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70 A YOUNG MINISTER,

wing remarks are extracted from a
disied work of Dr. F.eifehild, and
mecin] attention of those to whom
pestd, 1t istruethey were origin-
Jferyoung ministers lin Grreat Brit,
.are equally applicable toall in the
who desire Lo excel as preackers

PIETY.

gpiety; it must be manifestly real
. The fire that burns on the altar
i must be of no questionabie origin ;
brrency and constancy, altest ils heav-
Without piety, a man would
od (rom the ministry by a moral
Hisacceptance ofit, in such a case,
gimpions intrasion, which no human
il adequately sanction or make val-
yilind lead the blind, they shall both
dich;” the*one for his presumption,
ot lead witkout the qualification—
thisnezlizence, in choosing such an
lader. An unconverted mioister
ote ground Lo conclude that he will
s insance be employed to effect any
wit, than otherwise. He will em-
st vain, and sperd his strength
‘wxil have no share in the honor
Baewn il he does succeeed in some
es what wil such sucecess be, but an
pof hismieery at the last day ? “What
fady, to deelare my judgments, and
eorecant into thy mouth?’ will be
pdiag intertogative of the Judge.—
while sioking amidst the shrieks and
«’tise wio have petished by their
on his unhaljowed ministry, how
I be be reproached for his inconsis-
e few who havg been strangely con-
%, and whose happy condition will
st mortifying contrast to his own!
ily on your guard against the be-
¢t 1o your own piety of the constan-
wiess of your official exercises.—
50f regular and frequent recurrence
tace a listlesspess in its performance.
i familiarity and the force of habit,
s engagements without taking any
rest in them, or seeking to asso-
zin the proper emotions. A profes-
pety, indeed, is cultivated Lo save
b, but woe to you, if you be deceived
st contented with it.  Your chief’
titom this state lies in the fervency
devotion. Yours must be a piet
iy #ret intercourse with the skies.—
mist derive those resources that wall
paired strength, its faioting spirit
i must come forth from your closet,
descending from the mount, or like
i the chamber of the east, to pursue
turse with undiminished vigor and
bevapid in the eloset—be content with

% dull—and your ministry will soon
portionably- spiritless and ineffica-.

ENOWLEDGE.

Yminister, 30 as to fulfil the ministry
""ived, is that to which I proceed to
diestion.  Hle who is professedly a
ought unquestionably to be him-
L 0f knowledge,
~ B0t possess?  The master of ofa-
S observed, that “rio man can be elo-
€t of which he is ignorant”—
o oWever, isnot the gift of nature;
.*"es us only with the faculties for
"Sitleaves the attainment to our own
" Bt resalt of the mind’s exer-
*1 powers in acquiring the ideas of
-“Fl'easmg and maturing its own.—
= Of its powers must be uatiring
. A moderately gifted mind, that 1s
ﬁlg! lhangmenling Us stores, and its
g o k10 ellect, is, in my view, 0
L :ne of larger acquisitions and more
aed v o 0iS; that remaias stationary.

@ e ‘:‘?5 an old mianister 10 @ youag
By g essi0g, fof growing re-
‘ aliss o i paios while you live.—
YWl stock;
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ile you may relax, and
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tat lives only in public, but in private |

Pty the sound knowledge youshould [

Who can impart’

vior will be referredjto your ministry, and viewed

to conpexion with it; and this circumstance at-
taches importance to certain points in reference to
yoursell, which would be comparatively trivial in

others.  Such, for instance, are all infirmiues of
temper.. These will be marked, and appear glar-
tng in you, because of the elevation to which

your office raises you, and the notice it causes 1o
be taken of you; as flows in objeets exhibited. to
public gaze are familiar 10 every eye. 'The cen:
trariely of such defects te the art of sell-govern«
ment which {uu inculeate, aad are expected to
exewplily, will negative the force of all your ex-
hortations, as implyping either the impracticability
or the futility of your adviges. i

There are certain indiscretions, into which the
very distinction that out office confers upon us,
and the attention it causes to be paid us, if great |
care be not taken, will betray us. These arise
paturally out of the weakness or vanity of the
homan mind.. In some young mimisters this van-

RALEIGH, SATUR

. " —

e . 2y ¢

GENERAL INTRLLIGENCE T, Meredit Editor,

.
— PR W T S S S R ) Sy

s . e =
DAY, DECE

- - - —— =

at our seeming extravagance. The reason is ob-
Vions : we cannot earry them along with us by
clamor, and we have pe hold upon them bz sy
rillhv-_ Instead of hangiag on ourlips,with breat)-
ess expectation to the close, they give nounintel-
ligible signs oflan agresable sensation,on observing
the approach of our labors toa terminazion, When
that. takes place, scarcely any change. is wisible
in their countenances or ‘attitudes, resulting from
a cessation of what had interested and absorbed
their minds. They have been suflered toremain
in one Settled and unbroken state of frigid tran-
quility, :

What shall be thought of sveh a method of |
stating Divine truth when compared with the
following expressive pen of an inspired apostle,

ity betrays itsell in a fondness for show. They |
launch out into an expenditure, and adopt a style
of living beyond their means, under the idea, that/|
this will Icad the men of the world 1o respectthem
the more in their ministerial charagter. ' Thus
they fall into pecuniary embarrassments, whigly
operate as a clog upon their minjisury; fettering
their minds with caies and ansieties, and brin+
ging themselves into bondage 1o individuals, who
may not always be generous or noble enough to|
forget it. 'The debtor is servant to the eredutor, |
as well as the borrower (o the len-tr. But mere
outward show, especially when kabwn to be de:
ceptive, and incompatible with our cireumstances,
insteadof attracting respect, leads to an unfavora-
ble opinion of our prudence or our prineiple, thal
musi be detrimental to the effeci of our ministry,
However narrow the income of a minister may be,
he is bound so to circumseribe his expenditure
withia it, az to Yowe no man any thing” and 1o
have something to spare for charity. Should the
people among whom he labors be so poor that they
cannot, or so parsimonious that they will not,
afford him a competency, he is justjfied in leaving
:ilu;m, but nothing can justily him in running 1nté
ebt.

f

PREACHING.

Your principal attention must be directed to
that which is the mawn duty of the mistry, and
to which its efficacy must be chiefly owipg,—the
preaching of the word. Upon the style and
character of your preaching, every thing will de-
pend. Aim,above all things, toexcelasa preach-
er. For this purpose, see that yousare possessed
of all the proper requisites ; knowledge, niterance,
liberty of speech, fervor of affection, self-posses-
sion, boldness, 'There 1s an indescribable some-
thing in a good preasher that takes hold of the
autentign of mankiond, in the absense of which no
efforis can raise us to the proper standard, But
it is incredible what improvement may be made
in the gilt of preaching, by taking painrs to excel,
and being resolutely bent, in humble dependence
upon Gop, on achievingit. You are awareol the
feebleness of utterance, and impediment of speech
under which he labored at first, who rarterwards
became the most impassioned orator of Greece, '

One great rule for attaining excellence is to be
constantly shunning and avoiding defects. Some
of these relate to matter, some to manner. Of the
former may be enumerated , poverty of thought,
little variation of ideas, superfluity of words: of
the latter, the chief relate to utterance. The
rapidity of some prevents any thing from resting
cn the mind to impress it,” or remaining in the
memory for subsequent reflection ; the slow draw-
ling tone of others is equally unfavorable to im-
pression. Nothing, however, is more carefally to
be guarded against than a monotony of cadences,
a perpetual recurrence of simnilar tones throughout
a diseourse, whatever be the change of topics or
variation of theme. This is the bane of oratory,
and would render the addresses ot an angel pow-
erless. Observe the methods of different preach-
ers. Lookaround you, and see what is most suc-
cessful, and what is useless: shun the oae, culti-
vats the other. i

From manner, however, I proceed to offer a lit-
#¥e friendly advice on the characier of your pre-
vious preparation for the pulpit. Neither let the
memory be overloaded with what is prenou}ali
prepared, nor yet so little furnished as to overtas
the powers of invention and combination at the
time, '

The style of composition for the pulpit shouid
be equally free from pomposity of diction and collo-
quialisms, or vulgar forms of speech. Yet itshould
belracy and familiar. Itshould neither be crowd-
ed with ornaments, nor encumbered with pedan-
try. What is preaching, but an ordained instru-
mentality lor a specific ead ? Thatend is the
converston of sinners io Gobp by the trath, and the
edification, by the same truth, of those z_llreajly
converted, What has a preacher to do with cul-
ling flowers of rhetoric to please 'the fancy, or

| intrasted with an instioment of sueh potent effica-

“We were willing to have imparted to youn, even
our own souls ?”  Ah, what is the exhaustion we
complain of after preaching 2 W hat is it but that

MBER 14, 1839 | "

corry us away with it,—we shall never powep [.‘ calamitous. but u'ot :llihli- ‘l'f.b;’.-l:a ega(
;‘:illv amb “pon others. Our auditors wiil be at himw’fﬂuu.”ob]ect.bffity_;' ._:“ ok obeqzﬁﬂa
ons on o cause perfectly cool, 10/ Make observa- | hereby shiclded against copyictiop ‘l‘ ;
tions on our manner, and to be amused or surprised 5 5 i

chiefly of the bodily strength or animal fefvor 32—
When is it that of the sublime energy of our in-
telicetunl and immortal natare 2 Bat this was not |
what the rpostles meant,when they spoke of “spen-

ding and being spent for Gon,” and “of travailing,” l
as it were, “in birth till Cumsr™ was formed in |
the bearts of their hearers. There have been |
men io this country who have carried the art of
preaching to its proper height, and shown us the
power it is capable of exércising over the human
mind when so exercised. Aud such we hope
there. will soon be again. losiances like these
are suficient to make us ashamed at having been

cy. awd having by our unskiltulness and weak:
ness, some of us for many years, wielded it to
so little purpose. Would Goo that the whole
power of the pulpit were azain in force through
all the land !

CAUSES FOR THANKSGIVING.
The following document is the Proclamation of the
Governor of Massachusetts, recently issued.

Whereas, through the merey of our Heaven-
ly Faiber, we again behold the fulfilment of the
promise, that while the earth remaineth, seed-
time and harvest shall not cease—I do, with the
advice and cansent of the Counci!, and agreea-
bly to established usage, appoint Thursday, the
twenty-eigth day of November next, to ke ob-
served throughout the Siate, as a day of public
thanksgiving and praise to the Gracious Being,
who has preserved our lives for another year,
and crowned them with so many blessings.

Let our deepest gratitude be awakened, while
we behold, in every direction, the fruits of the
earth, mature at their appointed season, laxd up
in amplestore, as the food of man. Let us re-
flect that thé annual harvest is the result of the
harmonious working of the great syetem of the
ma‘erial creation.—When we consider that all
the power and properties of the natuaral ele-
ments, of the earth and the air, of the winds and
the clouds, and the latent principles which gov-
ern their motions, of revolving planets, and of the
warming and enlightening sun must combine,
in order to the ripening of a single grain of
corn, let our thoughts arise from these second
causes to the Great First Cause on whom they
depend, and who from the opening heavens,
sends down the daily food ofthe whole family of
man, as in a great sheet knit at the four corners
of the universe and let down to the carth.

In surveying the mercies of the past year,
while we sympathise with our fellow citizens in
distant parts of the Union visited with pestilen-
tial disease, let us be thankfal for the great mea:
sure of health, which has prevailed within our
own borders.

Let us, on the day of the public annual
Thanksgiving, express our gratitude to the Au-
thor of Good for al. our public and private bless-
ings ; more especially. ‘

For the continuance of peace with foreign na-
tions, and tranquility at home, |

Forthe constitution of free Government under
which we live; and laws and institutions favour-
able to the improvement and happiness of the citi-
zens :

For the increasing care of education in the
community ; and for the rapid progress of the
useful sciences and arts; and of good learning ;
and. -

For the measure of prosperity, which prevails
in the Commonwealth, and the share ofthe com-
forts of life which has been allotted to the people

amassing stores of learning to gratify the curioos
and ingenicus ?  Sulficient provision is made else-
whete for the entertainment of the imagination,
and for communicating the stores of literary in-
formation. Let the pulpit be sacred to its' grand
object, the winning of souls to Christ, and, the
improvement of the charaeter of those who are
won. : . |

Without intending the most distant reflection
on any particalar persons, T cannot forbear to ex-
press my conviction, that the general style of
preaching in this counlry is charaeleiized by a
formal and tame correctness, Itsgreatest fault s,
that it aims to avoid faults, rather than to aspire
to the highest degrees of excellence, It poiats at
too low a mark. Its blamelessnes§ s its wedk-
ness. It were betier to commiL a t}nusa,nd blun-
ders in altemptiog something lofp r and upon a
wider scale. There is all the

regularity ahd

ofthis State, in as greal a degree, as to any por-
| tion of the human family: '

Above all, let us not fail to render our devout
acknowledgements to the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that he has been [)leased o
| add to all his other mercies the gift of his Sou our
Savioar and the hope of pardon and immortal life
in his Gospel. ' | ] 5l

The people of the Commoniwealth are invited
to set apart the above named day from the ordin-
ary business of life, to mssemble in their usual
places of religious worship, and unite in those
devotiorval exercises which become the occasion.
They are requested to abstain from all amuse-
ments inconsistent with the character of the day.
As winter approaches, let those whom it finds
comfortably housed, clothed, and fed, remember
that there are gonie, both intown and country,
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couversion o Ciod is prevented. Ifthe pgo .‘;".
sor can beligve that personal holiness is ngnects-
sary, and that his aceeptanee with God ;Q-juil@
wholly on the righteonsness of another, a}u_c’h’_p,
belief will be very likely to nourish a grou

hope, and make "him [eel secure while living in

sin, - Such 1s the tendeacy of a ?r,ep{@_lénl theory
respecting the native depravity of man,aud,

way ol salvation Lhro.ugg Christ, a _theory whic
is widely spread, and zealously taught, and for
not embracing which, men have recently in this
country been charged with heresy and cast, out
of the church, To unfold this theory and ex-
hibit it 1o the view of the reader, as far as may
be in the words of its defenders, and to show that
it is unseriptural and absard, and thus do some-
thing to guard the minds of men againsi being
injured by it, is the design of this tract,

Thistheory has respect to the doctrine of origi.
nal sin, the ability of man to comply with the
terms of the gospel, the nature and exteat of the
atonement, and the way of justification through
Christ. I's fundamental error seems to be a
wrong view of the doctrine of imputation. It
lays hold of the seripture phraseplogy of imput- |
ing righteousuess, affixes to it an arbitrary mean- |
ing of its own, different from whut it has in the |
bible, and then explains the other doctrines in |
question according ly, !

The kible teaches thatevery mar is responsi-
ble for his own voluntary acts, and for those an-
ly. TItsnye, “The soul that sianeth, it shall die.
The son shall not bear the iniquity of the futher,
neithershall the father bear the niquity of the
son ; the righteovsness of the righteous shall ne
upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked
shall be upon him.” = Tt teaches, indeed, thal
God establishes a connection between the [first
man and his posterity ; and that this connection
issuch, that they all become sinners in conse-
quence of his eating the forbidden fruit. 1t says,
“By one man sin entered 1nto the world, and |
death by sin;and so death passed upon all men,
for that all have sinned.” ‘I'he assertion is, that
all die, because all havesinned, in consequence
of the connection which God established between
his characterand theirs. 'I'wo points are essen-
tial in the doctrine of original sin ; that all man-
kind are sinners as soon as they are born, and
that they all become sinners in consequence of
the first sin of Adam. [In relation to the first
the Bible says, “They go astray as soon as they
be born”—"Who can bring a clean thing out
of an umclean? Notone.” In relation to the
second, beside the passage above cited, the
scriptures say, “Through the offence of one ma-
ny are dead.-Judgment was by one to condemna-
tion. By one man's cficnce death reigned by
one.”  We believe that infants are truly and
properly sinners, because their hearts are wrong,
and that this appears very early in their exter-
nal actions. Many, indeed, are slow to believe
i, because they cannot see Liow the heart of an
infant can be sinful. And becatse theycannot
see, they deny that it is possible. They adopt
the Pelagian notion that the infant’s mind is free
from any unholy affections, and in uself perfect-
ly clean and spotless. Bat because they see in-
fants suffer and die, they teach that they are sin-
ners by imputation. = They think that one/who
has no sin of his owa can be made a sinner by
impatation, and then be justly punished for that
sin which he never committed. One says, *Ad-
am's sin is imputed, that is, charged in law, to
his posterity, The sin of Adam is not reckon-
ed or imputed to his posterity as truly aud pro-
perly theirs, but is theirs simply by imputation;
a sin is reckoned to them, or charged upon them,
which they never comitted, and they are subjeci-
ed to punishmeut for that sin, without being per-
sonally or really to blame.” In a late prosecu-
tion for heresy, one charge against the defend-
ant was, “He denies the transfer of legal relations;
50 that Adam’s sin passes over upon hischildren
to their condemnatian, and just liability to endure
punishment on its account. - He denies that man-
kind are gailty, that is, liable to' punishment, on
ascount of the sin of Adam.” = Another says,
“It is necessary that the sin of Adam in virtue

1

fea ;};';e';,;gc;

apdleer 4

- another, that be teaches, “That

| cise of wrong affeciion,

to punishment as if he
Gous or Lud'ndt'sioned. I{ i¥ prei ;
:1e0Ty"is dbe decurine of the reformations - But it
z.!a_lgy.::l :l::lhvery numerous declarations ot‘q:'ghe
08 10 the contrary Edwards 'sayss €Bv
ariginalsin, as the phraseyha'i been most u‘!yn lun ‘
Iy used by divines, is meant (be innate siafuldes
Yo the. heart”’, The, Belgic. confession,
. l3.') says, ‘,Qr&eu:a! sin is the corrupiion ofit
¢ hature, and hereditary vice, by which
§ themselves arc pollufed.” Calvin

i_nali sin seems to be th . m
corruption of ou e hered tary de

| r nature, di into ail"
of the soul.—This liableness g‘;’:ﬂéﬁiﬁﬂi
oot from the dehnquency of another; for when it is
said that the sio of Adam renders us ohnoxious 1o
the divine Judgment, it is not 10 be unders!ood,fiu
il we, though innocent, were undeservedly loailed
With the guilt of his sin. Infants themselves are -
rgnderedl)bnuxious o punishment by their cun
sinfulness, not by the sinfulness of another.’—
Burgess, a member of the Westminster Assem.ﬁ y
says, “Wiho are truly and inherently made 'sinne
of Adam.| Though an infant knoweth not w y
it doeth, nor iscapable of acts of reason, why He is
born, yet he is properly and formally a sinner."—
Fhe deputies of Holland say, “Tho it was indeed
::.'llu.;vcd, tnd lia_ugh} byl them that God condemp-
+ no one, unless justly tor hi : iy,
So we believe, ani}l sayv ll(;l:ahls it dafl (4 i
“Kvery man shall die Yor h;

scriplures lean_g'
‘R s own sin.” 'E;
is according to rect;-
tude, |

the eternal principles  of
- - &

The theory in question also charzes itasa hé‘re-
sy: to believe that all sin is voluntary. ' Tt has beea
made a charge againstone that he teaches, “That
all sin eopsists in voluntary actiop ;7 and agajost

the depravity | of
plures say, “Sip is
i "TIAMI Iii_'lwa; lool§ | at -
. It S7 £y 10u shalt love L.
Lord thy God wizh all thy hearr, and thy neiih,lﬁioer
as thysell]” “Love is the fulfilling 'of the. law—
But love|is something voluntary. That is ‘.;ot-'
obedience whieh is not voluntary. It must involve
the consdnt of the mind, in order to be a ¢ )i-
ance witll the divine command. It is the eger 1se
of right dffection. So also of disobedivnge. | It:
must be something voluntary ; it must be the e If.'r-

; ] : n. And therefore we ae t?i'd
with Burgess, in saying, “Original sin, with fthe
immediate effeets that Aow theaee, bath as much
voluntarigess as 1s required to make them si g
with Augastine in saying, “Sin’is so far/a vo l':r’n-
tary evil, that if it be not voluntary, it i3 no sin at
all 7 and with Calvin  in saying, “For wesin
voluniarily, for it would wot be sin, unless it was
voluntary. . ?

— il
were right-
tetided that the

=
-8

man is volantary.,” The seri
the transgression of the Jaw.”
the law, we fiad it s

*M:, Ijar nes,

| THE WORKING CHRISTIAN, i
|

In an honest and virtuons farming commuity
it is esteémed an honorable distinction 'rfilcaq be
truly sail of one in the decline of life, or one Who
has just finished his earthly course, “he has been
a hard working man,” This distinction it is frue,
is not so much sought as it should be, in ords rto
marntain a conscience void of offence before (3od
and manj; but still, where the moral fééiinéﬁ re
not pervarted by the false maXims of corrapt iso-
ciety, it is allowed to be a worthy and 'envigble
distinction. 'Phe man who boasts that he has
nothing %0 do, and whe actually doeg nothing!for
his own livelihood or the benefit of soéidﬂ%ﬂe’-
serves, and generally reeeives the admiration of
knaves and focls only. ' Soe {1

The Christian should considerne distindtion
so desirable as that of being a kard |working
Christian. No watter whether his nameappear
on all the lists of donors, or of officers, of benidvo-
lent sociéties, or of platform speechmakeérs, if he
is reallyland heaniiﬂ a working Christian, ﬁha
early and late, with

iz purposing and laboring
| heart and tongue, to build up the ki&gdoél_i of -
ho is pleasing ta his

| Christ, be is' the servant w
Master. | Religion was never designed to make
flects are to arouse men

men inefficient, but its e
to the highest degree of activity. “Diligent in
in spirit, serving the Lord)! ~

busimess| fervent
1 who possesses the spirit of ac-

- i o bt

T'hat Christia
tive benevolence, will never be ata loss for sbs e-
thing toido. His heart will be ever set on fhith-
ful effort in the cavse of human salvation ?:nd

.{2 rwi:n:ki- doga not fall 1n his way, he will pek
What, nothing to do in such a world as this!
A workluf instant and ons

ofthe covenant of works, be so 'aid to the charge
of his pcsterity, that on account of the demerit
of his sin, they are obnoxious to every kind of
death, as much as if they themselves, in their
own persons, had done what Adhm did.” "And
he quotes another remarking upon the death of
infants, and saying, “Consequently these are al-
so guilty of some actual sin, as appears from their
death ; but that not being their own proper, per.
sonal sin, must be the sin of Adam imputed to
them by the just judgment of God.” = Another
says, “Original sin is a want of conformity fo,
and’ actual sin a transgresion of, the law of God.
Infants are under original sin only.” He teach-
es that infants die as a panishment for Adam'’s
sin, and that they are gnilty and | condemned *fir-
respective of persopal sia, not yet commenced.”
This is sufficient to show what the theory is. It
‘teaches that infants have no sin of their own, but

are held accountable and punished for the sin of
another to which they aever conseoted. ' And if

this is.our condition, who can help regarding it as

|

peakable impoﬂit_ate
1 could concelve such

is needed in the heart whict
@ thouglit. " Its, 1o ascertain why itis so.
 the heart of the Savior, why it 1550 unfeeling
| wards the woes around 17 True, Christihike
| bgnev.qle;gnce, does net wait.to be invited i it goes
- forth asuitor, willing not only to-do good unin-
| vited, butto have its offers refected and scosmed.
Ingratitade and opposition do not discourage i
The alixleut‘ on which it feeds is not derived fro
earth ; 1t comes invisible, impalpable, myde
ous, yet real, enduring, sonl-sustaining {m'
ven. |

It shonld be the éhristia "'-ﬂ-consolatién 'Lﬁﬁ he

will be rewarded according to what he has. 6ne,
not accofdmg lo appearances or reputatign, - g-ae
even rapidlyinefeas-

be silently, yetsteadily,

ing his Lord's wioney by safe invesiments, while
his neighbor, engaged in the wild specalatic
and noisy reformgof the day, may become

rapt. Let him nol be deceived, by ap

Let bim| bein the true sense of the we




