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. B PRy - |thought by some, '&i,‘f‘m;gﬁiﬁi’iufflﬁ“ a principle, that it is to be appre-

; %E{Mﬁmm 8 e Compelled to pay to|hended no one will deny it. Why then,
il » |aforeign country. Whilsta Spiritual | not test an applicant for office on this

and Missionary connesion is thus kept|point? It seems clear therefore, thatif

up, the whole machinery is, from time | the latter clause only was contained in
0 time, regulated by u general Synad, | the section alluded to, it would have
which periodically convenes, consisting | remained undiscussed as an invaluable
ol - tes- chosen- by the—different| prineiple: ~ But the word Protestant is
Churches. ‘The spiritual concerns of |the great stumbling block., As appli-
each CI!u!'ch is conducted by one or |cable here, it appears to me, it can
more Divines, & the immediate geveral | have but one meaning, and embraces
concern is guided by a Committee of |all those who believe in that memora-
Laymen chosen by the members of sach | ble and venerated Instrument submit-
Church.. The fruits of every mem-|ted by certain Princes of Germany to
| ber's fubor is his own, whilst,in mang tie Diet a1 Augsburg, as. 2. Prutest
of ihe Establishments, certain branch.|against the abuses ot the Catholic
es of business are casried on upon what! Charch ~Fhatabuses did-exist at that
is called public funds, the profits of|time, accumulating for hundreds of
which are in the first place applied for | years. of the most extraordinary kind
Chureh and town purposes, and goin a ; —that it had become a mass of corrup-
great degree tudefray responsibilities, | tion, cannot be doubted by any one
who reads the history of those iltllvsi

|
o be wmet exclusively by taxation, but for one of the abuses, 1 need only

e e -
gréatest magnitnde that has ever agi- echo of his own vaice as it reverberat-
tated society, not anly in the history | ed along the walls of his Idiely dun-
of this country, but, sir, in the history

_ ¢ geon. Fornear nive hundred years|adopted :
of mankind,. We are now about to | did the world thus writhe under the | and wh.lzn
try the issue, whether, inthe regular |golling chain of despotism and her|angr elements of »
which threatened to ¢

ordéal of change and revolution, to: twin-sister religious intolerance. At
which the God of Nature has sabject- | len _ that liberty, which had ;
ed - -not onty-the materfal worlit; “but | T fist came; the bopn by Angels- chased at so- dear—a :
all the inventions and institutions of | - And hesven-born geoius fired Gewos’s s00.™| Constitation, is contained tlﬁ:rha-
man, the principle of Religious liber- A bare recitalof -the difliculties,| ple, the glorious, prim:iiln of religious
srrlﬂ‘-u_!wni of Co-! toleration and freedom ofopinion. Tn

to wring the heart! the 5d section of the Gth Articte, of

:Loh“ attained its achme, and is now misfortunes and
ut to take a retrograde movement; | lumbus, are enou .

of every true American, “He lad 1o/ the Constitution of the United States,

encounter not only the ignorance, but are these wonls —“No .

or whether, with all the lights of ex- :
; ! : No religions test . . .=
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perience we have before us, we will
L makaatill geeater i - upon- :
the free institations which vur falhers | country whigh profited  Cie .most. by tion to-any office” ¢ trust undeér
WP G, und erecta siill-more tofty s genius. e scheme of discoveryy -the United Swtew:™ ~ An
beucon Yight, for the guidance of pos- which presupposed the rotundity of| meddment to the Cons
terity, for ages to come, Sir, the is- | the earth, was denounced.as visionary{eat which North'
sue which we have to try. is, whether and heretical, by thuse agehts of 0&)-1‘ enter into' the con
) (in the language of the Bill of Rights.) | pression which then .d.ul. as they do/ forther P"“'i‘l“’i’ hat ¢
which, but for sucha fund, would have! wall men have a natural and unaliena- | still, wield destinies of Spain. | make no law respisting

ble right to worship Almighty God | Atlength, he sarmoufited every ob-{ment of refigion e
whilst the surplus, ifany, are subject |advert to the shameful practice of sel.{according to the dictites of, their vwn | stacle, and immortal glory crowned his{ free exercise thercof.”
(o the control of the Committee: of | ling Indulgencies and granting Abso-|conscience”™—or whether, in ilispris- eforts. vers the who'e ground—~this is the =
each particular place; as far as the re- | lution. "That these abuses were or | ing those offices, which should ever be | For nearly one handred and twenly | great arcanum in the science of gov-
ligious tenets of the Societly are con-| weic not part of the Catholic faith, 1| the just reward of wmerit, vou require, | years after the discovery of America,sernment which had so long been con-
cerned, they are, [ apprehend, gene- | will not pretend fo say, but grant that | thet men shoupld come up to the con- | B0 permanent settlement had yet been| gealed from the world; and I insist
rally understood; to be of Episcopalign | they were powers mevely assumed, and{ f+ssionn!, and there substribe to a cer- astablished by _‘_h_*'- country, from| that the _rec_mitinn. -of_this priociple .
arder, . Deriving  their Episcopacy {gradual encroachments wpon correct| tate rate of Gl Disguse (Las. g ‘wheage, our_ giis ﬁ}t@fﬁms-- AlLinsur palit e 10T
{com the Greok: Church;-tracing shew fpringiptesPhe Princes Who prefer-| may, sir, this 18 the real 1ssue.  Can length, a band o piigrims, who bad | in aar fandamental law of this ri‘ll_t
origin beyond Luther’s time, and de.| red this. Protest, were. of the Catholio -ikis-Committes-hesitate for a omoment: tong M-lclmrmg---umlﬂ‘-th?--fﬂd-_‘fu" Touy Hihertys cormytitater Ao new oo
fiving their ngme from Moravia, & Peo-{fith, and. theje aim..was 1o correct which way tadecide? Can woy Lray upptesston—avho _were dinied _the | epoch . in \l\ehim:.ﬂ.ém.!g_;. —l
vince in - Gesmany, wheig they had|abuses and purify .their. Chureh _and_with the lizhts of nearly G,000 years '-pl‘l\fﬂ?g‘t Uf"'wm‘lhl ADE ‘(iml_ accords| ment. “That .,guw SRR
their ficst residence nearly annihitated | that it had a good effect, every it : with all the pre-|ng to the dictates o their own con-| held the world in bondage, was now :
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DEBATE
the Thirty-Serond Artiele.

r. SHORBER , he would not have
bled the Com es with any remurks on
auhieet, bt for the kind manneria which
gentleman from Bunsombe ennnected |
with *he debate. While | am daly sen-
e, saidd Mr 8 of the personal compliment
h he bewowed on me, it is not che lesy
ering. coming, as 1 have every reason ta
eve, through him, from the Cammander
hief ol the Wilitia of North Carolina,"so
nently qualified 10 noties and appreciate
tary accomplishments, 10§t Were coriamn
b ile Gillernaiorinl Chair of the Siate
Y EaRiihie 1o he RITed by s Accorwplishs§
2 Statestmi avil able toclicanas thopre
s t‘.&-ifﬁ:-w.' ST o Vohintesr
similar to the pabant Hurslion of which
gen el Trom Buncombe made honors

the

light- shining befure us,

mention, subject to his crders, it would:
ups be nupecessary in the Convention to |
we the 334 Section—as the destinies of
State ity righty, ite liberties and-religion
Ll perhsps he sufficiently guarded. Bt
his is uncertain, every thing being muta
and while The preaent Commander in |
of aned Alie ehivalrous hand in gquestion
passing from the mage of action, restrins
s of the ki under ennsideration can do
njury. ‘The gentleman from Runeambe,
erer, i ihe compliment 8o Kindly bes
e an myeell and the Wegiment | have
hounot 'o cammand, mixed with it some
v in alluling to the hamble Societv of
wians of which 1 am an unworthy mem/
. andd very pjsuiblv, so far as actial reli.
o is concerned. if 1. noderstood Lim gor
iy, the gentleman and myself may be on
ar. as he acknowted ges himsell to We Aa’f
mberof a particulae Churche snd Jam
unworihy member of anallier. While
n ! was Rattered with the undeserved per.
gl compliment of the gentleman. L, at the
¢ time, 1anted the acid conveyed in the

prospered 1o this Gme, while by emi
gration from this colony to England;

of the rising ganeration hive abolished

etenrd pill. It would seem, that whilst
gentleman-is-witlingy *o open-the daor-to
great Catholie Church, e Feels disposed
consirie thé restriction as applicable to
Yirtle Sosiety 1o which 1 helong, as well
to some other unpreiending denomina.
ne, under the latter clanse of the section
grestian, which exaludes those who “hinkd
ghigions_principles incampatible with the
edom rodl sufcty of the Stte.” I such be
ease, | sy exelnde them—exclude all
Wld such doeipines, 1t is a misaken

o, however, if it in thonght that this So

iy hold sueh prineiples; hecsnges it is an
press polnt in their erced, that in whatev.
chime their lot is caet, they shall owe ex”
wite ohedignce and allegiance 1o the Civil
wernment iinder which they lee and which
e them -protectinm, nad AWl in peace
harmony with other Religions persuas
prs The Sodiety in this country, gives
bite no where. Yoluntary contributions
frequenily vielled, ot tn maintain »
lrn(!u:l Religions Fsiablishment, here or
wherg, nor to maintxin ‘a head of the
wreh or Clergyman in lixory and idleness,
I to promote the Mismionary csuse. For
Iy is, in fuet, their primery inteniion, and
vety ohject For which they formed & So-
1y, wot to eavil with other denominatinne
hout shstract principles of Religion and to
w disseation, bul 1o presch Christ 1o the
sthen nations, Upon this principle, it s
ie, Be Moravians (praperly eslled united
‘hren) are united; snd while you will find
v Soeieties in Barope, Africs and Ameris
yet.as a whale, they form a small number
deed compared with othier denominations
hile yon will findd their flourishing Missiona-
Establishments amangst the Holtentots and
aflers in Africa, they me likewise to be
und smongst the Indians in America, the
reenhnder and Esquimsux, the Negro
veu i \lie West-Tndies and South Ameri-
and the Cossack in Asia. Tosustain these
datilisiments, heavy ctpem!imrrs'are vears
-required far-enceeding- ovdinary contriby..
a0, 1o swstain the cause, [t was farescen,
the very formation of the Society, that
ire permanent meuns would have 10 be
breared — anid by volup'ary contiibution and
quests, o fund was rained for that purpase

Mk is continued 1o be kept up; while| org ave soon abused, and Religion is|
, prostitutéd to the most enworthy pur-]

sums of money were frequently bor

ed in anticipation.  When the Morsvians

shiished themselses in North Carolina, » | PO

e budy of Iands was purchiased in this
suniry, theough the médivm of Junds rais.
b in.Europe for dha .putpose ;‘fﬂ -lillll‘pm
el .‘“‘ -—ﬂﬂ__ rs A ct' ot i s 100
et am" .mdmh-rﬁmsmu d‘:ﬁtﬁa-

in it purchase, or such oiher debis 1o s

e smount, contracted hy the Society in

ope, where it was first evablished i the

‘ry.  Most of the land s from time to

been soll st an advance price on the
itthase money, and the proceeds applied
me:; :{f those deblis, except u::h part

or Missionat rposes as exigencics
ired. The ;{ac‘ umoont of the_debt,

At this time, is (hought ot 10 be dis-
; —the balance of the lind remaing es
fund for the purpose

this Missionary Institution, is st this time
Vablished in Germany, as the most central
poiot to the different hranches, and the Mis-
ATy € now consimting of one

: B or 10 persons; from time lo
chosen by the

mansgement of the eancern, wit
#0d_agenin_in_this_couniry, &

y some of the proceeds
e the Floues chuse, nech of ' 6 tophed
. oy (' saiatilor Tni wm

b ke careof
8o much for the tribute, which it is

arities, esseéntials may suffer.

by continual persecution from the Ca-
thulic Church, a colony emigrated
from Moravia, and settled in Sdxeny,
where their Church was.revived it

beginning of the last ‘.“’h'“rJ_E‘F_‘?L.hﬁﬁ

ened Catholic in our days will- not de-
ny. A sincere Catholic therefore, may
in conscience and truth say, that he
L belieres-in the truth-of the Protestant

which 1t 1a founded, terded to raise amd
elevate his own Church to s truc char-

Americn and elsewhere, the Saciety
branched off.  In point of doctrine, 3
is well known that the Society differs
but little from the “Lutheran and Me.
thodist Episcopal Church, whilst thdy
have their own particular. Church gov-
ernment.  While all Religious Sucie-
ties have their peculiarities and prejo-
dices, the Moravian Society has its
share. Pablic opinion and the feeling

acter.
While we Rave seen that the Catho-

times, greatly abused r@ligious ril «
we know that the Po who i3 the
head of that Church, in former days
did frequently arrogate to himsell su-
eriority in temporal concerns, clain
mg obedience from- the Civil Authort
tirs, and as the prclemleal Vicegerent

some; others arein a state of abroga-
tions in such a state of things, it is
feared by many of its members, that in
removing what is thought mere peculi-
Likeilie
Quakers, this saciety was exempt from
military duty except in case of inva-
sian, or insurrection. Whatever may
have beea the conseientions feeling of
the Society T its earlier days, it is e-
vident that such a senfimeént exists mo
more, and that therefore. they enjoyed
an exclusive privilege without & proper
rause—a privilege which was certain-
ly very correctly abolished, so far as
the Moravian Sociely is concerned;and
while 1 hope that the Society may con-
tinue_to flourish, lung after [ shall have
laid down my arms, and Tong after 1
and the present excellent commander
in Chief of the Militia of North Care-
ina shall be no more, [ am satisfied,
they will always be found in rank.
should oceasion require, fighting for
their country, ita liberties and its laws.
Mr. President, #o far as the subject
under consideration is concerned, it
appesrsto me (hat the 32d section
should be retained unaltered, or if al
tered at all, very slightly;and this |
am satisfied is the opinion of a great
majority of the county I have the honor
in part to represent, whose feelings e-
very ‘consideration binds me to respect.
We may bie termed fanatics, or may be
called bigots, but such names will not
change sentiment; and it does appear
to me, that.a country is in"a better
sitoation at Teast; witlha grain of super-
stition, fthan with a deep tincture of
infidelity. T am one of the last-per-
sons who would vote for an established
Church and compel the people to sup-
port it; it has become a matter of his-

ci ho ha the | prec
ly who bave the | FrECEDR, o ion say? *That no per.

son, wha shall de lhnhunﬁ of Gl
estant Religion,

tory, that where a Cliurchis establish=
ed, be itof any denomination, its pow-

des. Of such abuses we have a-
vindant evidence,as far as the Church
of England is cincerned,. interwoven

& it 15 with” the - Civil  Conatitution

ol that countey. - While thereforecct:

entirely satisfied, that Church and
State should be kept asunder, it ap-
pears to me, it has nothing to dn with
the question under consideration,—
We are not called upon to adopt edicts
of proscription—the mere question  a:
bout qualification for office 1s under
eonsideration. ~Ina christian countr

like our own, where laivand every rule
of nr.linn.as‘ it appears tnl u:e.- is- mmll-
ed upon Religious princliples, it real-
ly wzld mgnlhatme who are call-
¢d upon to administer the laws, or to
execute them, should believe in Divine
What does the Section un-

am

or the truth of the
or the divine authority either

religious principles incom
the freedom and safety
shall be capable ce
place of trust Civil
epartment within the v
a person who holds any princi
tible with the freedom an “ﬁ:i
8t 1d be entitled to of-
which has not yet
th gas of -this
{0 me, 80

the
holds
ith
te,

of Christ, receiving subinission from
Kings and Potentates, while even in
those dark days, there were: frequent
struggles between the Pope and the
Civil Autherities lor supremacy, The
aisamption of power since the Refor-
mation, became less and less active,
but it was left to. Bonaparte to give it
| the most fatal blow; yet that this pow-
er may not be ‘assnmed again, when a
fair opportuniry offers, is by no means
certain, — Suchis, and alwayshasbeen;
power., Glee it play, and it will tram.
| ple upon right. 'This will not merely
lapp!y to the Pope, but give power to
|any other denowination, and it would,
in all probability, be abused.

Unhappily for the cause of religion
perhaps, the Protestants, since the re-
formation, have become divided into so
many denuminations, and so diversified
{in their religious notions, that no dan-
{ger is to be apprehended from them so
[far as our Civil Iostitutions are con.
|cerned.  Not so with the Catholic
| Church—that appears to move aloog in
solid Phalans. That“there are indi-
viduals in the Catholic Charch of as
much fervid piety as perhaps in any

closely allied to our institutions, from
which pothing woulidl make them
swerve. Such individuals, it appears
to-mye, cannot hesitate in-saying that
there is truth in the Protestant religion,
The section ‘under consideration
then, has done ne harm. It has been
a part of our Constitation for 50 years
—it has stood am a beacon to aspirants
for office, as an axiom that we prize
Religion, and tells the world we are a
Christinn people. The people have a
reverence for it==why then disturl it?
I repeat, call it superstition if you
please, yet it appears to we it is that
kind ot “superstition which tends to
strengthen our free Iostitulions. As
st present advised, I shall vote for no
amendment, believing it has not de-
prived the State of any talents in its
oficers, and escluded none conscien-
titled heretofore to a partici-

it _opernt®s in fact only on such De-
nominations, as hold religious tenets
incompatib'e with our free institu-
tions, and who owe superior allegiance
to some forvign Power. Such, 1
think, should be excluded, whether
it applies to the Society to whieh [
belong, the Catholics or any other
Denomination.

Mr, RAYNER said—The _only
apology, Mr. Chairman, I shall offer
for obtruding my views on the Com-
mittee, is, the very great importance
of the subject now under considera-
'tion. Being one amongst the young-
est members of this body, sur-

wisdom of the State, I have L
forborne to take any part in the varied
digcassion which has been going on
around we it is with utr:a:
difidence, that [ now presame o

a single remark on this importan
ter. But, sir, the duty which I owe
mytelf, as well as that which Iowe
my constituents, requires that T shiould
briefly state the reasons which govern

"_‘ﬂ the vote I am ;tlmn. o, R

Mr. Chairman, T conceive, thatin
the issue which we are now about to
try, is involved a principle of the

Religion—becanse the principles_on.

lig Church in its progréss, in pncient

other, is not denied; and that they are, and walks ever in the

ropnded as 1 mjx,t!&.smmg%

t mat- | again
- to her wssistance the wmonster, super- |sense of
was

cepts of history to enlighten us, aml
with the e cample of that liberal system

which is pervading the world béfore | ¥
we-elepant |

A

us=Can-we hesitate; fin-t!
language used—the—other day by
dintinguished genileman trom
cambe) ta “sstrip the bizat of his cowl,
Jand strike the toreh from the hand
uf!.crsecntiu-.f‘“ 8ir, if lu'-!n.j_rf'be
precept, teaching by example,” what
are the examples she [luinishes, to

rove that the progress of Religions
iberty has not been® commensurate
with that of Civil liberty, and that
Religious™ intolerance has  ever been
the handmaid of Despotism! A slight
retrospect of the history of the world,
witl yerify the truth of this. To" the
earlicst azey of the world, the same
canses which induced man to enter in-
to civil society—the protection of the
weak aguinst the strong,—induced
hiw to surrender (8 the monarch (he
depositary of power; all those inesti.

the

wable rights and principles, which ity

has caused the world so. much blood

and treasure to regain,  So that, coe-
val with the fiest organization of those
sytendid—Governmenty which were
reared on the banks j{hc Euphfates
and the Nite, was the exercise of des-
potic power over  the LR 1S
of wmen—while a tr:‘tny l‘l’fmnd
¢'aimed the controul of those relations
which existed between man an: his
Gad.  While in their persons (hey
served but as instraments for the
gratification of tyranny and ambition,
in the templesof Isis and Osuis, were
forred  the fetters which enshackled
their minds.  If we come still forther
down the history of the world, and
look at Greece—that **bright clime of
battle and of song” —we see a new era
inthe Wistory of man, Here he has
burst asunder the fetters of tyranny,
consciousness of
freedom, though his mind is 80

veloped in the clouds of bi
supersition. A fancilful 4
had peopled every grove and g
with some presiding Deity, whost
fluence nver the destinies of man, it
was death to gainsay. A Harmodins
cauld be found, who ¢'rose refalgent
Arom the stroke” of the tyrant’s fate
—but none could be found so far will-

ing to brave the storm of superstition,
or the anger of MMJ ol as
to strike from Socrates his cumbrons
chiaing, or snatch the paisoned chalice
feom his lips. “Sir, that great man
‘diet fiken philosipher indeed, an il-
usirions martyr for the frée;dun'i o
| conscience. -

If we look tp that astonishiog pee-

le, who from’a small colony on the
,Kmks of the Tiber, extended: their
empire ffom (he pillars of Hercules

G-

tiously en
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free institations, they attained that
unrivalled eminence in aris, science
and arms, which have stamped their
name with never-ending glory, an un-
wavering devation was still required
to that numberless host of Deities who
were supposed to preside over the
destinies  of the “eternal cil;."—-
Whilst ber banners were floating in
every breeze, and her cagles soaring.
in every sky, her victorious Generals
were enjoined to convey o the
temples of Jupiter, the epima spglia of
evw land. Coa ML S

ith the destruction of that [air
fabric of Roman power, by .those
Northern barbarians who overrun that

ligious li seemed o haye deserted
the earth,  When those ruthless in-
vaders had established themselves in

- ‘re;uﬁgd hnpmn t'u’.nl.

stition., Al the Jearning extant,
:in‘:;ued a wil M

Bun- | eyes across the Atlantic, to

ill-fated country, civil as well asre-|c

and superstition, and  in cultyvating
band perfecting vhe principles of liber-|

sciences,”"—looking over the wile

10 conntry, whefe tyran
or the oppression of man, cast their|
The forests
of the. Western world,

Buancombe informed us the other day)
gave the fiest impetus to the setilemrent,
of these free and-happy - States. — Me,
Chairman, of all the events whicl|
have transpired from the beginning of
the world down to the present time,!
there is not one which contains more|
moral gramleur, more sublumity, than
that presented by the departure of the
Pilgrims for these savage shoves.— Sir,
bohold-them about-to-tear themselves |
from the land that gave them birth, |
ahout to sever all the tender- ties of
kindréd and home, about to rend a-

sociations which bind . man- to his fel-
lowsman, and to trust themselves on
the bozom of an unknown ocean—to
brave the fury of the clements, for the
purpose of secking a home —not pre-
senting the same stimulua for perse-
verance, as did the promised land to
the Hebrew Pilgrims of old—not
“flowing with milk and honey™ ps that
didd—but tenanted by savages and |
beasts of prey. Sir, what must have,
been their juy, when, after a long and |
“tedions voyage, fhey were enabled, on
the Rock of Plymouth, to affer up to
the Supreme dispenser of all good their
gratefulmlorations, in that way which
gccorded “with the dictates of their
own conseiences?” But Bir, the his-
tory which that gentleman went on to
give of that infant colony, affords an
apt illustration of the weakness of poor
human nature; and of the tardy pro-
gress which has made in wresting
his rizhts from¥ the grasp of 1yranny

ty. No soofier had that infant colony,
nider the happy auspices of religinns
fresitom, established ~themselves on a-
firm footing, with the wounds of thejr
own persecution hardly bealed, than
oppression’ raised her Gorgon

ad, and nee resuinél  her
sway. ) ,

Sir, religions i

persecution (as the gentleman '"'Ul“?upininn.mnrrmlecd to man,

dissolved, higotry was at length

tion He-ta-the regions of
“ti-nenrly—ait the State 5
tions which were adopted sbout the
same perigd, we find the same right
of conscience, the same freedom o
Bur, sir
in our own excellent Constitufi
es, sir, excollent T say, For <with ol
fanlts, Flove it stil®—in- tha

| contineut of Burope and |Iinra\'ering! wstripped of her cowl,” and s
uy auwd se-| E i
rerstition were—wol-desgued” fogether:

veperibla instrument,. which reflects
's0 much glory upon that band of pa-
find o pro--
vision which esperience has taught ys, -
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