born at Attleborengh, Mass, near Providence,
Rhode Island, September 2, 1768. He appears
to have been early destined to a literary life, and
graduated at Rhade Island College, in 1787, at
the age of nineteen. Four years afterwards, he
was ordained pastor of the fiisl Baptist church
in Providence, and about the same time was ap-
pointed professor 'of divinity in the college. ©On
the sixth of September, 1792, he was made pres-
ident of the institution, as the successor of Dr.
Manning. On being invested with this office,
he wisely surreadered his pastoral care, In 1801,
he was called to the presidency of Bnion College,
Schenectady, New York, to succeed the oung-
er President Edwards. Flis talents and popu-
larity hadinow set him on conspicuous ground;
and in 1804 he was elected president of South
Carolina |College, at Columbia in that State.

"‘He reu'én' d this office fificen years, till his death

on the m%\b of Jane, 1820. " He expired in the
filty-second year of his age, and had been a col-
lege officer for thirty years. His wife was a
daughter of Com?: ore Hopkins of Rhode Is-
land.

Dr. Magcy was an accomplished, successful
instructor, and a preacher of just celebrity, To
consammate skill in the severe science of meta-
physics he added an extensive and intimate ac-
quaintance with piblita literature. Asa teacher,
he was remarkable for the strength and accura-
cy of hisapalytical powers, and with thi '
faculey he CombiNed a singt ar_ab .
-part his views 1n, the most €lear and 1mpressive
manner; so that hiy students declared themselves
better able to judge of the character of a book
from his description, than from a perusal of the
work with ordinary care. A master of crilicism,
and admirer of the fine arts, he evinced, by his
observation on these subjects, the gift of a ready
perception united with an elegant and highly
cultivated taste,

OfF his talents a8 'a preacher we cannot convey
a better idea than by transcribing an extract
from a biggraphical notice of him, which ap-
peared in @ Charleston paper soon alter his
death. Thetestimony seems to be from an eye-
witness, who was evidently inspired with admi-
ration of his subject, but it has received abun-
dant confirmation [rom the autkority of others.

“He was a remarkably powerfol and fascioat-
ing preacher. Few men have ever equalled
him in the impressive solemnity and awful fer-
vor of his manner. | There was nething turgid,
or affected, or fanmatical. His delivery was
founded upon the purest principles of eloquence,
and, like his mind, was at once sublime and sim-
ple. His voice was unquestionably the most
clear and articulate | have ever heard. No syl-
lable of his discourse was even lost. Every por-
tion of a word was uttered with a clearness and
precision, as if, upon the distinctness of.its an-
nunciation, the efficacy of the whole depended.
Bat though his general manner was rather mild

.than vehement, and rather solemn than impeto-
ous, yet he sometimes exhibited an elogueace
animated and impassioned in the last degree,
and which curried with it, as with the force and
-rapidity of a torrent, the hearts and feelings of
his audience. 1shall never forget the sudden
burst of feeling with which he delivered an Apos-
- trophe to the Grave, at a funeral distourse upon
‘the death of a studeol, and which-by aspontane-
ous and electriz impulse clothed the whole as-
sembly in tears.” : _

We regret our inability to present the reli-
gious charadter of Dr. Maxcy. From the tenor
of his life, however, as exhibited by such scant
memorials as have survived the obliterating e
ects of time, it may be inferred that his devotion
was exemplary. Itlis most singglar, that after
‘the lapse of a few years, so little’shoald be knowa
respecting an individpal so highly distinguished
in his day. 'He published no wo of considera-
ble length. -, Four. discourses a r to com-

prise his publications. These wete a discourse|

on the death of President Manning, in 1791:
one on the atonement, in 1796;address to a
class, 1797, and a funeral sermon before the le-
gislatare; in 1818. § 5
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MINISTERIAL EDUCATION.
BY REV. ¥ GOING.:
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The churches ahonld,_'_!!lkﬂ provision for
‘proper education of sqﬂlblﬂ young men who
give evidence that God designs them for the min-
istry. Lt us be fally andersiood ¢n this psin
No particular measure of edu . should
made a standard of qualifieation :
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with ability to inter
ly urge divioe'truth upon the minds of men,my
be deemed important ; and beyond thisthe high-

erthe attaiomeuts literary, ecientific and theolog:
icai; the %lt is quite immaterial where
this necessary aration is obtained : whether
by a man's own g&;l;u. uader a private teacher,
or at a public Semivary, so that it be obtained. —
For want ofa competent degree of education,
some ministers are, perhaps, injurions to the
cause, more are almost useless, and very mian

are far less useful than they would otherwise be.
Of this’ fact, none is more sensible thar them-

selves, and nope more deeply gegret it ; and
where 0 : mdmmddh%e qu:acuoﬁ

|

commjseratio st than censure, Such should
be encouraged, and every one should do all the
good in his power. Far be it from us to lightly

| esteem them; it has pleased God that men accoun.-

ted illiterate should be the chief pioneers in the
denomination’; and doubtless a similar instru.
n:lentality will coatinue tobe in future employ:
ed.

Now it pleases God to call many to preach
who are indigent—for the very purpose ofallow-
ing Christians the privilege of contribuling to
aid them in their education, Hitherto, indeed,
the larger anl of Christ's disciples are called by
grace fromthe middle and lower ranks of life;
and it ‘is according to analogy that ministers
should principally be seclected from the same
classes. Bat it is not improbable that, as the
love .of riches hinders many lrom becoming
-Christians, it may also hinder some from preach-
ing whose daty it is to preach, However this
may be, it is certain that the larger part of the
young men who feel it their duty to preach,and,
of course, 1o obtain a proper education for the
purpose, are unable to meet all the expenses of
such education. Such need assistance; they can
expect the neeessary assistance, only. from their
Christian brethren, and 1t is plainly the daty of
the churchesto afiord it. Under the circumstan-
ces of the case, provision for the education of
ministers, like the translation and distribution of

‘the Scriptures, is in fact a part of the appropriate

work of preaching the gospel to every creature.
The gift of preaching and the talents for the
work belong-to the church, and are designed for
its benefit as the chief instrumentality. for accom-
plishing its great work in the evangelization of
the word. As itisthe duty of the people oi Geod
to pray for the bestowment of these talents, so it
1s their duty to cultivate and fost

i U
as to ‘f{w employ and ﬁp;:tbpmg-gﬁo

ility to 1m-|

As the ways of God are equal, there is reason
to believe that he ordinarily furnishes a sufficient
number of men with the necessary ustural and
gracious endowments, for the needfol supply of
the churches. There is doubilessat this time
some huadreds of young brethren in the Western
churches, who are impressed with the duty of
preaching Christ o their fellow men; but many
of them are deterred from the work by a.convic-
tion of their want of preparation for itand a want
of the means necessary to secure that prepara-
tion ; another portion are entering oa the work
under discouragements, which will retard their
usefulness through life, anless the hand of frater-
nal kindoess shall be soon stretched out to aid
them ; while by far the smaller partare at d:ffer-
ent schools and in different stages of study, Ii
we suppose Lhat there are one thousand young
men in this deeply interesting state, it would be
a large calculation to suppose that one hundred
of them are now n a course of stndy. Now if
the sentiments here advanced are sound, this fact
shows the wide delinquency ot the charches to-
wards their sons who are designed .for office
bearers ;and it farther shows the vast importance
of their immediat-ly awakening to the consider-
ation ofthe sulject, and of their promptly and

wvigorously entering on a judicious and liberal
system-of action, which shall, with the blessing

of God, increase the number and improve the
qualification of ministers. A<

To do this effectually, the few public Literary
and Theological Institutions now existing,shoald
be far bet:er endowed, and several more should
be established, and all of them should be liberal-
ly supported. All those young men wha have
recently commenced preaching, or are impres-

sed with the duty of devoting themselves tothe

ministry, should feel the desirableness, the great
inportance, and the solema - duty, of securing a
good educalion, as a means of greatly increasing
the amount of their usefulness in the world. If
they possess the pecuniary means, they shoald,
of course, defray the expense of their education,

of tEem do not possess the
means, societies for promoting ministerial edu.
cation, when they exist, should be rendered more
vigorous and efficient, .and they should be im-
mediately organized where they are needed, so
that the necessary aid may be afforded to these
brethren in season, and before their age or en-
gagements shall preventtheirenjoying the means
of education, that the cause may enjoy the bene-

fitof their increased preparation for usefulness.

We hesitate not 10 say that, in view of the exist-
ing condition of the denomination, our churches
ought to consider these cfiorts for aiding the
education of young ministers, THE OREAT
obligatory on them at the present time.

. Buch are some of the measures which ougbt
10 be taken by

b ke b |
' tli?f’pulpti?;“e'!,f’?

the churches to_procure more
cially the stated supply of
bath. - These remarks have,
reasonably protracted ; but we
ed with the importance of the

n the abundance of our
dying' testimony, we
stalements with .the
churches, and beseech thém for the love of

peak

hearts, [f it were our

i | churches, sod bescech thém for the lore

ret the Bible, and impressive- . |
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i " Froui the Presbyterian.
THE FIRST STEP.

“Take care,” said a' fiithér 1o his son, “ofthe/
“the advice was,

first step in sin"
was forgotten or neglected. = The son, confident
in his own etrength of mnd, felt indiguant st the
implication that he could be gt : :

d k ity ofa_dishon-
ourable act. Years passed on, the venerable fa-
ther had long been reposing in“the grave, and
the son at the age of fifty, reduced disease
to the last verge of life, madethe following dying
confession. “Life draws to a close, my career
has been miserable and death, me witmut

ope. A misspent life-is absht tobe stieceeded by
rrible reckgning. An afféctionate fither ear-

nestly cautioned mue in the days of my self-confi-

dent youth to guard against the first step in sin:

His advice was thoughtiéssly rejected nnd to this
mng all my subsequent miseries be traced. While
under my father's roof, and impressed by his ex-
ample,.l had thought that I could never be indu-

ced to-utter.a falsebood ; but when cngaged in
business, I \was tempted (o secure purchasers by

exaggerating the quality of my goeds, and this
50 weakened the moral sense, that -l could soon,
without compunction, hubitually deceive purcha-
sers by palming upon them inlerior articles.—

This prepared the way for direct' falsehood, and

at this, I learned never to hesitate, when I con-
ceived it to be for my worldly profit. By con-
stnntﬂfraclice, I soon .lost all reverence for the

character of trath, and at length, oo more
than one occasion I perjured mysell for gain,
with no other counteracting feeling than that of
Between perjury and my
first departare from strict truth there is a wide
difference, and yet I can now see thal the deseent
was gradual and easy, The first stép led to the

sacr

the fear of detection.

last.

Often have I heard my father express his ad-
miration of that language of the New Testament,
“let your communication:be yea, yea; nay, nay ;
for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.”
L so far felt the propriety of the direction as to
regard profane swearing as both unnecessary
Mixing however with-men of
the world, I soon 1mitated their example 10 con-
firming my word with strong asseveralions.—
These are regarded as innocent by many but
they led to greater departures from the proprie-
An occasional oath seemed to
to a declaration, and God was appeal-

and disreputable,

ties of speech.
give force

e npame wo

e off

pious manner. Swearing became a
at length my conversation was interlarded with

oaths, and my anger was expressed in the most
Thus, also, between the
‘first step Iand the last there was a natural con-

The

lime was when I would have tpurned the.insin-

terrible imprecations,

nexion.
Could I ever commit a wilful frand ?

vation. I felt strong in conscious integrity.—
The artifice of business, however, 1o which I
before referred, not enly involved a departure
from truth, but led to:the abandonment of com-
mon honesty. Praising goods beyond their val-
ue to tempt purchasers ‘was followed by more
direct and positive frauds ; and from frauds of a
minor kiod I was finally led to cheat my eredn-
ors out of a large amount by a pretepded, ‘but
fraudulent inselvency. All the public odium
consequent on such a mancuvre was encounter-
ed without a blush, and for the sake of present
gain I was willing to throw away all the reputa-
tioe U had.

Often bad I been cautioned against the insi-
dious approaches of intemperance,and my father's
maxim was, they only are positively safe who
refrain from taking the first false step. This
caution I soou learned to ridicule. It was well
enough, I thought, for these who had not the pow-
er of sell control to avoid all contact with the
exhilerating -cup, but as for myself, I had too
good .an opinion of my own resolution to doubt
my power of abstinence, whenever 1 pleased to
exerciseit. I felt no difficulty in enjoying my-
self in this wa; 10 moderation, nnd.even shouls
I, for the sake of good companionship, indulge in
occasional excess, I could prevent iL{rom degen-
erating into slavish habit. Thus: reasoned, and
thus'l blinded myself. I.made the first step;
for sometiine, I progressed, but still could per-
ceive no danger. .lbegan moderately and only
increased the quantity as [ felt m m, from
a little practice, able to bear it. - T'or several
years I was sensible of no very serious evila
resulting from the enjoyment, but at length I

suffered the shame of a public exposure in a state
‘of beastly intoxication. For a moment | relen-

ted, and - determined to tax my resolution for.an
entirereform. It shall beso, [ said, bat'it was

not so; I feltchained likea galley slave; my ef

forts to abstain, only convinced me that I had
placed myself under the power of a demon who
could retain his prisoner ; I was io shortan irre-
claimable drunkard, and each succreding da

tion and ruin, from which ‘I might bave been
saved by guarding the first step.

Simifar has been my career in other vices ; the
lustful thought has entailed dissolute and licen-
tious habits; anger in the heart has led to malice
and revenge , and here at leagth lies the victim
of these vices, worn out in body, broken down in

spect, shocked at the re-
lErighleﬂ in_view of the
fature. Oh how difterent might it bave been,
had I béen careful to guard against the firetstep

reputation, lost to self
corlection of the past,

insm 1"

FIFTY SEVEN YEARS AGO
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Ahe sonsand daughtersof the aor eiv

their first salutavy impréssions '

.School. But when the immor
Taith

Babbuth
Sche t : | founder of this
nmm;gion icd, the eye of hind hardly pene-
traled mto (uture ages, to sge what conguests over
the powers of Hell,mh m% the
means of achieving. 4 very few : :
ed since the importavee of thisfastitation 1o the"
welfare of nations,and the prosperity and enlarge-

ment of the church has been correctly and-fully un-
derstood. It is for us i for us who
now live—that God hath resezved ssedness.

of seeing what a revenue of g av acerve Lo
him, by the unwearied and myg yeplul efforts of his
friend, to teach children and yough«the precious
truths of the Bible. 4 .

‘Parents .wish .to see their children respeciable,
when they shall come upon the theatre ef: life to act
for themselves. Bat how can they be respectable,
even im a subordinate sensc, unless they are taught
the iofipite difference bétween virtue and vice? It
capnot.he expeeted—or, if it be expecied, it is a
vain expectation—that an individupl -will grow up
from childhood of himsell to be subject to the die-
tates ofvirtue,and to bate. the very appearance of
vice. Ifthis may be, then we might expect to hear
how yirtuous, bow lovely, how amiable uncivilized
nations are. Rude barbarity, and savage cruel

look into the dark regions of paganism for examples
of moral excellence as toenlightened and chrisuaa-
ized America. |

Parents also wish tosee their children happy.—
This is an instinctive feeling of parental nature.—
-Bot il parentes .do really wish to see their children
happy in alkeoming time;and tohave a pledge of
their felicity bryond the grave, surely it would seem
all the warm sympathies.of their hearis would be
excited in favor of baviog them enjay the best.pos-
sible advantages for biblical instruction—such ad-
vantages as are enjoyed in a Sabbath School. Fer
no being ever was, or ever coold be bhappy, unless
correct moral principles were well| rooted in his
heart. And an evangelical Sabbath School is the
-n%npne:y which Heaven most evidendly design-
ed for this holy implanting. Here, here 1s the place,
where the tender mind is tufored in the things
which make for its present and foture bliss. It is
the holy religion of our blessed Lord, as taughtand
enforced in the Sabbath School, which alene X 3
open o [ Jonl o v and las - =  -Her

- wies © and her gems are
the gems of immortality. :

F;r}am the i‘amily fNewspaper.
CHARACTER OF CROMWELL.

~Claiming to govern‘mankind by a pretended;
divine right, or a pretended exclusive possession
of all the virtues and talents, the hereditary mon-
arch and the aristocrat beecome -habituslly the
-enemies-of their species. Jealous -of the artifi-
cial or adventious advantages which they pos-
sess, and the more so in proportion as they know
and feel the injustice of their pretensions, they
can not bear the leust investigétion of their-con-
duct, the least inquiry in the foundation of their
exclusive right to govern, or the lvast movement
on the part of the people, or of any.brave and pa-
triotic individuals, to throw off their yoke, and
establish a more, just and equal-order of men and
things. Hence they have, inall pasttimes, en-
trenched themselves in power by standing ar-
mies, com posed of ignorant and brutal ruffians,
or mercenary hirelings, or by codes or laws of
treason, conceived in arrogance and iniquity, and
wrilten in blood: and bhence, alsg, they have
made ita part of their policy lo persecute and
hunt down every brave and noblespirited man
who has dared to pppose them, by every species
of calumniesand detraction ; and.flnally, when-
ever by arts or by larms, they have had such men
in their power, to consiza them to the gallows or
the scaffold, as trgifors tp their country, when

opposition to arbi
oppression. In all history, perhaps, there has
not been a-more.iligstrious or a more persecuted
victim of this meantand malicious spirit of mon-
archy and aristocragy than Oriver CaonweLy;
not & victim, it is trae, on the gallows or scaffold;;
for they never, thanks.betoa gracious God] had
it in their power to take off hie head, or to lead
the sage and the hero,with a rope-about his neck,
to a still more ignominious death. dn spite of |

a peacefal death-bed ; conscious of having nobly
petformed his-duty, and calmly and cheerfully
resigned to the will of Heaven; baving within
his breast the immortal hope which springs from
the Christian’s faith, and from that alone, 1t is,
indeed, a grand illustration of the democratic
spirit, that one great and good men, possessing
it in its genuine purity, was able to redeem the
glory of his country, and sel at defiance all the
crowned heads of his day. ’ w

As to his ambitionjhe probably had a sufficient

Y| ofit: “when it :
only sunk me deeper into the abyss of Gegrada- of it: but he refased the crown when it was ur-

ged on him, with many plausible arguments, by
Parliament, and when, as Hume intimates, 2
large partof the nation would have acquiesced.
Elis personal and domestic habits are acknowl-
edged, by all parties, to have beea pure end ami-
able. l-fic court was perhaps the mostimoral and
decorous that England has ever seen.’ _

' The Protector was a friend -of toleration, and
this single trait in his character is sufficient to
entitle his memory to respect. ke was not en-
tirely consistent, it is true, bat-no public man at
that day, except Roger Wfllinmn.wu'ho. Crom-
well was surrounded with difficalties ; and the
“lastraments of Government,” under which he
held the Protectorship, excluded the Episcopali-
ans and Catholics from the enjoyment of that re-
ligious liberty which it granted to all others.—
‘But the spirit of the Protector was more tolerant
than the laws; and he often connived at the

.meetings ofthe Episcopalians. ' A man, who at

ath § did, onshe princi
(4 Oflh B Lmpi ) .'l'n ' | t -‘.'. I
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been su ?:a“.t.
th. H"g’ certainlydrawn to-hir
munion of s 1&9.1]1;.*“' of reli
ty. - lo his ?Mu :
iar conversations with
ship of Millenand Roger
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esieem to a hypocrite, eithet' in nlﬂm--;i
polities. - Is it moreeasy to bel?ere suclra
man as Cromwell hds: been described, would

Miiton and w{n'&“.. “{.md i \ v
aclions, or that, hy-ail the ¢ ng

been asciibed o him, -he couid bave deceivet
thera ? ¢ 3 i e S e
These three men, in resemble:
in'their charaster, nﬂg opi bk;dh?ehm
treatment whichthey veceived. | Each wifs mis
understood ; each has suffered oblogus ﬁa
is receiving, from the calm and enliehtened
Judgment of the present age, the just.senténe
svhich, sooner or later, niil,l?@ﬂhd him. wilie

aims to advance the happiness of who
pevseveres, through ewvil and! Fm '
upholding the persecuted cause ¢ tmgm .
i . el 13 143 '
The Protector’s exeruons

e ani i
tect the unhappy Waldenzes, mm 3
im for

time suffering a merciless persecutio
him the gratitude of every:frien pligion and
libesty. dHe appointed a dayof | humili-
ation and prayer. throughout al "England
Wales, anl:i-o’;dered lhfl. a collgeﬁm should be
made-1n all the houses of worship for the relief
ofthe sufferers. He himseif headed a i
tion with the liberal donation pftwe - md
pounds, &nd in'a short time the large sam of
nearly forty thousacd pounds, waswaised and
transmitied. Not contented with this measare,
he sent letters to the Duke of Savoy, the inhu-

aom.

man persecutor, and (o sevezal of the pri of
Europe, {or the purpose of procuring deli :
for the miserable remmants of the Wald: '

oteclor,

The_poteat woice of the fofid ot
#E : nove 6f thz moparchs ofthat day ventured
espise, ultered, as it was, by the pc
of Milton, the Latin Sec:zla: b power!i:{:
‘| though-less than he hmgi ten the rage of

bigotry and persecution. - The following sonnet

their only crimq was a just and rational |speak a
ry power, persecation, and [\Westminster Abbey ; not

all their malice, be closed his glorioug career'on | _
'EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MR. SIMONS, DATED

Prome, and is also empowered to

was written by Milton on this océasion :

: L1yt
‘ON BHE -LATE MASSACRE IN PIEDMONT,

“Avenge, O Lord, thyt‘h eré saints, whose
“bones : i} ey 9 |
Lie scaltered on the Alpine n;onnmil'n,' cold
E’en them, who kept thy truth so_pure of old
Whea all our fathers ,worshipped sticks .and
stones, :
Forget not : in thy book record gheir groams,

W ho were thy sheep, and in their ancient fold
Slaia py the bloody Piedmonl.ef’e,that rolled
Mother and infant down the yocks. ' Their

moans l
Thewales redoubled to the'hills, and they
To heaven, Their martyred bl'f:od_.and ashes
soOwW !
O’r all the Ialian fields, ‘where still doth
sway !
The triple tyrant ; that from these may grow
A hindred fold, who having learned thy way,
Early may fly the Babylonian w{ni“

Judging from the rapid progress of free prin-
ciples in England, it wounld not be surprising if
Cromwell should, ere long, be recognizetl as one
of the great leaders in the straggle ol freedom.—
Mr. Ivimey, in bis hife of Milton, (p. 131) says
of Cromwell, “For whose statue [ venture io be-

eak a niche amony the illustrious. dead in
events, but the time will come when the:-gover-
nors of the nation will be so-sensible of the obli-
gations of Britian to that illastri raler and
his notle compatriots, as, maugre the meampow-
er of ignorance and prejudice, will decree him a
monumental inscription in the sepulchres of gur
kings:"” : =

From the Baptist Magazine,

RANGOON; JUNE 20, 1838.

Relationsbetween Burmah and British India—
The “heir apparent” and others put 10 death.

* The king of Barmah has lattcily,i'llimgh his

ministers, tacitly signified his royal pleasure that
the nm-frientﬁ;éﬂimwin& wm exigled
in-his brother’s reign betweenithe two countries,
should be continued. Atthe same-time it is dif-
ficult to say what are the real intentions of his
Barman majesty, The governor of Rangoon,
who has charge of the lower country from
) > any diffi-
culties'that'may arise with the English,has more
than opce.intimated to Mr. Bayfield, the acting
resident, that it would not he prudent to send a
resident to the court jast yet ; thatthe king might

| consider it aninsult offered to him, and, getting

angry, setious difficulties might arise between

the two hﬁo;ernmaﬁ:;t. I;I‘: therefore 'm'md
mends that t who may be aj

by (h:"go'vgem:rfeunl.-ahonk_l : ;emmp.l:lnu-
goon ; and he has no doubt that, in two-or three
years, whenthe palace isdfinished, the king will
receive him 10 gmmmuﬁmn sn_nl:
olhilro ‘master, as the attiy f

7310 be, we may conmder the dificalty
r:mththo fer:’:'menta._. g the trealy,
as settled for the present, 5 '

:
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