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SPEECH OF M. BELL.
CONTINUED,

Here, sir, 1 should close my re-
marks, but I have promised that, be-
fore Isit down, I would give some ex-
planativn of the grounds and principles
wpon which those with whom [ act in
this House, and out of it, have taken
theip course in velation to the succes-
sion. | am also too deeply persund-
eil that the ¢risis dem:m:]s the fullest
develupment in-the power of any-and
[ every one fo give.ol the dangers wiich
atpresenthesetus. v < -
~If ever there.was a time in thé Lis-
'!ur_y of this. eountry which called—
unperiously called—for the discussion
and-serthement in-this"plice, "in this.
LEall of the n.rpl'vtr'nmli\rrs of the ua-
tion, ofgreat and fundameutal prine
CiT‘H' principlrn intimately and indis=
solubly connected with the liberties
and happiness of this people, the  sta-
bility and successful action ul'_ oul
bappy systewnn of government, it is a
the present juncture. Precedents and
doctrines are being establisheds and
ingmfle-l. not only in the public ad-
ministration of the Governinent, but
in the minds of the peaple——upon pub-
lic senfiment, subyersive, in my judg-
wient, of thefirgt wod ~most —chenshed
principles of our Guverument; = pre-
cedents and doetrines destructive of
all the securities pruvided in the con,
stitution for the preservation of a free
representative  Governmenty - prece-
dents and Jdocirines at war with all
thut has heretolore. been regarded as
tendamental and ‘organic in the very

existanceol a free Government,

It is natouly conavlidntion which is
menaced, but"a ‘consulidation  which
ought to. be wlpail_j' vlipus to the
Federzl and- the Republican, a consoli
dution of the most offensive and revolt.
ing nature to the fedlings aod jud;f-
ment of every (reeman, whoisnetal-
ready become callous 1o every senii-
pnt associated with the name ol a re,
) - libesty ; who -is not already

the chey peollectivng

paring hopes

—
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the pov iy 2
eral head, but in st

National Government—in the Execu-

) > M: -l n hu -‘ 1
é’fﬂﬁtrﬁm’;mﬁmhlgﬁ. The l&:%
Houses of that body are to be controll-
edl by the same means, by the use of
the same party machinery, that make
and control the President himselfl—
A political joint stock company, act-
ing. through the President as their
agent, is intended to rule the  whole;
and rule it will, until some fulure
President, more ambitious than the
past, shall a;rplf the whole capital of
the company, of which he is only the
trustee, to his own use, and spurn
from his favor the disciplined corps
which brought him into power, as hav-
ing no more right torule jointly with

Gpos e fs 4 Mieet

thus drops the curtain, forever, upon
what miy afterwards be denominated
the favce of American liberty!

Buat there in a point of delicacy
which I miast notice before | proceed
farther with ' this bragch of my re
marks. 1 shall be forced toepeak
feeely of the course of the President
submit, I koow that a sort of morbia
Sénsibility in relation 1o

ing which may ba construed
into an attack

u
| the natural fu_"u:ﬂv

wesident, is
of Re-

-,

I W

hda- | gor constitutional powers, though we

= A

*| thereby sanction, in advance, und en-

Laniba dans gears, af, bis terwof Ser..

3

This _disposition to intolerance is
Fl‘elllj _increased. . when.a Presidént,
tke the present one, is not only sup-
irted  by'a large majority in this
louse, but is, besides, a great popu-
fur favorite: Yet, it is precisely at
such a period that free and rigid in-
quiry and investigation are of the great-
est importance to the public interest.
[t is at such a time only that Congress
can show itself to be the true, and fear-
less, and-faithfal gunrdinn of the pub-|
lic_ liberty..  During - an-— unpopular
administration, neither courage, nor
industry, nor zeal is wanting to exe-
cute the task of inquiry into Executive
conduct orabuses. All are ready to
discharge a duty which is popular, and
:in which there is no peri“ But it is
[ the duty of this House, uoder all ad-
ministrations, whether * popular or
otherwise, to lend a ready ear to dis-
. cussions and investigations which re-
[ late to Executive conduct, power, and
influence. _
= Bat, sir, I am not cerfainif an.opin.
ton 1% "ot “becoming prevalent,  tor,

that the President is in no way re-
spoensible to-this— Hoirse for any thing
he may dop that he is an _independent.
e0-ordinnte department of the Govern-
ment, who is responsible to” “his con-
tituents” —to the people; and that we
have only to attend to our ordinary
duties as members of the legislative
branch of the Governmeni; and to
take cure to be able to_ mnswer to the
peaple for uur own conduct, without
undertukingde question the  propricty
| ol what the Pregident hos done; vrmay
do. 1 say T'am not suce ifsucha sen-
timentis not becoming common in
the country; and [ almost blush to
think that such:a_feeling is not alto-
gether unknown in this House. ™ Sir,
it is a'great mistake,  and may be the
source o many_ errors and of great
mischief to the country. The gxe-
cutive chief of the ‘Government is re-
sponsibile, not only. o his constifuents,
the Prople, but he is responsible to
this House; and - this is a part of the
theary of this Government  whieh
should never be lost sight of. . It is
trae that the idea, which has grown up
of late, of the tofal independence of
the President on -this House, has be-
come s» common, that 1T am net cer-
tain il the bare suggestion of the con-
stitutional duties amdi powers of this
House will not excite surprise, and
starile the more devoted friends of the
President. But it isfit that we should
not lose all recollection of our powers
and privi It will have some

good effect to make continual chaim to

not ihink proper to exercise them,
iithen take leave to repeat, that
gesident is responsible to this

S the ohly way that he could
Sithout depriving him of
Angependence as  the
B department of the
ihat is, by impeach-
President may

il Y
P

'

_ - Lol holy groond hat - upen
IR proper reflection and-mquiry, [about 10 tread, and Ut the shoes

thank-Ged,-is-not-a partsof-wry-supers

Ftration.

0. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15,

fere with the freedom of (he elective
leanchise.. - 1f-he-whose —duty it is 't
watch over and control the conduact of
all subordinate officers in this respect,
shall himself set the example of inter-
ference; it he shall lead the way, and
become the firgt in zeal and activity,
as he is first in authority and rank, in
carrying the election of afaverite can-
didate for the succession, it will be in
vain that we discuss; it will be in vain
that we Shif “devise Togil™ restrainia
upon the conduct of subordinate of-
ficers. If the Executive head of the
Government may properly interfere in
elections, it is decisive of the whale
question; and whatever we may do,
whatever we may enact, will not be
worth the parchment upon which our
proceedings are l‘l'cﬂrdrll I am aware
that I am treading upon delicate
ground in ventaring to spesk at all of
the President, in connexion with this
subject. T know that there are many
in this country, and for aught I knew
in this House, whe regarded as- a-son
~whielnl am

should be put from_ off our fect before
we-dare to intrinde upon ity but this;

stition. T am aware, ul he same, ime,
of the difficulty of wy position in
speahingas I shall have occasion to
do of the present Chief Magistrate,—
It requires some power of discrimina-

g, 16 [wo testances, brenof 5o strik-

te

anil ‘Tennessern,
ed with the case of the Tennessce Le-

CAROLINA GAARGER,

ing the most viroleut
+y attacks upoi the character and con~
duct of particular candidates! Another
mode was, by writing letters under his
own signatare, toy various individeals,
<n which candidates to the
election of Mr., Van Buoren were de-
nounced, and the matives of their con-
duct impugned. These letters were,
in general, indastriously circulated,
and, asit wag understood and believed,
withoul incurring the ceaswre -of the
President. Inoue case, such a letter
was wriften to an officer or agent in
the service of the Government, and by
him Ireely communicated. In avother
instance, such a letter was actuall
and frequent!y*read from the hustings
by a candivate for Congress, to lar

assemblies of the people,  Of all these
(acty the proofs are now in wy posses-
sion, or in the knowledge of members
of this House; and they will be pro-
duced, if any gentleman upon this fooe
shalt-question” any part o my state-
wenk o But- the interference of heé
President in' the vIREGiow of 8 sdeoessur

ing.and peculiar a pature as to demand
i separafe iiotice. [ allade. to.his at-
wpt-to infleence the weton of thy L
gislatures of the States of Alubawa
Of the lacis counect

gislature, I can speak with confidence.

and inflapmate.

y [the influence of the ﬁ'«llmz‘ Mr.
Gru ¥ Nr. Polk. anl Hl‘« J Iml

bl ganctivned the practice.
ecutive inteference

macs pretext; and - that the editor of
Mrprhdd'unmh mesEl
what will be said by these who
that a sufficient reason for the ]
dent’s avowal of his preference

Van Buren, to a parageaph 'ng i
democracy

ATENe _—
ey s

peared in the New H:

the standard organ of the

the East, before _thbTGa_iuh_

-lll"w Ly ‘- l*‘ -
imtim r%.pem -1 udge
Wiite, the editor of that paper affirm- {

ed that **he (Judge White) cannot re
ceive the vote of Tennessee; for even
there lie must contend, at odds, against

and the genuine democracy of that tra-
ly democratic State.” Here we flad
in one of the leading journals of the
party, not only a clear sanction uf the
practice of interference, but an epen
avowal of actual interference.  Butit_ .
;' preposterous (o consume time. in. st~
empling (0. prave a8 |
wbil;’_' B Rl Wiorvis
Fnu‘ig 'ﬁ'avu_vjl\:remn in the twenty-
vur_States. ¥ nkbuﬁ—ur---- =
in saying that & wa oritE of this House

ce of the Ex-
this new

mnent in the activn of this Go!m; :

It is true that this sactiou has not been
given in express terms. 1t is for that

»

B e
-
.

Itis due to the Prédident to say that

(ion, not ordinarily possessed, to dis
crimiuate  between the support of s
President and  his  administration, so
far a8 regards measares properly of an

he practised o disguise in his inter-|
ference with the Tenuessee lag‘a-h-l
ture,  Leetters addressed to several in-
dividual members left no doubt of his

sdministrative nature, and the mea-
sureg and conduct of thie same admin: |
istration in regard to sohjects and ub- |
jects not in an

with official duty.

g the
still to

Gountry.
standing upon  the same ground,and
that Tam this day’

principles which;{

what I conceive o be my duty,

that I seek to overthrow his adminis.
I am too well convineed of

gl by i %
il sacred

him (or adequate
o say that—the-
Jaght to be im-
Bave this House
Enowledge of ils
by -come; in the
Bmment, when a
ibse 1o be given
"'.' it-and pﬁ“‘ﬂ‘
fthe Executive, in-
ndependent ouly of

——

clually it and
fo the bargaif, y the
i did not mean cause

. Peaple, by their voice, may ele-
18’ a man to the Presidency, they do

£y} <

gage 1o sabmit-to, all thathe” may do
vice. "On the contrary, it su '8
that a President, thus ’chmm,rp:::}
abuse his powers, and deserve to be
removed from office; and . the duty of
supervising his conduct is given to
this House, Yep, sir, we are the con-
stitutional supervisors and overseers
of the ~onduct of the Executive.
Having made these preliminary re-
marks, I proceed to the subject]l am
most desirous to bring to the notice of
Congress and of the country, Tallude
to the mt:ject of Executive and offi-
cial interference inelections, and the
consequent abuse of Executive patron-
age. [ regard this as the subject of
uil others demanding the greatest at-
tention and scrutiny at the present
juncture. It s tho late to aitempt
any remedy by legal emactments af ]
the preseat session of C 8 but
it is nnt too late to invoke the atten-
tion of the country to the existence of
the evil, and consequences which must
grow out of the toleration of it. We
can prepare the public mind for future |
action upon this subject, il we can do
nomere. I shall p at once to
speak of the course of the highest ofi- |
cerin the Goverament, in connexion
with this subject—of the President—

and whose duty it is; under the con- | w

was the least . dan

necessary  vesult of his powil
not of any purpese of mine.
sir,Ido ot mean to relinguish my fmunities have been brought 10 acquiesce 1ory of the covntey.
privilege, my right, and my duty (o |in, and even to spplavd the course of | I must fquote the
the country, in opposiog the _election |the Executive in this respect,
:I'any midn of party to power, because | the power and influence of a
08 § \
contrived it, that every indi
buke of his or their principles apd
conduct must have sowme reference to

be
officers. 1T use the term properly ad-

visedlys for the question now is, not
whether the President has interfered,

his great popularity and influence to

My attack, (if whatl shall sa

For one, {1

nt re- v
1
]

thay» sbai by

course of a great popular favurite,
I have said that if the President may
operly interfere in elections, it wifl
of no use tn'ir_uvida a remedy a
inst the intef&®nce of subordinate,

t

1

]

=g

stitution, to supervise their
and ohento I ”ﬂigm the_oor
] tu;dut.-: official : 4

o W«'r.

manner connected [dent upon packages containing matter
I Rave supported jof the most vielent and exceptivnable
General Jackson’s administration in [ kind, were precured by some grtfal
most of its .prominent amd leading | partisan of the ¥ice President, without
measures, as I have demonstrated dur- jthe privity of the President to the ex
l‘:ruenl. session, and I expect|tent or character of the matter circu-
o so; but T have opposed, and {lated under them; but to dissipate all
[ expectio continue to oppuse, a cer-|doubt upon this puint, of the three|as litte doubt that he has arrived at:
tain scheme of policy of his, in rela- [hundred newspapers transmitted to] conclusion upon free snd full ad
tion to the succession to the presiden- [ Nushville last fall, addressed to the| meot with his leading friends,
cy, in nowise constitufing & part of jmembers of the Leg
his official duties. But for this op- [President’s frank, the entire address| much in the fice of da y (o doubt his
position I have been constantly assml- lor superseription of one hundred wasfown apinion of his ri‘h(f
ed in this House fer having . changed [in the well L
my party and my politics; and for the | Pregident,
same reason the cry of anti Jackson- [taited miatter having a direct bearing | among the Peopl
isin_is caised against me oul of (his | upeneach question of importance, ex-|
House, by every unprincipled partisan | pected to comd before the Legislature
and partisan _press  throughout the |of that State, connccted with national
But while,I.am conscious of { politics,

supporting thesumeoffut s, which are iadeniable.
avowed and scted {it 6 be andefstood that, unless these sion, and &l
upon from the first moment L had the [circumstances, with others of a similar | direct interfere
honour of & seat in this House, neither|natuve, whith Wi o
ignorance nor prejudice on  the one[smount (o an inte et
hand, nor artifiee nor falsehvod - on | I make no such charge against-the Pre- {1t is 8o, [bis ot the prese
the other, shall deter me from doing |sident.

no one say, then, that in what I am |thing as Executive interference.
about to advance upon this subject I[sir this is direct interference.
am attacking General Jackson, or that jopen, and above disguise; and the | precedent
[ mean to make an issue with him, or question to be hereafler decided is, | must to be dreaded, and this tee
tenfold force and m ;
great aud lauded name and
_ ol him that makes it.  Itis the
suppose that any such attempt would [esty of their opinions,) whe, withuat |im
succeed, ICT were disposed 1o make [dis
it.
shall be beld in the light of an atfac
at"ill ) will be wpon fhat parly and [dos that he may and ought to interfere | con
those party leaders-who have pushed [in elettions, whenever lie shall think
him far in advance upon this subject, | that the interest of ithe country will
and npon every . occasion vhen there {ve- promoted by hiv interference It}
gers The blows [was from individuals enly that the
which [ shall deal will be aimed dnd feourseof the President received any
dealtupon themy and if he shall feel |countenance, The mass even o lu’lfhrinstohu
the force of any of them, it will be the | warmest personal fiiends at fiest soughs thuritiesof thy p
ion, and e evade the question—to deny or pal- names of the -

his course, is now hailed and  defenl-
vd by

majority ol it, has

say

direct, immed;
interference. Bir, 1 be
| fer to one e two circumstances

infention ur ohjeet. Some of the Pre-
sident’s [riends in Tennessoe supposed
that the numercus franks of the Presi-

|

gislatare, under the

vown handwriting of the !
Thore newspaprrs con-|

I have thus givena plain statement |
T wish |

ght be referred to,
rieregoein eleciions,

whether it is allowable and proper. |/
have met with some respeciable lu-r-lt
sons, (1 mean respectable for the hon.

(1)

l

iate the facts, But now, whole cowm- i

y pépular |
el A lsat wbioh o foww: -geane g
vould have steuck the whole commun
y “with amazement, and causcd the

nost unscropulous partisan to lalter in

thousands. Buet, what is wore
o the point, this Hovse, or a large
ven its sanction to
hese practices. fee! authorized to
this, from the circumstguce that
he main facts establishing the direct
nterference of the President in the e-

and objects, direct and in-
and remote,

with-be to-carry su appes
ple for-their reconsi
"judication,

i,gneul apinivn of hi-' ‘

lovk to. It is the

puting the facts, contend that the aud in the
l"rui_dellt has vot done any thing which ' puwer, that
e might not rightfully and properly | they seé, the
i'ﬁy which thi

to
a0 o €11 it detiir
to-prevent u
der_ it

Such is | pinon agsiost Himeel. ™

i [ tive inicremf’_"
is now, when in favoy
[ have no doubts  Withe
iuf upon the time of the ga
relerr

cohtent mysell, u e B
cytent il i the P
ed by the President upoa ol
his first inaugucal address, 8
u'l;;hlt his opinion then w
a :

| \,'&“‘"u &

v

reason that [ am the more anxious tu o

Yﬂ‘“ the subjert; for, il ever Uhis
fouse, upon-a full view of tie ques-
tion, and upon due deliberatinn, shall
give \lg express sanction to "FW' -
tice, ulmpr." that remaing for - the
frieuds of the Constitution and of the
future liberties of the country to do,

m
mriuu":

That the President, upon ill‘ P
uicl;r::lian. balieus‘hl:m he has a right,
and that it is his duty-to intefere,
he has done, I have nz doubt, 1.k

Ie he
taken his ground ton broadly, -J:-.

u this respect.

The strongest and “most elfective are

gument which T have heard Ul\:,,lod

u ed ; ll: Mm iy s
COuTHE pursue the !

that it i;r he, the honest and’ i
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