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SPEECM OF MR, BELL.
CONCLUMER,

But a woril or two upon the subject a people said tobe the most enlighten-
of the alleged venality and corruption ed in the world, which should never be
Hew dare any man surpassed, the party which thus gets

whn is a friend to the constitution— up one humbug after another, & which
whao is sincerely an advocate of a free scarcely allows one to pass away until
rcpran-.nln.[ive government; with what it has another still more absurd tread-
consistency, I say, can such a man af- ing upon its heels; making the People
firm and proclaim to the world, thatthe the dupes of a series of state tricks
membiers of this House, elected in pur--and impositions of the grossest char-at one time, in the
suance of the laws and constitution acler, assume in-their public addresses [ernments as free as our owi, and for &
and the representatives of a clear ma- and Jourpals, that they are the only [long period filling the world with the
T : o3| fame of their triu - inarts and in

\'inble to beinfluenced by corrupland the only orthodox believers in” their [arms, yet fell from their high estate by
venal considerations, than the mem- perfect competenc
bers of such a motley assembly as that| ment; and they allege that they are
which lately sat at Baltimore:

of this House.
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members of this

a contest upon

sentatives.

bribe

even supposin
com

ment.
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vest estates for

. willions per anaum, e
and never to be reimbursed. 1T, sir,
I repeat. the members®of this House
and corru

be corru

sentatives of the Peop
satds have been made to believe, and
the next election should devolve upon
them, there needs no ghost rise from
the grave to tell us who "will be elect-
ed! Why, sir, the forty deposite or
pet banks or rather Government banks,
will ba more than an over-match for
the United States Bank in the work of
bribery and corruption, and the vast

patronage of the

made available
has the favor
ment u’h"
ndpuu'ual'-r
or even
-'::‘mldbonf

know
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, three dollars perannum—one
'b:‘ill::::::::n- Sabseribersin other Staier

eannotbe allowed toremainin svrearslonper

Grity of the American People,

Could not bribes |
be given and received with as much fa-
cility there as here? Were the mem-
bers of that assembly less needy or
more indifferent to office, than the
House?
why should the party of the Baltimore
nominee fear an election by this House,
if-it-is-really believed to _be so easily
won from its duty, by the corrupting
influence either of money or of officer
Sir, it is all the merest preteace aml
impostare that was ever attempted to
wislead the people: Tha
equal groands, and
without the aid of false pretences, both
before the people and this House. The
free and unbiassed choice of the peo-
ple is not less dreaded, than tire integ-
rity of an American House of Repre-
Sir, il this House is to be
swayed in an election by bribery and
currnptinn. tloes not every one know,
thatin the means of corruption and
y there is one candidate for the

Presidency. rich beyon'| the possibili-
"ty of rivalship or compefition, The

gold of the United States Bank is con-

stantly held up Lefore the people as the

dreaded source of the correption -of

members of Congress,
~ that that institution could affor

willions for the sake of a recharter, —

Suppose, sir, that the directors of that

fnstitation were profligate enough to

Jend, and the members of this House
wawere base envugh to borrow its entire
“capital, as the wages of their corrup-

tion, the Bank wouald be but an hum-

ble competiter in the market of this

House fur votes, in a conflict with the

Government, backed by a capital of

thirty millions per anpum!
that this [Mouse was
of the vile and unprincipled
wretches which it has been represent.
ed to be, and the Bank of the United
States were to enter the market with
its whole resources of eapital and cre-
dit, it could pot maintaio a competi-
tion with the Government for one mo-
The Government may distrib-
ute its bribes in the disguise of re-
wards for public services, and so avoid
to the consciences ol the
honest patriots of the House. The
bribes which the Government can ofter,
are also solid and lasting.

id generally supposed to administer its
@E’mﬂu of loars, upen secu-
' .tlw.g:m?wer must repay
o b

surplus of means in the hands
of the Government candidate. Let it
be remembered. that it is not the rev-
enue of a single year which
by the candidate
_ of the Execati
revenues and patronage of the Govern.

o Sy

— e

the character of the House of -
“semtatives for honor;-integri '
dependence. 1 call upon them to say,
further, whether there has not been a
labored and systematic attempt to dis-
parage and degrade the National Le-
gislature in order to accomplish mere
4 . advance.. Fll't!'!ﬂd'!:' . I
Afeen lines, | - Pyt, sir, - (he . crowning humbug of
all is to be noticed yet, As if deter-
|mined to give an example of impu-
dence and absurdity which might, un-
| der favorable auspices, prove success-
| ful in practising upon the credulity of

sresident without this

are pare . champions of the righty.of the-pe

Were ! warrin

tionable, that I feel canstrained to no-
tice it upon this occasion. It is, that
the people have approved every thing
that has been said or done. It is one
of the most fallacious and insidious
doctrines that can’ be started in a frce
government,  The idea that the peo-
ple can never do or sanction any
wrong. | believe may be regarded as
one- of the dogmas of the dominant
party, or rather one of their professed
principles. Thus, sir, if Gen. Jack-
son is arraigned for the doctrines of
his veto message upon the Maysville
road bill, the answer is, that the peo.
ple, by his re-election, have sanctioned
his course upon this subject. [If he is
charged with the avowal of dangerous
doctrines in his celebrated. proclamati-
on, the charge is answered by averring
that the people have approved them. If
it is alleged that he abused his powers
under the constitution and laws in the

But, sir,

it party dreads

defended by showing that the people
have applauded 2nd sustained what he
has done. 11 the President shall open-
Ay-interfere in elections, and attempt
to secure the election of a favorite for
his successer, the cry will still be,
that, by returning a majority of the
members of this House favorable to
his wishes upon this point, the people
have stamped his interference with
their approbation. Thus, whether the
question be one of constitutional pow-
er, or ol mere expediency—whether it

It is supposed
a few

—it is all ane, while the people ap-
plaud and sanction; the argument is,
that all is right, and it is anti-republi-
cas fo raise objections. This is a
most_flagrant error, and if sustained
by general acquiescence, it must prove
fatal to the coustitution, Why, sir, if
the people can never err, why have a
constitution—why place any restric- |
tions upon the action of Congress,.or
of “the Executive—why not Teave both
to be governed by the will of the peo.
ple, as expressed at their elections and
through their representatives—the Pre-
sident and the Executive department
and the members of Congress in the
Legislative department?  If whatever
the people may, at any time, do or ap-
prove, must be right, and cannot
questioned, then I say the constitution
isan idle piece of state mummery—a
mockery! , :
Sir, it is because it was known by
framers of the c:nnit}:: tion that the
People . that the representa-
tives of M'-?J 3 & wishl:u would
often err, it lelt free to devas the
thought proper—it is for this vo’ix en~
son that the People may err, that a
constitution or fundamental faw was
invented, and is accounted of infinite
value. 1t is for this reason, that it is
considered the glory of the last century
and of the American States to have re-
conciled the idea of a free government
with perfect security to the rights both
of person and property,against the ca-
pricious impulses, sudden excitements,
and ices of the People, by the
invention of that great improvement in
vernment, a vg::n constitution, —
be | Those who hold the doctrine that the
People cannot err, are foes to alf con-
The |atitutional Governments. Sir, so far
is it from m true thet the People
cannot err, that, from the foundat
of the world the most enlightened Peo-
ple that have existed in the different

, are admitted b i
z."‘:be:;:r itted by all histo-

archists to have erred—erred
ly for the liberties and '

Yes, sir,
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Goverament can

ible repre-
le, which thou-

ernment will be
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ve. -

I reaffirm that,
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_ day, the e have erred.  The

more Convention, at the sacrifice of

M-

ness,

would

are oft

ed.

before

Ever
hea

in the

serve

ofs miy be found in holy writ; and

.

a!r-:;dlbat a whole L
ous and happy People, may not err,—
We are hofﬁa m”ﬂ':lum l’;ut a whale 1e gener
Peuple, with the clearest light to guide | the eajoyineat of stores ilrendy sceu=
their passions wulated, are deafl to the warnings
and wisled' by the arts of pretended patriotism. But there is another truth
prophets and ambitions knaves, have connected with this subject, which

deserted the worship ot mr t to be noticed. There is no well

them,

repeated

living God, and given themselves over
to the adoration of idols.. This same|does not know that a temporary condi-
People, not content with the simple
Guvern[me?t of the law under the aus.
ices of which they passed the perils
gl' forty years tnjuilru in the mplfler-; namerable might be drawn from histe-
Eouesuiun of a Iamlir,?- ‘
and honey, would eral happiness among the «people f
insist upon a change of Government. [ Athens. and of Attica, in ancient
They then conceived a fancy fora
eroment of Judges; and finally

flowing with mil

The

Emperor,

but seduced by

and took

have a King! The enli

joyment of

for self-govern-|the errors of the People,
The people of republican Rome err-
against a party which enter-|ed, when they deserted the standard of
they more fionest than the members of | tains doubts upon this question! [F|the republican leaders and went over
this House2 . _Had they more elevation this is not entitled to become a premi- |in crowds to shout in the train of Cae-
nf-character? ~Were they more clear-  um-specimen of impudence and absur-{sar:
Iy and decidedly the representatives of ity, I can conceive of nothing that |when they set aside the honest men of
the fn;'el‘i‘ngs, i?tei}iﬁeniﬁ gn(ll' :-inci;-, u;:nuhl. I have done, sir, with this part | their party, and mistook that hypocrite

les of the proplie of the United States? | uf my subject.
Were t!w.\rplnl:s given to inlrigue?—I Sy,
Could not offices be promised to mem- cation, Mr, Chairman, which [ have of-
bers of that body as well as to mem-| ten heard urged forall thathasbeen done | of republican France, erred, first in vo-
by the party, in the course of the pre- |ting Napoleon to bé consul for life, and
sent administration, which is-se ebjec-|afterwards in voting that he should be
It is not true, then that the
people cannot err; but itis true, that
those who in every age have been most
forward and zealous in flattering the
people with the idea that they cannot
err, hive been the first to take -advan-
tage of their errors, and to betray their
liberties. - But-though the people may,
and often do ere—though thti'_y

and tyrant, Cromwel, for a republican|
Thereis one apology,or rather justifi- | patriot and statesman.. The

en led astray by false friend

false pretences, yet our happiness amd
our gecurily consists in the Tarther
truth, that the great bady of the people,
especially of an agricultural people, are
honest; and as long as the forms of a
free government are permitted to re-
main, and the power of the ballot-box
is not superseded by the power of the
sword, they may be recalled from their
errors~—the artifices of the impostors
who have misled them may be unveil-
‘T'iis is the true basis of the value
of a free representative government. [t
removal of the public deposites, he isgpever was founded upon (he idea that
the people cannot err. - The people
sometimes do erry, but the moment they
are made sensible of their error, they
do not hesitate to retrace their steps.
This will be our hope in much worse
times than these. Iam not certain that
things will not have to grow worse in
this country than they are even now,
But let us
hear no more of the argument that, be-
cause the people have elected any man
President and sent a najority of the
members of this house to support him,
be an abuse or a usurpation of power |all is right. Thank God, this is no cer-
tain test, either of rght, of truth, or of
patriotism,
There is-another argament, or rath-
er a gross erroc. prevalent, upon this
subject.
it said that the country is unusually
prosperous and flourishing, in all the
departments of industry, agriculture,
commerce and manufactures; that the
revenues exceeds the wants of
menty and what is more than &ll, the
national character abroad was never so
réspectable, or more respected; and it
1s asked, how can thése circumstances,
s0 giatifying to the pride of every Ame.
rican heart, exist under an administra-
tion, the principles and practices of
which are alleged to be so much at war
with the public welfare and Jiberties.
member present has no doubt
the prosperous condition of this |
country repeatedly appealed to; in or-
der to give a color of prejudice and un-
truth to the charge of vicious practices
It is as surpri-
sing as it must be mortifying to the
ide of those who regard the people of
the United States as the most enlight-
ed in the world, to observe with how
large & proportion of them the fact ol
the general prosperity is a sufficient an-
swer to all that.can be said, and all
that can be proved
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-of - England-erred;

‘;)eople of
France, of free and regenerated France,

may @l

inst the princi-
‘t:‘ﬂﬁmt par-
ty. Yet who is there thatis really en-
lightened, and well informed in the
nature and history of government, who
does not know that great and
prosperity, in arts, n trade
arms, so far from being inconsistent
with a corrm‘aml unpriacipled agdmi-
e
t L]
take their
that the seeds of future misrule, of cor-
ruption, and a vicious action of the go-|
vernment are most widely sown;
then it is that that
fulness of the over the conduct

of those in power, 80 necessary to

oy

and watch-

they |
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of liberty, that American

The
employed in profting

:l. industrious!
y rvest, or st in

- the general

of

informed wan in (he colntry, who'

tion of prosperity and general happi-
ness among the people, may exist nnﬁr
a government of any form.  Proofs in-

At no period was there more gen-

Greece, and a state of more general
prosperity, both in agricultural and

tened commercial pursuits, than under the
People of the States of ancient Greece, | $Way of one man; nor was there éver a
skilled in the knowledgé of govern-
ment in all its forms,; and most of them,

public administration gt the affairs of a
state more satisfaciory to the people
generally, than the administration of

'that man; et cotemporary snd sll sub-.

sequent historians have denounced Pi-
sistratus a tyrnt—thatia, g man whose
will was supreme. The reign of the fa-
mily of the Medici in Florence may be
cited as an instance of the same kind,
and both perfectly applicable, for in
both instances all the forms of a free
vernment were strictly observed.
ne of the most learned and accom-

Klished nistorians of any age, (Gibbor,)

as said, that if he were required to
point to the period in the history of the
world at which the greatest degree of
human happiness was enjoyed by the
greatest number of the haman race, he
would designate the reign of three suec-
cessive emperors of Rome, who hap-
pened to be equally distinguished for
their talents and their virtues. When
was England more prosperous-as a na-
tion—when her name and her might
more respectable or actually more re-
Tﬂ:leﬁl and feared all over Europe,
than under the administration of Crom-
well? Yet even a British House of
Commons disdained -to be his supple
tools in the execution of all his
and wishes, and for that reason,
natly kicked them all ontof theirseats,
and ruled with absolute sway. All
this was done in the name of liberty
and of the commonwealth. Again, sir,
in what period of the history of France,
were the French people more generally
prosperous, and when was Franee more
terrible to her enemies, or more potent
in the protection of her own interests,
than under the administration of Na-
poleon. But it is useless to multiply
examples. [ have said enough to de-
monstrate that it is nv argument fo say
that because there is a season of gene-
ral prosperity, there is nothing rotten
or dangerous in the principles and
practices of the party which now gov-
erns this country.
e e e s,
LETTER OF MR. PEYTON.
In reply to an invitalign to a public dinner st
Guinesborough, Let'no man omit to read it
Bramon Came, near Gallatin,
Soptember 1 3th, 1826, }
Gentlemen—1 had the honor to re-
liteness, on yes-
terday, the proceedings of a public

hes-| 2

ment, is boldly in the ficld, and openly

electioneering for Mr. Van Buren:

“that all the power and pa of the
broaght in

e freedom of elections:” that in this
trying summer of *36, which will ap-
pear in history so unlike our glorivus
summer of '76, the Presideat. in per-

sren carrying the war into the very
heart of the States, and throwing him-
self between the people and the ballot-
box. Asfor Tennessee, she has been
considered in a state of open rebellion,
Letter after lettgr had bzen writteng

roclamation after prociamation had
I:un sent on without effect. What
was to be done? That was no secret
at Washington; the President himself
was not like some of the Florida com-
manders to go into summer quarters,
but to make a summer campaige, and
redace. her o -subjection. . Yes, the
lines were tobe clearly drawn, the
WT* of Tennessee were to be
wld, you cannol amd shall wot” 6¢ 'm:

Bur«n.

ot with

%on, every thing ¢lse having feiled, hax| 0s Kendall, Reobon Whits— =
assumed the command, and at the|ney, or Francis P." Blair, will stand >
head of his™ oMETal regultars; muy be fagsi of- —

nly . N
; l . I L l e ' 33 l !-l Il""—'-' 2
friends unless “you support Mr:. Van|*ex

table, which : me correct|
mn!ynntlnifu :tﬂl. m:’i it
% :

considerable length in its —
What safety is there for a ser-
vaut, 'blt, i m;:

support an Adlministraion,

when the denunciations of the Prosi-
dent, like a seventy-four pounder, can
be bruught to bear with poin/ blimk
shot :H:. thuse wha support the meas-
ures of his administration? Hissalety is
where it should be fosnd—in the vir-
tue, intelligence and independence of
his consitutuents. It is to be found in

such warm hearts amnd » arms as

now, and [ trust will ever, the

liberties of this country.-Bat, gentle- e

men, these parasites have not . -

:::ed the feelings of the sident, ; ;
“puisoned hhlﬁﬁmzwﬁt..l_. e

who cannot, who will not su Me, i

Van Buren; bat =

—doctrines upon which he went into

=1

Gentlemen, T would again and lp_;ainl
call on_you and my fjlow citizens
generally, to look this issue, so cruelly

Aorced upon us, full in the face. - Was .

any man born - to think for..this State, .
or this nation?

voice of inspiration announced his com-
ing? In what clause of the constitu-)
tion ditl our patriot sires write his un-|
limited letter of authority? Are you
the sovereigna of this land?  Are yovu,
such freemen a8 your futhers were?— |
Are all officers of government from
the President of the United States
down to the constable in your captain’s.
company, -g:w agents, your public
servanis? is_the sovereign power
of his—country transferred to. the Pre-
sident, Directors and ‘company at
Washington city? This is the trie
uestion, Are you bound to rhink as
tiey think—to vele as -they direciP—
This is the issue. How has it been
brought about? By the subtilty of the
spoils men—by the artifices of the spoils
party, They have crawied around the
dying couch, as it were, of this venera-
ble and confiding old warrior, and fa-
King advantage of his age, his o fy!
unsuspecting nature, and those infirmn |

from his sacred principles, and from
himself. They have even urged him
to the public defence of their co-laborer

going on upon the treasury—Reuben
H."”‘him p? Where wz Reaben
Whitney w
nessee was charging, on the night of
the 23d, into the Hritish camp?—
Where was he on the ever glorious 8th
of January, when the best blond of Ten-
nessee was shed in purchusing those
laurels for Andrew Jackson, which
will grow green in history foreverh—
Reuben M. Whitney was then a traitor
in the British camp.—He bkimself nc-
knowledges that he took an oath, yes,
that he called Heaven to bear witness,

meeting of a portion of my fellow citi-

zens of Jackson county, assembled at
Gainsboru® on the 5th of
viting me, st such time as might suit

my convenience, to partake of a public
dinner at or near that place, “as an
evidence of their approbation of my
course since [ haye been their represen-
tative in Congress, and particulaily
the - last -session.” This voice from
Juckson is to me cheering and animate:
ing, in no ordinary degree. Amidst
the shifting currents of the day, to be
gréered, on my return, b{-my friends
in Jackson county with this warm and

generous welcome and “‘well-done,”

excites emotions in the heart and gives

a vigor te the nerves, which the wretch

who sells himself for place can never
teel. To be told b nest men and
free,”” that *you have been true to

your constituents, true to your coun-

try, true to the republican professions
which you have heretofure made, true
to the trust with which you have been
honored,” is calculated to inspire a
lofty pride, and affords an incentive to
patriotic actions, no where to be met
with but in the spontaneous applause of
freemen, How could I, how dare I,
betray my sacred trust, when backed
by such high souled and generous con-
stituents? What has a public servant to
r, or from office,
when he lives in the bosoms of such
constituents, and is sustained by the

dauntless spirits of such men? Thank
God, that still breatheg in una-
dulterated purity that spiriCand love

inspired a Henry and b::f&i:h:;:
of our ltlhcn—-wlgich won

our , and has sustained our
s | .
and upon

upon. v

this inst., ins |

upon that God who guarded the sword
J‘W i , and conducied our_fa-
thers through seas of bloud to Iibu;y
~to bear witness, that he, Reuben M.
Whitaey, was a traitor to his own
country, and would be true to the King
of En‘{lnd!!! Is it not too much, that
while the President is induced to make
this public defence, in an address at
J ., Bast Tennesser, in-be-
half of Re Whitney, he should be
excited to denounce one of the purest
weng and most incorcaptible patriots
of this land, as a *“red hot Federalist,”
and the people of Tennessee who sup-
port him, as “‘new-born whigs?”
Gentlemen, I will give you an in.
stance of theimpudent & reckless spirit
which distinguishes the swarm of hun-
ﬁry expectants who surround the Presi-
ent, as well ps the bnboundeéd confi-
dence he in them. 1say these
plunderers of the Treasury. aod pi.

Aondrew Jackson, feel that their days
are fews they know their power and
are resolved to use it.  They scruple
not ‘1o sell and mart” the offices of
the Governnient, in his name, **to un-
deservers,” for partizan sesvices.—
They can make any Inﬁ«d- apon
his feelings, and excitehim tothe de-
nunciation of any man without the
slightest cause.  Their word is taken

says, “one fact is worth a ship-load of
ents,” T will give you the fact.
It is my own case. They have set the
President on me, and caused Lim to
denvunce me from Wash the

£z he said

1f wo, what star pointed dent embo
out the place of his nativityr—What-the great cardinal doctrines.

ities “which flesh is heir to,” they hood and prime of his intellect. But
have beguiled him from his friends,|at the age of three score years and ten,

and. co-pactner in_the pirocy which is

the chivalry of Ten-'

mind, ==l have laken.

in

rates upon the hard earned fume of [fiid cou

inst the record, aguinst the journals
of Congress, against the archives of the i
Government. t as Mr. O'Connel

office, anil upon which the broad foun-
dation of his fame as & statesman must
rest. In his celebrated letter to Mr.
Monroe, written-in-4 i
ness and tifalut.llﬂlil mind, the Presi-
lies, with & master,y hand,

licanism, and the equal rights of wan.
These immortal principles he
induced to revoke, for they
the life, and soul, and very ex
ol **the party.”—In that letter he
bare, as with the bold strokes of -
own broad swords, the monstrous idea
—the barbarian doctrine, “to the
victors belung the spoils.” |
upon Mr. Monrve (then Presidente-
lect) “to exterminate the monster par-
ty”—saying that names were

-;h;l h?‘;;_nﬁ'l:lf had been ﬁi’m “
a Federalist for supporfing Mp. "
roe. (Justas mmhﬂll. are now
called ~ “Federalits,  Nalli ~and

New-born Whigs"
supporting .Il% hite.) His doc=

trine then was, that inn
office the only enquiry should be, “is
he honest, is he capable, is he faithful
to the Consitation?” These gentle-
men, were the lofty sentiments of An-

drew Jackson in the prime of his man-

g
i

£l

-3

-

when broken by the storma of State,
when link!n;’lndgr “the weight of
years, and the ravages .fllilllu,lz-
tell you in effect, and pablish it too i

his name, that he was wrong, amsl
that he now thinks that in
ments to office the *a :
l:l:ﬁld l:eh.lhn ;ola to:t’h :
t v oissue M
that {hu only enquiry shall hm

be, **Is he faithful to Mr, Van Bus

is he obedient to the d-crees of the Bal.
timore Convention?”  And these pars
asites call themselves the friends of
Andrew Jackson!! 1L i
fio-ntlem_e:;. in this struggle between |
iberty an wer—hetween w’ ;

on thzr ane hI:ld_ and !n-lu::!.,d_ﬂ_-
tions ou the ather, | have made up i

have, with a fall enlﬁn;:f( its perils,
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