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\felivered before the Philanthropic and Dia-
“:l.':fu Societies, at Chapel Hill, N. C. June'
96, 1833; by the Hon. Gronex E. Bavexu,|

amm_iug Phdwkropw and Di-|

To impart instruction to the young,
hae, in-every—age, furnished occupa:
tion to those of maturer years; and
gvery species of writing has been ex-
pausted in precepts to prepare them
for the conflict with temptations which
await theic first entrance upon man-
pood, The eye of [eiendly wolicitude
has anticipated the scene of life—has
peheld youth, impetuous with desire,
confident of strength, and buoyant with
hope, rushing forward upon a path be
set with dangers, of which the greatest
gre unseen, or thoughtlessly despised
far their apparent insignificance; and
the lessons of wisdom, taught by expe
rience, haye been urged with all the
force of argument, and all the fervor of
sWeetion—with every variety of illus-
ation, ip every tone of remonstrance
which %t best serve 10 arrést Siten-
tions and fix, even in the most careless,
s sense of spproachiog danger. That
these attempts to prépare others for a
ruggle, of the nature of which they
are t, are worthy of all commen-
dation, we mast all concede; but it may
mit of serious question whether they
jave attsioed to sny great success,
het to.prevent failure, or {0 facili-
g recovery. It is not perhaps possi-
ble o to epitomise for the young man
‘experience of age, 38 to send him
forth in early wisdom prepared for the
trials of life; and in the art of living, as
i every branctof kuowledge; observa:
tion will- justi(y the conclasion, that
yridgments -can--only - afford- hintsto
reiresh- the recollection of the expert,
pat will never be able to confer wisdom
upon the ignorant. The heaven in-
ired promise of perseverance in rec-
titade, is not made to occasional warn-
and re , howeyer eloquent and
st, but to that daily instruction
:nic:l blends knnwlndga, and “virtee
with the earliest thoughts and associa.
tions of the mind, till, in after life,
fhey shall seem instincts of pature ra
ther than habits of education. Yet we
are not justified in supposing these oc-
ional efforts to bave been entirely
without stceess. On the contrary,
they may afford, and probably often
have afforded, aid to the daily lessons
of the ficeside snd the seminary—have
served by their novelty to awaken an
sitention fatigaed by sameness of iu-
siruction, and by external authority to
e strength to domestic admonition,
‘:l at this day, the dificulties inher
st in every effort thus to speak or thas
tawrite, are increased sn hundred fold.
The mind of man is still studious of
mrelty, snd pleased with change.—
Bat in sddresses to the young, where
I novelty to be found? Of matter, no
where—and amidst all the diversities
of illastration, of style, of argoment,
which the poet and the essayist have
sucoessively employed to give variety
and impressiveness to Teisons of ‘wis.
dom for youth, where is the man bold
ehosgh to expect any noveity, even of
nner, in the delivery or enforcement
of ancient traths? But something may
be hoped of attention, of respect, and
of indulgence, for one who does not
wsume the attitude of a moral dictator,
t comes at your owa bidding to ad-
ou—comes, not only aware of
| deficiency, but sensible that
ircumstances of domestic distraction,
e denied him the opportunity to de
e entire to your edification, the
| space of time which the regular
ds of business had left at bis dis
|—who, under these disadvanta-
is sincerely desirous to be useful
. and to discharge honorably the
which your fsvorable opinion has
goed him. At all events, whatev-
ficulties may sttend the effort at
Wiraction; [ cannot feel justified in.
hng.lha ntte;g:.d l That ﬂ:tl issue
life depends or ¥ upon its com
benc t, experience teaches; and
" knaw from revelation, that the pre-
life, compared (a8 it aptly is) for
shortaess and uncertsioty, to “a
which appeareth for a little time,
then vanisheth away.” yet stretch. |
¥ forward Buence into the ex
lunity, - there
g the out
Haily neglected ;|
woment impgine, |

“ " righily influ
can be inne
must not for
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attained, not only without lesrning®

by a law applicable to the body, new
supplies of food and oft repeated appli-
cation to healthful exercise, are neces-
sary, not merely to its increase bat to
its existence; so what the mind wec-
quires can only be retained by dili-
gence sod-improvement; and he who
resolves that he will not advance, has
already, in effect, taken the first step
of retrogradation. Fix it then as cer-
tain, that you cannot stand still; and il
there be any generous desire of excel-
lence in Jour bosoms—any sense of

duty to youar pareats or friends—any |

grateful remembrance of Him who is
the ultimate author of all your advan-
tages; resolve, that while literature or
science has any thiag lo be ganed

without neglecting the duties more im- |
mediately yours in active life, you will|

contiowe to increase your store.

reigners, and may be easily perceived |t
by ourselves, that, in our country, men | %istent efforts in a real efficiency, an
are not in any department of society acknowledged superiority—af which, a

Y ﬁnlifying assurance of kindred ex-
cellence in yourselves. But we have
proof by exawple, that though the high-
estyaccomplishments of literature may
net conduce to a speedy elevation in
the political world, or win the noisy
plaudits of the crowd; yet they do lend
a0 ultimate and irresistible weight to
genius aned lesrning, and command for
their possessor a noble and enduring su
peciority.  OF this, no more conspicu
ous instance can be preduced thad the
distinguished gentleman® who address
ed you at the last commencement.—
He, amidst all the occupations of pri
vate, ‘professional and public life, has
ever remsmbered the pursaits of his al
ma mater; has Kept bright by coastant
‘etercise, all the mental armoury which
early education had bestowed, and, in
stead of suffering his classical know-

, - : bt " ledge to decay, has been always ealarg.
It hag been often . remarked by fo |

ing Wi acquirements: and he now reaps
(the reward of his early labors and con

thoroughty' made whrat “threy wesame torny of us, myfriends, might "Wel be

be.
time; and yielding to our wishes, with-
out consulting the necessities’of things,
we affsct to become akilled in learning,
in ‘science, in the professions, and in
the mechanic arts, without that patient
application, by which dnly any thing
can be well and thoroughly learned. —
There are many causes to be-found in.
our situation and institutions. 10 ‘ac

count for thrs, but it certainly exisfs,
and as certainly has, in some re<pecis s
mischievous tendency. We are not as
literary a people as we should be. We

'hive “‘more smatterers, and féwer a

depts, than other natjions; and.asa.ne

vessary “cdiisequence of the want of
thorough " instruction, we are inflated
with self consequence at what we deem
our vast attainments. How often, my
young friends, and how painfully is this
manifested in the prodactions of our
public men! What pompous bombast
—what unmeaning declamstions—what
artificial sobtleties—what grods invec

tive—what coarse allusions—whst dis

gusting self confidence, deform the or-
atory (as it is called) of Congress! Of
all the weeks which are yearly devoted
in that body to the delivery of apeeches,
how. lew. the hours which are nol wast:
ed! Of the thousand vewspaper co

lumnos- which are filled with reports of
these speeches, how many can a man
of taste read without disgust, or a pa

triot without serrow! Attead our ju

dicial tribunals, and see how the gravi

ty of jurisprudence is insulted by the
same frothy, loud, inelegant and unin

telligible vociferations—observe how
often even the most ordinary proprie-
ties of langusge, the most common
rules of grammar, are violsted—so of
ten and so grossly indeed, as to leave
no doubt that-the-viotations proceed
from ignorance rather than inattention
—yet, scarce a public meeting is held
SIIId when & where are they not held?)
rom an assembly st Faneuil Hall, toa
separate election or & barbacue, which
is ‘not, according lo the printed reporfs
of those whu heard and acted in them,
enlightened and elecirified by elo

quence surpassing that of Tully or De-
mosthenes! [n short, deficient as we
are, all our people are prodigies—
learning is to be found io every hamlet,
literature in every country store, and
oratory in every debating room. lo
the shean time, there is nothing in the
public taste and intelligence, to rebuke
and put to shame, this emptrv swelling,
this “sound and fury signifyifig noth

ing.” -Those who see and lamest the
evil are not of sufficient number or an.
thority to control public opinion. The
people at large are pleased with the
speakers and writers, who, if intelligi-
ble in nothing else, are sufficiently so
in this ascriptions of idolatrous wor-
ship to the intelligence and virtue of
the people, and in public professions of
their own disinterested devotion to the
general welfare. [ this state of
things, it will require po small e:l'urt
in & _young man, on his entrance into
life, to continue & due attention to lit

erature, to persevere amidst the plea-
sures and the engagements which sur-
round him, in preserving what he has
wlready attained, and still, as opporiu
nities occur, adding to his stock He
sees the highest stationd attainable and
but with little sense; and, sickening a
the irksomeness of study without re

ward, is apt to ex-laim, why shoald I oot
content mysell with that-mediocrity ol
sttsinmert, by which, with confidence
and vuciferuian.hn mnyl::v:.. x

ceeded, and which seems _sueesl,
a8 it is the easiest wode of advance:

17 To this inguiry, it way bean
 [awered, that knowledgs s of itsell dle.

sicable, aod should be pursued even

for its own sakesfor the dignity aad

We seek to do too much in a short | proud,

When, therefore, you shall be
tempted to self indulgence, snd see
men, by art or fortune, rising into pre-
mature elevation without classical
learning <<when - you vialt see men of
real abilities, worth and usefulness,
justly honored, though without these
literary embeHishments,—be not led to
conclude them vatueless, While you
learn to think them not indispensable
either to merit or success, at the same
time remember that literature gives to
professional talent all it elégance and
half its elﬁnienc_n and that to emulate
the fame and Teach the eminence of the
gentleman to whem: bhave just situd-
ed, you must be not only profound in
your acquirements, but various, acute
and gracelul,

The evils of an imperfect education
{to a professinnal man, none can . know
bat he who has felt them [n the le-
| gal profession, how often is the care-
leas studeat reminded of his deficien-
cies? How much gracefulness of-allu-
sion—how much power of srgument—
how much felicity of illustration are
Inst to him! how he longs to be able to
call up and give distinctness to recol-
lections which yet elude him, and how
bitlerly he laments aver the early in
dylence which condemns him to medi
ocrity, aad feels that his
never been developed, and that he will
never be what he might & ought to have
been, either in reputation or desert!—
Let not these repinings ever be yours
Now; you hold your own destiny—
now, the opportunilies of excelience
are all in possession.or in prospect.—
You may either improve or neglect
them—make them means of usefulness,
or memorials of criminsl indifference
and neglect. Do not hesitate; much
often depends upon the resolutions of a
moment: resolve, now, that you will be
learnedy- accomplished, literary—that
;ﬁou will not be content while you still
{bave something useful to acquire, and
that no allurements of pleasure, no luve
of ease, no indulence, shall ever induce
you to lose the mdvantage of your op
portunities, either by negligence of
study now, or inattenlion to learaing
hereafter. ‘T'here ia another considera-
tion which should urge upon you this
resolution. [f the day of florid bom
bast snd coarse abuse is ever 10 five
way to the reiga of chaste and dignifi-
ed eloquence—if the literary taste of
the country geaerally is ever o be im-
proved, this must be accomplished by
the united influrnce of the educated
classes; and by them it cau only be ac
complished by the stady of classical
antiquity, and the best specimens of
modern litersture—by diligence to
gain, and care to retain knowledge—by
assiduous efforts to do every thing io
the best manner, and a steady resvlu
tion to distountenance empty preten—
sions, and to eocourage real merit,—
By these mesns; an influence way go
forth upon the people which shall ele-
vate the nationsl taste, and by estab
lisning a higher standard of excellence,
divmiss to ebscurity those who have
not ability to be useful, aod compel to
its improvement those who have.~
You, gentlemen, form a portion of that
literary class, and your eflurig may be
felt throughout the union, if met by
f:::,“.’:n,.m this State may  have a
mast salutary eff-ct, even without such
co operstion. Let wme, then, entreal
you, by all these considerations united,
tr resvlve upsmatherough education;

ny one epportunit of
b ‘s wn mi:{u yourscives sod
 your coon'rys snd that aher you sball
emtented ‘lﬁur_lly-l-likﬂ
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to believe and feel, that 1o ect here
o F?I’g know-

—:‘ timate effest of 1 '
| en to the march of mind-=whether this]

[error; and it has been determined, [
| think apan jast grounds, that vanity is
to be preferred to despondency. By
study, both these errors will be preveat-
ed or overcome, and we shall soon be
ensbled (which all admit to be best) to
think of ourselves just'y. ltis thie sense
of vast preseat passessions that tends to
vanity; it is the fear of want of capaci

ty for acquiring, that produces despoa-
deacy: You will be guirded agsinst
both, by a just estimate of “yourselves. |
Your_actual, will alwsys be small in
comparison with yoar possible, attain-
mente: you will always, in fact, know
less than you might and vught to know;
less than many others have attajped

{of a geperal diffusion, even of horn

from the surfice, but drink not frum
the fountain of knowledge: that deep
learning, being no longer in demand,
will shrink into obscurity. There are
others, however, who seem (o think,
that provided many read, it is no mat:
ter what—that if all know miny things,.
it is an important gain, though noue
know any thing wellt and they are
pleased, of course, with the prospect

book science. But, whatever may be
the eJect of this rage fur bogks in the
literary departments, no man of even
moderafe intelligence, can doubt as to
the mischievous effects already pro
duced, now prodaging, and dn fearful

without your advantages: and thisduly
considerad, will mike you modest. On
the other hand, the more you try your
powers, the more you will be assure:d
that nature deals liberally with men;
that, in géneral, aside from “some peca-
liar developements For which a nitural |
aptitude or tact is demanded. all in it

‘tey.” "Your approach to ‘wen of “enid
aence whom you may have regarded at|
a distance with awe, will shew you the
original equality; add, thoagh vod inay
be at times oppressed at an amouat of

great, you will soon find it to b2 an ac

qaisition arisinﬁ_ from no innate superi

ority, but carefully collected by little
and little, and by the same proceds e-
qually attainable by yourselves, . When
we see & young man inflated with a
senye of his grear arrwloments, or pré
suming upon a genius which renders ef
fort tohim unnecessary —urging himsell
forwarid with pfacid sell-complacency—
Fimagifiimg himdetl themobj sct ol omiver
sal approbation, while in truth, ne is
provoking the scorn of the wise, and
touching the pity of the gnul—we have
no difficulty id assigning his vanity 1o
self-ignorance. Au(,] so, when a young
man is appalled at what is hefore him,
and despairs of ever Rttaining to excel
lence or distinction, we may with equal

!

|

[ne what were sapposed matters of pria-
self desirab'e, may be attained by indns {

scquivition, whieh™ will te you appeir|

rrmpect of being produced, by the po
atical press. lo the party conflicts of
the day, a spirit of hmhwl. of dela-
wmation of indeceat “scirrility, and|
shameful corruption g -
on, tha editoridl” torps. Oace, men
werg ‘dividedl o0 matters of prifciple,

ciple: pipers vn different sides 'might
b rehed apey aw presenting the views:
of intelligent portions “of our .pubiic
men; and if fucts were disputed, there
was an attempt to reach the teuth, or
at |daat a decent pretension to if.-—
Bat now, every thing seeins figlucofd
to a mere scramole for emolument; the
credulity of the people has been so of

ten practised  upon with-success, - that
#carce any care is used to conceal the

aess of the public: and it is lamenis
ble to remark, that even the moral
sense of the commuunity has beécome
corrupt_aod vitiate
The mosl atrdcious, 18 sure o obtain
‘tolerstion, il notappeovsis M ean e,
a spirit of insubordination is by some
openly taught and recommended; and
passion, and interest, and prejudice, are
appealml ta, in order Lo raive discon=
teut, and produce opposition against the
laws. [tisnot necessary to e more spe

cilic; fucts are too recent and oo appal=
ling. But, does not this state of things

certainty trace his want of confidence o
want of knowledge of himself,

from presumption, and a confidence
which will ever preserve you from des
paic, . Believe that by indasiey. and
perseverance you can de all things«, and
ou will accomplish much: but feel not
elated at what you can duo—for the ca
pacity is a gift, and can in no_suct be
meritorious; ity improvement only, i< a
just foundation of sell complacency.—
T'o be able to do, i3 to this purposs na
thing; te do, is every thing. Drfivien-
cy in itself is misfortune valy, but ac-
companied with genius, becomes crime;
and yet, nothing 1s moare common, than
te-find the miod inflated with self con
sequence at the possession of powers
unimproved, and though voluntarily
condemned to obscurity and useless
ness, yet fillédl with visions of possible
importance and imaginary glory. Dis
tinction founded oo worth, must ever
be the result of exertion; and by a pro
cess, beautiful as it is uselul, distincuiun
thus acquired, fills the possessor with
modest conceplions of himself. OF this,
the mest insteuctive and illustrious ex-
ample is found in the great Newwon.—
After all those mighty discoveries,
which enlightened and astonished man-
kind, and while to others he appeared
the intellectual prodigy of the universe,
to himself he seemed but to have sport-
ed on the shore of knewledge, and to
have left the boundless ocean itselt not
only uoexplored, but unattempted.—
Such must ever be the.cesult of genuine
devotion to science; and if, my young
friends, you shall find, during your col
legiate course, or in alter life, any ris-
ings of vanity at your powers and at
tatnments, let the remembrance of New-
ton redbuke inte just iosignificance eve-
ry elfort of sell-exultation.

But you are under yet higher vbliga-
tions to preserve and ealarge your lite
rary acquirements—to learn every thing
which may add steength to the reason-
ing powers, aad grace and attractive
ness 1o style nod delivery. The pre
sent is, every where, and no where
more (hao io wur ewn country, & pecu
liar era, ‘Ihe press is just beginnifig
fully w0 develope its mighty influence
on our nation. Science, ne longer con-
faed ia solid volumes to well stored i
bracies, or making nrter:i. yisits in
the thick pamphlets ol learned eriticism,
now umr-r.::lh to %‘wi in weekl
and even daily sheets; and thus u{
dresses hersell (v large masses of men
neretofore beyond her reach. Liters
ture, religion, science, ‘::tmow. like

ities, seited upon y pressy
:lll tasie, Mri::“a:ihbmlm ;ro
arged upon the ever
ing wculs. - What is 10 be the al-
his new diregtion giv-

-

By a|
correct estimate of yourselves, you will | 1us) service to your country? 1f pub
learn a modesty which mast keep you|lic tasre, much more: public morals, re:

call upon you for increased diligence 10
qualify yourselves for rendering effse

quire for their _reformation, ihe exer
tias of the enlightened and virtuous,
the delusions that huve gone sbrowd
must b+ met and dissipated; the
press must be corrected; it must be
transferrett-to-the direction-of -able and
upright men: and the people (though
well meaning, yet easily musled ) musi
be guirded ugsinst those artifices, by
which it is sought to arcay them against
their own peace gnd happiness, sl to
involve them in the stupendous guilt
and folly of prosteating the last sicuc
tare, which can be raised by man for
the preservation of equsl rights by re
publican institutions. But 1o do this,
you wmust yourselves be enlightened;
you muast be Do novices: your reason
ing powers must. be perfecied in
strengih and dexterity, by constant and
healinful exercises your minds must be
stored with every variety of knowledge,
to inslruct or “to please, And thus
prepared, you must bear in mind - your
high duties, and the large destinies
which may be inflaenced by your exer-
tions: you thust be the true friends of
the people; teachiog them to see and 10
despise the effurts of those who would
mislead them—you must be prepared,
should circamstances require, to strip
the mask of patriotisn from ambition;
and show his borrid features to the de
testation of mankind; and- to teach,
both by your example and your pre
cepts, a voluntacy, steady, and gniver-
sal submissiun 1o the laws, It is cer-
tain, that the talents of a country, il
generally united in one purpose, will
nead public apinion te it, be it good. or
evil; that through the press, talents most
operate on publig opinion; und that,
therefore, society has a deep iglerest
in the maintenance of & budy of intelli
t and honest writers, y wtand,
in truth, as sentinels on the walls of
liberty, and give an alarm at the ap
proach of danger, and only atits ap
proach. The profligicy or insdequacy
of a large majority of the conductors of
the press, is evident to all who look
into the daily news; and it cannot ad-
mit of doubt, that much of public - evil
may be tiaced to this enuse, Until
men-of standing and literatare, in con®|
siderable numbers, shall devote them
selves tv the press, and all shall become,
8% emergency requires, occasional con
tributors, (hé evil must be endured.
But why shoald it be su? The press is
:hr-?xiin nt means ;f influenc
nien in & country where opinion
i Jres t

: generally
adequate i ability, or dis -ﬂvi
cor‘r‘;ﬁtimf Lot” thesd kiogs have

gone Torthgp [l and fhe Sl
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directly o
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stable: why, theo, should this | signs
mighty power beallowed, wishont. o osrever Jof

e oot
find, in the
same ranks, men of genius urging on
the cause of disaffection; some care- |
less, and some mistaken, in respect to.
5!::; coanru-yh’:.- and some, alas!

ra tu nd
md_gtc.[o':nw ' MI:-M ﬂwﬂ '
0 m :
sound morals, seduced from Mg‘t-
ural station on the side of true liberty

and glory, and pursuing some 5&‘2

ful phantom in their stead: {

friends, | Assucintes

days or eatly wianhood, w
arate between his soul and
What is tobe dooe? Shall he .
in his course. while he sees thow urg-
ing (from !r'.:tll!e'rel' motives) a cal
allverss to all government? a NE”,
which resolves il!el_f.‘d ﬂ}ﬁ 'b
nice and uniatelligible distic da-
o ncomp ete v -

ey

ool '
ik of
:}::_:rnuhﬂ'd confusion and

! hi e sdes thess thingsy
(rient™o his country and to
tate in  his coarse?
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leads even
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