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John Robinson! !

You have seon and heard and paid your
sevenly-five cents I 1!

And you have also read that

GOLD is Going Up! Up!!
sdmonishing the prudent that now is the time tobuy

sod
' HOWERTON

the place 40 buy goods Cheap.

Cheaper than the Cheapesl,
Ir at Frankford’s old stand

Two doors above the Market House,
and one door below the old Drug stand of Hendermon

& Emniss.
IF NOT, itis never too late to be convinced, and if

you will call on
HOWERTON

where you see his sign out, a few purchases, or even
s fow Inguiries will remove “the shadow of the
ghade of the ghost of & doubt.” sx Gov. Vance says.
His stock is varied and extensive ramifying every
at of merchandize and equal, if not supe:

pior to any in market.
Having adopted the system of always p;l:i cash
and therefore buying at Uie jowest figures North,

5 :
HOWERTON
fs enabled o adopt in selling the prinefple of thenim
ble sixpence and sell atthe lowest fligures.
His stook conaists of (among many articles too te-
disus to mention.) ) "
Goods, Hardware, Groceries, Crockery,
Boots and Shoes, Hats and Caps,
Yankee Notions, Confectioneries,
B such other articles as are usually sold in this
maritet. T
3" Country Produoe received fnbarter. The high-
@st rates are allowed for sprriula:;rlt |aamll notes. I
Examine and price my stock before huying else-
W, = rton.

where. . )
Salishury, X. C., Oet. 16, 1866, twhkw

Cheap ! Cheaper! Cheapest!

V. WALLACE,
NO. 2, MURPHY'S ROW,
(Next to McCubbins, Foster & Co.)

_SALISBUARY, W. C.,

_HAS JUST OPENED AN EXNTIRELY NEW
sad well selected stock of DBY Goops, such as

Flannels,
DeLaines, (all wool,)
Merinos,
Alpacas,
Prinls,
Bhirtings,
_ Sheetings,
Domestics, bleached and unbleached,
Notlions,
ies Prress Frimmings,
&, &e., &e., . &
and various other articles usually sold in No. 1
Dry Goods Establishments.

A Choice Selection of Cloaks,
Shawls, &e,

Clothing! Clothing!

GOO0DS,

Boots and Shoes,” Tranks, Valises,
thing pertaining to the fur

Hags, Caps,

llas, and eve

*« gishing of au outfit fur gentiemen.

—p—

- GUTLERY

ehenp ik the cheapest.

e f |} e

= Groceries, &c.,

P © Al kinds, kopt constantly on hand and willbe

" soMd ‘ow for sash.

-~

—_—

Country Produce

.+ fgken invexchange for Gods. Give me acall
and [ will insure satisfacti n

V.- WALLACE,
¥o.2, Murphy's Row.

1

oot 31 —4wam

thet be has satisfied every unprejudiced mind |

“| and a half years ago every

THE

OLD NORTH STATE.
(TRI-WEEKLY.!
K3~ RATES ot::u-r_l;'nlr'rmx. L

TERMS-CASH IN ADVA NCOE,

Tri Weekly, One Year . - 00
bot Rix Montha, . . 00,
- One Mouth, - ol

(WEBEKLY.)

paper, One Year, . - - 88
“ Hix monihas, - . 1.
" W Ten copies One Year, - 9.
Twenty coples, One Year. 40.00
A cross ¥ on the paper indicates the expiration of
the subscription.
The type on which the ** Oun NonTn Brars,” ls
printed Is entirely new. No pains will be red to
make it 8 welcome visitor to every family. In order
o do this we have engaged the services ol able and
accomplished literary contributors.

ADVERTISING RATES
" TRANSIENT RATES
For all periods less than one month
One Square, First insertion
Each subsequent insertion
Contract rates for periods of one to four maonths.
I mo. [0, | Sua | du0. | fi Mo
$5.00 | #8560 | 81201 | §'600 #2000
750 | 1300 |'ruu| 21 ml 27.00
1000 | 1600 200 | 2600 I 3 400
1200 | 1800 | 2300 | 2800 |
13.00 | 1900 ] 2400 | 12900
9000 | 27001 3300 | K00
5.0 | 33 W0 | 40 lnl 45 W)
30,00 | 42041 b2 60,00
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$1.00
50

1 sQUARK,
RQUANES,
SQUARES,

4 SQUARKS,

QUANR. (OL

HALF COL

3 QUAR. COL.

ONE OOL.

3850
4400
IR
70,00 |

Ten lines of solid minion type,

square.
Special Notices, in leaded minion, will be con
tracted for at the office, at not less than double
the rate of ordinary advertisensents,
Inserted as reading matter, with approval o
the editors, fifty cents per line.
Advertigements inserted irregularly, or at inter-
vals, 20 per cent. additional.

The rates sbov= wrinted are for standing adver- |

tisements.
One orLwu #qnares, changeable at diseretion,

.Uhl(wr cent additional. |
ore than two squares, changeable at disere-

twenty-five cents

Five squares estimated as a quatter column
and ten squares asa half column. Bills for ad
vertising, whether by the day or year, will b
oonsidered due and collectable on presentation

Mnn—m;;t of Represnta-
tives, Docember 10th.
The Confiscation Bill of Mr. Stevens,

being under consideration, M. Eldridge,
of Wisconsin, spoke ag follows :

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Mr. Speaker, it is
time the Union was restored. It is time
the.people were enjoying the frnits of the
victory won in its name and on its behalf,
Jt iw time the natien on-whese- aeecunt, in
whose interest, and by whose power and
valor the batt'e was fought should be al-
lowed to rest, to respose, to recuperate.
The bloody and terrible war of more than
four years duoration ended alwost three
years ago. ‘The hellish passions it engen-
dered, the vengeance it evoked should
have ended with the war. Peruicious pas-
sion; vengeful hate hate, all the destruct-
ive and malignant appliances of war are
incompatible with peace. More than two
army of the
confederates sarrendcr-d, and every cou-
federates surrendered, and every confeder-
ate soldier- gave up his srms and eacd for
ace. Bincethat day no war weapon has
Een raised, no armed mao has lifted bis
finger against the vational aathority, bat
all, all without exception submit them-
sclves to the Conatitution and laws of the
United States and have or are ready to
repew their allegiance to them. - These
were the terms demanded from the begin-
ning of the war to the end ; these were the
terms of surrender. Why then is not the
Union, the object of the war, restored }—
Why is not the oppressive foot of the con-
queror taken off the bowed neck of the
couznl:led, and the future liberty, prosper-
ity happiness, and uuity of the lL-puElic
re-eatablished and assured. »

Sir, in answering these questions the
historian, the faithful, the impartial histo-
rian, will prefer the most fearfulindictmen:
againet the party that has had control of
this Government. - It will be a record of
ﬂd‘“ H ‘d 'M h'r (lr_.bl;u
ken faith, of anfulfilléd promiscs, of rights
Tsregarded, of consutavions overtiTown,
and of tivil libeny trampled under foot—
and all in the integest of were pariy

=

¢ redioralion of our couniry Iu’?ﬁgfﬁ‘fﬁ_'l

beeu at all times and wholly in the hands
and power of the Republican party. It
alone is responsible for all that has been
done and all that has been left undone. It|
elected the President and it elected the |
majority of Congress. It bas agrecd with |
’l.mh the Bresident and Congress:, Since |
the majority of the party began to differ |
w.th the President it has not dared to eom- |
wit itself to auy terms upon which the cpo-
f.derate States may be permitted represeut-
ation, (!
It seems to be afraid the terms might
be aecepted and scorus a finality. Itspeuds
its time in augry cuntentions with the Pre-

| sident, and in devising schemes leropposing |

| him and deludiugthe people, It will be hap-

SALISBURY, N. C..

4700 |

tion. per square of ten lines, for every change, ||

e by

Uens; or by sny gther

Lthe block 1 How many men, women,
. niliand-aasi

! e Fuationis which has beceme |
1) wrn upn o na N W 1} L hecotne I_'
al e T ey~ PN weiag - Of Jiatios and of |

mer hoppy state has, since the war ceased |

publican Con js wrangiiag with a Re-
Eubliﬂn Prosident and seeking to defeat
is policy of restoration for paty enf
alone the golden opportunity, {ca the last
opportunity, for restoring the Union and
saving saving consiitutional government
shall not have psgsed forevor, If it does
not, it will not be owing to the wisdom,
forbearance, or generosity of this Congress.
It has met everysubmission of the con-
federates, overture of peace end re-
concilintion, with greatér and more oner-
ous exactions. More cruel and exorbitant
demonds are made whenever it is believed
they can be enforced. Its stern, unrelent-
ing power alone is the measure by which
their humiliation and oppressions are to
be determined. And now it 1is propos-
ed by the veteran leader of the majority,
[Mr. Btevens, of Pennsylvania, ' by a bill
which be introduced in this House on the
20th day of March last, to coufiseate their
property by aet of Congress. ln his
speech on that day be says:

“The punishmennt, of traitors has been
wholly ignored by & treacherous KExoou-
tive and by a uluggi‘u.h congress,” g
“To this issue 1 disire to  devote the small
remuant of my life"

Mr. Speaker, when | listened to the
veneruble gentleman in that speech, totter-
ing as he seemed on the brink of the grave,

| %o full of bitterncss and uncbaritableness,

Bpecial (‘.uu‘f:dl'hs wiil be made with those w hwo desire \ X L 6 H

to advertise for s longer term than four months | | could but fecl that the remnant of his
Court Notices and Advertisements willobe charged |
atthe usualrates omh | better spent in the exercise of that eharity
or aboul One | 4, forgiveness with which alone he could

inch lengthwise of the column, counstitute A . P \
eth | expeet the favor of the final Congqueror, |

days,” whether great or *small,” were

our divine Master.

In his specch he lays down
cxordinary proposition :

«The laws of war anthorize usto take this pro-
perty by our wovervign power: by a law now te
be paased.  We have a _uulnluml enemy in our
power ; we have all their property and hves at

this most

\ our lliﬂp(mu]-"
]

T'his is the foundation idea that the
liws of war authorfze us to take this pro-
jerty by our soverelgn power; by a law
now to be [m-'avd." The propriety of sueh
a law I might answer to the satisfuction of
this Honge and the gentleman himseli by
u quotation from the ablest statesman here,
who, if not always, is generally consistent
with hirself. The gentleman referred to,
on the 11th day of Deeember, 1866, as re-
ported in the Globe of that day, snys:

w1 d6'not believe that it hecomes this nation;
J donot believe that it issafe for us toundortake
to pass laws by which we ¢an or may be able to
punish men,
]lulli‘-hml npder the law cxisting when the erimes
were committed.” o Y . “lam'
aware that the traitors in the South, if tried un-
der our existing Constitution and laws, witl not
one of them e convicted.”

That is from Thaddetis Stevens.
then is this legal prnpcwiliuu that is so

plain, the principle of whiclf is.to be tuken |

as conceded, that needs no argument, that
reats solely on pssertion !
(his and nothing less: the God._of baule
has given us the victory over the rebellion,
and ten or twelve million human beings—
our countrymen—mcn, women, and chil-
dren, lie conquered at our feet, and we
have a right to dispose of them as we sce
fit. “We have al]jllluir property and lives
at our disposal.” The proposition is most
atrocious. I deny it in folo. . In the name
of the Union, our common eountry, its
cherished memories and sacred hopes,
which the war, if not a failure on our ‘r.rf,
has saved undivided and unbroken, I deny
it; in the mame of our Constitutiun, yet
living'and in foree, however much ignored,
scorned, and disgregarded, I deny it; in
the name of the common laws of nations,

those maxi-us of justice, enlightened reas- | 4

on, and humanity, tempered and softened
by our Christian religion, which no people
can diregard without national dishonor, |
deny it. Thereis no law, human or divine,
by which “we have all their property and
lives at our dispoeal.” “Tf the war had
been a war for conqnest and subjugation,
s0 declared uﬂWtﬂut@d against a foreign
uation, and it had surrendered in like mao-
ner, no law could be found for dispoeal of
the lives of & whole people.  Could they
all be disposed of iuto slavery? How ol-
ten have we heard the gen!frman assert
that there was no law for slavery 1 Could
the laws of war, by the liws of me
law of man or God,

dispose of their lives upou the sesflold on
and

world iltow us to-bang-as conquered - bel-
ligerenta before they would unite together
to destroy our power as a nation of barba-
rians and outlaws 2. llow many lives
would the tenets of the gentleman’s reli

gion allow him to dispose of upon the,
block! Let us bring tha question to some
praciical test— 100,000, 20,000, or 10,0001
What number will satiefy his thirst for
blosd!  One half the smallest namber ta-
ken by this Governmeut, now the war bas
ended, would bring upon us the reproach,
(if not the exeerations of the civils world.
gentlesan tells ns—

Yet llt

This Bill, it scoms to me, can ba condemned only
by tie criminais and their fmmedivte freuds, sad by
sl namanty kind of men whose inteliectoal and mor-
al vigor has welted inte a fluid weakness which they
niistake for mercy, and which is unten with s
sing.e grain of ., and 10 those ronists who
mstake m 8 for Christisnity, and » ko forg$ thet

py indéed for the country if while » Ke-

da | whi

however guilty, who vould nit be |

What |

T isximply |

‘h-u ol‘nlljiu is to *do unto others whatothers
have & right to expeet from " It s offensive Jo
mhmtrd&:mo’:r whe are nawk-
phy u'"“ .w oalf, prodical som,

Nowy I do not know in the of the
gentl in which class the Views I en-
tertais will place me, nor do X Ev-
ery ftagulty of my mind and

ofmdv ns that
gew jn his advoeacy of
Con ol

tions, [NervORs .

and mAngled the most facred

religiof, “Do ufto others what others
have & right to expeet from you,” he says.
When did that “become the essence of re-
ligion!:'l The oonfodenm.,ndﬁon their
knowledge of the gentleman his A
may have a right g ox the Pnzf
this bill, the confiscation of all their prop-
erty, and the disposal of all their lives upon
the gitbet; but the Christian religion will
not justify it. The gentleman's friends
way have the “right to expect,” from the
yromise which he made at the opening of
iis speech, that he will devote the “‘remain-

# | der of his days™ to the taking of property

from the Southern white man and giving
it to the Southern black man. The black
man, too, may expect it from him. But
the Christian world will scarcely agree that
it is in accordance with the “essence of re-
ligion."

Undoubtedly the present purpose of this
bill ia not so- much to destroy, dispose of
the lives of these people as to reach and
npprnrriau their propgrty. Avarice, ac-
cursed avarice, that would feast and grow
vich upon robbery and spoliation ; that in-
fernal greed that” made merchandise of the
| wants and woes of the soldier and his fam-
lily, *hat fed him on spoiled mestand cloth-
| ed him in shoddy, and robbed his wife and

little ofres of his scanty earnings while he
wax fighting the battles of the Republie,
is the mainspring, the inspiring motive.—
| But the right tadispose of their lives rests
upon the same nuthority is as clear and is
18 nsserted with the same possitiyeness us
the right to dispose of all their property.
The same law that subjects the property
suljects the life to the (‘,inpmml of the con-
| querore 1f the one is in our power 8o is
| the other. If we can dispose of the one
| by act of Congress we can of the other al-
| so. The geantleman says:

“The laws of war anthorize us to take this
property by our sovervign power, by a law now
1o he puased.  We have a subdued enemy in our
power; we have all their property aud lives at
our dixposal,”
| The laws of war! A new source from
| which Congress is to derive sovereign pow
ers! Where are these laws of war, and
| how do they read? If the gentleman

means the laws of nations, 1 insist they
. do not and canoet gonfer any such powers
upon congress, His quotation fram Vattel
relates to a ease between two different na-
tions, andrefers to the ancient, not the
| modern rule,  The same author says, page
| 459 :
l ¢ Formerly in conquests even individuals Jost
| their lands, und fUiE Dot at all strange that in the
| finst stagen of lt'nn? such custom sbould have
wevaibed.,” * * “ But ot present war
18less terrible to the subject.”

In relation to civil war Vattel says, page
491:

» A sovereign having conquercd the o te
Eurt}’ had mdﬁ::\rd it uf mm:n_il and sue fm

e may excopt from the smnesty, the authors of
the troubles and the heads of the party ; may
bring them to trial and, and on eoaviction, pun-
jsh them " * . * “The d of com-
m tting great injustice By the hastily punishing
those who are accounted rebel#; the tamault of dis-
cord and the flame of o civil war little agree with
the proceedingsof pure.and sacred justice : more
wiet times are to be waited for. It will be wisein
the prifieo to secure his pri till; having re
stored trauquility, he lsin a condition o1 having
them tiied according to the laws.”

Not aceording to a law to be made, but

the law of the land as it existed when

b
they Jed. The modern rules, when
na conquered by another, is thus
Im, heatou, page 596 :

special cases. This exemption extends even to
an shsalute and unqualified ronguest of the ene-

my 's-eountry.”
80 Justice Marshall states the law in 7

Peless, page 86:

,"'f' 'u'iij"liﬁt& unworthy of rerfiark that it is
tvery anisnal evon in-cgees of for the
| cenquern W do more than to diaplace the sover-
1 elgn and asmne dominion vyvepthe country. The

| right which iy askniowledgel and (#ILby the whole
civilizad world would Ye vatraged. if private pro-
serty vhoald be generally confiscated and private
rights snuulled. The people change their alle-
giance: their relation o their sncient sovereign
i dissolved : but their relations to sach other and
their rights of property remain undisturbed.”
Thus the authorities concur, and they
might be greatly multiplied. 1 have no
doubt they contain the settled law and
usage of natione at the present time. The
rules of ancient warfare bave improved as
the nations have pr ' Tm“hni;n
influences of the -Christian: religion have
been dispelling the darkness and barbari-
1% of the past. . Iudiscriminate butcheries
land sweeping eonfiscations cannot find
| justification in the laws and usages of mo-
dern civilization, This bill must go back
for ita precedents, if wot for i «fv:tum

[

[

tuch

« By (he modern usage of nations, pri p!
perty on land is exempt from
the exeeplion of such as may beeome in

| no mitigating circumstonces,
| no gualfications, nd diseriminations, no ad
fastments! - Withaul justice, svithont wer.

Coneinexorable

ed

jurisdietion is fully ;restored.”

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1867. .

to the days of sa cruclty and Roman
bnrbu'hm’.' . J

But it is said that the right and power
of the Gavernment to make these confiscae
tions is mot now an open question; that
this was settled by theact .d discussions
of 1862. I am aware that the subject was

and] ably discussed at that
i arguments, howgver in favor
he joint resolution construing, qualifying,
and restrictin fnpmvhbuh'qu{'::o
finally vetoed it as in violation af#he Con-
stitution. The Coustitution then bad not
been as now altogether ignored. That great
unknown, unexplored, boundless “outside”
had not been discovered.

Even the gentleman from Pen
now repudiating the Union and ~Con-
stitation n]mgeﬁaef in their appliestion to
the people of the southern States, then had
lucid intervals, and on such occasions
would recur to its provisions. In his speech
at that time advocating confiseation, he
sought for anthority in the Constitution and
claimed it was there ; and he found, also,
the appalling power in a certain contingen-
cy to proclaim a dictator. He said :

“f no other means were left to save the Republio
from destruction, | believe we have the power under
the Constitution, and sccording to its express provi-
sion, to declare a dictator, without confining the
eholce to any officer of the Government. Rather than
the nation should perish, T would do it; rather than
sce the nation dishonored by compromise. concession
and submigdon; rather than see the Union dissever-
ed: rather than see one star stricken from ity banner,
all other things fuiling: I would do it now."”

" And, sir, no' seeing at the moment just
the right maz to fill the important position
of dictator under the Céustitution, and dis-
trusting, and he was known to distrust at
that time the martyred President Liocoln,
whom he now so eloquently eulogizes, in &
moment of inspired vision I suppose he
diseovers the old Democratic hero of New
Or'eans, and exclaims “Oh for six months'
resurrection of the flesh of stern old Jack-
gon!” 'This 1s not the firet time in the his-
u:::{ of this rebellion that the Democracy
and its leaders have been invoked to save
the Republic. More than once the appeal
was made to the Democracy, Save us or we
sink.

_But many of the worst features of this
bill were carefully avoided in that. The
argument ‘most strongly urged and relied
upon was thut it wae a war measare—nec-
essary for subduing the rebellion, and that
it was competent to use any aud all the
means within the reach of the Government
for putting an end to the war. It was
scarcely coutended that it was to be a per-
manent measare or be prolonged beyond
the continuation of actual war. It was to
Le executed in conjunction with and in aid
of the Army,and would cease to be opera-
tive when peace should be restored. The
gentleman from Pennsylvania took this
view of the subjuct in 1861, and he uscd
this langhage, which will be found iu the

Globe of August 2:

1 say it is constitutional and according to the |

law of nations in time of war. 1 admit that if
-on were in a state of peece you eould notcontis
cute the property of any citizen. You have no
right to doit in time of peace, but in time of war
you have the right to confiscate the property of
every rebel.” v

The state of things tpon which the
main argament in favor of confiscation in
1861 aud 1862, were predicted no longer

exists. The war is over, the rebellion is

end-
is it
ing
eivil
And now,
sir, in a time of profound peace, with the
courts all open and their jurisdiction fully
restored by an act of Congress it is -
ed to confiscate the property of all that
people, the people of ten States, combat-
ants non-combatants, men, women and
children—all, indiscrimivately, are to be
by it subjects of legal plunder; nay,

5 be by the act itselt act robbed and
uindered of their estates, yeal, personal
and mixed! No trial, no inquiry, no in-
vestion, no examinativn to ascertain or de-
termine individusl guilt ‘or Hability,  No
explanations, no exculpations, no defensce,
no eonditions,

subdued, tl:li countest b:: the swo

a state peace come,
said by Chief Justice. Chase ifi ©
the court in Ruleigh, “the

ey, without sympathy, without forgivencas
—all, en masse by“the thousand, by. the
million, condemne despeiled. stripped by
w. And that law not li'l;%
on the statute-books, not in the' hands of
the people, mot even as in ancient times,
posted beyond the reach of their eye-sight;

no, not even vei in existence, but hereafier |

to be ordained and enacted! “By a law
to be passed.” Was there, ever a proposi-
tion #o terrible, so atrocions! Blackstone
says iu his Commentaries, volume 1, page
145:

“To bereave s man of 1ife or by violence to con- |
fiscats his exiate without sccusstion or-teial, |

would be so gross and notorious an act of despo-
tism ae must at oneeconvey the alarm of tyranny
throughout the whole kingd .

Who ean contemplate such acts in this
free Republic without alarw, without con
steriition 1 - Who ean support or justify
sach n measure without a loss of reason!

Can
n any o do

l','

Ivania, ot

| _helnu.l

\
-

daububuhhindirmgd

WHOLE NO 285

Ipable violation of that provision of the
t‘:)::l.ilminn that no person shall “bo de-
prived of life, liberty, or E'opr'rly without
‘uy process of law.” the Congress
bereafter to digpghe of all the dearest
rights of American ciduuhit..

‘Are its acts henceforth to be the Ameri-
@n “ due procesd of law 1" Areits edicts
to dispose of our lives, our liberties, and

our property 1.t

- i A

| oiutlnpmpnydlh‘mllby“

nities, by States, by wholosale !~ Can ws,
dare we, thus perversely and wantouly fe-
ject the wisdom and experience of our an-
cestors and trample under foot not
onr own Constitution but the san
charter of both British and American lib-

Eut that is not the only provisign of the
Constitution in the way of the ge of
this bill. History admonished the fathers
of the Re?nbﬁc :Zul in times of great ex-
citement, in times of hifh party feeling
and passion, revengeful and vindietive
Jaws for the punishment of acts not before
decmed erimes or deserving of punishment
might be enaeted. They anticipated these
times—they anticipated this kind of lclt
lation, and prohibited it by providing
“No bill of attainder or ez post facto law
shall be passed.” It was contended that
the sct of 1862 was not a bili of attainder
orer post facco. But there can be ne
doubt that this is obnoxious to both::g'oo-
tions 7 'This is a bill of attainder ez
post faclo. . ‘

What is a bill of attainder ! The Bu.
preme Court at its lasi session determ
this very question in the case of Cummings
vs. thorgtate of Missouri, It says;

w A bitl of attainder is a legislaitve act which in-
ficts punishment without & gudieial trial. If the
ment be less than death , the wet is termed &

1 of pains and pgnalt'es. Within the moaning of
the Constitution bills of sttainder include bills of

r:inu ann donalties. Inthese cases the legislative
rdy, in addition to ita l:,illmata functions, exercis-

es the powers and office of judge," J
In this definition all must agree. It can
make no difference whether the sct is aim-
ed at a single individual by name or at &
class or at all the people D{I rticular lo-
cality. The Supreme Coart also de-
tormined what is an ex past faclo law. Inm
Fletcher ¢s. Peck, Chief Justice
defines it to be—

i A law which makes an act punishable in & man-
ner in which it was not pnnklu{h when committed

Such & law— - : (
said that distingnished and eminent judgae-

“may inflict penalties on the person, or mAy infiict
decuniary penalties which swell the public treagury.
Tlhe legislature is then prohibited from pn-hi:nlaw
by which a man’s estate,'or any part of it, be

selzed for & crime which -was not deciared by some
m;«::;ﬂlta:‘:l::;indu him l'able to lhllpll.‘"l-
says Justice Field— ¥
wdeals with the substance, not shadows. . Its inhibi-
tion was loveled.at the thing, not the name. It juten-
ded that the rights of the citizen should be secured
against deprivation for past conduet by legislative ep-
actment, however disguised.”

Is there any room for doubt that this is
a bill of attainder and ex post Jacto 1. It
has all the clements, all the essentiale, of
botl. It is completely within the defini-
tion of the Supreme Court. The ntle-
man certainly cannot deny it. It Emi-
ted in the preamble of bis bill « that it is
due to justice that some proper punish-
ment should be inflicted on p_eorle whe
eoustituted the confederate States.” The
gentleman who introdaced it opened his
speech by announcing that he was “ about
to discuss the question of tlnmiﬂmut
of belligerent traitors.” Itis a legis-
lative act already committed ; punishment
for past conduct; punishment for erime
new or additionul to that now provided for
by law ; punishment of * belligerent trait-
ors"—new erime and new penalty, and gll
withou} trial. '

Sir, if that whole people are crimivals, if
they areall traitors, and it is desirable to
try them all for treason and punish them,
the Constitution empowers us Lo doit, Is
provides the mode of trial, and limits the
punishment. There must be in
arraignment, jury trial “ by due process
law.” Then, upon conviction and judg-
ment and not till then, the punishment, the
penalties and forfeitures of treason, no im-
plied guili, no presumed crime. . These
are safeguards, thank God, that our fath-
&y WErY cousiderate enough to-throw a-
‘7oiind the American citizeu Tliese were.
the sacred protections they secured for bis
rights of person and property. His life,

iy 5 diberty, and-Lis prapeity wars not Jeft

to be the prey of caprice and passion; but
were eu-rfi“m{ird, g_u‘:rd-ud, and secured by
irrepealable law. Trial by jury is the sa-
cred birthright of every citizen © the Re-
public. Itis a right older than the Con-
stitution, older than the Republic. It was
pot born of or created by the Cﬁﬂ.ﬁlﬂﬁon,
bat it is imbedded . and secured in it as an
| ind spensable requisite of liberty and free

evernmeut. 1t caunot be stricken dl‘)wﬁ
or denied in person of the ‘I'eltﬂtﬂ' hum-
the most deserving or the greatest
without endangering the right i
the liberties of

{ blest,
criminal,
s-lf—without ji opardizing
all. =

Let it not be said this is a plea on be-
ball of traitors, of one in“dympathy with
sreason ; the maliguant rosort of the black

wretch, to divert the sttention of




