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What Is Happening: To
The Merchant Marine?

Any major power must have a merchant marine, the
U, 8. included. No nation which is engaged in world trade:
and which would be a principal belligerent, in the, event.
of ‘angdher war: could afford to depend on the’ merchant!
marihes: of: others.

The sad fact is that our merchant marine has been
declining — and at a time when _those of other: powers.,
have been increasing. On June 30, 1948, for example, we
had .amagtive fleet of 1,723 vessels of nom or
largby. while foreign flag’fleots consistedof’ Stichiives:
sels”As-of June 30, 1953, the latest date for wmch figures
are available, foreign fleets had riseh to 10,732. By: com--
parison on January 1 of this year our fleet. numbered on,
ly 1,208° vessels:

‘Hven: worse-is the shipbuilding situation. As: ofi Jaly
1, 19837 the U. S. private merchant mafife didn'f' Have a
smgle vessel, freight or Jaassenger ungder construction.

land, by contrast, had at that time. 2,144. fréigh

Séveen passeriger! smps either on ordesr or under: ¢
struetlhm Swedén, Norway, Japan, France ant the ottm
marftire’ nations all’ have acmve shipbuﬂding programs
underway.

Finally, many of the ships now our  fla, e
obsolestefit or;approaching it, and shotjmg replm:é%.ay

'Americanhassan' intérest! in the: merchant! mg
rine" — ‘and in the legislative problems and con sions
which are undermining it.
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. the' utﬂity isnitt répresentative of local ti,ment»md as-
. piragions, bec#use most of its stockhold live far away.
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8. Only 15 pér cent of themolﬁers

No doubt the Senator was Lﬁ(
honest e t it’s_probable th thise%aseless charge
will be re ovet- and over.
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l presid §3 Teaclier's College
in speak!ng at Mercer University.
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1§ was never. ifitended.that the
Oonstitution of “ the Upifted. States
should be a static document, hope-
ldssly rigid against the future.
When the Constitation .wassadopt-
edil the Unitdd States conaisted*of
135 former British colonies ‘on the
Elstern seaboard; today it is z:e
basic law of 48.states from the §t-
lantic to thecPacifi, froms Cunsa;;
to Mexjco. When' the Oonstitul
weds:adopted, the population of the

United States was about 3,000,000

persons;  today, ,the population h&$
grown to 160:900800. I would: be
beltboring & poifibito compnre the
numerous. contrasts. be m 1789
and’1964 ' not, the legst of which, is
our: deep involvemétit' in’ the. af-
fairs of Europé ahd Asts,
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