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ANTIQUITY OF TIIE BAPTIST CHURCH.

No. IIL
Conatinued.

I have already shown trom the gentleman's
own reasoning, that although immersion was

& | “ for thirteen hundred
years,” yet, notwithstanding, “when corruptions

universally practised

began to come in,” whieh was in the “second

and third centuries,” then “baptism began to be
administered 1n different ways,” and “sprink-

ling began to be practiced by some;” then, “those
who held immersion exclusively to be baptism—
were called by the sprinkling party Anabaptists.”
So the gentleman makes out that the name “An-
abaptists” was known in the “thizd century”—

This, however, does not accord exactly with the

statements of his favourite historian, who says
“We do not pretend that the primitive saints were
called Baplislfs ; all went under the
nomination of christians, and when t
to file off into parties, they took ‘the s ir
the men by whom they were led. No denomi-
nation of Protestants can trace the origin of its
rame farther back than about the time of the re-
formation, and most of them have originated
since that period.” In a note of reference it is
added “The Methodists originated in 1729.”
The Baptists, I presame, claim to be a protes.
tant denomination ; and according to Mr, Bene-
dict can trace their denominational name no fur-
ther back than the reformation. Proecclesia,how-
ever, tries to make outthat they existed a long
time before that period: bat history contradicts
him and says the name of Anabaptists was

given in the sixteenth century ; and that of Bap-

-'tli;:i’ei-;d‘anu in Enggtfd-lm m!’m"'wm

theif™®wn commadfion, seat one .of their nam-
berte Holland to receive immersion, after which
they rejected the name of Anabaptists or menno-
nites and adopted that of Baptists.”

“Bat thatall the primitive christians would have
beencalled Baptists, if sentimental names had
been in use,&c.” This isthe opinion of Mr. Ben-
edict, and I suppose of Mr. Proecclesia also.—
But did the want of “sentimental names,” pre-
vent the “primitive chnistians” from being cal-
led Baptists? I was under the impression that
the ancients were much more remarkable for
signifiicant names than the moderns are. In-
deed this is too notorious to require proof, or
admit of a doubt. But that the ancients were
not deficient in this malter is plain from the fact,
that in Antioch the followers of the Saviour were
first called christians ;and So conscious was my
Newbern friend of the truth of what I am now
saying; that either threugh forgetfalness or de-
sign, he in apparent triamph exclaims “upon the
authority of these I say that John, the harbinger
of Christ, was called *Baptist, that this title was
suggested by his work, at least one peculiar fea-
ture of it,that ofbaptizing.” Ifthen this “peculiar
feature” in his work,suggested such an appropri-
ate name for the administrator,liow came il to pass
that it died with him ? Why were not his follow-
ers, or those whom he baptized called Baptisis?
And how shall we account for the fact, that the
“significant and proper”’ name of “Baptisis"’ -be-
came obsolete, or was not found in the ar-
chives of the church until after the reformation ?
If the denominational péculiarities of the Bap-
tist church have always been on earth, from the
earliest dawn of Christianity, as Mr. Benedict
supposes, how shall we accoant for the’ back-
wardness of the world  in assigning uato them
their significant and proper “appellation.” For
it seems from the statement of the historian
whose words I have already quoted that the
name “Baptisis” was first assumed by a disaf-
fected company of Independents of England in
the seventecnth century. T shall be much obli-
ged to my friend Proecclesia if he will do methe
following tdvor,—Mr. Benedict says, “and when
they—the christinns—began to file off into’ par-
ties, they took the pames of the men by whom
they were led”—in the filiog off, of .which mea-
tion is here made, who was the leader of the
Baptists, and from whom did they receive their
name? Now, il seems evident neither Christ
nor any one of his apostles was their Jeader, be-
cause they were not called by any such name.—
‘I out of the “abundance of opposing testimony,
he can find no information on this point, he need

not put himselfto unnecessary trouble.to-

y curiosity. : =t
Proecclesia says, f"ﬁhe point at issue belwe
me and Laurentious now is the origin :

ry, his wi say botb." Being somewh
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of what I said about the rise of 1}
church he Envn three facws ;-—*1. Pk
ities which he

| Baptists ™"

it follow us a necessary con
adifferenc ofcyiﬁ-m ymmustbe the

eamity 7 "Cannot an individdal honestly
froén an opinion or
and even a lover of the author of said opinion and
practice? Batforthe sake of trguh?n?auppose
[ should admit that all my witnesses were ene-
mies of the Baplists; does that fact destroy the
credibility of their statements, or render them in-
competent to record the truth? Would such
an objection annal their evidence before the ju-
dicatures of the land? Do we not sometimes ap
peal to the enemies of Ch ristianity to eonfirm the
truth of scripture events 2 To instance—to Na-

@ A
- r

has adduced are all en emies o

Bethlehem ?
Christ was

Christ’s crucifixion and doctrine of love 3 And
to Pliny to establish the truth of the prevalence of
Christianity ? Admitting the propriety of what I
bave here said,how perfectly childish is this seuti-
meat,—"“Before we can be required to receive
the testimony adduced as infallible, it must be
shown that peoples’ enemies alwavs tell the truth
|| whedhey speak of their principles and histo-

To Pilate and Josephus, that

2. ‘"Another circumstance to be taken into
the account is, that the witnesses bronght for-
ward contradict themselves—Bishop Tomline
according to the extracts given by Laurentious
allowsthe Baptists to begin in “the beginning of
the fifteenta cenmtury,’ Goodrich in the six-
teenth.” o

This is further evidence of Proecclesia’s “gim
at fair dealing”—"the witnesses contradict them-
selves.”- This is untrué. If it could be shown
thatthey contradict each otker, no man can prove
that they “contradict themselves.” Bishop Tom-
line who is here named in connection with Mr.
Goodrich, was not introduced by me to prove the
origin of the Anabaptists of Germany; but their
establishment'sn Eagland. All the witnesses
rw-ﬂ.;mm'“ their
evidence would be received in any civil court in
christendom. But suppose there had been a
slight disagreement, would that be sufficient to
invalidate their testimony ? 1f so, then I will
venture the supposition that there is scarcely a
fact, of long standing, in the world but what
[would be destroyed or disbelieved. Who does
not know that the ime when St. Matthew’s gos.
pel was published has been made maiter of de-
bate among critics; some fixing it as near tothe

1 ascension of our Lord as A. D. 87 ; others extend

itto A. D. 62; and others fixing upon several
intermediate dates? Andthat it has also been
a matter of dispute whether his gospel was writ-
ten in Hebrew or Greek ?  If the simple fact of
want of agreement as to the precise date, be of
sufficient moment ‘to justify the rejection of all
testimony, then long before this day, the gospel
of Christ would have been cast “to the moles and
bats,” %nd a guilty soul been left to wander a-
midst the darkness of uncertaioty, to a state of
terror and despair. I will oot follow up a suppo-
sition so absurd, lest I offend the common sense
of my readers. :
8. “But what we wish chiefty considered is,
that his statements and extracts contradict other,
and better testimony—I don’t know, but I should
suppose that the scriptures, particularly in the
English version,are as good, if not better author-
ity than that produced by Laurentious.”

Am I to judge from the above paragraph that
the mind of my friend is undetermined whetherto
ive preference to God's word or to human pro-
uctions? As to my own part [ feel no hesi-
tancy in saying, “Let God be true, but every
man a lar.” And if Proecclesia will give mve
from that book une single passage where infants
are positively forbidden the rite of baplism ; or
where the primilive christians were called Bap-
wsts, 1 wiﬁ surrender the _Fom.t. And, again,
though irrelevant, if he will give me scripture
to justify him, and his brethren in rejecting from
the Lord’s table, those whom God has received,

baptist minister, I will give up the su _
Proecclesia admits that the term “Anabaptists
was applied, in former times, to the people now
called Baptists by their enemig and so does Mos-
heim. What seems to all
much pleasure, and on
stress, is, that Moshe

the gentleman
th he lays particular
says, “the true origin of
the Aabapti in #he depths of antiqui-
ty, and is in consequence extremely difficult to
be ascertained.” 'I'oa man inordmary circum-
es sifch a statement as this would afford no
asure, would bring no satisfaction, 1f the or-
{iginof a thing be so “hidden" as to render it
wegiremely difficull to be asceriained ™ and yet
the accurate knowledgeof the fact is essentially
| mécessary, what advanjage can such pro{qungl
certainty be to an individual, or a set of indi-
a man held in his handsan
| immense estate, which could only be retained on
| condition of his finding the original document
' aed the bequest; and he in his
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2 'Ted that this sect started 4p sudden
\

ractice, and yet be a friend

crobius in proof of the massacre of the infants of

on earth? To Lucian in :roof of

| merely because they have not been digpec: by | pro
jeet.

—

member, which is
Robertson, who dates their rise
reformation : and to (his Moshein himself seems
10 agree in these words, *this uncénainty will
No} appear sarprising, when it~ sider-
several

quotes from

ceuntries, and at (he #ame point o
leaders of very different talents an
and at the very period when the first contests
the Reformers with the Roman pontiff; drew
alention ofthe world, and employed the pens o
thelearned, in such a manner, as to render all
other objects a matter of indifference.

g Ilf;l may be indulged a few moments while T
sha'l paraphrase this passage, I think a key
v!rlll be given to the di&ulty which Proeccle-!
sia sees in it—"This uncerainty”—as to the
éruc origin of the Anabaptists—“Will not ap.
pear surprising when it is ascertained that this
| sect staried up suddenly in several countries at
‘the same period of time”—that the uncertaint
he_ra_ spoken of, does not allude to the time of lben:
origin, but the spot where they first commenced,
n:ld the individual who was the first originaior
ol the faction,is quite evident from these words b
the historian—"At the very perivd when the
first contests of the Reformers” &c. Here, the
time when they sprang up s clearly defined : and
harmonizes with the statements of numerons
other historians—*“Started up saddenly in seve-
ral countries at the same point of time” —says
Proecclesia “If they started up ‘suddenly in se-
veral countries at the same point of time,’ then
their origin cannot be fixed in any specific coun-
try,-'—:t:}d moreover, they must have ezisted pre-
wiously.”—This is specious, but not selid. The
contests betwveen the Reformers and their oppo-
nents, was so absorbing in its character, as *“io
render all other objects a matter of indifference.”
Availing themselves of this favournble oppertu-
nity, it was an easy lack for those who as Mos-
hein observes, “were disconcerted under the go-
vernment of the lords,” and “who declared war
against the laws and magistrates ;" to form their
plans and even rise simultaneously against their
rulers, This will appear still more plausible
when we remember that the sa.ne historian says
g’l‘.hu% iR s ian . al its_commencament. ana. .
PeR ppaoe '
wished to be relieved of some of their burden
and to enjoy greater freedom ; respecting relig-
ion they did not say much, Bat when the fanat-
ic Thomas Munizer, who had before deceived
others by his fictitious visions and dreams, and
some other persons of a similar character, had
joined this irritated multitude, from @ divil com-
motion, it became, especially in Baxony and
Thurnngia a religious or holy war. Vol. 3. pp.
41—42, This isa rational and easy solution of
the whole matter, and shows plainly that instead
of its being “incredible that they shovld have
become so numerous at the very point of begin-
ning,” that it was the natural consequences of
such an insurrectionary commolion.
could not such a spirit as Munizer do with such
an excited mass? Ripe for rapiseand blood,
they only needed a lspirit rendered daring by
fanaticism to lead them to deeds of horror; and
such an onethey found in ThomasMuntzer.

' Once more—Proecclesia says—* No they
were diven into those countries by cruel meas-
ures, and they continued there until the circum-
stances which prepared the way for the reforma-
tion brought t‘I’:em more prominently into mo-
tice."

And-far better for them, and the rest if they
had continaed in obscuritiy, than to have. been
brought 1nto notice by such circumstances!—
But my Newbern friend, must pardon my incre-
dulity, when I inform him tha: I cannot receive
his “ipse dixit” in this matter, He must tell
from whence they were driven, and when their
flight took place; and support his say so by in-
dubitable testimony. Nothing short of this will
suffice ; and unless it be given, his assertion will
be regarded as the offspring of his fancy.
LAURENTIOUS,

e

ON SPIRITUAL DISTRESS,
Sormow is the common lot of humamty; but
disappoistments in our business, losses in our
ty, bereavements in our domestic eircle,
diseases in our bodies, or even all these combin-
ed, are light, compared wilh that mental anguish
to which some of the children of God are at
times subject. ‘The spirit of a man will sustain
his infirmity; but a wounded spirit who_can
bear? It happens not unfrequently, that the
Christan is troubled on every'side, yet not dis-
\ressed: at other times the case is reversed i:nd
while all things arouad are prosperous, he s fil-
led with a deep, exquisite, aod absorbing grief,
which words caonot adequately deseribe. ' No-
thing indeed can surpass of equal the forcible
language, and the vivid and varied m.mger.‘y of
\Bcr? ture, for we find such anguish is called
tlrlaﬂing the cup of wormwood and gall, walk-
ing in darkness, sinking in deep waters, passing
‘throwgh the furnace and the fiery trial.  When
the infinite evil and awful consequences of  sin
are distinctly perceived, without any clear dis-
covery of lhe alonement and righteousness of
| Christ: when relapses and declensions, inord:
nate pursnits and selfish indulgencies, have ac-
cumulated a load of guilt upon the conscience;
wheén atheistical thoug hts and blasphemous ideas,
the poisoned darts of Satan, have been shot into
the soul; and when, as the last and worst cir-
cumsiance, the light of God’s counteaance 1is to-
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flash aéroes the mind,
lling isthe prospeet of death and jud;
he distress of pious men is by the
uniformly attributed to fanaticism. A

account of nervous debility, or morbid mela
ch‘qu.. They seem dftaid lest the safferings :
re -Tms men should, in the estimation of the

tentions, |

y | flict within the citadel itself where he is s
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-SOFTOW 1% continuaiTy before me’ - -Eonr the

What | -flesh, and the messenger of Satan buffets thee,

| that plotted her rain, and with the inscriptions

is calculated and intended to produce
ndoubtedly trae, that religion is l:he only
ce of permanent comfort and refined joy.—
But it must not be forgatten nor concealed timd
Christinnity isa restorative system_and th'cmgﬁ
all its medical prescriptions “are safe and

, the siate of men as,

powWer eve way - to
ence to the hw:, of Ih{i:llhr
same lime they were free, or

P

world, reflect dx‘ redit upon religion itself. from ment 3
is- "d lb‘g b ‘ ‘2 ] . ‘. 'Eb’ ‘u, com e I'. L
cy rity, am%ﬂt:{:ﬂ y 18‘ n ""b of
ce and sweet satislaction, which the | free ig; used to show Mt that-acsios

refult of no compulsory coercien, t
wholly by the violation of its agens
men act according to the most g
position of their hearts, This f§
that whereby men are the pr
moral law; bound to obey th

aalutary, they ofien prove, from th
evil habits and corrupt f';)rgs.cior:':a:,'t-xr.l:z'.:er:‘glh by
Eamful in their immediate effects. It must a
e remembered, that the Christian life is con
ly represented as a warfare; and though the
combat is not always equally fierce and violent,
nor do all oceupy posts equally perilous, the be-
liever has not only to engage the enemy at the
outworks, figlting behind®his rampart, but is
frequently cdlled 10 maintain the arduous

ro%dhwith darkness, dismay amfl confussion,
When we meet with a good man st I
agitated with doub's and fears, or deepl :;::ﬁgy
ed in spiritual trouble, he| ha -powerfn{ claims

Upon cur lenderness and sympathy :
For, with a scul that eveitkg sling
Of sorrow, sorrow is a sacred thing.
Not to molest, or irritate, or raise
A laugh at his expense, is slender praise.
He that bas not unsurped the name of map
Does all, and deems too little all he can. ’

‘T? assuage the throbbings of the fester’d part,
And stanch the bleedings of a broken heart.’

Let not any one who is severely tried, conclude
that his case 1s singular; a conclasion which
10 such circumstances, almost every one is npi
to draw. Bome of the most eminent saints
throughout successive ages, have been exercis-
qd with !he keenest inward conflicts, and at
imes weighed down with a crushing load of
woes. Hear David: ‘Mine iniquities are gone

Creator, because he have them, 1n_their
the ability to do so, a:d therefore requires then
fove Aim with all their heart, soul, mind, and

dience ; for this would be to rendet their service
a iiguier glnecessity, and not of chaice, .void of
n&tue, afncapatle of giving any homor. [n
or eMhat men’s obedience might f""‘_*til'lin:: Ve
viriuous, and honoring, to their Creator, th
mast be free Lo disobey,if they chme te do so.
“T'is this that renders them responsible for their
actions-—the subjects of praise jar blame.—
Without this they could not be blessed in thewr
obedience, or condemned for their sin.

‘The fact that men have sinned has no tenden-
cy to alter, or change, or abate the claims of
their Creator on them, or their obligations of
obedience to him, in the least. ‘has created
them the subjects of moral government, and
commands them accordingly; and it is their
duty to obey; but their foolish heart being fully
bent in them to do evil, they will not. They

tur. Therefore they are without excuse, and
Justly aondemned, and would all ‘perish in their
own corruption, if God was not better to them
than they are to themselves, bibe

Bat God, in the infinite provisions of his
mercy, has purposed in Christ to employ such
divine operations and influences las shall, in
perfect accordance with his free ‘of men,
make his people willing in the day of his power.
It is believed that all the saving ‘operations of

langusgeof Job: ‘The arrows of the Almigh-
ty are within me; the poison whereol drinketh
up my spirit: the terrors of God do- set them-
selves in array against me,

Nor let the man filled with spiritual distress,
think his case hopeless. s there not balm in
Gilead? Is there not a Physician there? 1Is
not Jesus exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour,
to give repentance unto Israel, and the remis-
sion of sins? Yes, Jesponding soul, in him re-
sides an inexhaustible fulness of grace. Take
then the precious promises of his word, and try
their efficacy. While a thorn rankles in the

hasten to the merciful and mighty Redeemer.—
Spread thy wants and woes before himi;and urge
thy requests with unceasing importunity, for he
will not fail to answer in due season, ‘My grace
1s sufficient for thee; for my strength is made
perfect in weakness.” Mysterious and incom-
yrehensible are the dispensations of Providence;
Lul we know that all things work together for
good to them that love God, to them who are
called according to his purpose.

“The long existence of the christian church,
would be pronounced upon common principles,
impossible. She finds in every man a nataral
and 1oveterate foe. To encounterand overcome
the unanimous hostility of the world, she boasts
no political stratagem, no disciplined legions, no
outward force of any kind. Yet her expecta-
tion is, that she shall live forever. To moc
this hope, and blot out her memorial from under
heaven, the most furious efforis of funaticism,
the most ingenious arts of statesmen, the concen-
trated strengtii of empires, have been frequently
and perseveringly applied. The blood of her
sons and her daughters has streamed like water.
The smoke of the scaffold and the stake. where
they wore the crown of martyrdom in the cause

skies. ‘The tribes of persecution have shouted
over her woes, and erected monuments, as they
imagined, of her perpetual rumn. But where
are hertyrants? And where are their empires?
The tyrants have long since gone to their own
place. Their names have descended upon the
roll ofinfamy. Theiwr empires have passed like
shadows over the rock. They have succes-
sively disappeared and left not a trace behind.—
But what became of the church? She rose
from her ashes fresh 1u beauty and might,  Ce-
Jestial glory beamed around her. She dashed
down the monumental marble of her foes, and
they who hated her fied before her.  She has
celebrated the funerals of kings and kingdoms

of their pride, has transmitted to posterity the
records of their shame. How shall this phe-
nomenon be explained? We are at this moment
witnesses of the fact, but who can uafold the
mystery 7 'This blessed book, the book of truth
and iove, has inade our woander 1o cease. The
Lord her God inthe midst of her is migoty.—
His presence is a fountain of health, and his
protection a wall of fire. Armed with divine
power, his gospel, secret, silent, unobserved, en-
ters the hearts of men and sets dTi‘n e.'r_er!auinF_

4
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of Jesus has ascended in thick volumes to the/ the: first fruits of the Spirit.

God in_men are to_brin _this willing-

them t
‘men, but always seeks to ¢ ]

evil inclinations, and so toturn them to himself.
The evidences of God's favor towards any, are
therefore not to be sought in forcible restraints,
but in the drawings and sweet inclinings of their
hearts to seek the Lord, and to olitain his favor.
Now are we to think these sweet drawings are
the less certain, because theéy do not rise to
coercion. The Lord, who forz_éd the heart,
knows best how to govern it, and form it anew
to love and serve him with true delight. -

Extr,ct from 'l‘hduek;‘s‘ Sermon.
THE JOYS or'lmgriq'u. :

There is only one kind o!'eﬁio{; in which the
soul is interested, and of whi ' never become
weary. 'This is the joy and the peace which
the testimony of our adoption " "Giod brings
with it. Oh ye, who are yetafar, off, there are,
yea there are, in the life o!y the faithfal Christian,
not only minutes and hours, there are days, and
months, and years, which he could wish to be
prolonged to all eternity, and he 'could never be
weary of them, There is a richness in these
periods, and a fulness in them, and a Jife und a
stillness, an activity and a deep repose, and a
steadiness, which fills the whele soul, and which
no onecan adequate:ly understand, but one who
has felt them. And the voice of the faithful
Christian bears audible testimony, “We ha
tasted of the %d word of God, and theipow
enjoywiie?i below, they havea for
future world. iy P A

From this you will understand why, in our
text, the children of God are called heirs of
God; and wh bch is imparted

the Spirit whae

to them, is called the surety of the future inher-

assured how rich a harvestis vet ;ia,d_il}_ar thet

in heaven, when they shall behold in glory
what they now hope for in weakness. Butso
long as you remain destitute of that degree of
faith, bdwhich you m?y tuséei she..._ powers of
the world to come; so long, UBristians, as you
are not made happ;' men by the power oi'lypnr
faith,—tell me, how can you e F the words
of your Redeemer, when he saysthat ‘the man
who  bas faith has already pressed throngh
death, and has passed unto life?’ Tell me,
does there not appear to be a sacred mtimation,
in these words of Jesus, that- the idea of faith,
involves something more, decidédly more, than

that poor and starveling principle which is al
thal your experience comprebe s?  Bul who-
ever of you in this Christian aspe bly can

we have felt the powers of thejs
since we have exexcised-faith;
rienced.the first fruits of the
one day be followed by the
have been sealec by the Holy
and have thus received an heav
inheritance : whoever can say this, to _yon

] : 4 - g
::a%en is secure beyond a doubt. Ye happy
oot & solitary

of our heav-

kingdom. It elodes all the vigilance, and ba

| fles all the power ofevery adversary. Bars and]

ones, to you there remaineth _
| doubt that heaven shall beyou(_!% home. When
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rength; but never coerces thc? this obe- _

choose their own evil ways and doings, and re-

itance. The apostle says.in the subseguent
:mnt::.t, that t::;wbo have ‘have received

: " Now the 6 ’l
froits of a harvest are followed by the full har-
vest. - Inthese first fruits Christians are ful

Spirit of promise,




