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____January 25th, 1838,
T the Senate and House of Delegates:
1 have received from the Governor
of the Commonweslth of South Caroli-
as. Resolutions adopted by the Gene-
ral Assembly of that State, with a re-
quest to lay them belore you: they
are accordinigly herewith commumi-

t, ‘which now exercises powers
. grauted to it, and
means attempts to de-

States of any remedy
for wrongs, injaries and eppressions,
induces a conviction that n

b ?

bers, | oy admiring world, as our fathers be-

LEGISLATURE OF VIRGINIA,

from liun dauunr.
3 Carolina, proposing
Coavention 'of the -Btates, ‘was trsmsmitted o
poth Mouses of the General Assombly of Vie

i

aated. ™
The resolutions refer to the call of a |
General Convention of the States of
this Confederacy, to take into its con-
sideration the subject of the disputed
- Governme

wty

and to adjust them in a manner that
‘may in future preclude doubt, and

yrevent that Government from lb; g;
' ot of The |
{Wc to

onstitution

‘The lowering aspect of our public
affsirs at this monient, caused by the
tion of the Federal Govern-

me«

could be better devised for allaying
the general discontents of the people,
and of calming the rising indignation

of & brave aud~

which.

has ever been wauhful;nnd jealous of
its Tiberty, thun by wgaid

gether, in
inal

stitution, thereby afford
unity for the o :
“to determine what power it is their

op

eral convention,
partics to the compact or Cou-

6.

ng 1o-
‘!lhe‘ ori-

a fit and
co-states

noveceign will to permit their agents to

exercise, and of marking

out so dis-

tinetly, the limits of the Federal Go-
vernment, that wone hereafter muy
bave the temerity to pass the bounda-

ry prescribed.

We are called upon Ly our sister
much from

State, who has
by that

A
restore harmon

by adjustiog an
onbtl'ulorﬁi

the ha
tofore ﬁy
our institutions.

country.
We have long

ng no supern

dress

of an i

bl

and

the exercise of unconstitutional power
verpment, to unite o ac-

complishing this great object.
general convention would be so
fully able, and so well calculated to
to our confederacy,
finally settlingall the | BT
uted powers, that no ef-
fort should be left untried to advance
#o desirable a result, and thus to regain
confidence which all here-
in the pérmanency of

The times are perilous, the question
mowentous, and looks far into the fu-
ture, and on the wisdom of your de.
cision; a0 far as ':I ? mcerne;l.__
may probably de the peace, the
hhu-tgt an thzwﬁ'appinm of wour

regarded as the cita-
del of our liberty the sovereiguty of
these States, which could be interpos-
ed to save a sulfering
people from the unjust exactions of an
unconstifutional act, which cannot be
law; and the right of each State, as
a sovereign party to the compact, hav-
or, to judge for itself of
the infractions of the constitution, as
well as the mode and measure of re.

But if the power lately seized upon
by the Federal (mlelnmt, _lnd tnps‘t':
wuigated as ri onging to i

by the States of this confederacy, this
ommonwealth, uwpon which depends
rfreedom and our existence as an
ndependént State, will be estombed in
he cemetery of republics: ao
i rresponsible majority, or
be fiat of the President becomes the
Y thus llblhtllt&‘

and the

ress |nid to have
i

, :lectriu, and
OWEr 18 a0 ouirage upon our rosuin-
ons, and the hi__j,t;uutnﬁnr?i' the
revolution: that the very Declaration
of Independence itself, which blazon.
ed forth our liberty full to the of

lieved, should now be uced, “as

that «
be found inadequate to the purposes’
ﬁ1Mk1M*
ppiness, a majority of the e,
hath an indubitable, unsliauts:o and
indefeasible right, to reform, alter or.
abolish it, in such manner as shall be

jud most conducive {o the public
weal.”. Virginia has wvery lately re.’

the bond which binds their children as
slaves to a majority in Congress, and |
to & President elected by u college of|
electors representing that majority, who
are not, and cannot be responsible to
them,- and over whose will there is no
control, are claims which camnot be
admitted. Thus all the safe guards
of liberty which our fathers thought
they had censtructed with so much
dence, wisdom and patriotism,
would Ye broken to pieces and desoly-
ed by this boundless and ingulfing

formed and altered her Government,
and still claims the * indubitable, un-
alienable “and indefeasible right to &

{bolish. it’* whenever the majority of ple, or Congress could, by the provi-

her citizens may think proper to do so:
to reform, alter or |bulinﬂea form of
Government, are the highest powers.
which a Sovereign State can exercise. |

a law pointing out the mode by which |
a citizen may expatriate himselfy and
untii he avails himself of the provisions
of this act, in divesting himself of his

claim to power which that Gevern-

tonished millions.
Claim having been made to this un-
limited power for that Government, a
claim which the patriot cannot contem-
rllu without feeling an.. indignaut
orror rush upon his mind-—it becomes
the part of wisdom, prudently to take
such measures as will ensure the spee-
dy termination of a pretension friught
with so-much evil te the Union and

danger to our liberty. :
1%: call of a general convention of
these States would afford a proper :3;
pity for-them to place such-gua
join “thieir “liberty; and suel barfierd
to the encroachments of the Federal
Government, as will put to rest fore-
ver the questions of disputed powers
~the agitation of which, have, from
time to-time, created much dissatis-
faction, and- if - persisted -in, must at
no distant day, terminate in irrepara-
ble injury.
At the moment when a sovereign
State of this confederacy, exercising

thrown hersell upon that soverciguty,
and as such, has undertaken to judE:
for herself of the infractions of the
sure of redress, we find the President
of the United- States, openly ltyin‘ﬂ
claim to this gigantic power, an
charging a State with treason -T.imt
lherﬁsenl Government, which he
claims to be sovereign, and carrying
out the principle, seems to endeavor
to make the impression that the rights
of the States are granots of powers from
that government. When we pursue
that argument to its final result, we
find ourselves enslaved by the Decla-
ration of our Independence, with no
limit to the powers of the new govern-
ment but its own will, and we have
po right left us bat the right of revolu-
tion, whilst this government claims
the antagonist right of subduing us by
the sword. 1f this doctrine be true—
our fathers, intent upon securing liber-
ty for themselves and their children,
tly erred in not declaring them-
selves free and independent of their
Declaration of Independence:

During the w
pean Goveramen
the military commaods

ts were liitie else than
of feudal bar-

ons—the or t baron of all,
relyi up:n“& nilftrnury prowess, dis-
dmgh- hold his power as the gift of
men, and claimed 10 rule by & special
6t from Omnipotence. But this
ivine right of kings, was disputed by
the barons of ud at Runnimede,

and a charter for their liberty was
wrang from the king. This was truly
a great victory over tyranny, and be-
lieved to be a diseovery in government,
which, at a future day, compelled the
executive, or king, to consent to
vorn by compact: - Yet, the great dis-
covery, Or umprovement in govern-
ment, was reserved for our /
who affirmed that uvmlﬂ:‘y coul
reside alope, in the entire body of the
people; that their rulers were agents
of the people, chosen from among
them, to di certain duties re-
uired of them, and at stipulated
riods, to lay down the power which
A wlaiie“to the peopte, aud With
which they had been temporarily
clothed for eertain Purpuu—dut ne
error might be committed, and to pre-
vent any from attempting to rule by
military force; they perfected their
ernment, as we heretofore have be-
ieved, in the security of writlen con-
stitutions.

“All the States of this Confederacy,
certainly believed themselves sove-
reign, and iu‘ﬁn‘nrg capacity, and u:
der that belief, Virgima _ :
form & Goverument for bersell, ante-
vior to the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, and existed, until three years

under the Constitution and form
Gevernment then
the
Convention, amended that Con-
stitution, which now remains the mon-
ument of their sovereignty—the basis

of thei Ia Y
e the isit.p-zl‘;la_:}r Virgi-
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oy d% the Constifution provides Chat

compact, and of the mode and mea-!

iddle ages, the Euro-|peal

.'ve wlﬂli

ts, is |ism, and
 to comprehend, tut not lessjer

citizenship, or renounces it by becom-

ment has exhibited to the yview of as-|ing a citizen of another State of this' of the States—brings at once, full be- |

Union. or the subject of some Tareiga
prince, he is, wherever he may be, a
citizen of Virginia, and te her his al-|
legiance is due. EE

I'he Constitution or compact which
anites.these States, among other ape-
cified powers, has given to Congress
the right “to establish an. woiform’
mode of naturalization,” and no more,’
bécause more was not necessary, asthe
United States had no citizens on
whom it could eperate; yet it was de-|
girable that uniformity on this subject.
should esist th t the-copledesa-
¥ the eitizens-of ¢ach State shall be'
entitled to all the privileges and im-
munities of citizens of the several|
States,” and by virtue of this provi-|
sion, a foreigner, who has been Batu-|
ralized, and taken the oath of attegi-
ance to any one of the States, may, at.
any time, under this constitutional |
prevision, transfer his allegiance to
another State.

| what she deenis to be her right, has] “The United States then, being only | places

the Union of certain interests of these
sovereign States, intended by them to
be used for their benefit, by agents |
appointed by themselves, could not
have cifizens, since (he fact of i(y ex-
istence is the act of the citizens of the
several States, though at an earl
riod, that government made an el-
r:rl to legislate over the persons of the
citizens of the States, by the passage
of the Alien and Sedition Acts, which'
passed both Houses of Congress, and
was approved by the President. These
acts met with unqualified resistance
on. the part of several States, and by
none with more decision than Viegi-
nia, on whose statute book a law now
stands, the written evidence of-her
protecling sovereignty, and the per-
petual monument of its peaceful; con-
servative  and triumphant interposi-
tion. Yet the President has given-us
too clearly to misunderstand, that
when an act has passed both Houses of
Congress, and has been approved by
him, its constitutionality cannot be
questioned, and from his decision, it
would seem, there ia allowed. no ap-

), but to humble entreaty, and un-
availing remonstrance.

This government, if. it possess the
powers-thus claimed for it, is wholly
without a check, unlimited in its
sway; and boundless in its’ power.
Surely this_cannot be the practical
effect’ of the government, which our
fathers established, to secure-to their
children the rich heritage of liberty.
If it be, the system has béen misun-
derstood. ,

We find no relief from the prevail-
ing alarms for the safety of our insti-
tutions, when we behold the Federal
executive, upon a patient review of all
those claims to power, disregarding

the sovereignty of the States, and in-|pose

sisting upon executing an act of Con-
8, which has been declared uncon-
stitutional, by the only tribuual on
earth, which is admitted to have au-
thority to judge of its validity.
‘In & recent me to Con
the President has desired that body to

at at -his di the whole army,
4 iy, and ﬂ!m& of the confi "

eracy, to be used at his pleasure, gith
autliority to remove or abolish the Cus-
tom houses within a sovereign State,
wherever and whensoever he may
think proper, and requires the enact-
ment of laws in relation to the collec-
tion of duties in that State, to be made
in cash, if he may deem it necessary,
which cannot be considered in confor-
mity with that_clause of the Constitn-
tion, which declares * all duties, im-
posts, and excises, shall be uniform
throughout the United States.”

We are net deceivéd==for we can-
not misunderstand the ebject of these
warlike recommendations. The doc-

Rights, it would seem, in the opinion
of the President, are held as graots

pased

is sustained by justice, patiot-
ke Conttil’;liia. - “THe pow-

ene .myﬂwenmtshill.‘
of drawn swords ever-reco

We have also on our statute book,

pointed out by the instruiment itself,

|
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the creation of a dictator.

Why should these things be? Have
i
ences of upini Besides, there are
various modes by which this coutro-
versy might be adjusted without a re-
sort to arms, which wisdom forbids, pa-
ttlotism condemns, and liberty abhors.

The courts of the country are open
to all parties, where those questions
might soon be determined, and leave
us as we.were, a free and happy peo-

sions of the Constitation, ¢confer on a
State within her own territory the
right to lay
the United States’ Treasury—to which
none could reasonably object, since a
high Tarill is claimed to be most judi-
cious for the Northern States—and a-
low Tarifl' most beneficial to the
Suuth. 7

But the call of a general convention]
fore-all the parties to the compact,
every doubtful or disputed power ol
the Federal Government, in the mode

where all amendments could be made,
and disputed powers settled, in & spir-
it of kindness, much mure congenial
to the harmony of our institutions, than
that whick now seems in contempla-
tion.” “Fhis course sught to beé accepta-
ble to dll, as it Eires ull assurance of
pedceful days hereafter, and will re-
store confidence to the mind of the

patsiaty already ton Joug sgitatad with 12
L G’Mn ~dis tsr.in%_f‘%v: coming [
conflict:

But should all prudent considera-
tions be disregarded, and the Federal
Government desecrate  their power,
the hostile bayonet be levelled at the
bosowms of vur countrymen, the days
of our republic will be numbered=—<our
free institutions will be blotted out
with the pntriot blood of brothers—the
pruning hook and the ploughshare give
the sword and the spear, and
amidst the dire conflict of contendi
armies, liberty will shriek and depart
forever! . Still look —onward—and
there is nothing to behold but danger
and darkness, - TR
‘Shotfld that day come, and come it
may, since-many both prudent and
wise, think it near at hand, where do
we find a guarantee for the liberty of
the people of Virginia; they have no
assurances that the fate which is now
intended for one member of the con-
federacy, may not shortly be their
‘own. Are we wore capable of sub-
mitting to unjust exactiops and un.
limited power, than others? The
President, in his recent exposition of
the powers -of the Federal Govern-
ment, in his paternal admonitions,
not to the constituted authorities of
the State, but to the e of South:
Carolina, has taken occasion to advert
to their internal weakness—the allu-
sion cannot be misunderstood——thou
wholly gratuitous, and uncalled for by
the occasion, it should be prosptly
vepelled by every State similarly situat-
_ed?. Having in_this_indirect mode
exhibited a purpose to sustain its
claim umnwer. rather on the su
posed weakness of the Btate, than on
the just strength of the Constitation,
it becomes the duty of the States hav-
ing the syne interest to protect, so-
lemaly to protest against IY] allusions,
ments and calculations on the
of the Federa!l Government, lav-
réference to this subject. Under
existing “circumstances - however,. a|
grave question iy presented, whether
it be not more expedieat, to trust
those interests to the justice of a
triotic and intelligent people, rather
than lay them at the weércy of a Go-
vernment which seems already dis-
d to prejudge the case, and to
make the relations arising from them,
the means of operating upon the fears
of the people, and thereby securing
and making paramount its usurpa-
tions,

Your station is high and responsi-

bles to you the--pwgh witl looks may.
do Took, for securi lnt; y

protection,
and the maintenane of all the rights

argu
!l_!'t

of the States. Virginia, the land of
gur birth, the burisl place of vur fa-
thers, the ful homes of purewives

and daughters, awaits your decision.
If patriotism impels that government,
why not repeal at-once the odious acts,
which imi the operous and ob-
nogious burdeus upon the South, and
restore {0 us, our country,
prosperous and undefiled by civil
In conclusion, as a convention of the
States seems to have been intended
by the framers of the Constitution, as
e most eligible means of accommo-
dating disputes between the parti
and of settling doubtful and disputed

'teuéi-

tively call for this measure.
ey T " SORN FLOYD.
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ther to provide for the sollestion of h@:u

Mr. WILKINS rose in support of
the bill. . The pesitiun, he' said, in

o the Senaté of the United States on the bil) furv g;

ngress indulge the President in his | me the of

~ they sanction, by their vote; Hllhm

in u

mfiﬁq Committee; those I
men possess & compelence, far
miae, to explain and defeod the power
of the General Government to carry h"l'
to effect its constitutional lawss  The
il is founded upon a messsge from Ahe | that
President, communicated oo the 16
the consti- |
W down

a duty for the benefit of of ﬂlihE

of the Union; it
that it points to the State of South Car
olipa.” It is not in the contemplation
of the Commpiit¢e who reported
to make it assume, inany way, aninvidi-
When the gentleman
from South Carolina threw nulithe sug-
gestion, that the bill was iavidious, he.

ous character,
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o that

In
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ductrines |l
mired State paper. lIn the
outset of the discussion, it is admitted
that the bill points to an afllicting state
‘Blate

s o b dngui

exiatl

to

ina

sastain

certainly did not intend to impute

s character,
vus, the bill was made gen
in its terms and n

for the resson jihat this evurse was
thought.to be gwre delicate in regard to
the State concerneil.
of the bill were made

sweepi

oo on the
[s the due administrstion
threatened with impediments, and is{the

af’

ol

80 far

the Committee & design to giveit such

being invidi

eral and  the
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The provi

this bill suited to such an emergen
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may voles.
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them.

other.
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claimed for that government makes

which you, Mr. Fresident, have pirced of

but of their
tended to meet.

olina  had
atify the
Il under consideration.
sir, for the purpose of establishing &
military despotism, nor of creating an
armed Dictator, npr of sending info | St
South Carolina military
(e throats of women and. children,” |
that the Committee feamed the bill.
establish a milita.

ful, |of military
ward prioeip

He would not’

Iif a;y m.h'u u:l
espotism in
:’wchy and confusion whi
ciples contended for by the Senator from
South Carolina will
keep together, not **ten years,” nor
of years will ever
the cﬂ;ll"’.lﬂﬁ' the “dominion
o8 adopt
es of m&ullm bresk the
Union itte J‘
may bring ragments together—bat
it -{m be under l‘:.ﬂlhr; despotism. |
that South Carolins

tens of

W

posed to consitder thuse
desultory manner: o He-
shrunk from any moral or politival res- ! citizeus of
‘ponsibitity, but he Nad wva’ disposition,
{to use the words of the Senator from
North Caroling,) to *drum on i
Neither e, nor “the,
State which he represented, had any
"8 [inflaence in bringing up these questions,
but | am prepared to meet the crisis by

{1 is time, continued - Mre Wi that!
the principles on which the Union de
jends, were discussed. Tt is fime that
d so opinien wpon
It is time that the Poople should
bring their judgment to bear an  this| pa
subject, and settle it farever,
thority of Congress and of the Pesple
must settle this question one day or
There were many eulightened
men in the country, men whose integri
triotism no body doubts;, whe
had arrived ot opinions in this matter,
very different from his own. The Sen-
ator from South Carolina knows, said
Mr. W the respect _
him; bot I sm unwilling to take his
judgment on this auestion an the -puide
:}fﬁ'mts nn:dl wiilluot_

nion depends on the principles wh
gh|be has 5«0::4. e
dacoment as a plea in bar; if it be es-|
tablished, then & bar is interposed be- |8
tween the powers ol the Goveriiment
and the acts of South Carolios. -
The bill is of great importa
P~ |on account of its particular provisions, .
at of their application to a rapidly ap. (R8¢ me
proaching crisis, which they were in.
That crinie wanin the | 1
control of this bady, ant of any branch
of the Government. - He would ssk the
Senator from Mississippi (Mr. Poin-
pExTER) what authorily he had fo say’
that the passage of &

e that

He was uawilling to consider that S8ena-
tor s the representative of the- unlim
ited authority‘dod severeignty claimed
by the Btate of South
would now present to the Senate a
view of the position in which South Car-
51::&‘. hersell, in order to

mittee in reporting the
It was not,
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country, it i
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State or of the United 8§
force the payment of daties
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