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DEBATE,

The Articles of ameéndment,. in re-
jon te the number of wembers of
ich the Senate and House of Com.
pus_shall, contsist, being under con-
erativn, Mr. Fisher moved to 6ll
blank with the word “biennial V' —
§ question haviog been stated from
Chair—
Mei EDWARDS said, he did pot
s tadletain the Convention; for, if
poséld 1o due so, he felt too unwéll to
ke the attempt. - But he owed it
pe-Convention trstate, that-witilst
rring in-the  Avtieles upder coi-
srution, 80 far as the number of
ers in each House was concern-
yet he could not vote for them if
blank was filled with the word bi-
fah. He hud -prousunced.it-the
er day one of the must important
pations to cowe before the Conven-
, and subsequent reflection had
e to confirm the opinion. He could
therefure vote for any adjustmept
tepresentation which would author.

elections_only al iutervals of two-

rie  This- statement was due to
sif=due to candor—and due to
Convention.  Anxious that every
endment made to the Constitution
buld be confirmed, he was sorry to
thii_matter, so pca'tinnciuusiy i
ed-ougfur-in his-opinioncif adopt-
the peorle would' reject the Consti-
ion. . They would not-part with the
trel  over their Representatives
ieh annual elections gave, for the
¢ of syeculative notions of econo-
. For the whale matter was open
pijecture, and the experiment was
e tried- whetherthere would b any
ing or not. He did not himself be-
there would; for the Legislature
ld sit fwice a8 Jooug-every two
and, in the end, the expendi-
mhl he fully as great.
Me CARSON of Rutherford, re-
rked, that b took partin the dis-
ssion with extreme reluctance, and
t moch embarrassment in rising to
s0. The manifestation of senti-
oy exhibited the other day, was 5o
arly indicative of (he result of the
te about to be taken on this ques-
o that he shonld certainly not have
ibled the Convention, but that lie
hed lniuslif] the vote he should be
nd to give. -
My, C. said, he believed the great
et wiich the peaplg had in view in
ifizging the eall’of'a Convention,
*o gurrect the inequalities of wur
repentation,  That point attained,
most impagtant and the one which
t concernéld them; they cared but
@ nhout any other altevations. In
discussions we have lad on this
stion, economy and refrenchment
been assigned as primary consi-
ations why biennial sessions should
eferred. Two no parct of the State,
which he had Bemmal knowledge,
this questiun bean fairly put in all
bearings before the peopley and re-
» the more b heard it lonched up-
the stranger was his convictions it
better be left as it was. There
said he, bat three or four States
this while Uuioﬁ, _whti-_re__biennill
oS are reguired by their respecs
_Cl.lls{it:::;}ma. “Iith Illreep of
b owit: Delaware, Mississippi
: riy we have no connexion
tan Juive no sort of practical in-
oursej but in those States border-
o s, ‘With . which _
Bumed to have legislative inter-
e, a3 wall as in the Congress of
Unitedl 8tytes, all have their anpu-
Wsions, and it might often eccur
coarse of all future time, that
tand urgent matters might require
we should have simultaneous ses«
8o far therefore, as this State
Al mequire a joint actign with her
lignous sister States, it would be
Gvantage to have anuval sesxions.

r. C. said, that since the discus-

the other day on this :t, at
" ime he felt inclined S for
ial sessions, he had

! l’!%ctionmta'ﬁl cet, and the
as, that his mind had

nce w
Paliifs 4
i a

" '. tlmt.f_un of the

Dowhere into either the Legi
‘e, Judicial or  Executive Depart-
less tiian the most
of those rights essential to the

gR——

16t Hew,

iy 1he whole, -

8 A _

pr_eng_r\;n'lion of rregdbq., and which ihe Qill- dampen the love of country
wisdom  of our ancesiors have made wean the people from the
;;:g#j#ggggg&in-nm our. Consti- their own

—the

and
bosom

j}‘:ﬂmc_iplg_g Al which-are faver -of aunual éléctions and
w, but have been laid down and
recognized from time immemorial,—
The 18th Section declares “that the
people have a right to assemble togeth-
er, to eonsult for the common good, to of biennial sessions for a few reasons,
imstruct. Gieir Represeatatives and 1o which he would briefly
apphyto-the Eefistatai® Tor redress of first place, hie thought they would in-
grievances.”  The 20th Section de- sure e the State more careful, and
clares “that for redres of grievances, better legislation, If there be bien-
and for amending and strengthening the nial sessivns, there must be biennial
laws, elections vaght to be often held ” elections. ~ When elections  fake
i o ftem-wgot-be regeTE 35 LS DU Gice G Giory bo-jears]
ubed 108 Guilified sense,.and it might he thought ‘the_people would be more
be said, that once in-two venrs is oftern, Enrticuinr i the chotce of therr mem -|
within the true meaning of the Bill of bers. 1 am in  faivor of frequent
Rights. But he believed this con- elections, said Mr, F. but there may
struction to be inconsistent and un- be sucf a thing as having them tou
reasonable, seeing the practical expo- frequent.  Whenever a thing becomes
sition given of it by the framers of our very common, it ceases to be much
Constitution themselves, in fixing up- valued, and when we cease to prizeit,
on annual sessions. _ { we are careless how we use it. ‘The
There is another section, said Mr. elective franchise is the greatest politi-
C. to which he would call the atten-|cal privilege we enjoy, and the dunger
tion of honorable gentlemen.  That is is, ll'lat we undervalue it by the fre

short,
sessions, he should vole against the a- !
mendment which propuses elections |
only once in two years,

Mr. FISHER said, he was in favor |

NORMN
Stateinetitutiong.” Bein L‘?u_f'

|

wates ‘-iw-fhrr

mr,.amn. 1836

mi@m.?:‘ futare 179

members in both Houses. For sever

al years past the Legislature has con.
tinued in session from 50 to 55 days,
ory from 100 to 110 days in two years.
If a Legislatute consisting of 202
membees,*could do the business of two/
years i 100 6 T10days, Me. F. said,
he felt certain that a " Legislature of
170 members, cam do .the same!
amount of business in 75 days; for the
reason that small boidies do business
with greater despateh,-than largs anes.
Gﬁ’m% e 'il*‘"igifi"‘i}é‘i"éﬁf '%‘gh&éﬁs;
with incidental expenses; Tor i session
of 75 days, will cost. about 840,000,
ar only one half whatiwo sessions now
cost. s this sum worth savingi—
Certainly it was,

Mr. I; sald ‘he would very briefly
notice one or two of the oljections ad-
vanced against biennial sessions, It
is contended that there ought to be an-
nual sessions of the State Legislatures,
in order that they may stand as guatds,

the 21st Section, which declares “that: quency of elections, By having eur
a frequent recurrence to findamental State elections only oncesdn two yenrs,
.Qc:ﬂ:r.\'e..tlm-Mtu;!-'nf"ﬂhbﬂ?;f"—'g*zfthﬁn Tighly,. and: exerciss=tt more
Mhat..are- fundamentat p”ri‘n‘t.‘.ilifru?—..jm!iuiqnnl_v. As it now is;in-many
One"of thew T the supervisory power | places we see that the people eare
the people have aver lﬁgi'r Representa- | but littke about going to the polls, and
tives, and may be found in the first|oftentimes, give themselves but little
Article of the Bill of Rights, which | trouble to enquire into the qualificy-
declares “that all pelitical power is|tions of the candidatess  They say, it|
derivable Trowm and bt‘oﬂga to the peo- [is only for one year, and if the elec-
ple.”  Bo far as you postpone or put{tion goes wrong, next year they can
off the right of suffrage, 8o you weaken | correct.  Members u() Congress are
and cut up this most exgellent princi-| chosen only once in two years, and
ple of free Governments. This Coun-|has the country experienced any in-
vention, T trusty will not hastily repu-|convenience or injury from this? 1
diate and set them at defiance. -\ thinle —not:——If it be proper to elect

I, Mr. President, the people who|members of Congress, whose powers
have this right to apply to the Lrgiuh- are 8o vitally ‘connected with the prin-
ture for a redress of their grievances, (ciples of liberty, only once in two
are to be put off fur two years, before | years, can it be [ess so to elect in the
they can be heard, and run all tiie;same manner members of the State
chances of disappointment in the end, | Legislature, whose sphere of action is
why sir; it amounts to a denial of the {more limited and less dangerous te
Friviiége. and is to my mind, 8 mani- ‘ the rights of the people? In the new
est violation of the true spirit of that| States, where there is a constaut fill-
claase, and can be nu longer consioer-|ingup of the country, where new
ed an axiom in free Governments,— |counties are every year springing into
Afin sir, fréquent elections give va- | existence, and wheie new laws and
lue to the right of sufirage, and m-cun"'rvguhlimu become necessary, it is
a prompt -and faithful accountability | certainly -proper that- there should
froim - the _Represeniative—to—his-con=| be-annmual-sessions of the Lepislature;
stituent, and in the law -making branch |but in an old State, like North Caro-
oaght nat to-be departed from. llisi'l-ina. where every - thing -is—settled,
motto was—annual elections and short | where the system of laws is -establish-
sesilons, By this means, we would|ed, and all the institutions of the

prineiplei3 - absolutely necessary {o! the people will yalue. Lhe-—p#i:vikgr"

| swon,

more | He was unwilling tha
solemn declara-

have a national system of legislative
economy and preserve our institutions
in their happy and just proportions, —
To be blotted out of political exis-
tence fur two. yearsa—the very thought
chilled his blood and made him feel
for the salety and prosperity of the
State.  Before mauhood, and -in- bis
boyish <days, he was lifted in joyous
transports, at each anniversary of this
our political jubilee. The spirit, the
jovial animation with which the peo-
le of all ages and conditions press
orward to the polls, proving by the
manner of its enjoyment, that they set
a high value upon this privilege.

Mr. C. said, that annually, in his
section of the State, when people have
finished working their crops, they as.
semble at public places to hear politi-
cal discussions, then being carried on
by those canvassing for their suffea-
ges; and many of these discussions are
managed with great spirit and are of-
ten replete with instruction to those,
no other wise conversant in political
affairs; and of that class, are a large
portien of their hearers. 1If it be true,
that one of the best securities of the
rights and privileges of a free people,
‘18 48 to enlighten them on these topics,
I would say, in proportion ‘as yvou take
away or diminish their elective rights
and prevent opportonities of ming?ing
with-and hearing public men, and pro-
fiting by public discussions, in the
same. degree, you weaken and detract
from the stability of our free institu.
tions.  His own observation and ex-

perience warranted him in saying, that

these discussions in . polifics. pow-a-
dayw though more frequent, yet they
were listened to, and were often de-
livered in a style to make useful im-
pressions on the people, and served to
put them in possession of the public
topies which at the particular junctuce
were of the greatest moment.
might be said, tha:a there are ather
sources of political information; for
instance, the newspapers of the day.
This species of reading is extending
and becoming more diffused; but it jis
not general, aml it is out half so good
us a spirited discussion before the peo-
ple. In the Northern States, the peo-
ple have the advantage of free Schools,
and education is more uni

Here, we are not generally educa
and therefore
koowledge derived from these and
other sources.  Collision of sentiment
elicitl"t:: lmhg it I:. ::did Mr. C.
a sound, t a nied expres-
i vhu!".lhc- ' koow the
trath, they have no other interest than

_ el - innovation ex-
' _ql;.nﬂiu__".:;u'ﬂt'
i 10u8 on 1

men so pertinaci i W_l-!"'m

o do right in public affairs; Mr. C.
|to t:ghmpnm. _

take p

e in our Legisiative Councils
for w0

‘time as (wo years, It

It{ ceeding one re-enacted.

the-benefits of

country fixed, no goeh necessity can
exist.  When there is nothing for the
Legislature to do, why bring it in ses-
sion? 1tis with Legislative bodies,
as with every other mass of men, if
they have nothing to do that ought to
be done,  they will be very apt to set
about-doing what they ought not to do.
For my part, said Mr. F. I think, at
present, there is more danger to be
apprehended to the institutions of the
country from too much, than from too
little legislation. When we look
around, and see the Legislatures of
the several States, and of the Federal
Government, all in lull operativn at
the sume time, manufacturing laws
af the rate of five thousand a year, it
is a matter of wonder that our politi-
cal institutions ean remain permanent
under this annual flood of ennctments,
changes and innovations. 1t looks
like unsettling every thing.

A second - reason-in favor of “biep-
nial sessions, is, that the Legislature
itsell being better selected, will be
more cafitions in its enzctments.  The
members will considér that the laws
they make will have to stand for two
years, and thevefore they will be muorg
careful -.what they do.  As it now is,
laws of doubtful policy are enacted,
because if they do not work well, they
can next session be repealed.
~A-third reasonis, that thers " ill be
more steadiness and consistency in |
our kegislation, 1t now often hap-
pras, that. laws are enacted at one’
session and are repealed at the next.
The session adjourns in Japuary—the
Acts.usually come out. .in - and
the-elections take ;ﬁer n - August,
So that the laws are scarcely pro-
mirlgated, before the new members are
elected. Itoften happens, said Mr.
F. that an actis pumfelt one session,
is repealed at the next, and at the sue-

the case with that important act abol-
ishing Imprisonmeit for Debt. Now,
il there were biennial sessions, the
people would have time to see the
operations of the lay, and could de-
termine better, whether it ought to be
repealed or continued,

Mr. F. said, he was in favor of
biennial sessions, on the score o
Booxoxy. Economy is not less a
virtue in Governments than in private
familfes. ~ Whensver walhes a Gov-
ernment  di ing the principles
ul'eeh‘my.nmylwk out ornb!m
and corruptions. If therefore, bien-
vantages, will occasion a con i
saving in public e
we t not to
sideration. Will this tl::‘ case?
Snme gentlemen say: n was
cert_l.im would. ¢ know that the
annunl expense of the Legislature has
boen, for a while past, about

This was|on in the same

fiselections. When the mmn
election is pending, P .

will be mostly discussed, a
The Biate clochions cre pcliyl;g.

nial sessions, in addition to-other ad-|h

i tion.
TPy

encroachments of the Fedéral Govern-
mel.  This was not _a new. idea fo.
iyt tid Eonsidered it before he
came Here, and felt 18" weight. ™ He
balieved with ~those whu.'u‘&pmd
biennial sessions, that the State Legis-
latures are the natural and legitimate
guardians of the rights of the States
and the people, and that it was not
looly. their right, bat theix - daty, te
keep a strict watch over the conduct
of our Federal Rulers. .The writers
of th» Federalist, Alexander Hamilion,
John Jay and James Mudison, take
this view of the subject in the 26th
No. of that able work. I do nat
believe, however, said Mr, F. that the

|

Legisiature consisted of 202 members;, énnial
sl e

over the rights of the people against thi baumlly, if the people so will it

-t
-

» instead of
thiel T;!g;';!
authriry o deprive ( "
other power conlerred upon i by the
Constitution. That instrument does
not declare that the Legistature shall
meet annually, but certain duties are
presegibed in it, which are to be annu-
ally. performed. . But it.contuins-also
a provision that the Legislature may
adjourn themselves to any future day;
so that if the amendment prevails; and
we declare the Legislature shall meet
biennially, yet it will be perfectly com-
ctont e that-bodye when sssemided,
adjourn to meet annoally, semi-an-
noally, or seoner, if the public good:
may seem to réquire it. The argu-
ment therefore, that biennial sessions
of the Legislatore will be productive
ol great evils, has no force; for if the
people are in favor of more frequent
meetings, public sentiment will co-
erce that body to adjourn, fo meet a-
in in twelve months. We do not
then, as has been argued, deprive our-
selves of the privilege of meeting an-
If it
e found, that “anmual- sessions ary es:)
sential-to-the-preservition of our po-
litical rights, the-penpte wiil Y\'illinglj.|

incur the expenditure neceasapy for i

o o, B e © vho

% Judge T. said, we did not wow ex-| adhered to their prineiple thr |
ercise the privilege of ‘convening the|cha and circumstances, without
Legislaturo so frequeéntly as our am-'n ““shadow of turning,” have callod :
cestors did., Why was this? Oune!upon him to !ml_t}lm_ in the high
reason -perhaps, was - the ecxpense, ' station within theie gifty ond in-aee

the honest, - yeomant
the '
no di ionate,

who WLI ‘I‘déﬁ%‘f?ﬁ#ﬁé ot
upon { tio U
po e con n o d“o;_lm .

at the present crisis, will
np
. e '
" 1

has bee -
is personal worth -
fications for the ‘station. = He has had
no agency in his own nemination. He
lillu lr::illu-r s«njh! nor intrigued for it.
e his violated no duty, sacrificed no
rinciples mgpbtnin li' Bolicited to
ecome o candidate; he, like
true patriot, and upright, consistent
republican, says, “he submits himselt
to the will of the le.” mh:

open, feank, modest a

own unpresuming worth, sekn
o1, tlcis, and-trind: i

-Fﬂnmeqn_ﬂl attracted the att _
of_the American.people _towards him....
"Alngg.‘nd:%- R = T 2
'nfthn‘i-cplhﬁnn‘%nﬂﬂy.‘thm

mere aclion of the Legislature, that
is, the passing ot a resolution, is a
cheek to usurpations for, so far as his
observation had gone, the Legislature
ns often decides in favor of the abuse
of power as”against it. It depénds
allogether -how -the — majority of the
State stand alfected to the Administra.
tion. If, for example, they are for
the powers that be, then the Legisla-
ture will Aernove; if otherwise, will
cexsune.. The guardiauship, there-
fore,  does not consist in the vore of
the Legistature, but ia the apportunity
it affords for public discussion:—Fhe
Fuderal Government is far off from the

K?., The - people of North Carolina,
send to Congress 18 members; tlhey
send to the Legislature 202, They
therefore have better _means of know-
ing what takes place “in the State
Legislature than in Congress. ‘The
friends of liberty can speak to them
with more effect from ltaleigh. than
from Washington, and the people will
listen to the arguments of the winon-
tyas well as of the majority. Asa
proof of the correctness of this view,
Mr. F. said, he would remind the
Committee that the Legislature, in
1798, refused to condemn the Alien
and Sedition Acts, but the agitation
of the subject awakened the attention
of the people to it, and the State was
soon revolutionized in politics. 8o,
also, in 1822, the chi!lltllfe of
North Carolins-approved Congression-
al Caucusses by reflusing to censure
them; but the arguments went out
among the people, and they declared
agninst Caucunses. It was the dis-
cussions then, that toek place, and not
the vote, that made the Legislature
the guardian of the people’s rights,
against federal encroachments, But
the question is, will a change to. bien-
nial sessions make the Legislature less,
1 theek 'against encronchments, thaa
at present? Mr. F. suid, at first, he
thought it wounld, but further reflection
brovght him toa different conclusion,

sions in the Legislature can act, and
elections for - mwembers—of:

take place but once in two years.
If therefore, our sessions can be held
during the winter, before theelections
take place, then_.t'il ople will have
th}&lm i il

mlormation that ~ were called forth o

during the preceding session.  Anoth-
er advantage of these biennial elec.
tions will be, that it can be so arrang-
ed that our State elections and our
Congressional elections shall not come

both come on together, and the con-
sequeace is, that very often, the State
elections influence the Congress elec-
tibn, and wvice versa. But to bring
them on at different times, the winds
of the people being less distracted
with conflicting cluims, will be able
to make better and more dis_inttﬂd!u:

and local matters will
tions so tha

$40,000. At the last mtiol.l our

‘:rent-, and att

e=the Stute Governiment 18 close |

It is only in elections that the discus. |
{future day stil

year. _As it pow is, good

but another was, that the frequency ufiwf‘lﬂﬂcﬂ with every u right and
enjoyment had palied np.,w:‘“,-.ppu;{nmﬂy' républivan principle, We has
tite. He! lN:l‘il"('tl that the liberty of| mtlll:‘ﬂfl',:’!_ Bﬂ““"‘lm ;:ll' “_O;L“‘%ﬁ[
the people depended upon the purity!at their disposal,  ple '
of ll?ﬂ urlllu-rti\n-p franchiul;? and ht wa{: solf to abide the result, 'll':: edge
therefure dis to—make it “more he will wot vislare; bat will re usly
highly appreciated. Would the sparklu'!-‘lp- I there any thing in- all “th
of liberty glow with less intensity if| which is not decidedly Tm :
the Legislature met every two yeirs, in accordance with “every thing thi
than they do now when it mects svery| republican party have. frum ifg «
year? - Why is it that the Gongru-}-["’lt- infancy, advocated, as ¢

sional elections excite more interest'and proper. Is therd an

than the elections of members of the all this, that secks to

thi
il

of one station are more important than ¥oluntary choice, by the influence of:
those of the other; it is because ‘the intrigue, the practice of art, or covert
people, exercising the right of suffrage/ management, like. the Baltimore
but once in two years, are mare cir- Ned Rucker Caucus, and the course
amspect in the selection of their a- ond declarations of its nominees?
: ach greater value to the|They have said, let us decid
privilege, ' ~ [the candilates. We un
“Coming events,” it was said, *‘eqst| matter hefter.
their shadows before,” and though po-| whomever 102 rec N
etical, Judge T. remarked it was ne- ought and awill “I“I:N'.'r e we )
vertheless true.  For years, there hne']“l‘ﬂ'ﬂm‘-e them with an intention
been complaints that the Legislature P
was.too frequently assembled at-geent|
exgenw-, without “any corresponding’
public benefit. The people have foun
fault, because so oFren called from
their farms to vote—they have com-
plained that their youpg men met too
often at election grounds, foe purposes.
of intemperance and divsipation—eve-
ry class of the community has com-
plained on this score, It was expect- . ¢ peaple,
ed, on every hand, that if a Conven-|whom they shail elect to govern thiem
tion. were ever ecalled, this uubject!=to be their next P s
would be examined and revised, and. "“successor of General ‘“km‘.'.'.n
therefore, there could be no lurpriu'he"-‘““' the people are so. a
about the matter. He hoped the a-|the characters and o
mendment would prevail, the fﬂ!lt men of the nation, that they
Gov. S8WAIN said, he should vote are incompetent to make & <4y
to fill the blank with the word biennial, discreet choice? Orin it becaune they

with a view t th dment he are so regardless of their -
ew to press the amendment he indill‘g:ent lmﬂ-'“ﬁ :m -

had -alluded to in his remarks. _ ‘_._- rcise,

Judge GASTON said, that the »Ex .;i:li"_‘"- that they are not to
ruste rt‘.m' helr -

TTor, that it is, aftee &

mendment of the gentleman from Bun-
combe; he thought, was wholly unne-
s |of the people, no ot
eny. Even Ned

cessary. . In proposing amendments

here, gentiemen did not always ud-| &
vert to the provisions of the existing is daily ““i"gi upon: the
Uonstitution. The 10th section o '&:‘E‘,"“'Pf'?-. rm_their
with

it
Now let us look at this maiter calms
ly, for a few moments, and see how
itreally stands. IF it is corveet, ft
cannot loose its influence by being sub.
mitted to the cool investigation of
reasons to the test of principle, andéol
esenrimce.. e AP i % < 3
Viy should the“Baltimore Cauncus,
or any other self-created boly, be
called” on to decide for the |

W o

'l“du‘:rl’de the party,”.

that instrament-gives-to the I.exl:‘l; fall force and effect

ture the power of ‘*adjeurning them. b '

selves to any future day and place,”— | to its'dissolution.

That part of it which suthorizes the| Thers are reasons,

adjournment to any other place, sas (28 they are. Reasons

annulted by the Ordinance fixing the |64 Fepublican, though
r:nab:n't :m.ef Gove;nma! at Ra- u‘"“‘;l'." i.“h:r #F

¢l t the power to adjourn teahisnl, or:
s o idjewrn tr any | PSR

be found, that the ple desire more |Dilice s Ambit

frequent meetings of the Legislature, | power, and '!“P“"--‘i
th:q%nl Aue'::bly i wn“p‘tl.utm :orlmp!d political partisa
to provide. e o [REE BN (e !
n- the question—Shall the blank be | e

Gilled with the word “biennial?”’ snd

decided in the affiy e -

The People the Cancas.
If any event can be indicative of
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