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{plus in the National Treasury, and He wished to see how gentlemen !said that he had made no reference to
would-voteon the question. — He wish=| the-voltes-ol.any particular members of|
ed to see who would move the pre- | that body, but what he' had said was,
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STATE LEGISLATURE.

Remarks of Mr. Jordan,
OX THE LAND RESOLUTIONS:

Mr. Spragew,—It is with painful

sion. The resolutions now on your
table involve qnestivns of great mo-

ment to our happy Republic, and pe-

culiarly perplexing in their nature.

The confidence I repose in the wis-

-~slom--aml -patriotism -of - Congress, in-
creases my indisposition to participate

in this dobate; but my sitoation as a

member ol thig body has dutiesattach-
ed to it, which must be fearless!y e
formed, althuugh the discharge of them

may inflict pain,

' Re

diffidence that | approach this discus- 1

Before 1 enter npon aninvestigation
of the subject now under discussion, |
will vindicate the character of our ven-

“jaMicted uwpon ¥t by the gentleman
from Surry; and | will do that gentle-
man the jusiice tosay, that the charge
was inadvertently made by him, He
charged the President with having re-
commended a cession of the public
lands, to the States in which they are
s tuated.  [F my recollection serves
me, said Mr. J. the President in his
Veto Message, on what is commonly
called Clay's Land Bill, suggested a
surtender only of the refuse lands to
the Statesin which-they.are situated,
after the most valuable shall have been
disposed of,

Mr. Speaker, T will not do, as the
the gentleman from Hertford has done,
I will ot carry you to the *mountain
tops that kiss the skies,” nor on the
“stormy billows of the angry ocean,™
nor into the *tented fields:” nor will
I conduct you into the “silent and
gloomy abodes of the illustrious dead,”
but I will také you among papers,
parchments, decuments and deeds,

As to the principle contended for in
the first resolutlion, there is no diversi-
ty “of opinion, for it seems to be con-
ceded on all hands, that the General
Government has no riglt to cede the
public lands to the States in which
they are situated.

Butas to the second resolution, 1
contend  that it assumes two positions
which are incorrect. '

In the first place, it asserts that this
Western domain, was ceded to the
General Government, exclusively for
the purpose of extinguishing the public
debt. Argument is unnecessary to

rove the inaccuracy of this_ position.

‘e need only refer to the geeds of
cession  themselvee—they expressly
declare that these lands are ceded for
the benefit of the Unijted States, and
according fo the provisions contained
in the deeds from Virginia, North
Carolina and Georgia, tobe disposed
of or sapproprinted according to the
usnal and respective proportion of each
of the States 1 the general charge and
expenditure.” “The “general charge
and expenditure,” as expounded by
this resolution, would seem to consigt
alone of the public debt, when in truth
it consists of the public debt, the ex-

~penses-aitendantupon the -civil-and-
military. administrations—the mouey
paid the, States, with which these com-
pacts were inade, the monies expend-
edin the purchase of Louisiana and

“Florida, and the extinguishment of the
Indian titles, and the expensesincurred
in preparing this Western domain for

‘Bf- . : 3

The next false position gssumed by
the second resolution, i that Congress

—has a right to distribute the proceeds
arising from the sales of this Western

ny among the States, accopding

to Federal population. Il Congress

have the right st all to make a distri-

~ bution of the proceeds of the public
~ lands among the States, thenm, sir, |

* eontend that in conformity with the

express provisivns confained in the
various deeds of cession, Congress can
only distribute according to the usnal
am{ respective proportion of each of
the States in the *sgeneral charge and
expenditare”—and that to accept

“Federal population® as the standard

for such dillribulinnl. #uuld be an
open and palpable violation of the pro-

't:i'{m cop:uinrd in the deedsprnl'
cession,

If cﬂnﬂt\l have the right to make
any distribution at all ufllaseh proceeds
arising from the public lands, I would
restrict that right te the surplus which
may happen now to be in the National
Treasury, viewing it as a surplus ac-
cidentally and unavoidably created.
F“.l do unequivocally deny both the
Justice and safety of that ition
which assumes that Congress has the
right to create a_surplos expressly for
distribution among the States. 1 think
such amﬂ:a:n is fraught with emi.-

_:&%ldpn!h - Republic ifear]
out, it will ultimately Torm a vor- |

tex in which would be swallowed up all
the institutions of our happy country,

amendment would bring the
'directly before the House,

austion had, by their votes to Tay it on
‘he war |ble, sanclioned the course which he

I think sucha position is covertly had commenced between the evasive | now suggested.

(but not with design) assumed in the and the direct course upon this ques-

[Mr. Caunouy, in explanation, said
Both of the propositions of the | that himsell and his colleague were
once admint in unqualified terms the  resolation he regarded as entirely eva- | absent from the Senate on the vecasion

right of Congress to create and make a|sive. Nothing would satisfy the South |alluded to.]

{ yuu.apen torthwith a road to. consoli-
|dation the next step will be to ab-
stract from the National Treasury mo-

t

vious question, and how gentlemen

neys for the payment of the salaries of| would 'meet it. Lt us, said Mr, W.,,

our State Officers (Governors and

{Judges,). and speedily will the States |
———— | become the stipend aries and pension-|ing as an amendment to the amend-
|ers of the General Government.
[nually will the States, through their|
presentatives in Congress, be scen |
{ kneeling at the shrine of a great cen-’

tral power, supplicating bounty,—
Where then, sir, will be all this boast-
ed Srate rights, State sovereigty, State
independence?  Why, sir, like the
bright exhalations of the evening, fall-
en, never o be seén inoré.  Yes;wir,
unce adopt the principle, and then, in
the language of one of-thegentlemen to

Jahom Tam now respording: you will

“open a fountain [fom Whence streams
of corcuption will flow to the over-
whelming of the Republic.

But, sir, are we certtin that the

| scheme proposed- would - realize to the

| State ici -
crabla CHlG Magisirate fis 8 ihaten imt;_-“;éqm_;il_:m benefits anticipateds—4

I nm inclined to the opin-

{ion, that if you set apart the proceeds

of this Western domain for the pur-
pose of distribution among the States,
its place will have to be supplied, and
it will be supplied by new exactions
from the peaple. Itis a principle in
the theory of Government which defies
contradiction, thatif you lop off or set
apart « distincl and separate source of
revenue, a substitute must be drawn
from the people by some other means,

If you set apart the proceeds of the
public tands for distribution among the
States, from whence are you to obtain
the monies necessary to defray the ex-
penses which must necessarily be in-
curred in preparing these lands for
market, which have heretofore been so
enormous from the origin of the land
system up to 1832, s to leave them
10 arrears to the General Government
more than 11 mnillions of dollars?  T'r
the experiment, and you will find when
you cast up accounts on both sides,
contrasting the expenses of preparing
these lands for market, together with
the expenses of collecting and  dis-
tributing, with-what you will receive,
that you will be losers in the end.
But further, you will throw the land
system entirely upon the Customs for
its support, and make it a perpetual
drain upon the National Treasury;
amdl, in the course of time, the oppr es-
sion npon the National Treasury will
furnish a new pretext for high duties
anel imposts, in order to enable the
Customs to sustain this heavy and per-
petual «rain, by reason of having
thrown the land system entirely upon
them for support, and perhaps there-
by revive questions which have but re-
cently convulsed our Republic from
centre to pole,

I would therefure move to amend
the Resolutions now on your fable, by
striking all out alter the word Resolv-
e, and insert the fullows:

E’l‘his Substitute has alrerdy been
published, ]

Tweniy-Fourith Congress.

Ix Sexare.
Wednesday, Jan. 6

The bill fo aménd the judicial sys-
tem of the United Staves, [aidmg one
to the number of .ll.ldgca of the Su-
preme Court, and altering the judicial
districts, &e..) was read a thind time,
and passed, 37 to one, Mr. Ilill alone
voting, in ‘the negative,

Mr. Hendricks, from the Comniittee
on Roads and Canals, reported a bill
for the completion and continuation of
the  Cumberland - road. - Read, and
ordered to a second reading.

House or Rernesenrarives.

Mvr. Jarvis, of Maine, subiitted thé
tollowing resalution:

_Rﬂ-hm'rt, That, in the opinion of this
House, thie subjeet of the sholition of slavery

in the _Di-tr-ict of Columbia ought not to be
entertained hy Congress, '

Ju_d be it further rese'ved, That uy case any

tition praying the uholition of slavery in the

rict of Columbin be hereufter presented,

it is the deliberate opinion of the House that

the same ought to be laid upon the table With-
out beins referred or printed.

Mr. Jarvis said the resolution was
precisely in the terms of that which
had been suggested by the gentleman
from Georgia, (Mr. Owexs, on a form-
er day. In now offering it, he was
actuated not by common courtesy
alone, but by strong and hearty appro-
bation of the course which it recom-
mended, '

Mr. J. Q. Adams moved that the
resolution be lnid on the table; which
was negatived, 123 tn 66.

Mr. Wise submitted the following
as an amendment to the resolation:

Strike out ull sfter “Resolved,” and insert:
That there is no power of legislation by the
Canstitution to_the Congress of the Upited
States to abolish slavery in the District of Co-
lumbia; und that any attempt by Congress to
legislate upon the subject of the sbolition of
slavery will be not only nnaathorized, but
dumma to the Upion of the States.

—Mr. Wise_said he_would tako the

opportunity to say (hat e hoped thi)

come Lo the mark.

An-| ment:

Rewolved, That any attempt to agitate the
question of slavery in this House is ealeulated
todisturb the cumpromises of the Constitu-
tion, to endanger the Union, and, if persisted
in, to desttoy, by aservile war, the peace and
prosperity of the country.

Mr. Wise said, as there was no con-
flict between the two propositidns, be
would accept the amendment of the

gentleman asa medification of his-own, -

Mr. Glascock wished he said, to of
fer his.amendment as a substitate for

that moved by the gentteman from Vir=

ginia,
After some converealion as toa pioint

of order, betwean the Cuatn and Mr.

Grascoox,

Mr. G, wished, he said, to see how
far gentlemsnwould go v This subjecr.
The resolution of the gentleman met
his approbation as far as they went,
but they were not adequate to the oc-

casion, ‘The time had arrived for as-

certainiug the sense of Congress on this
question; and if the House would not
declare that they had no power over
the sulject of slavery in the District,
he wished to see haw far they would
g0, He looked upon the agitation of
this question as calculated to destroy
the Union. Simply to lay the peti-
tions on the table would not satisfy
the: Sonthsy but -the resolution he-had
offered would, he thought, have a ten-
ilency to quict the apprehensions of
the South, and at the same time meet
the approbation of gentlemen from the
Nnrtll:.

Mr. llalaey hoped, he saul, that
the House would now be permitted to
discuss the merits of the propositions
submitted by his colleague and by the

gentleman from Virginia. He was

proceeding to speak on the subject,
when Mr. Cambreleng suggested that
the hour for the consideration of reso-
lutions had expired, and asked the gen-
tleman {o give way; to which he as-
sented.
' Ix Sewate.

Thursday, Jan. T
The Senale wasengaged the whole day
in discussing, a motion made by Me.
Calhoun, to rejecta petition from Ohio,
praying for the abolition of slavery in
the District of Columbia; and the
question was finally postponed until
Monday. Wehave room only for the
remarks of Mr. Brown and Mr.
Calhoun,

Mr. BROWN felt himself con-
strained, by a sense of duty to the
State from which he came, deeply and
vitally interestedl as she was in every
thing connected with the agitating
question which had unespectedty been
brought inte discussion that morning,
to present, in a few words, his views
as to the proper direction which shoulil
he given to that and all other petitiung
relating to slavery in the District of
Columbia. He felt himself more es-
pecially called on to do se, from the
aspect which the question had assam-
ed, in consequence of the mition of
the gentleman from South Carolina
(M CALmoUs) 1o refise to receive
the petition. He had believed, from

the first time he had reflected on this

subject, and subsequent events had
bat strengthened that conviction, that

+) the most proper disposition of all such

petitions was to lay them on fhe table
without printing.  This course, while
it indicated to the fanatics that Con-
grass will yield no countenaace to their
designs, at the same time marks them
with decided reprobation by a refusal
to print. Bat, in his estimation; anoth-
er reason gave to the motion to lay
them on the table a decided prefer-
ence over any other proceedings by
which they should be met. ‘The pecu-
liar merit of this motion, as applicable
to this question, is, that it precludes
all debate, and would thus prevent
the agitation of a subject in Congress
which all should deprecate as traught
with mischief to every portion of this
lngpy and flourishing Confederacy.
Ir. B. said that honorable gentle-
men who advocated this motion, had
disclaimed “ull intentioh to prodoce
agitation on this question. He did not
pretend to question the s of
their declaration; and while willing to
do every justice to their motives, he
must be allowed to say that no method
could be devised better calculated in
his judgment to produce such a result.
e (Mr. B.) most sincerely believed
that the best interests of the Southern
States would be most consulted
ursuing such a coarse here as woul
mrmonize the feelings of every sec-
tion, amd avoid ing for discussion
s dangerous and delicate a question.
He believed all the Senators wha were
present a few days since, when a pe-

tition of asimilar character had been |sel

- -

culated (o disturb the harmonivus ac-
tion-of the Senate, which had been

extent of the right to petition under
the Constitution. Nor would it be
confined to that question alone, j“dﬁ"
ing from an expression which had Fal-
len from an honorable gsntleman from
Virginia, (Mr. TyrLen,) in the course
of this debate. That gentleman had

negative vote by the Senateas to the
constitutiomal power wf Congress to

Columbia, He. for one, protested,
pulitically speaking, against opening
this Pandora’s box in the halls of Con-
gress,  For all beneficial and practical
purpases, an overwhelming majority
of the members representing the Nor-
thern Stafes were with the 8outh; in
ulppusiltm to any interference with
slavery-in the-District of Columbias, —
If there was & half dozen in both
branches of Congress who did not
stand in entire opposition toany inter-
ference with slavery in this District or
elsewhere, he had yet to learnit. Was
it wise, was it prudent, was it magnan-
imous in gentlemen representing the
Southern States to urge this malter
still further, and say to our Northern
friends in Congress, **Gentlemen, we
all agree in the gener | conclusion that
Congress should not interfere in this
question; but we wish to know your

we wish you to declare by your votes
whether you arrive at this result ?f-
cause you think it unconstitutionallor
not.” 4
Mr. B. said that he would yield to
none in zeal in sustaining and support.
ing, to the extent fo his ability, “what
he believed to be the true interests of
the South; but he should take leave
to say, that when the almost wunite
will of both branches of Congress, for
all_practical purposes, was wigh us,
against all interference on this subject,
he shopld not hazard the peace and
quiet of the country, by going on a

Quixotic expedition, in pursuit of ab-
stract constitutional questions. " He
would not quarrel with gentlemefigo
long as they continued in the determis
nation not to interfere in this question,
even if they did not come to that de.
termination by precisely the same mode

said it alppeured to_him that the true
course of those representing the South
here was to occupy a defensive posi-

not to discuss it, dnd Congress refused
to exert any- legislative authority over
the sub_juct. * When that attempt was
made, if it ever should beé: he shonld

and a period had arrived, which called
for other and more vigorous means ol
sell-defence. ;

Another, and not the least weighty
reason, had operated on his mind in
bringing it to the conglusipn that the
motion to reject the petition was inju-
dicious, 1If successful, nothing would
perhaps, be more agreeable to the fa-
natics, (he thought they shiould be more
properly called fiends in human shape,
who would endeavor to lay waste the
happiness and liberties of this coun-
iry,) than the intelligence that they
had received this mark of notice, and
to them of consequence, from the
Congress of the United States,

Mr. B. said, in his {udgment. that
man was bat little skilled in the pas-
sions of the homan breast, who did not
know that there was no error, however

t, nor any heresy, however abomi.
either in religion or politics,

which n not be aided by the cry
of pers: « however unfounded it
might be in fact. Fanaticism would

the weak and ignorant in their behalf,
Wicked and fs | men had

rt ﬁ.—k" 3 .. a
would cunningly

testili4 vicotion
to avail them-

swith him, equally decisive reason a- have no ob
inst any course calculated to throw ' as he was des

the subject vpen to discussion herc, every Senator should have ample §
was the almost universal manifesta- to deliberate before he was calle
tion at the Nortl, during the past to record his vote; but as the
summer and fail, of that fruternal and of some of the Senators
triotic feeling towards the ®outh, orless inflienced by Uhe course which
which he trusted would continue to he might think rsue

B, resumed  his_remarks, and
preserving wn: relation to-the -

exert its Bappy effecrin
impaired the bunds of the upien of
these States,  He rejoiced at this copld induce b
ment of feeling, not demand which he had wade for
ion the table, without ebjection frum.'oniy because 1t had contributed to re- question oo the reception of the
(any one, and consequently by a nnan-|press the movements of dangerous en- tion, He had ‘made it on full

Mr. Glascock submitted the follow- [imous vote of the Senators present. | emies to the peace and harmony of our beration, and it was impossible
Here, then, was a most er.phatic de-|country, in that quarter, but because it Le could be induced to change his
claration by gentlemen representing had dispelled the insidious misrepre- opinion, He desived the question to
the northern States, as well as those | sentations in regard to the sentiments be put to the' vute; and were there ne
{ from other parts of the Uniou, by this of the great body of the Northern peo- other reason, there is one, to him im-
vote, that they would entertain no at-|ple, which certain presses had, as he perious, why be should not f this
tempt at legislation on the question of | believed, buth in the North dnd the desire—the insolent, the fulse, and
sluvery in the District of Columbia.— | South, must industriously used for the calumnious Imgl:]gv, which the peti. °

N

Why, then, (asked Mr. B.) should we | most sinister purposes. What were the tions hold towa
now adopt a mode of procecding cal-|facts as to the public opinion of the States and every slaveholder in the
North on this subject? But a short Unions Thiy budy (said Mr. C.)
Itimc had passed by since most of the presented to him a tous, an
produced by the former vote?  Why, active temitersof -this-funatical -band, l“g
arid, he would respectfnlly ask of| were contemptible fugitives, in difter-
honorable - gentlemen who press the | ent parts of the North, where they had
Mfotion to - refuse to teteive e petl- | atiewpted fo'exhitit, Trom (he insulted
tion, for what beneficial purpose dm‘flll'd generous indignation of a
they press it? By persisting in such |ic people, who wished to preserve the
a course, it wonld, beyond all doubt |peace of the country and their obliga-
open a wide range ol discusion; it| tions to us as members of the same ron-
would not fail to cult fortly wgreat-de| federacy.— Fhat an-active aud daring
versity of opinion in relation to the|band of these incendiaries egisted,
i none could doubty but that they form-
ed a very small portion of the
miss of Northern people, we not only
had the assurances of public meetin
which had assembled almost through-
out that quaster, attended by the most
respectable and distinguished citizens,
but we had here, but a short time since,
the declarations of many Senators from
the non-slaveholding States, that this
(class of individuals was but smalls and
were countenanced by ne
le portion of those States. —
He had been assured, since his arvival
entlemen representing the
tates, that an ubulition dis-
course could not be delivered among
those whom they represented, withaut |
endangering the safety of the person

whether they shall or
petitions, which basely calumniate the.
mstitutions of eleven of those States,
which —denvance - their- citizens-as-
pirates, Kidnappers, and dealers in
human flesh! “That a single individs
ual from the States thus slandered
shoulil avow a determination to vote

declared his ference for a direct!

emancipate slaves in the District of

Tu wildition to this, he would say,
that the action of the Federn! Govern-
ment through the Post Oilice Depart-
ment was  pratective of the rights of
the South against incendiary publica-
ostmasters to the North
il their duty, as sanction.
ed by the head of that Department,
these enemies of pur Government aml
of the human race were cut off from
dirculating, through that medium, their
firebrands of mischief. Under these
circumstances, was this a time for us
to throw vpen the door to discussion
on this subject, and thus assist in ex-
acerbating feelings which had zlready
been enough excited? He thought it
only necessary to contrast the pro-
of the Scnate on the
to which he had beforg alladed, and
which had been laid on the table, by
the unavimous vote ol the Senators
present, with the
day, to show the

reasons for arriving at this conclusiong

roceedings of to-
ecided wisdom of
taking the same course jn relation to
the present and all similar petitions.
The petition which had been quietly
inurned by the motion o lay on the ta-
ble, had scarcely been thought of or
heard ol since, covsigned, as it had
been, to the insignificance and con
tempt of mortifying neglect and want
What was the fact, in re-
lation to the proposed mode of pro-
ceeding, as to the present
The Senate Wad already found itsell

n-a ddebate, whieh no one
could®resee the direction of, thus
praflucing agitavion, sl dignilying
with undeserved, and no doubt grati-
Muturiety to the fanatics, a mise
rable efusion, whieh, but for this pro--
would have fallen into vbscu-

“of - reasoniug - with--himselfs - Mec -B.T
tion, so long as others were disposed |

r. B.) had nothing te ask-
b, 88 one uf the represen:
outhern State. more than
itled to, under the com-
mister States, and from
that feeling of featernal regard which
“made us the same
Te. however, was disposed
on all other oe-

say the fime for discussion had passed, | from the Noith

for many pur

to act upon this, as v
casions, in that spirit ofy
which our Federal Guve
originated, and without which'it
He would not g
with gentlemen 50 long a3 they touk
decided ground, against ‘any interfer-
question, even il they
should differ as to some abstract ques-
tions in relation to it
most sincerely that the almost univer- p
sal sentiment of the intelligent and re- |
ctable portion of the
intefcrence, either in the
Columbia or elsewhere, on j
In this feeling

not survive, strong thut the fanatical

tat the
North was  strong “‘lglri asing.
ence on this book 3 but that a- g
and one of the

He believed ||ighedumriten d" 0

this delicate subject.

of confidence, he was in favor of ¢

ing to the Uni?n of 'ﬂ.:lr"&l‘_l:i, "1' L
t source ol our ¥s

-y Hlmld':olforl.g-_"'

ment believe that either of the great |

f.ﬂ‘.ll of this

this in. all ages, and he doubted v iy o

seize.on it to.enlist the s thies of

e

3

m te - witl

that

the slaveholding

amazing spectacle,. Here are agsem-

bled the rg
four confederated] States, to deliberate

ot thelfe Coltinio Tnterest and prowjiee= = 3

ty, seriously nliscu-imha question,
| not receive

to receive so base a libel on the State
he represents, as well as the entire
South; was to him truly wendecfuls
and yet wmore wonderfal, if possible,
were the arguments he advanced in
support of his intention. But more
of this in its proper place.

Why (said J;' +) should there be

any hesitation to reject these petitions

i any quarter? ls it from a feeli
of delicacy to the petitioners? Il'w:ﬁ
be the feelings of regard on the part

of the Senators from the non-slaves
holding States towanls these mischie-

vous agitators, what ought to be our
feelings, to behald the entire South,
by w confidencs we have  bren
selected and placed here 10 guard
their interest anid honor, basely vili-
fied in the face of thé world?

Is the hesitation because there are
feeliogs diffused throughout ihe non-
slaveholding States, in relation to 11 @
subject of these petitions. s strong
and so general, that for pelitical rene
sons itis not thought. desirable to dics
turb them? Are the two great par-
ties_who divide thuse States afeaid to
come into conflict with those opinions?
If 80, it is a decided reason why we of
the South should insist on taking the
question. It is important to our cun-
stituents that the fact should be known,
He (said Mr. C,) wished tu be per-
lectly explicit on & puint where our
interest is sp deeply concerned, - He,
with others, felt as ought to be felt,
for the open, manly, sml  deenled -
course of a large portion of our Nurthe
ern brethren during the last summer,
against the erimmal counduct of the
fanatics; but he feared it has net
checked the disease. He feared the -
true reason why there “should be the
least hesitation in rejecting these vile
and libellous attacks wn nearly half of
the members of this Union was, that
both parties are alraill to incur . the
displeasure ofa party so strong us the
incendiaries. He ‘could not doabt

but all who heard him reprobated the
language of these petitions; and with
such feelings he eould not discover L.
Ay orher reson Tt W EEn platate

ble, but the on¢ he e,
There were other reusons which ine
duced him to Fear the mutive 10 which %

he referred was the troe one. He

had received a few days since & print.
ed copy of a protest, signed by Arthur
Tappan and several of his associates,
remonstraling ‘against - the langunge
used in_ the . Presijontls -
against the famaties, in  which it
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