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FAMILY READING—THE BIBLE.

]

BY DR. HUMPHREY.

It is taken for granted, that the Bible will be
read morning and evening, accompanied with
other devotional exercises, in every Christian
family, That our children should be taught
from their earliest years o hsten to it as the
word of God, all but open infidels will agree.—
But on the question whether the sacred volume
ought to be used as a reading book, either in the
faumily, or the school, there is not the same unan-
imity of opinmion. Some parents are afraid, ihat
if it is read by their children, lor any other than
strictly religious purpeses, they will lose their
reverence for it; that it will be bropght down, in
their estima‘ion, to a level with the writings of
uninspired men,and that thas, the great object
of &, as a divine revelation, will be defeated. —
This will depend, U think, almost eatirely upon
the parent or teacher. If you show bat little
more reverence for the Bible yoursell, than for
any common book, and merely pat it into the
hands of your children as an entertaining history,
oras furaishing some of the' best lessons for 1n-
provement 1n the art of teading, they will of
course be very apt to lose sight of this sacredness.
But it would be extremely illogical to infer, on
this acconct, that it is not safe 10 use asa family
reading book. If your children see that you
yourself regard the Scriptures as the oracles of
the living God, if when you put these “lively
oracles” into their hands, you exhort them to
receive the gift, as from the “Father of lights;”
and if by soitable remarks, you keep this in
their remembrance afterwards, what danger is
to be apprehended, from that familiarity with
the sacred volume against which the objection

1s supposed to lie. 1f it is infinitely beller than
any other book, ought not our chiidren 1o read

W more than they do any other, that every part
of t may be familiar to| their minds, and that
they may beable to turn (o any passage without
the help of a lexicon? ,

Bat the more fully to test the validity of such
an objection, let us appeal to facts. Is there
less reverence for the Bible, in famlies where
it is read a great deal, on week days as well as
on the Sabbath, than in any other families? Do
fewer children ofthe former become pious, than
the latter? No. God blésses his own trath, by
fastening it upon the memory and the conscience,
though the individual is often, at the commence-
ment, unconscious of the process which is going
In regard to the corraptions of
Christianity, and the various forms of heathen-
ism, therecan be no question. The church of
Roiae understands this matter perfectly. Though
she does not allow the Scriptures to be read in
the family, or the school, she puts her breviary,
her legends and her traditions iatu the hands of
allthe children of her communion, at the tender-
est age. These they are taught, to regard as
sacred, they constitute their only reading; and
what is the consequence? Do they reject the
Romish faith, because the books in which it 1s
taught are always belore them? Oa the con-
trary, they drink it in with their mother’s milk,
and ever after adhere to it with a tenacity which
might well make mulittudes of Protestants blush
for their own instability. What other reading
book have the great body of the Mohammedans,
either in their families or their schools, bat the
Koran?  And does familiarity with their Bible
shake the faith of their children ia the truth of
its absurdities and blasphemiea? Every bor‘liy
knows that it has the contrary effect. It binds
them to the religion of the false prophet for ever.
So among the Hindoos and the Chinese. Their
saered books are their most familiar reading
books; and it is this influence more than any
thing else, perhaps, that holds them in the most
deplorable, intellectual and epiritaal bondage,
from generation o generation. Why then should
the Holy Scriptures, the word of the one living
and true God, have diametrically the opposite
effect upon the minds ol our children, if we make
them mare familiar with it, in their tender years,
than with-any other book? The objection, I
am sure,cannot be raintained on any.fair groand
of argument or experience, :

It may assist us tp estimate the value of the
Bible, as a family reading book, if before we
look at it as a divine revelation, we suppose 1l
to have been found half a century ago, some-
where in Judea, and to have come inio our

hands merely as an authentic hastoun.l record
of pastages. Viewed in this light, it would be

invaluable, for it is the oldest hi"""hmiitﬁu down with them and going over the history

world. - It carries us back w0 the beginning

time, and gives us the only rational account of

| part of his leisure time more profitabl

-
b

counexion with the history of God's chosen
ople, tells us of Egypt, and Babylen, and
inevah, and Tyre; of the four great monar-
chies also,®and of those ruthless ¢ uerors,
who sueccessfully trod down the- :a.:?ona as
the mire of the streat. - Herodotus is allowed
by common consent to be the fa\ger of profane
history, because he first collected the materals,
und gave them the form of authentic narrative,
All before him was fable, tradition, wild corjec-
ture, and the most revolling mylholog!!'c;nl ab-
surdity. But Herodotas flourished only 430
years before Christ, so that the Bible was the
only history 10 the world on which the least
reliance could be placed for more than 3,500
vears alter the creation, that is, during much
more than half the period since *the foundation
ofthe earth was laid!” Would not this single
circumstance catitlet to be received and read

in our families, if it had no other recommenda—
tion ?

But where else can we find such pure mo

rality—such masterly prographical sketches of
men and ol bad men—such dissections of
the human heart—suzh examples of all that is
tender, and lovely, and elevated on the one
hand, and of all that is malignant and diaboli-'
cal on the other? Where else can we look forr
such -exquisite poetry, such rich stores of didac-
tic wisdom, and so many iranscendent exam-
ples of the sublime and beautiful? Surely it
were impossible to read such a' book as this too
much, or to give it too high a place in the family
library, even if it were not inspired.

What shall we say, then, when we consider,
that the authors of this book “spake and wrote
as they were ‘moved by the Holy Ghost.,”—
that 1t is the only written revelation of the mind
and will of God, that this world has ever
received, or ever will receive—that jL is the
only infallible rule ol human faith and practice
—the only volume in which *life and immor-
tality are brought to light!” Shall we not
read t? Shall we not recommend it to our
children as above all price, and show them how
much we value it, by having it read more than
any other book in our families? Inthis respeet,
there has been a sad falling off within my own
recollectton. The Bible is not read half so
much in religious families, as it was thirty
years ago. In two many cases, it 1s all but
supplanted, even on the Lord’s day, by re-
ligious story books and other light reading,
which it would be a misnomer to call reli-
gious, even in the most liberal sense of the
term. Formerly, as socn as childrea could
read 1 easy lessons, the Bible was pat into

their hands, to be read through m a given

me, and thea to I :
The first readin® 104

a year; and it was not uocommon for children
to go through with both Testaments, three” or
four times belore they were a dozen years old:
In this way, they almost committed large por-
tions of the Scriplures to memory; and many
have been heard to bless God, as they were ri
pening for heaven in old age, that their minds
were in this way so early euriched with his sa-
ered truth. But now the gift of the sacred
volume is first in order, and if a few of our
children read it through once, in thecourse of
two or three years, it is regarded as a great
achievement; while the great majority, il they
undertake the task at all, relinquish it before 1t
is half accomplished. Indeed, I am afraid it
would be found, upon strict inquiry, that a great
many children of adult age in chiistian fami-
lies, and even some professors of religion among
them, never read the whole Bible through in their
lives. And if they never did it is probable that
they never will. Indeed there are Christian pa-
rents who begin to doubt whether some parts of
the Bible ought to be read ai «il by their children,
on the score of mcdesty: Iam freeto admit, that
incomparable as the Kaglish version is, there ate
some words and phrases which have become ob-
jectionable, by long and vulgar use. But let us
beware that we do not carry the objection too far.
Every one who believes “all Seripture is given
by inspiration of God,” must allow that whatever
cgange is disirable in the language, the mean-
ing, the ideas, ought to be retained; and who
will contradict the apostle, or rather the Spirit of
God, by saying that all Seripture is not “profita-
ble.” tznough it may be inspired? He who gave
us the Bible, the whole Bible, knew perfectly
well *what was in man,” and understood all the
topies which were needful to make it just such a
book as we want. It may be therefore, thai the
very passages which are objected to, are calcula-
ted, when read under the direction of a judicious
parent, to guard the child against the most peril-
ous seductive influence to which he may be ex-
posed, and to strengthen the principle of virtue
within him. We may ‘“wrestthe S¢riptures to
our own destruction,” at any period of life; but
it were 1mpious to look u this as the natwial
and necessary tendency of any part of God’s Holy
Book : and I have no doubt that some young per-
sons have been made iofidels by ihe religious
fastidiousness of which I have just been speakin
“Can that be the word of ¥ they have been
ready to ask “which our parents do not think fic
for us to read ; and if these parts are not inspired,
who knows butthat the whole isa forgery 7’ For

the Bible as it is, % nd i1 over tom .c_.hildteng
as a “light to their feet and a2 lamp to their path.’

But in recommending the sacred volume as a
family reading book, I :;dn;uch m.:;c in !iigw,
than merely giving it to childre requiring
them to read Eo n::ng chapters d:{l;,}dll it is fin-
ished. I know not how any parent can spend a
_ to himsell,
‘and to those whom he most tenderly love, than by,

of the creation, of the fall, of the floed, of Abra-

myself, I think it inﬁn;ﬂ-m safest way 10 take | 8
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It does not require superior learning, or lllll.::

Good sénse and a warm heart will enable any pa.

rent, with the helps of which he may easily \avail

himself, 1o make the Scriptures the most profita-

ble, as well as one of the most inﬁbooh in
the world, for family reading. ﬂ;fica history,

however, it will occur to every one, ought, like

profane history, to be read with a ;ot; atlas spread

out uion the table for gonstant reference. ls it

the ark resting upon Ararat, yoar children will

want to know where it is situated.  Is it the jour-

ney of the children of Egypt 1o Canaan; through

what waters and countries did pass 7 Is it

Babylon ; where Was it situated, apd what kind of
acity wasit 7 Aod so of -every thiag else, the

blooming group around you, will be vastly more ;
interested and profited by seeing where the patri-

archs aod apostles lived, and where the events re-

corded in the Bible transpired, thav they could be

without the maps. 1 have only rosm to ad¢, thar

the more familiarly you can refer10 ancient man-

bers, cusioms, &ec., the better will your children

undersiand the Scriptures. :

e e

From the Presbyterian,
NARRATIVE ON THE STATE OF RELIGION
Within the bounds of the Presiyterian Church,

as submitled to the Genevol Assembly,
May, 1839 :

_ Christian Brethren—T'he object of this narra-
tive which is apnually addressed to you by the
General Assembly, 1s 10 pot you in posscssion
of a summary of the state of religion in the Pres.
byterian Church. Such a skeétch must necessa-
rily be imperfect, not only from the extent of the
subject, and the very coucise terms of these narra-
tives, but from the nature of religious inflaence.
Much of this influence lies beyond our reach, be-
longing rather to the secre's of the heart, and the
deep things of God. We sheald also bear in
mind, even where its effects can be traced, the
progress of Christianity is notto be measured by
s direct results alone. The indirect influences
of religion, aslhef blend with all the relations of
man, are frequently the most important, and tho’
they ~luode our search they constantly operate,
and with silent pace, change the character and
institutions of men, prepare the way for the gos-
pel, and deeply affect the destiny of distant gener- ‘
ations.

~ Besides the above there are also other influen-
ces of Christianity, which ought not te be over-
looked in a narrative of this sort.  For example,
the loss of doctrinal purity may be as fatal tore-
ligion among a people, as the prevalence of open
immoraluy. _T'o resto le in such cir-

=

controversy, is a great triumph of the Gospel, and
lies in fact at the root of all true religion. Yet
the conversion of men 10 God may not appear
among its immediate effects,

Again, the order of the house of God is an es-
sential part of histrue worship, of the nght gov.
ernment of the church, end the efficient propaga-
tion of the Gospel. To preserve that order un-
impaired, or to restore it when disturbed, is, there-
fore a great duty of the Church of God, as the
pillar and ground of the truth. The history of |
the Presbyterian: Church, for several years past,
affords a striking 1illustration of the above re-|
marks. The result of these controversies, about
our doctrines and our order, by which we have
been so long agitated, form an essential part of

—— -
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Babbath-schools. Our hopes of success in spread-
ing the Gospel, rest under God, na l.rg-l:_:uu-
ure on the religious education of the world in its
infancy. THis is a work sa simple, so practical,
80 sublime, that it ought largely to enlist the
prayers and labors of all the ple of God.—
With the Bible in her hands, interpreted by our
admirable standards, and carried down to the
fountain of life, by the universal instruction of
her children, the Church would be irresistible.

laid before all our churches,

In connexion with this subject, we mention
with peculiar pleasure, the growing auention of
our brethren in many parts of our land to the
oral religious iastruction of the slaves. The
wisdom and fidelity with which it has been con-
ducted, the geueral approbation which their la-
bors. have received, and the success attending
them, mark an era in the work of Domestic Mis-
sione, and should encourage our brethren large.
ly to enter upon this open and interesting field.
We cannot here forbear to extract a part of the
report from the Presbytery of Georgiu.

“We are bappy to say, in regard to the reli-
gious instraction of negroes, that this important
part of our service has received a new impulse
durit:: the last year. This business receives
considerable atlention in many pars of our
bounds. Plamations are open to all cur minis-
tere, and fields presented among this people,
which it is impossible for them to occupy. Sab-
bath-schools ‘for their exclusive benefit exist in
some ol our churches, and we are happy to be-
lieve, that there is an increasing interest felt on
this sabject. Within our bounds there is one
minisier, whose whole ministry is devoted ex-
clusively to this people, and most, if not all, the
settled pastors aud stated sunplies preach as often
Las once a week to this class of our popoulation,
and in Liberty county, there is at this time very
considerable attention to religion among the
blacks—not less than fifiy being under serious
impressions.”

We only add that a beloved brother in Augus-
ta, and another in the vicinity of Natchez, are
follosring thenobleexample recorded in the above
extract, by devoling their whole time to this in-
teresting work.

On the subject of intemperance, our reports ave
various, and on the whole indicatz no change or
progress worthy of special notice. But lhereljs

g o be

S:veral of our State legi
have with noble inwrepidity, laid theie strong
hands on this national hydra., The enlightened
legislaiion of Tennessee and Mississippi in par-
ticular, against this vnormous evil, has attracted
theatientions of the nation,and exceediogly cheer-
ed and aided the {riends of temperance,

Amidst many mercies for which we have so
much reason to rejoice and to bless God, we have
to record the reiterated complaints by the Pres-
byteries, of the frequent profanation of the Lord’s
day ; of the spirit of speculation and worldliness
which is ofien found even 1n the bosom of the
Charch; of the American sin, as it inay be em-
phatieally called; viz: of the insubordioation of
the youth of our land. For these and all other
sins it becomes vsdeeply to humble ourselves at

the state of religion in our beloved Church. AR

granted us deliverance and peace.

lished with new sanctlions.

prepared, by the grace of God, 1n a manner hith-
erto unknown, to meintain and extend the Gospel
of Christ.

It is a matter for devout acknowledgement to

ifest tokens of God's gracious presence in the
midst of the churches, than during the season of
trial and agitition through which we have pass-
ed. The houseof God, like the ancient temple,
may “be bailtin troublous times”" In no previ.
ous year have our ecclesiastical Boards been
more abundantly prospered; finding faver with
the people, and daily growing more usefal and
efficient; e iuuyi{ is true in regard to Do-
mestic and Foreign Missions. An unusual num-
ber of new churches has been organized during
the year. InYhe destitute places, theeall for the
preached werd has daily waxed louder. In the
churches generally, the people of God have been

aking. | confirmed in their attachment to the distinguish-

ing dectrines of our venerable standards. "More
attention has been paid to prayer meetings, to re-
ligious education,snd to the means of grace in
eneral. We are also permitted to recount a
special work of grace in the Presbyleries of New
York, Long lsland 2d, New Brunswick, South
Carolina, Georgia, Flint River, Tu_ac..loou,
Steubenville, Tombeckbee, and Louisyille.—
Some remarkable examples are r d'of con-
versions in the Sabbath-school, and large addi-

o b en made to the churches. Besides
{hese tpesial manifesiations of divine grace, the

Presbyte
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ies' lly report more than usu
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Church,

\the throne of God, and to deprecate the wrath to

ter a painful and protracied contest, God haa' Thus. Chris-| ¥

The truth | Which they deservedly expose us.

has triumpbed, the Church has been purged of | tian brethren, we have 1na few words recited to
ecror, our ecclesiastical order. nad our venera- |3
ble institutions, somelimes olnost threatened |
with extinction, huve been rescued and re-estab- |
The great charities |
of the Church have been increased in number, |
and strengthened in character, and we are now |

God, that we have seldom more enjoyetflhe man- |

al | accusation of & man's own conscience,

yon the history of the ecclesiastical year, which
has now drawa to its close.

In concluding this parrative, we venture to
suggest that in the new and solemn circamstan.
ces of our Church, we oughtto rejoice with trem-
bling ; to lake care that we properly improve the
evenls by which we have been so much favored,
 to the greater glory of God; and to prove the

sincerity and supremacy of our love for the truth
| by its universal diffusion. The word of God is
not bound. Let it have free course, that it may
' run and be glorified. We can no longer derive
| apologies for our inactivity, from divided councils,
intestine commotions, or conflicting inlerests.—
We enjoy the unity of the spirit in the bounds of|
peace. Our trials have passed away. ‘The open-
ing field of the world 1nvites us.  All thingsare
| ready, and the stumbling blocks have been taken
out of our way. If our doctrines and order
should now lose their efficacy in ouf hand; if our
ecclestastica! organizations should now languish,
and our zeal now be permitted to expire, we shall
meet the due reward of our sins, in the desertion
of God, and the execration of all men. Chris-
tian brethren, “we are persuaded better things of
you, and things that accompany salvation, though
we thus speak” Let us arise in the might of
God to do a great work for the glory of the Lord,
and the salvation of the world. ; .
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with

i J. L. Wiuson, Mod.

.. THE DOOM OF THE HCORNER.
Close of Dr. Bedell's iast sermon.

If there 1s on earth ulLone thing which is
more difficult to sustain than another, it is the
Poverly
may be barne, calumny borne, affliction of any
kind borne, but the mental anguish of consci-

of God—*Whocandwell with devouri
who can lie down 1n eternal burnings
there is still a more fearful guestion,—w
bear eternal seif-upbraidings 7
fal declaration, “that for these who reject.

sacrifice for sin:” but it is still more
know that for such there remaineth ngescape

terrific, to possess the clernal Consele
having done that deed of sell-destructi

s i s RER. ATIET e .
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intense than the onconsuming fire ol.'icm-ml
wrath, Thereare fearful questivos .

ek

: Fril to

There

vation uf the Gospel there iemaineth

At this age of impression, the knowledge of the | from the more than devouring flame, the géorpion
Liord should be imparted 0 every child that lives, | sting of self-recrimination. It were terfible to
We are happy 1o add that a committee has been | hear, in the great day of judgment from the
appointed by the General Assembly at its present | lips of the In_c?g’z. “thou hast destroyed Ahwsell;"”
sessions, with instroctions to digest a plan to be | but it ie more uwnspeakabl 3 nzomcelval

i
ion.:

My dear brethren, all this is what e scof-

ner is preparing for himsell Your $ias you
bear, with noue to take from your soul the weight
of wrath which rests upen it ' Yoor sorrows
you bear, with no almighty comforter;
scorn of heaven you bear, and the scor ‘ofhell,
and worse hand !

The

In what a contemptible light
he regards the transient sips of joy, fot which,
thechildren of sensuality foregotheir exerlasting
interest, when, like Adam, they sell paradise for
anapple! For one morsel of meat they tgnounce
a birth-right, as Esau, or (aste, with.:-.ifqnalha_n
buta liule honey, and for it they must die. His
pleasures, not being of the sensual king}| fill not
his cheeks with blushing ; nor his heavimess the

end of his mirth. He eats not only the' food of
angels, but the bread of God. The lines

are
fallen to him in pleasant places, aud;jhe has a
goodly heritage. ‘I'he greater an epieure he is,
8o much the more temperate. His|pleasures
neither darken his understending, ::&numfy
his conscience, not take away his heart. It is
his alone 1o find honey without stings, and roses
void of thorns. Take 1o voarselves, he says,
your paradise of fools, and your impu delights;
serve yoar divers lusts and pleasures, all ye that
are in the flesh, but “I.delight to do thy WI“..' O
God; thy law is in the midst of my jseart, —-
Away with the weeping food of Egyptjthe onions
and the garlic. Welcon.e thow, hear_eTlly man-
pa! Hail, ye everlasting, jovs, whi¢h do not
reseruble the cracking of thorns under a pot;
but the cheerfal light of the sun that shieth
more and more until the perfect day | ‘tb.lx yours
alone not to be blasted by sickness, or mpped by
the winter of adversity ; and even iﬂ.!%th you
shall flourish like the palntree, u‘ipus into

eternity.—Mc Ewen. i

d4 |

:'fjiher, and

Little boys think they know more Hl‘ian older
pecple. When their parents tell them to take
care, they think there is no danger. In this
way children are often hart. Theylate foolish,
and will not do as they are bidden,! Always
mind what yoar pareats tell youythey knowa
great deal more than you. i -

Do you see those boys walking abdul on stilts?
They feel very great, because the stiltg it them
up. They are as tall as men. Cﬁﬁdren like
to seem tall and manly. I wish they were as
fond of being good.

Paul’s mother said to him, -Paul.-&éﬁle here,
Paul came (o his mother, and she saidi My son,
ou are too little to be getting vp on?gh stilts,

A foolish son is a grief to his
bitterness 1o her that bare him,
25 .

The bigger boys may do so, but 1 a?‘il fraid you
will hurt. yourself. O no, mother, I'am not a-
fraid ; I can walk very well"on the sglts,  Flis
mother said, Paul, you must obey m?;. Do not
try to walk on stilts any more. 1

Paul bit his lips and bhung dowl,;his head.
He pouted and looked sour. He| iyas angry
with his mother. Ohow wicked! © how un-
thankful! He forgot how-many lohg nights
his poor mother had watched him when he was
a sick baby. i
Little children, never look sullen and cross
at your dear parents, God sees {his, andis.
n’!'mm‘wleﬁ'M:’ I.-I our.§ .I'
t mother, for this .phi  God, |
obey his mother? [ will tell you!, FHe went
out into the street, and sat upon a large stone.
Presently, he saw two boys come by | with their

gilts. Paul said to himself, [ do ‘:’;_bg care for
what mother says. O what a wicked thought!
God heard what Puul said in_hismind, It is
the devil who puts such things into the miods of
children. Resist the devil, and He will flee
from you. 3 T SEE allS Fhal

- Paul did rot rvesist the devil. He was full

of wicked thoughts, He ran 12 got his

stilts. Then he got upon them,. walked
aboot through the gutters, and puddles, and
muddy places. ' At Jast he saw theiother boys
tying the stilts fast to their legs, 8¢ thal they
might walk without holding themiwith their
hands. He did so too. Just as_he began to
walk on them in this way, a large liog ran un-
der him and knocked him down.| 'When they

lified him up, his leg was broken iu' stwo places.

-Children, obey your parents. -~ '

Sunday Sclwid Friend.
i3
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states, in the. Western Christian A
in his labors for the missionary caus

ham, of Joseph, of the plagues of Bgypt, of the S ibooliby deserved distress i have a man who.js worth from twelve 1o fifie
e e S | 8t e Ty i o, s e 0 M b e v ok S, 1 el
and of the origin of Mlrghoom o Loy o Sy trEindeyets ], -and Neh jand the sev- culing the pleasing progress of the Gospel, self reproaches, that one portion of the sufferings | was, “1f we have Py fon 2 nget i
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