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PROFESSORR STOWE'S BEPORT
ax

ELEMENTARY PUBLIC INSTRUCTION,

IN

EUROPE.
To his ExcELLECY the Gu'v!.:son, and the
Honorable the General Asscmbly of the State of Ohie:

In March, 1836, just before Lembarked for Burope, I received
a communical i Trom Governor Lucas, with the great seal of the
state, enclusing the following resvlves ol the General Auei:nbl],
to wil:

v Resolved by the General Assembly of the Siale of Ohio, ‘That
C. F. Stowe, Professor in one of the Literary Institutions of this
Srate, be requested to collect, during the progress ol his contem-
Jﬂateul tour 1 Europe, such fucts and iuformation, ashe may
deem useful (o the State, in relation to the various systems of
public instruction and education, which have been adopted in the
wrveral countries through whith he may pass, - and make report
thereof, with such practical observations ss he may think proper,
to the next General Assembly

wResorvep, That his Exellency the Governor, be requested
to transniit a certified copy of the foreguing proceedings to Pro-

tessor "I""’?i.?-”
i

Fa-purseince of the ahove resalutions, I communicated the in-|
tenfinn of e General~ Assemity to -Hon: A Stevenson; the" A-
werican Minister, near the Beitish Court, and he very readily
furnished me with the eredentinls neressary for the most satis-
factory attainment of the object of my inquiries. I am also hap-
py to remark, that the communication of Governor Lucad was a
ready passport to my free admission to every public institution
in Rarope to which- | applicd —and that my endeavors were
seconded in the most encouraging manner by all the gentlemen
connected with the educational establishiments in the severald
countries through which I passed; and the warmest expressions
~ af approbat on were elicited, of the zeal manifested by so young
a State s Ohio, in the great cause of general education,  Par-
ticularly in some of the old communities of central Europe, where
it happened to be known that [ was born in the same year in
which Ohio became a sovereign State. it seemed to be matter of
amusement as well as gratification, that a man whe vas jusl as
ol as the 8 ate in which he lived, had come, with oficiul author-
ity, to inquiré respecting the best mole of education for the
growing population of his native landg and they r.emarlml that
our Governor and Legislatars must be very enlightened and
highly caltivated men, When in one inslance, I infuormed them
that our Governor was a plain farmer, and that & majority of vur
Lrgislators were of the sume occupation, the well known line
which a Latin poet applies to husbanlmen was 'nm.:liul ta us:

» . “0 l'.mun:;:- I“n‘uninm si :n:h :'_::.n:' n:r.;::;.’; o

“0h ha le, il the ta o 3

In the ;;:‘y P::Es-ul' m; tour, E visited Kngland, Scotland,
France, Prassia, and the diferent States of ‘Germlnn lm! had
opportunity to see the celebrated Universities of Cambridge,
Oxford; Edinburg, Glasgow, Paris, Berlin, Halle, Leipsic,
Heidelberg, and some others: snd | was every wht:rg received
with 'the mut%i_n ¢ss, and every. dui_rfble.‘.-fapjhf was ll'
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t_u!l“lﬁj;“ tion must be laily u Dlirabiesdp
ture cin be reared, and being awares that on this principle, the
chiel attention of our Legisiatare is, and Tor the present must be,
directed to out col schiools, my invéstigation of the Uni-
versities was camparal _l'p;ﬂql‘. and the most of my time wae
spent in-visiting th best district schools I could hear of,. d.al-
0 the high schools intended for the business education- of young
men, gnd. the institutions for the g ucation of teachers. .~
Before 1 proceed to the result

my inquiries on these topics,
I would call the attention of the. Legislature to seme facts of a
more general wature, which stiangly mprulul

N

Wi ry th]::hulvu,upon
my mind during the progre my . tour—and which, it seems
to me, have gnat;[,imbm.nl bur';lg upon the successful _main-
tenance, il not the very existence, of free institutions in our
country, & allude pacticularly to the wonderful change which
has taken place in the policy of monarchial governments, in ¥e-|
spect to_the_educationof ihe peaple, - Formerly it was sup-
posed, that despotism could be maintained only by a sovereign,
with an army devoted to his interests, and dependent onlw
himself toe subsistences an aristoceacy which should monupolisé
the wealth and the hﬁgi!ectna!icﬂtnrt of lhn‘vﬂggitr;l nglmu;-_ng]
a wass of people held in entire ignorance of their Tl an

privileges as men, m’ﬂ—'-g*ﬂn d -t m._mmg@.m
and. precarous subsistence—ihe mere drpmylgnls and slavewof
the higher orders.  But what is the aspect whigh the sovereign-
ties of § present?==gnd what ia the change which is

forci
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preference for the |:r. ies of his own country. In
“{-whole plan, (which'is well “anderstood to have {
Prassia, when the rapid spread of repabIiea

ol ,-h.g.:lﬁun?!ﬁ*“iﬁli'l;

be able to raide himself, and daveiqe his powers

sonally free,
freely, without let or hinderance from any other; that the public
burdens be borne in common and in just proportions; that equal-
ity before the Jaw; be secured toevery subject; that justice be

rigidly snd unetually administered; that merit, in whatever
rank it may be found, be enabled to rise without obstacle; that
the government be carried on with unity, order. and_power; that,
by the education of the people, and the spread of _true religion,
the general interests, and a national spirit be prumoted, aé the
only secure basis of the national welfare.”

Another European King of the Roman Catholic faith, Louis of
Bavaria, who is connected by marriage with the royal house of
Prussia, moved by this example, and excited by emulation in be-
half both of his church and Kingdom, is now zealously pushing
forward the same experiment ameng his own people, and already
the Bavarian schools begio to rival the Prussian;and the Unig
versity of Berlin finds its only equal in that of Munich, Louis
Las in one thing gone even beyoad his brother of Prussia, in that
he has granted to his people a real constitutional representation
in the government—a privilege and a right which the Prussians
have labored in vain to extort from Frederick William,

Even the Autocrat, Nicholas of Russin, (warried toa daughi-

spirit, ) has beep induced 1o commence a similar system through-
out his vast dominivns; and from the reports to the emperor of
M. D'Ouvaroff, the Russian Minister of Public Instruction, it
appears that alread , from Puland to Siberia, and from the M hite
Sea (o the regivns L}uad e Caacakus, inctoding the: provins
ces so recently wrested from Persia, there are the beginnings of
a-complete system of cammon schogl instruction for the whole
people, to be carried into full execution as fast as it is possible
to provide the requisite number of qualified teachers,

Thus three sovereigns, representing the three great divisions
of Christendom, the %’ﬂlleﬂlnl, the Romish, and the Greek, are
now zealously engaged in doing what despotic sovereigns have
seldam done belore= tening and educating their people;
and that too with better %mu\elinn, and a more efficient
accomplishment in pragtice, than the world has ever before wit-
nessed.  Nor is thie spirit of education confined to these na-
tions. ‘The kingdom ~of Wirtemburg, and the Grand Duchy of
Bad#n are not behind Prussia or r?urin. The smallor states
ol Germany, and even old Austrd, are pushing forward in the
same career; France is all awake; Spain and Italy ure beginning
to open their eyes; the government of Eozland, which has hith-
erto neglected the education of the common people more than a-
ny other Protestant country of Furope, is beginning to bestir
itself; and even the Sultan of Turkey, and the Pacha of E
gypt, are looking around for well qulliﬁul teachers to go mnong
their people: —dn London snd Pasis, L saw Turks, Arabs, and
Greeks, who had beea sept by their respective governments to these
cities for the express purpose of being educated for teachers in their
native countries, if not for the whule people, at least for the fa-
vored few. At Constantinople, a society has been formed for
the promotion of useful knowledge, which publishes a monthly
journal, edited by one of the Turks who studied in Paris; and
the Sultax now emplays a French teacher in his capital, whom
hé especially invitedgirom France. Anil here too” in vur.own
L country, m the movements of New England,
m, and several other
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“But 1 wish to divect- your attention {6 the influence
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and most powerful of despotisms; as the United States is the lar-
gest and most powerful of republics: and,” while we enjoy the
greatest political freedom that any government has ever permitted,
she is held fast by the -bonds of a severe autocracy. Add W
this, Russta is the vnly European government, with the excrp
tion of Great Britain, whose tervitories border on our own.
| ‘The fact, then, that a aystem of public instruction has been es-
]lablishe-! in the Russsian Empire, is one of deep ifterest to us;
{and np less. interesting will iT Le for us to know something- ol
 the paturg of the system and of thle means by which it is ¢arried
info operation,
The genern! system is, that of Pgussia, with such madifications
as are necessary to adapt it to that widely extended, and, in
some parls, semi-barbarous u-mpin-. For example, the wlmlc|
empire is divided into provinces, each of which, hasa University
~—these provinces inte academic districts; which are ]nutiull':l'
with their gymnasia for classical learning, dind academies for
the higher branches of a busines education; anid these acadewic |
districts are again subdivided into school di-tricts, each with irs]
elementary school.  As the heartol the whole system, there 18
at 8t. Petersburg a mudel school for the education of teachers of
every grade, for all parts uf the ‘empire.  OF the l'ui\eraitiv‘l,l
six had already gone into aperation in 1835, namely: one at Bt
Petersbrg, one at Muscow, vne at Dorpat, in Livonia, one al
Charcow, east of the river Duieper, one at Kasan, on the Walga,
and one at Kiew. At other polnts Lyceums are estzblished,
with courses of study more Limited than that of the Universities;
Fani-there-is an-institution-at-Moscow espeeisby-for the-etdueation
of the nobility. Of course ['shall nut be understond as recommen
ding lor adoption by us, whatever I speak of with spprobation,
in reference to foreign lands; for the different circumstances of
nations, require entively different systems. It i® the partofn
wise Legisiator to examine all the improvements within his'
reach, and from the whole, to select those parts only, which
are adapted to the peculiar circumstances ol the people, for
whom he legislates,
‘I he different institutions in Russia, are established as fast os
the circumstances ol the people admit, and as teachers can be
found to supply them: At the date of the last report of the
Minister of Publie lustruction, the number of elementary and
parish schools was abiut 18,000—of private schools, 450—and
of gymnasia, 67. . R
The .gmrermlunm! regulations for cherighirg in' the prople a
degire for education, aml directing them in the mtainment vlit,
are wisely adapted to the purpose.  The Minister of Public In-
struction publishes a regular periodical journal, in wich he gath-
ers up all the facts, information and arguments; to which his of-
ficial station gives him access, an circulates them extensively
through the nation.. To illustrate the good faith, diligence and

I would refer  to the pumber of his journal for August, 1853,
in which he notices, with great approbation, the efforts of tract

the American Tract Society, which have been tronslated into
Russian, as having reached a third edition, and as being happily
calcalated to enlighten the intellect, and elevute the character
of the peofile I
the Emperor Nicholas, shows so much readiness to receive a
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liberal-mindedness with which he executes this part of hig office,
sccieties, for the diffusion of moral and relighus sentiments a- grand sectim of Wikimhigton wud Haleigh -
mong the people and mentions by name, several publications of ‘Raifroad, W as to see our steeets thronged
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From the Wilmington Amn-
WAYNESBOROUGH FESTIVAL.
resuvany $9d, 1829

Me. HiL
Sirt The events of the last week in one
village we consider to bave been of sufs’
ficient interest, both locally and gener.
orally, to claim & preservation in  your
uselul journal; and we hope the  publics-
tion Will ulford pleasure to our friends
whao pnrlil'ipall'd inour enjoyment. whtl
cheer the hearts of such as were preseut,
and encourage every friend of the Siate
to look Creward to yimilar scenes of haj.
piness and evjoyment in his own county
ur town, -Never bas it been our lot to
witness such genersl and unalluyed pleas-
ure as beamed in every comntenance of
the thousands who thronged  our streels
on Friday; and although festivity and
mirth reigned unabated “throughout most
of the night, the brilliant san ol Satur-
day never shone on merrier or happier
lares, - -
On ‘Fhursday a romor first reached v
that the steamer M*NAIR, Capt. Giffurd,
with her spirited ang enterprising owner,
Gen,. Janes BOWRITRE W boaeds havs
ing overcame all dificulties, was already
t-one— waters, —but n few  miles from
town, v
A thrill of joy, like electricity, scemed
to run From heart to hearly and in & very
ahort time some  hundreds hnd  collected
to wituess the first steam navigation of
Neuse river.  About son down the boat
came ap; and anchored off oue landing,
and swus vecelved with.a national salote,
and the lung continued checrs of the muls
On |iu1l|i|lg._ﬂ¢n. Whitheld was con.
ducted te M. Churchill’s hotel,. and we
hope was fully convineed the citinens” of
Waynesborungh were glad to see Lim.
The sun of Friday rose a sun of pleas.
ure and trinnph,  ‘Fhat wof Marenge”
was not n brighter!
~Fhe best evidence ol the general intert
est felt by il clusses to witness the great
State trinmph—the completion of the first

at an early hour with our good state’s yeos
manry, whose anly angiety sppeared to be
tositudss the fiest arvival of our [riends
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