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TOB:AY'S SPORT PARADE

By OSCAR FRALEY
(United Press Sports Writer)
NEW*YORK — 0 — Joe DiMaggio today walked down ‘the lonc-
some .rogg they all follow sooner or later—but he did it with a smile

of reifef.
was, naturally, the ache of parting from the world cham-
plem=New York Yaukees as a player.

“Hut the aches and the pains with which & willing spirit tortured a
reluctant body made him realize fnally that he had to follow Ruth
and Gehﬁg through the exit just as he followed them on the field
of greatness. .

He had known since 1949, he admitted, that his days were number-
ed. More relaxed than anyone had ever seen him, the Yardée Clipper
réveald that h had known sinc then that he was “sliding.” The
timihg was going and the reflexes were fading.

“Théfe was always the physical pain,”™ baseball's greatest drawing
card explainéd as he disclosed the sfepsdown secret he had been car-
rying since the World Series.

*"~“I -took 8 big physical bating last year. I remember a lot of

times When I could just makeé it ouf of bed. For normal Mving I'm

-~ But sction is something else. My shoulders and my knee hurt
‘When ¥ play golf.”

W= He could have lasted a couple mofe years if it hadn’t been for

t#e -arduous demands’ of night baseball, he said vehémently. But the

e man with tle piano-key smile obviously was glad
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“It wasn’t fun any longer,” he said slowly
ed my last game of ball.”

Fhen, without rgrets, he looked back down .the years and speke
proudly and without longing of his gréat moments.

“My most memorable,” he récalled, “was that 56-gam
streak in 1941, But for one. day—or let's say three days—
forgét. coming up to Boston in 1049.”

Nor should he. For Joe had been out of the lineup 65 days with a
heel injury that season when he stepped back into uniform for a
make-or-break series with the challenging Red Sox. "All he did was
win all three games, and kil the Red Sox Wwith four home runs and
a single, driving in nine runs.

“I guess the best catch I ever made was sgainst Hank Greepberg
in 1939, he said. “Fhere was-one out and % madir on first and/ Greén-
berg hit a ball just short' of the centerficid fingpole, whedd ¥ says
465 feet. I wanted to hold it to a triple but I sfusk up gy
there was the ball for the out.

“But I pulled a boner on it,” he grinned wryly. “I forgof there wadke
only two out them; and the man got back all the why frém flird”

Now, though, he was glad it was AR over. He mude HNis dicisiori the:
day after the 1st series ended—“mnd never wavéied” The Yénks
ees tried to change his mind bub Joe would't busie. Never wWould
he become a has-been. v

So the Yankee Clipper is gone. And just. ag théy didn’t find a new
Ruth or a new Gehrig—so, too, they'll nevér fihd: anothés DiMagaio:
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