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. .The giant Metropolitan Life Insurance Co., some stat-
ns noticed a few days ago, has bloomed into the larg-
private enterprise in the wortd. Until the figures were
up last week, that top spot had been hela by the A-

n Telephone & Telegraph Co.

e noted this event briefty in our news columns bu:
lidn’t have the space, sorry, to do any editorial comment-
ﬁat the time. 1t's still a most significant story, so let’s
: a close look at it.

. First item, of course, is the size of this American busi-
mess colossus, At last year’s end, Met owned total assets of
$11,692,529,000. Those are billions, not any ef your 1¥’1 ole
small change millions. A.T.&T., tormer shamp, is in sec-

“ond place now with $10,734,349,000.

y Next item—and we would dearly love to hear Josef
Stalin or one of his little helpers try 1o explain any of this
s that Met Life doesn’t have a single wicked, imperialist,

i eannabalistic stockholder. Its elected president is Charles

& G. Taylor Jr. His sole bosses are the 33,700,000 individuals

in the U. 8. and Canada who mutually hold Metropolitan
ansurance policies.
Another item: What does the biggest of private com-

t panies sell that’s desirable enough to attract the hard-

ped savings of all those Americans and Canadians?

+Met primarily is in the business of protecting people

m the consequences of tough luck. Last year the bene-

iries of deceased Metropelitan life insurance policy-
lers were handed $336,000,000. These dollars made life
mtl: easier for many widows, children and other de-
l}-;ve_n so, almost twice as much dough—$609,000,000—
paid out to' living ‘policyhelders. Met’s life i ance

s has been eclipsed: by .its wing trade in an-

and hospital, surgical expense . poli-

cies, -At the end of 1952, some 6,200,000 persuns had elected

Jreely t? buy themseives economic pretection under Metro-

itan’s p and individual heaith policies.

% y in a nutshell, is the main news about this

this fact;
prefer to ignore it. It is this awk-
ward al and military ‘re-
lationship ‘whi¢h has laid  Great
Britain oper %0 attack by Russian
airpower, bombs and guided mis-
sles,

No matter how much we may
disagree with British policy, this
one faet explains the British fears
that American policy may lead to
World War IIX, which the British
mhy not able to take. Two uni-
versal wars have destroyed the
great British Empire and have de-
prived Britain of its prime position
as leader among all nations. A
third universal war could reduce
Great Britain to a satellite of the
victor, if any.

Great Britain’s power was built
upon its navy, which kept open
the lanes of trade and commerce for
all nations. Great Britain is now
probably the third naval power, the
‘United States being first, and So-
viet, Russia, second. Even if Rus-
sian naval power is exaggerated,
the peril is great:

The British are now engaged in
a hot war in Malaya. That is an
undramatic war that does not com-
pete with Korea or French Indo-
China in the news.. It is sheer
murder in those swamps. The Ma-
layan war pins down about 25,000
British troops and both the Brit-
ish Pacific Fleet and the Far East
Air Force.

The British maintain a consid- ot

erable force in Hongkong to hold
that island against the Chinese
Communists. If Mao Tze-tung’s hor-
des were ready to seize Hongkong,
it would not be a difficult task.
Hongkong is not easy to defend
as the Japanese proved in the last
war,

The British maintain a consid-
erable “force in Hongkong to held
that island against the  Chinese
Communists. If Mao  ‘Tze-tung’s
hordes were ready to seize Hong-
kong, it would not be a difficult

task. Hongkong is not easy to, de-

fend as the -Japanese proved in the

last war.
The British also hok:“: territory,
w!

The British are’in Korea where
by the end of 1952, they had suf-
fered about 3,500 J‘l ':hey

us-

the

The point of all this is that
they

British are convinced that

are doing about 8s much as their \some article

population and -their reduced’ re-

WASHINGTON. — Dr. A. V.
Astin, Director of the Bureau of
Standards, and a noted scientist,
has been trying for several weeks
to get an appointment with his
chief, the new Secretary of ‘Com-
merce, Sinclair Weeks. As the head
of one of the non-political, scien-
tific bureaus of ‘governmenf, he
wanted to discuss future problems.
Secretary Weeks, however, did not
see him. But last week, Dr. Astin
suddenly wa§ summoned  to - the
'ommerce Department by Assistant
Secretary Cyaig -Sheaffer, head of
the fountain pen Ttompany, and
fired. He was asked to turm in his
resignation within three days.

He was also - lectured .regarding
the Bureau of Standard’s diagnosis
of battery additives, a system of
injecting Epsom salt, supposadly to
pep uf aulo batteries, The Bureau
had officially found that ° these
battery additives or hypoes to give

néw were of no

; this

diagnosis' and told Dr. Astin the

Bureau of Standards in the future

was t> e TUR On & Dlsinessman’s
basis.- s S
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dent of Pioneers, Inc., who began
to pull wires in Washington, Event-
ually his wire-pulling contributed to
the sudden firing of the Director
of the Bureau of Standards.

How powerful was Mr. Ritchie'’s
wire-pulling is, indicated by what
happened after the Post Office De~
partment issued an official mail
fraud order against AD-X2 on
March 3, putting it on the mail
fraud list,

That night the Secretary of Com-
merce himself arguedsand pleaded
with Postmaster General Arthur
Summerfield, persuaded him to
suspended mail fraud order. Thus
in‘the official postal guide of March
3 it is stated that AD-X2 is placed
on the list of* mail frauds, while
two days later, March 6, the Postal
Guide suspends the order and says
AD-X2 is nop ‘a mail fraud after
all,

It was ohe'of the quickest re-.
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In the Wings: The story about
the drama critic being barred from
a Hartford theatre reminded New
Yorkers = that = Broadway - critics
haven't been barred-for years ....
“Good . £00,"

vote an entire issue (o' Joe E. Lewis’
30th Ann'y in showbiz We
presume his best friends are faking
ads ‘in it. 3 Feathers, 4 Roses, De-
war’s, Canadian Club, etc.

. till as Inte as 5 A. M.

versals of fraud seen around the --.

Post Office Department in many
years.

‘That is only part of the story,
however. Assistant Secretary of
Commerce  Sheaffer -of - Sheaffer
pens has said that he came to

Washington to help business. Ap- kles

parently h€ was not interested in

manufgoturers,
but' rather “the makers of balery

5

i

E

become bitter and sarcastic. He ac-
‘married hiln

‘cuses . me of

with some other man.

“He says the reason I -.mn'ﬁ
with him is because somebody
is' glving me Batistaction.

“Dr. Crane, hiy charges are so
fantastic .and absolutely false, that
I would laugh at their’ ridicu-
lousness if it weren't. that our
home life is being d

“He decided I shouldn't:have any
money for -new clothes, apparently
thinking I was dressing up to please
some other man.

“Then, t6 hurt me and possibly biing

get revenge, he stayed out for
nights last week, not getting
He ‘nev

three
home
did

i

tehful. He will not let her otit
the house. He even cuts down

r allowance for clothes and be-
comes stingy. &
His second fear is that he is sex-
lly inferior to othér males. This
0 [ nces  his jealousy,
but it Hkewise makes him self -
crjtiesl.

‘When a man begins to worry and

I the sexual
realm; he soon throws himself in-
to a state 'of psychological impo-
tence.

Then he may start cursing and
berating his wife, or he may flee
info -arunkenness, excessive gam-
and other outlets for his tor-
tured spirit.

The wnole difficulty can be
cleared up quickly and successfully
w the t&cﬁ in my l}.'uuetln.
“Sex Pyoblem. ! Send
r‘ d return en plus a

ruined ‘Clar-
this  bulletin
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Ignorance -

ence'’s, Home ' ‘un

_ cleared up his misapprehensions.




