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“maineth of the sa
~ ther does it ceaseto de bread.”
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Tas Recorner & WarcudaN 15 published every Sat-
urday, at $2 50 per annam, if paid within six months,
or 32{11 paid subseqaently lo thal period. :

Any person who will become responsible for six
copies, or who will forward the names of six subscris
bers, shall be entitled 10 a SEVENTII COPY GRATIS.

No subscription will be received for less than oxs
vear, unless paid in advanne; and no discontinnaoce
will be allowed until arrearages are ?aid. _

Persons wishing (o discontinue will be expected to
give notice to that effeci prior to the commencementof
& new r; otherwise they will be considered as re-+
ponsible for the easainEtwelve months.

Rpa——

All communications xcept those of agents who act
grataiteusly, 10 2cure Alteution, musibe ppsT PAID.

All remiiiauces regniarly made to our address by
smalL,shatl be at our nsk. )

Advertisemems 221 jncompatible with the objects of
the Recorder. will be jnserted on the usual terms.

From the Couference Journal.
OUR PROTESTANT FOREFATHERS.
The Lollards— Lord Cobham, and the sufferers
under the statute of burning herelics.

The death of Wyclilf, which took place in
1384, checked, but did not crush, the springing
plant of Reformation. His codes, his opiniens,
and his principles, were circulated by his follow-
ers, who were called Lollards; but why so call-
ed, we cannot satisfactonily explain. In spite of
every attempt to keep them down, the Lollard
Protestants jucreased in humbers, and spread
from oae country to another. Most of their tenets
were direcled against the doctrines and posses-
sions of the Romish Church. They had ample
cause to declaim against doctrines which dishon-
ored God and enslaved men ; and against posses-
sions held in England, in great part by foreign-
ers and all vader the tenure of a foreigner’s per-
missian, at the will of the Pope. The Romanists
knew the weakness of their cause loo well,to irust
their defence to argument and preaching ; there-
fore they obtained an act of parliarment, in 1399,
under which they were empowered to burn the
heretics. 'This act is called the statute de Here-
tico Comburendo. i. e. for the burning of here-
tics. What a parliament! What a state of

things! Whata picture of popery! Here isno

ithe creed itself,

ty, were his maintenance of a great number of
itinerant preachers in many parts of the country;
bis care in coliecting, transcribing, and circula-
ling the works of Wyclifi among the common
people, and more especially his zeal in baving
copies of Wyclifi’s Bible multiplied at a very
greal expenseto himself,

From the Gospel Messenger,

HADES OR THE INTERMEDIATE
STATE.

The Rubric prefixed to the Creed in qur A-
merican Prayer Book, says, that “any Churches
may omit the words: ‘He descended into hell,
or may, instead of them, use the words, He wen!
into the place of departed spirits, which are con-
sidered as words of the same meaning in the

—

- - . L

soul was ever conscious of remorse? Impossi-
ble! He knew, and always afirmed, that his
sufferings were undergone in the behalf of othe
ers,—that he gave bis life a ransom for man
and boldly challenged ‘the fiercest of his accugs
ers, il possible, to convince himofsin. Our Sa-
viour then could never bhave suffered from this
[veling, The very supposition seems to be ims
pious. But again: the sinner feels that be is the
easemy ol God, and in perditionibecomes the vie-
tim of hopeless despair. With

‘bas barred the door ofmercy

trance into heaven ; hope has taken her everlasts
ing flight, and the key which ualocks the g'nl.lejt!'1
peace is dropped Into the bottomless abyss, -
spair now with all its tormenting agonies, takes
possession of the lost soul. Who can believe
that Jesus 'ever endured such a {celiug as thig?

creed.” As these words involve a principle ol

tion.
the fact that very few christians at the present
day seem to recognise the trulh which they con-
tain, or indeed, to have any knowledge even of
its existence.

What doctrine does this language then teach ?
By a reference to the creed it will be perceived
that the Rubric is a directien concerning the pro-
fession of Christ's descent-into hell. For such
was the doctrine of the belief almost from the
times of its earliest composition, and it has been
retained and perpetuated in our Church, as well
by the creed itself, as by the language of the
third Article, which declares, that *as Christ
died for us, and was burried; so also is it to be
believed, that he went down into hell.” We have
already =aid, that this language isalmost co-eval
with lfe first publication ofthe creed. Bul the
daocirine which it teaches, 18 much older than
For 1athe New Tastament we
read,as a quotation from the sixteenth Psalm ;
“Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither
wilt thou sufferthy holy-One to see corruption.”®
But as the soul of the Messiah could not remain
in hell, unless it was actually there; nor could it

conceaiment! ‘T'he object of the bill was open-
ly professed—to burn heretics! The preamble
of the act rons in tais style. “Whereas divers
unauthorized preachers go about teaching new
docirines and heretical opinions, making con-
venticlesand confederacies, holding schools, writ-
ing books, misinforming the people, and daily
committing enovrmities too horrible to 'be heatrd.
&c. it then enacts,—"Therefore, if any person
so0 convicted shall refuse to abjure such preach-
ings, doctrines, opinions, schools, and informa-
tions, he shall be burnt on a high place belore
the people, that such punishment may strike ter-
ror into the minds of others” This account af
the proceeding is copied {rom a Roman Catholic
history of it (Dr. Lingard’s.) Observe, therefore,
uander the Roman Catholic esiablishment in this
country, when the Papists were in power, (that
establishment and that power against waich
Protestants are so culled for protesiing,) men
were 0 be burnt for teaching new doctrines and

heretical opinions, making conventicles and con- |

.. federacies, teachang schools, writing boaks, and

misinforming the people! The Actof Parliament
ifies no other crime; for the charge “of daily
commitling enormities too horrible to be heard,”

mea ing : ifany ity h lly b . -
WeGnLbisag.: sy enapmuy: hed veally, beck !burried, it would not surely have been guilty of

conunitted by the Lollard Protestants, their ad-
versaries would bave been toc glad to state it ful-
ly and by name, lo justify the severity of this
Buraing Act. Bat this statute was not rigid
enoagh, therefore the House of commons, which
was full of Roman Catholics in that day, pett-
tioned the King, that “when any man or woman
was taken and imprisoned for Lollardism, he
might be insiantly put on his answer, and have
such Judgment as he deserved, for an example to
others of such wicked sect, that they might soon
cease from their wicked 'preachings, and keep
themselvesto the Christian faith.

Popery and Protestantism now began fairly to
display their opposite characters in England at
the religious trials and execuiions which took
place. In 1400, William Sautre, rector of Lyan,
in Norfolk, afier begging that he might be per-
mitted to dispute Before the Liords and Commons
on the subject of [religion, was brought to trial,

and burnt on charges of which the following

were the principal:  “He saith that he will not
woiship Lhe cross on which Curist seffered,
but only Carist that suffired upon the crosa:” al-
so, “that he woqld sooner -worship a temporal

kingthan the aloresaid wooden eross:"” also, “that
- every priestand deacon is more bound to preach
the word of Gad, than lo say the candnical

hours.” also, “that after pronouncing of the sacra-
mental words of the body of Christ, the bread re-
nature that it was before, nei-

Soon afierwards, John Badley was committed
to the flames for np greater crime than thisavow-
al: “After the consccration the bread remaineth
the same material bread which it was before; nev-
ertheless, itis a sign or sacrament of the living
God. [ believe the omnipotent God in Trinity
to be One. Butif every consecrated host be the
Lord's body, tbet} there are twenty lhoﬂiﬁfw
in England.” | e

In 1417, durieg Henry Vs reign, the cele-
brated Sir John | e, Lord -ahm_,- was |
roasted alive by a slow fire, afier baving been
condemned asa heretic; or to use the words of
his sentence, which sets fofth Popery and Pro-

tion, becaus: “we have
dent heretic in his own

found him not 5 ¥ a

be there, unless it had first descended; so it ne-
rCCSSBl’iI! follows, that thetruth conveyed by this
| language of the creed rests upon the sure founda-
tion of Scripture, viz. that Christ descended into
hell.

But what is the sense of this deelaration?—
Some, who have been unable to obviate the di-

application and deep concern to every individual, | ences of hope ? :
I propose to bestow upon them a short examina- of Gethsemane declare that he could summon to

And the more am I urged to do so, from |

Was he ever deprived of the animating 'in‘?p
Did he not even in the garden
his aid more than twelve legions of angels =
He could not then, have suffired the feeling of
despair, which is part of the soul’s tormentsin
hell.  Another feature of the sufifering there is,
that it will be eternal. Bt Christ's sufferi
were not eternal. Aund, therefore, they we‘rv'm
the same as are to be those of the condemned. ==
Viewed 1n any light we may please, indeed, the
sufferinge of Christ cannot be considered as
identical with those of the lost in hell. . And
consequently, this ioterpretation of the Article
cannot be correct. $i,
We arathen led byck to the Rubric already’
quoted for the true sefise of tne expression | it is;
that he went to the place of departed spirits.—
This is a perpetuation of the old Catholic doe:
trine of an intermediate state. That is, the old
Catholic Church taught, and our Charch still
teaches us to believe, that there is an intermedi-
ate state in which all the souls of the dead are
to remain until the resurrection. They are not
taken at once to their places of final-destination
neither to supreme happiness, nor to the lowest
‘misery. But io the intermediate state, the pious
and faithful enjoy foretastes of that bliss whach
awaits-them ; the wicked undergo the beginning
of their eternal torments.  The first are not per-
fectly happy ; the latter are visited with a certain
fear(ul looking for of judgement and fiery indig-
nation, which shalledevour the adversaries,—
This view is made necessary by the doctrines of
the resurrection and the judgement. For, as we

rect mpplication of this p e to Savion
havemenéo%'d ta show, g‘ﬁ m:I:’l:s "ﬁiirmoir’r'
more than butial, from the Sopposed circdm-
stance, that the term hell is in the Bible occasion-
ally employed to designate the grave. BatiDr.
Campbell bas shown in an elaborate dissertation
on the subjeet, that such was not the ofiginal
sense of the term ; nor do any ofthe passages in
which it occurs whether fizurative or literal, ad-
mit of a full and proper interpretation with such
a sionification attached to it. In the text alrea-
dy quoted, such a sense would convict the sacred
writer of the veriest lavtology; and to‘the can-
did miad there must appear an evident distine-|
tion in his language between the corruption of
the body in the grave, and the remajning of the
sonl in Hades.” But waiviag the authority of
this text for the present, the xense of the Charch
cannot admit of a doubt, For aller saying in
the crecd, that Christ was crucified, dead and

the folly of adding “he descended into hell,” 1f
the phrase meant nothing more than had beeq
before expressed, Still less would the compil-
ers of our articles have commijted the gross ab-
surdity of adding a distinct article to assare us
that Christ went down into hell, if by that ex-
pression they irtended nothing more than his
death aad barial. For they had already twice
before asserted that he was both dead and ba-
ried. :

As thissense cannot be at all maintained, oth-
er writers, prompted by a desire to give coher-
ence and completeness to their theoretic system,
have been led into an opposite cxtreme, and have
maintained the extravagaat positionthat our Sa-
viour actually went down to hell, and underweat
the very agonigs and tormeats of the damned.—
Calvin uses the strongest language to express
this view, It'was nezessary, he says, for Christ
to feel the severity of Divine vengeanee, to sirug-
gle with all the forces of kell, and tv be agonized
with the korror of eternal death, as ifby actval
contact and experience.”®  And so with the
Scoteh confessian: “hesuaffered his humanity to
be punished with a most cruel death, feeling in
himself the anger and severe judgement of
Christ, even as if he had been in the extreme tor-
ments of heil. "t |

Bat patient consideration will evince to us
that this interpretation is utterly unfounded. It
is true, indeed, that in virtae of his being the in-
nocent victim on whose head were laid all the
sins of the world, our Lord did suffer in our
stead, and in some awful and mysterious sense
endured the vengeance of Almighty Justice.—

"But he could not have suffered the precise a-

mount or nature of the punishment lo be qnder-
gone bythe wicked. For as be was without
guile aod holy in heart, g0 he could not have
had the consciousness of guilt. But this is one
of the bitterest ingredients in the cap of the sin-
net's doom. To know that of his owa free will/
he committed acts of crime, despised warnings, |
contemoed autority, returned evil for good, and
refused to be swayed hy divine love, even by the

which will harrow up-the soul of the sinoer,

erson, buf also  mighty maintainer of other
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love of God incaraate; this consciousness it is| pecially
with .@g-;tmﬂ‘qmﬁeén—ém hﬁw'-"w‘wH Warburton seems to think that this frag

of t | th faraish traces of the same dmﬂ-ﬂt_.i;
g as this? Wiofmnr&fm that his spotless| | | eror)

believe,that neither perieét joy, nor perfect sor-

porvenbexistence | 86 ute WEaSued :
states are notlo be eatered opon unhtl afier the
resurrection. But if any one shouldiaffirm that
they can, we are then left to inquire, why is the
resurreciion of the body taugit?  Wherein con-
sists the necessity ofsuch a resurrection? [fthe
soul can enjoy supreme felicity without the bo-
dy. why shoald a body be'given to itafter death ?
Would it not rather be®n incumbraace thaa a
blessing?  And can we sappose imt a soul,
wwhich has for agres, or willions of ages, been
worshipping beneath shéthrone of God, burning
| in the blaze of his glory, and ranging throdgh.
‘out the bouuds of his dominions, wollld be pleas-
ed o retarn and uaite #self once mpre with the
body which has for the same leagthl time been
mouldering iaihe dust? Would n@dsach a de
mand on the part ofthe Almighiy appear rather
as a punishment that.as a favor? ™ And yet f
there be no intermediate state, if the @yzembodied
soul be susceptible ofthe highest happiness, aud
‘enter upon such enjoyment immetiately after
death : then this will iiave. to be Lhe fate of every
faithful soul deparied in the LoedX Bat this
makes the doctrine of the resurrection to be un-
necessary and vain,

Nor does it harmonize any: belter with the
doctrine of a futare judgement. For if Lthe soul
be adjudged to its final abode immediately after
the death of the body, why should there be an-
Cothepand a fipal jodgement?  luisan Heaven .
why should it bebrought down to 'be jadged a-
gain?  Or it igin hell; why shoald it be called
up to be condemned ? But on the supposition
of an iatermediate ‘state, all tiese doctrines har-
monise and form toge.her a consistent whole.—
After death the body is consigned to corruption,
‘the soul dessends to Hades. Here commence its
‘rewards of punishmiénis. I a believer in Corist,

is washed in that fountain which was opened up
lor sin and for uncleanness in the house af David,
and sanciified by the Spirit of boliness, peace and
joy are its portion, and us visions of glory are
bright with promise. Bat if sinful aad anbelies-
ing, it begins then to'be visited with a part of
those torments which await it as the full measore
of the secoad death. Here all the dead remain

-

| unul the reign of f‘“ shall be ended, until God

shall close the administration of thiags 1a this
world. Then shall the living be ehanged in the
twinkling of an eye, and the dead shall be raised:
ineorruptible, each to be united toits expeciing
soul : Lgen shall the judgment be set, and the
hooks be cpened,—then shall be beard the solemn
sentence : “Come ye blessed of my Father inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the beginamg.
of the world,—depart ye cursed into ev,t;rl_lmng
fire prepared for the devil and bis acgels.” “Then
shall each be rewarded or punished -necurd-mg to
the deeds done in the body: and then, not before,
shall the wicked go away 10to everlasting puviish-
ment, but the rizhleous into life eternal. Thie
view gives consistency 1o the whole system of
chtistianity ; gives to each doctring its appropriate
position, and of the whole forms a beautifal har-
¥ ewint e Jeibi

This view was prevalenl among the Jeivs, es-

hhk' among m-f'pmasm, as may be seen in
the an

gities® of Josephus, and more patticular-
ly in ;ii? diszourse -e'qnueming Hades.t 1{9

ugh

nent is
not genuine} Bven the Greek and Roman My-

e L1
« Unde étiam nnum oportuit com infer
aeterneque mortis horrore, gnasi eonserlis
luctari. 'lmmcm';?tc.r;'v?. § 108 See alw
_sinson the Creed, Dissert. . ° »
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3 is not piety.
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Dextera, quo: Ditis magni sub meaia tendit;
Hac iter Klysigpm nobis: at leva malortim
JHiseiget penas, el ad impia Tariara miin*™

of the irreligious sentimients’ from the Jews, sof
their views are pot animporiant to teach us what|
the Jews believed, "

" From the “f’u@hcz‘—'f.ughl"_'?*',

-

" OF THE GOSPEl, TO SGADAY SEROOLS,
- ‘X'e shall never know how rich a boon Hea-
"ven hus bestowed on the warld in. the Institation
of Sunday-schools gill the moyo of Christendom
o relation tothem shallbe—Astion, general ac-|
tir:.n, constand aclion, action in all the relations of
life. . i,
blnlhewclian an the organizition of schools |
views of this subject, : g
There can be no, question- that ministers and |
officersof Churches, and the whole body of the
elder members of our Churches, both mule and
| female, are mpch less generally engaged in the
prosecution of S8anday-school labor than could be
desired and expected. . We, do not ‘mean by-this
) that ministers or other officées of churches should.
all take classes, and engage-to be regularauten-
dants on the exercises of the schools. This in
some cases might not be praeticable ; but there
}lfm officers connected with the school and its
sapport'which they might weli fiil; and if they
only regularly visited the place of teaching, and
thus practically showed their interest in the pro-
gress of affuirs there, the effect would bemost ob-
wvious and salutary. o
We are not disposed to a'tribute the appaient

leave the Sunday schaolto dtseif, 1o indifference
or carelesncss ontheir part. Of two things we
are persuaded: L That where ministers and
Churches have entered with zeal and sgiritinto
the oversight aktd labor of Sunday-seliools, the
utmost harmony and kindfeeling have prevailed,
and great prosperity bas attended the institation:
aad, 3. That very often such oversight and la-
bor are forborae from the impression (unfounded
as itmay be) thatthey arenot desired, or might
be esteemed officious. :
Every truly pious & intelligent Sabbath-school
teacher will desice to,act under the inspection, as
well as with the eatirc and cordial approbation,
no ;oq of_i:lnp- pa gpts,whose children tug insuuc;,
‘bors,and whose aoxiliarv We ﬂm Pﬁhﬂ-’
ingand {eedinz the lambs of the floek of Christ.
So far from coasideriog such inspection an in-
terference, or such co-operation an indication of a
want of confilencey those teachers who are every
way best qoalified for the work, will feel their
hearts cheered and their hands gr. atly strengtnen-
ed by it. It will encourage them in all their ea-
deavors to teach their chuldren the fear of the Lord,

“Hic locus L;st,‘p;ﬂ.ql ubl nq !:il.ﬂil-ﬂil in ambos. g
sacred volufme; he ay e
in the prometion of biblical knowle ige; and yet
And as they are supposed to have detived &zny. ‘
.ma 3
$ 4t P ! S -
et Maio o} Og,aﬁqh:lght ge upon them for
great “m
sl : : leeve” ja (o bhe
gu:nnsfmming glories, “He ;hat'lda
eth not God, for God is lo=e” The

ed 10 its purest form.  And love can be

tionof the biblical erzticiem of the ni
a curse lo the Chureh.

alism of Germany, and such i the modern Gai-
we have already expressed at some length our| 5

willingness of the Chureh; and her officers to |

and it will stimulate them to greaies diligence “ip
goalifying themselves for the work, and will
animate their supplications for the blessing of God
apon their eflorts,

The work of trainiog up the rising generation
for the service and glory of God, without interfer-
g with parenial and individual obligation, or is
any wav dimigishing the mighty sum o! it is the
duty of the Cuurch, the whale Church of Christ;
nor ean she transier her solemn respomsibility to
other hands. T nezlect her duty and to leave

her wark 1o others, will be to betray her trast,
| thin her ranks, cloud Ger glories,dry up the suream
of her richest mercies, and eall dowa the displeas-
are of her 1asulted Lord.

We rezard itas one of the most interesting and
peculiar features ol the Sunday-achool system,
that it provides a place 1a which  the services ol
laymen mav be wost elfiziently employed for the
buildiog up of the Redeemerd’s kiagdom, without
encroachisg in any manaer upon the rights or
provinee of his mppointed ministers, And it is
another feature, perhaps not less interesting than
peculiar, that theTnfluence of the Charch and her
minisiry can be brought to bear fully and happily
upon the Sunday-school without any wadue in-
terference. 1f, on the one hand, ministers and
other officers of Chuiches would interest them-
selves in the placs and proceedings of the Sun-
day-school, giviag to them a promnent place a-
mong the objects of inguiry and interest, and re;

the hope and stay and crowning grace of the
Gaureh jaund it, on the other hand, the Sanday-
school would losk to the Church and her ministry
' fue eounsel and co-operation, aud ¢herish towards
them a spirit of unvarying kindoess & confilence,
there is reason to believe that the relations of
both. would be greatly improved. e

[t 1s throuzh the teachers chielly  that the in-
fluence of a faithful; discreet, intellizent nnnistry
is felt upoun the sehooland it is the ministry chiefly
who give the tode to the Sunday-sehool feeliog of
the Charch. I: is'n matter ol the first importanee,
thereiore, that all these parties should voderstand
and advance the common interest. All of us are
but subordinate agents in the prosecution of the
work, and we should rejoice tilat the institution
we cherish, is so manifestly sustained and pros-
pered by the unchangeable Being on whose prom-
ises the Choreh itsell rests-her hope ol fianal tri-
amph and glory.

PRE-EMINENCE OF THE DIBLE IN PRODU.
CiING NOLINESS, 3

But there is 8 caution that is not oot of place
while speaking of the Bible as the means of holi-
ness, Af it is not by the learning and wisdom of
this world that the soul 1s fitted for heaven, no
more 13 it by the mere learming and literature
of the Bible. There is reason to fear the cases
are not ferv, in which the Bible is regarded more
as a volume to be described and a£g1zed.'nnd
as furnishing topica of intellectual research, than

s a directory 1o hmm'md'n-@dﬂ? immor-
mug “T'he letter " Biblical learning
A man may bea id critic,

an acute controversialist, an able expositor; his

garding them, in works as well as in words, in_._[

inquities and reasoning may discover un enlar-|

- WHOLE NO| 246.
- - — - ‘ : !.'-

ged and comprebensive néqnaipméz_‘{:lw‘.ith the
mploy&ll Bif resources

- —

di-beart a stranger 1o the sanctifving m
el fs?qg,ﬂwer_
“ 40 is_gold walks of theoretical beience, he

¥ neveronce visit the garden orithe cross.— .

=

" haiff a ceatury
: lﬁn, and never discover the
‘of godliness. ‘The ths of the
comptehended by the hentt. To be
blind 10 its
i aot know-
God, o= pel is &
revelation of love.  Christianity is Jave embodi-
. ‘compre-
hended only by love. [ look upon 20 3“’:" g‘l:'
he présent age a¢
Sach is alf the Ration-

Fin of our own land. i 13 acheerless r
gion, wherethe Rose of Sharon nevér blooms :
bleak and wintry sky, where no rayifeom the Stl';n
of sfighteoasness visns the sterile soil. How can
the branches flourish where not even a rool is
lound bat_ is anfally unclasped, of radely torn
from the Living Vine? = As soon might you ex-
pectthe feeblest infant to live nud_trl}ive eradled

amid the mountain snows, as the genius of Chriss -

tianity to flourish in such a clime. ! I tremble at
recommend)ng the literature of:hé ible, lest 1
should do it &t the expease of its spiritality. [
venerate Lhe scriptures lor their ‘historical re-
search, for their literary ment, for their les;
and political wisdom, and for th_cii'_"oﬁy princi-
ples.of liberty and morality ; but I venerate them
unspeakably. o because I.bc;?._nr%ﬁﬁel ¥

of God and the power of God to salvation”—
Let others win the laarelsto whic huden sci-
ence may aﬁ“pire; be it ours 40 guida the w :
ing to the feet nf the Saviour; to fead thes
cross; Lo strew the cypress over the it

he-as laid; andihere on that hg ed pot, -
with them' to reacw obr faith and odr devo-

tiont. = 3 LT AV
But what is the ehgracter of ¢he religion of
which the Bcri_pt’nreyh;e thus iubttuméﬁhl-_‘!:-
There is a beavty and s§blimity in its spirit which
throw all other religions into the &k tre. .
Ifthere is a system of truth which is most'ob-

viously intended and fitted to refing find exalt the
buman character, that system is % be found in
the saered Scriptures, When the of heaven

aofolded his purpose of forming : Qp!gtc
praise, and giviag them a,chdi‘lic%é - that_shc
eorrespond with the ¢levated principles ol his
own spiritual kingdom, he utlered his design in
the following strong and emphatic language.—
“A new. heart will I give you, asd a new spirit
will I pat within you: and I willitake away the
stony heart out of your flesh, and Tiwill give you
an hearvof flesk.  And [ will putimy spirit with-
in you." What amazing truths {te eoncealed
under such adesign? The character which the
Bible forms is formed upen the i?’ghest model.
And whatisthat model? Is it tﬁ insensibility,
the asperilies, the anger, the pride, the egotism,
the worldliness which are so natptal to men 93—
is it the cold indifference of a stoi¢al philosophby ?
Is it the affected tranquility and ungovérned vo-
luptaousness of the disciples of Epicares? Is it
the rank, and ealth, and scepticism of the Aca-
demics? s it the intellectual rashpessand mor-
al phantoms of the modern philosophists of Eu-
rope? No, itis noneof these. These have.had
their day, and done what they coyld to exercise
the fou!l fiead from the human beart, and left it
morecorrupt and wicked than before. The Au-
thor of this great and venerated book, by this in«
stramentality, imparts to men his owa spirit ;
forms them 1 his owa image ; communicates to
them the elements of his ot dipiue excellence.
[t is a character never understood by the world
before, and one which none, even the princes of
this world, keew. The late celebrated Robert
Hall, in.a discourse of uurivailed excellence upon
the infiuence of modern infidelity remarks, that
“infidelity 1003 the universe of all finished and
consummate excelience, even infidea. The ad-
miration of perfect wisdom and!goodness for
which we are lormed, and which kindles such
unspeakable rapture in_the soul, ifinding in the
regions of scepticism nothing to'sehich it corres-
ponds, droops and langaishes.. The idea of dei-
tv is composed of the richest elemeats. - Io the
character of a benevolent Parent hnd Almighty
Raler, itembraces whateve  is v ncrable in wis-
dom, whatever is awful in authority, whatever is
touching in goodnese. Humahi excellence is
blended with mwany imperfections] ‘and seen no-
der many limitatians. It is b&

tached and separate porlions, poc.ever appears in
any ote character whole and patire.. So that
when in imitation of the Stoics, wie wish to form
out of these fragments the notion: of & perfectly
wise and good man, we know it'is a mere fiction
of the mind, without any real being in whom it

is embodied and realized. ' In the belief of  De- .
ity, these conceptions are reduced to reality: the

e are concen= .
| trated, and become the real attribates of that bes &

scnttered tays of an ideal excel

ing with whom we siand in the nearest reiation,

who sils sopreme at the head of
pervades all nature with his presence.” Althou

in nothing does wan fallen and untegenerate now
resemble this exalted portrait, y#{ 15 it the great
design of the Bible to recover and restore him to
this pristine integrity ; 1o ele him above his

mora d'eblst'l'ﬂt'l'l!-, and‘ Te ._ el
moral dignity, which shall oltima
“like uanto the angels.” and *ps
in heavenis perfeet,” -~ -
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inspired and uninspired wntings,that space
b'_-'gewgied by Leighton, No show
no appearauce or osientatious display o f

1d onlygn de. =

oniverse,and




