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" MR. GASTON'S SPEE
| IN THE CONYENTION, °

On the basis of Repruantalwl-[ i

The Convention being in Commitiee of
the Whole, o1 ihe Articles reported for re-
gulating Representation in the Sepatg and
House of Cnmmzns,-' Mr. Gaston ro_lP'al.}d
said, that as no ot er gentleman seemed dis-
posed at this moment o claim the attention
of ihe Committee, he would avail him ell'qf.
the opportunity 1o submit his views an this
deeply ingeresting subject. Seusible aslevery

. member of this body must be of the grave

and responsible character of the d_u_.ty as-
signed to the Convention, of reformigg the
Constitation of the State, all must perceive
that_no part of their duty presented such
difficulties as that of reforming the basis of
representation in the General Assem ly.—
We were ‘now ‘employed in altering the
foundation on which our political temple
had rested and settled for more than half a-
century 3 and it will not be easy, ith all
our skill and cantion, lo execute this tinder-
taking so a8 not greaily to disturb the en-

tire edifice and perhaps endanger ils per-

manent safety. The diﬁ’icultief of.tl_he. un-
dertaking were much increased by intrinsic
causes.  Under the Constitution, as itis,
every County in the State, without distinc-
tion- as to population or .wealth, has the
same number of members in the Legisla-
tore. The Convention has been called in-

to being by the voles of the freemen ; f 1.he
State, but it was constituied upon ‘this prin-

ciple of equal power in the counties. A ma-

jority-of the people had willed the Cpoven-
tion, but a majority of the counties was de.
cidedly opposed to it. The delegates, said

M¢. G. were chosen immediately. afier the
d§£is‘ion of the people was made,‘aud it

cannot be doubted but that they bring into
the Convention the opinions, feelings, inter-
ests and prejudices entertaived and felt by
their respective constituents. A large por-
tion, a majority of 'them -probably, have
come with a strong dislike of the duty en-

joined upoo them, and under a settled ap-

prehension that evil and| not good will be
the result of its performance. Obligations,
not to be resisted without guilt, may coi-
pel them to execute the allotted task,| but it
is impossible for them 1o do it otherwise
than grudgiogly., Nor is this the only,nor.
perhaps the greatest difficulty, _lt is noto-
rious that the State, haslong been djstract-
ed by bitter sectional .parties. It is| unne-
cessary to enter -into a detailed hisfory of -
the origin and progress of these parties, but

it may help ‘us in’ makiog peace between - |
them, hriefly to advert to_the causes which. |

brought .them into being and stimjulated
them to rancor. The first setlemeénts of

North-Carolina were made on the se.é[boar_d, |
‘wheté counties were from time to time laid

oif of such convenient size as was dc?mapd-
ed by local causes. As the population
swelled, its tide flowed up into the ipterior

to and even beyond the mountains. | It be- -

|
came necessary to form additional cduaties,
which were of conrse muach more exlensive
than those to the East because of the sparse-
ness of their thea p0pu|ali'oh. At _ll?e time
of our Revolution, when the existing Con-
stitution was formed, the State was| found
jlistribuléd into counties small towards the

ieaboard and large towards the West, but
with no very marked inequality in tllenum-

bers which they respectively contained. In
the Counstitution the counties were rej arded
as equal, and to the inhabitants of each was
given the power to elect oue member to the
Senate and two to the House'of Coimmons
of the General Assembly. The large coun.
lies soon became more populois, and for a
time there was no difficulty with the [Legis-
lature in dividing them into CDurJlies of

 smaller and more. compact size wlen the

aumber and convenience of their ¢ilizens-

required it ; nor was the Legislature im-

portuned by petitions for this purpose ex-
cept when a reasonable cause éxisted|for the
application. But by the Constitation no
seat of Government, was established. The
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i ‘ s session every year at. | %" _
Legislature held i y 21 which may be advanced on the other side ?

" such a:place as the Legislature of the pre-

* the public laws.

L

themselves with zeal in supporting

vions year appointed by Resolution. It

moved from time tu time, and the place of
its sitting became a question: on which the
greatest excitement was [elt, The members
from the counties embracing or conliguous
to the towans which were solicitous [lo get
the benefits of a Liegislative session, exerted
“with leir re-
spective pretensions.—This zeal w3s com-
municated to the members ('min-the,iad‘,]mn-
ing counties—many local parties were thus
created and these finally settled down 1nto
two, an Eastern and a Westera parly ; the
one for meeting on the seaboard, the other
for meeting in the interior, Itis imq[mlerial
for what purpose combinations of men are
formmed. - Once formed, men accustomed 1o
act together on oue subject will comriue for
others also. - This array of parties against

- each other affected all tive operations of the

Legislature, and was felt in the appoint-

meats to office, and in very many even of

'To terminale it, 88 it was_

fondly hoped forever, a Resolalion waspas-
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- ple in the East.
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sed recommending to the Convention of the
People about to be called to deliberate on
thie Federal Constitation,. to fix the perma-
nent seat of Government for the State.  Af-
ter severe contentions, and by avery small
majority, the spot “on which this City bas
been since built was selected for the por-
pose. 'Complaints of management, intrigue

‘and hargaining were preferred against e

majority by the unsuccessful party—yea's

passed by before the necessary laws coud .

be enacted for carrying into execution the
judgment of the Convention—and after
they were passed, fears were expressed and
indications occasionally made of a purpose
by another Convention to change the seat
of Government. It is not wonderful thai
under these circumstances, a mathematical
or ideal line running through the State a
little to the West of this City was regarded
as dividing it into two sections withdissim-
ilar interests, opposite purposes and almost
hostile feelings. The most unfounded sus-

* picions and jealousies were efitertained on

both sides. Who does not know :rat when
any class of men is opposed by otgers as a
class, whether it be a sect in religion or @
party in politics, the vilest slanders and the
most stupid falsehoods are mutually circu-
lated and accredited ?—Who that has long
been in public life, and calinly reviews his
course, does not feel remorse for the injus-
tice which he has done to the motives of his
adversaries ?
the West applied for the admission of a new
county or for the division of an old one, the
East'bad no question but that the sole mo-
tive was a solicitude for'more power. The
‘West not having their fair share of power,
were anxious to inerease it in the only way
by which, under the Cofistitution, it could
be augmented, and sometimes pressed for
the creation of counties when the wants of

their people did not peremptorily require

it. Butright or wrong, necessary or unne-
cessary, it became a  maxim in party poli-
tics that no new coanty should be made in

the West urless it could be balanced by a_
-new county also in the East.

i With a great
superiority of numbers on their side, the
West —the decided majority of the people

—were thus controlled and kept dowa in’

this party warfare by a minority.of the peo-
It could not but happen,
as it has happened, thatthis majority should

“ become deeply dissatisfied with“the-political

institations, of their country and vehement!

demand such a change in them as woul

«correct this artificial inferiority. Nor could
it well be otherwise, thai those who had so
long struggled with success by means of
these very institutions, ' against thismajori-
ty, should feel an almost panic fear &t being
called on to surrender the sceptre of power,
barren and profitless as it had been. True
it is, that the original ‘causes of difference
have disappeared.—The permanent seat of
Government is wvuquestionably fixed, and
there is probably not a maa in the State
who entertains a wish or ao apprehension
that it will ever be disturbed. But the
fears and mistrasts of each other —the mis-
erable jealousies and suspicions thus engen-
dered and long estertained— cannot be im-

mediately banished.—When He who gave |

to the sea his deeree that the waters thereof

should not pass his commandment, bids it

 be: still ;7 it quails at his voice and instant-
ly sinks into & repose as profound aes the

slumber of a hushed infant. But ordinarily,
the agitations of human passion, like the
billows of the ocean, continue to swell and
to rage long after the storm has subsided

which lashed them into fury. We know .

not each other as we ought, and we meet
not here with the dispositions which we
should have. Children of the same com-
mon country, haviog. in truth but one and
the same interest, and alike desiring only
what is right, we ought to meet as members

“of the same family consualiing for the good

ofall. But is there notreason to fear, that

“#“too many of us here, come rather as nego-

ciators for conflicting parties, charged with
the duty of upholding theiv respeciivg pre-.
tensions and of resisting to the utmost those

The most perplexing difficulties do then
attend the task of satisfactorily adjusting
this vexed gquestion. = Bal the path of
duty is always obstructed by obstacles, and
be who because of them, shrinks from the
performance of what he gwes either (0 his
God, his fellowmen, or himself, adds cow-
ardice to guilt. The difficuliies are such
as to call for the exercise of wisdom, moder-
alion, justice, candor, and firmness—as
should nerve us for high efforts, intellectual

"and moral, and keep down as far as the

frailty of our imperfect nature will permil,

. every prejudice, passion and unworthy - |

fluence.—But they are not insuperable.
They can be overcome— they ought to be
overcome—and we shall fail, miserably fail,
in what our country demands =ind our con-
sciences enjoin, if we do not overcome them.
An omission to setile this question now, in

- such a manuner as (0 tranquilize the public -

miad, he should regard as no ordinary ca-
lamity. He did not aaticipate indeed, in
that event, the result predicied by the dis-

THE WEHIG.

If under any circomstances

tinguished gentleman from Buncombe,
(Governor Swain,) a gentleman for whom
be took pleasure in testifying the highest
affection and respect. That gentleman, not
ia the language of menace, for he was per.
/fectly sure no menace was intended, but in
earnest language had predicted, that if a
satisfaclory arrangemenl were' 0Ol now
made, the People of the West would rise

* like the strong man in his unshorn might

“and pull down the entire political edifice.
Sir, said Mr. G., the strong man of Zorah,
the son of Manoah, was broaght from his

;fo honor to the impious feast and to make
sport for the enemies of his.counitry. - Bow-

| ing down with all bis might; he tugged and
' ‘shook the massy pillars which upbeld the

ponderous roof till he buried ‘all beneath
one hideous ruin. [t was a  glorious deed.
He fell a martyr and a hero ¢ victorious a-
mong the slain.” But should our brethren
of the West, in a moment of excited pas-
sion because of deferred hope or blasted ex-
pectation, violently wvpturn and overthrow

‘will be a triumph over order and law, over
themselves and their friends and their coun-
try. This, surely would be their very last
resort, -their ultima ratio, which nothiog bat
hopeless oppression could excuse, : and
which they will never adopt while other
means of redress are attainable, ltis im-

| possible 10 ‘deny that they have cause of
complaint. It is impossible to insis: that on .

any principle of free government, the pre-
sent distribution of - political power can be
ao longer upheld.—They have urged their
complaints almost as one man, and have as-

and reasonable, the rejection of which now

higher their demands. No government on
earth can be long insensible to the rooted
dissatisfaction of a large number, and still
less of a majority of its citizens. The des-
pot sometimes, and often to his own de-
straction, attempts to keep it down by the
bowstring or the sword; but in a moral
and free government it must beallayed,and
it can be allayed only by concession.

We are not only urged to complete the
proposed adjustment by every consideration
of patriotism, but are bound by the obliga-
tion of a solemn oath. "
that there can be a difference of opinion in
construing the explicit injunctions of the
Act which was ratified by the People, and
which called this body into being. Some
gentlemen are disposed to think, that in
calling this Convention, the People have
done no more than to say to us, you shall
consider certain proposed amendments to
the Constitution, and you may consider
others. Sir, they have done a great deal
more. The first part of this act, provides
a mode for ascertaining whether it be the
will of the people that a Convention shall be

particulars specified ; and the next directs
how the, Conveation shall be cailed and
constituted, in the event that a majority o
the People shall have demanded one. The
act then declares that no delegate shall take
his seat in Conveuntion, until he shall have
solemnly sworn that he will not directly or
indigectly evade or disregard the duties en-

joined or the limits tixed to the Convention.
“wngt are the duties whqi: ) he ié('ihljgebour{ld

to execute, and the limits whieh he is for-
bidden to trauscend ? The 13th section
declares that in voting for a Coavention,
the People shall be understood as having
pronounced their will that the Conveniion
shall frame and deviseamendments by which
the members'of the Senate shall be reduced
to a number not less than 34, nor more
than 50, to be elected by districts and ac-
cording to the ratio of taxation, and shall
frame an amendment wherzby to reduce
the members of the House of Commons, to

elected by counties or districts or both, ace
cording to federal numbers. If the People
command this to be doneby the Convention,
is it not the duty of the Convention to obey
this command, and of course the duty of
each delegate, honestly and in earnest o
contribute his exertions to the fulfilment of
this command? Should he act otherwise,
does he not evade and disregard the duties

ceeds to point out several other proposed a-
mendments, which the Convention, may
or may not, at iis discretion, make in the
Constitution. - The 14th section designates
the limits which the Convention is forbidden
to transcend, and which, therefore, no mem-

ar is to _evade or disregard. The limits

om other parts of the act, but for greater
certainly, are in this section expressly sef
forth. It declares that the People by rati-
fying the Convention act, shall be regarded
as having conferred on the Convention a
POWER to make amendments in the particu-
lars therein enumerated or in any of them,
butin no others. The power extends to all
and each of the amendments proposed—
the duty is enjoined as to some—discretion

allowed as to others. - The oath commands

'prison-house into the Temple of Dagon to |

the éxisting Constitution, the mad triumph

sented to terms of adjustment, moderate

must exasperale resentmen:, aud raise yet -

It seems strange’

called for amending the Constitution in the.

not less than 90 nor more than 120, to be

~either at the mercy of the other.

enjoined on him ?. This section then pro-’ | neverindeed, be the true interest of any in-

&atifm, and_it is 1o be feared, that
day’s experience, mast coavince us, that a

| z_night perhaps have been fairly collected
r

rich man, and that it was a departa

the performance of the d&ty as explicitly »s

it forbids the transgression of the power.—

Some things we must do.
may do.
do. We swear to do what is commanded,
and to abstain from what is forbidden.

. Bat while gentlemen have admi‘ted that

Some things we

there was an imperative obligation on them

to carry out into execution the ¢ommand of
the People, as (o the reform of representa-
tion, they have at the same time protested
strongly against the principles opon which
this reform is based—the principles of com-
promise as they are termed, between the
Eastern and Western claims. Asa friend
to peace, he greaily regretted that they
should have indulged in such a course. [t
led 1o the re-opening of the fountains of
strife which it was the purpose of the Con-
vention act to bury forever,
its only mischief. However sincere these
gentlemen might'bé i Théir determination
to obey the command ‘of the People, noth-
ing was better calculaled to weaken this re-
solve than to find fault with the command.
He who enters upon a prescribed task with
a strong cgpugnance Lo it, 'seldom performs
it faithﬁ:;%s, and nothing more eflectually
increases this repugnance than dwelling up-
on the objections which can be made against
the undertaking.

the terms of compromise be equal or une-
qual, yet it may not be immaterial as re-
gards the zeal with which the duty should
be performed to shew that in truth, the
terms are fair and equitable. { < g0

A caplious criticism may perhaps censure
some details of the plan of representation,
but it appeared to himn difficult fo find faalt
with the great principles on which it was
based. ‘I'here were taxation a3 the ratio of
Representation in the Senate, and federal
numbers as the ratio of Representation in
the otlier house. The geéntleman from
Green (General Speizht) had objected to
the first as not giving its due weight to the
East, and had objected to the second as not
giving its due weight to the West. This re-

ally seemed to be in the very spirit of fault-

finding, for even were it well founded, un-
less the supposed wrongs were unequal,
they counterbalanced each other and left
the arrangement fair.
taken out, or put into opposite scales of the
same balance, the equilibrium i¢ not disturb-
ed at all. As there is then no wunfairness
shown of a sectional character, let us see if

there be any departure in it from the prin- -

ciples of [ree government. '

The necessity of two houses of legislation
as checks upon the haste, improvidence,
sudden impulse, and intemperate excitement
of either, is so universally admitted, that it
may be regarded as a political axiom. In
the constitution of these two houses, it is
desirable that they should in truth operate

~as checks —that they should not be liable 1o

feel at the same moment that impulse or ex-
citement which leads to haste and improvi-
dence. In the federal Conslitution, one
branch of the Legislature is chosen by the
respective Slates, as co-ordinate members
of the Union—and the other branch is cho-
sen by the People in the different States ac-
cording to popalation. The propriety of
this arrangement arises from the peculiar na-
ture of bat Constitution, which binds to-
gether, as weil the States asthe People of A-
merica. Itis'to many purposes a confede-
racy of the Siates, and to all others, it is a
government operaling directly upon the cit-
izens of the United States. To keep up the’
balance between its federative and national
character, the Senate is framed as fitted to

protect the former, and the House of Re-

preosentatives, constituted so-as lo secure the
latter. To every law the concurrent action
of these bodies is indispensable—and thus
the (wo great priunciples of the Constitution
are upheld, as checks upon each other. In
the Constitution of a State, allthe operations
of whose governmeunt are not only direct
upon its citizens, but wholly confined to
matlers of interior concern, the only interests .
likely to be often arrayed against each oth-
er, are those ofsproperty and of persons.—
Such a gove{nment is formed for the pur-
pose of prolecting property and persons
and would be inadequate to its ‘end, if‘lel{

1t caon

dividual, or of any body of men, 1o oppress -
or to injure others ; but every day’s obser-

every.

fancied immedjate advantage, magnified by

- the mists of passion, ofien templs us tb fore.

go our permanent good, and wrong our
fellow _men, under the delusion that we are
benefiting ourselves. It is right that govern-
meat should be 80 constituted as to bring
the steady influence of interest in aid of the
commands of duty. The Senate in our Le-
gislature, is intended especially, 1o repre-

‘sent and protect property. He had heard it

i

‘objected to the constitution ‘of this body,

that a poor man was ofien as estimable as a
! tba from
Republican priociples, to allow the latter to -
vote for a Senatorand not permit the former

There are others which we canrot

This was not

Although, therefore, the .
|duty imposed on us is the same, whether

If equal weights be -




