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' NEW YORK (P — Big Neik Johnston, pro basketball’s
scorer for the last two years, today credited a sore
with making all his sports dreams come true.

¢ Johnston, scoring star of the Philadelphia Warriors

n the National Basketball Association, came out of no-

ere to become a court ace. Originally he had been train-

by his hopeful father for a big league pitching career.

* “The sore arm changed all that,” Johnston grins hap-
y down from his rangy six feet, eight inches.

He was in the Philadelphia Phillies farm system just

pe-years ago, a promising fast ball pitcher who was a
gonus player signed while still a sophomore at Ohio State.
Mis father was happy but Neil wasn’t.
¢ Dad’s Dream

“It was my dad’s dream to see me play big league

eball,” the lantern-jawed Johnston recalled. “He would
ther see me play one baseball game than 50 basbetball
mes.”’

So Neil went his father’s way, pitching at Terre Haute
1949 and 1950 and posting an 11-12 record in each of
se years. In 1951 he was moved to Wilmington of the

dnterstate League and there his arm started “tightening

“They sent me to Tri-Cities in the Western Interna-

al League in 1952 but the arm was gone,” the tower-
g blond explained.- “I was a fast ball pitcher without a
t ball.”

That gave Johnston his “out.” Unable to pitch, he
Enaneuvered a meeting with Eddie Gottlieb, owner-coach
9f the Warriors. Gottlieb took one look, whipped out a
Bape measure and found that Neil was six feet, eight inch-

instead of the six, six which he told Gottlieb he stood.
Best Course

“Maybe some people think I was taking a second best

e,” said the young man from Chijllicothe, Ohio, “but

Metually I was always more interested in basketball than [land

¥ was in baseball.”
. | He had played a bit of basketball at Ohio State be-
oré becoming ineligible by signing a baseball contract.
he was rusty and, in addition, the Warriors had the
ens ational Paul Arizin. Thus, that first season, despite
8IS height Johnston stood in Arizin's shadow.
- % By then ‘Arizin was called into service and since th
jolnston has come into his own. .
“And he’ll be even greater in the next few years,”
tlieb lauded. “He learns fast and he works hard to
ect his faults.” :
‘There are those in pro basketball who snicker at
bhinston’s “awkwardness.” But nobody among the oppo-
illon Iaughs at the way he pours the ball through the

Gets Points
“Awkward or not,” Gottlieb declared, “he gets his
nts on accuracy with a fine hook shot and a good out-
shot. And Neil has more moves and deception than
big man I ever saw.”

He’s durable, too, this slow - speaking, fast -
ian who was honored by the New York writers Monday
8 the outstanding pro player of the year. In two years
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have to be a place for Neil.
Johnston is one pitcher who
ing arm went bad.

SPORTS

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. ™ — Out-
fielder Ted Williams leaves Sancta
Maria Hospital nere today on the
first step of the long road back to
active duty with the Boston Red
Sox. The slugger still wears the
laborate cast whici: the ail-
ing left collarbone he fractured
during the opening of spring prac-
tice at Sarasota, Fla., but this en-
cumbrance soon may be removed.

SUMMIT, N. J. @ — Welter-
weight champion Kid Gavilan of
Cuba, interrupts training for his

ight ch fonship fight
with champion Carl (Bobo) Olson
at Chicago April 2, today to fly
out to Chicago for a day’s work-
out before going to South Bend.
Ind, Wednesday night to receive
Notre Dame University’s “athlete
of the year award” of 1953. Gavi-
lan returns here Thursday to re-
sume training.

NEW YORK @ — Welterweight
contender Billy Graham of New
York will enter Flower Hospital
today for an appendectomy. The
operation will. cause a cancellation
of a bout with Vinnie D’Andrea at
Johnstown, Pa., March 25.

NEW YORK [ — Matchmaker
Teddy Brenner of Brooklyn’s East-
ern Parkway Arena today aban-
doned plans te revive the bantam-
weight class because of Nate
Brooks’ superiority and the lack of
public interest in the division. Mon-
day night young Brooks of Cleve-
North American ban
champion, won a “shut-out” non-
title decision over ex-champ Henry
(Pappy) Gault in a TV 10-round-
er. None of the three ring officials
gave Gault a round.
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'NOTICE

~_The first meeting of the Board of Equaliza- -
tion and Review of 1954 will be held at 10
M a. m. March 22, ia the m in

e

Maybe his dad jsn’t happy, but

tam |and

- Air_Force

regular-sea-
for the sec-
Final official |
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nament here Dec. 29-39. Two other
teams are to be selected for the
four-team tournament after bas-
ketball Chairman Claud Simons re-
turng from scouting NCAA finals
at Kansas City this Friday and
Saturday.

MONTREAL (P — The Detroit
Red Wings and their bellwether
Gordie Howe still ruled the Na-
tional Hockey League’s team and
individual standings today as the
six clubs headed into the final week
of their 70-game schedule. The
Red Wings were beaten twice dur-
ing last weekend by the fifth place
New York Rangers but still man-
aged to clinch' their sixth straight
NHL champioaship with 85 points,
eight more than the second place
Montrea] Canadiens and nine more
than the Toronto Maple Leafs.

NEW YORK @ -- George (Red)
Sullivan, sharpshooting center of
the Hershey Bears, needed only
six more points in the American
Hockey League season scoring mark
of 118 points. Sullivan picked up
eight points last week in games
played through Sunday to gain a
clear-cut lead over all other top
scorers. Of his total of 112 points,
30 have come on goals while he
has racked up 82 assists, bettering
the old league mark of 76 held
by Ab DeMarco.

NEW YORK M — The Holiday
Festival Tournament today snub-
bed all but ore New York college
turned to powerhouse teams
from elsewhere in the nation In
picking the fleld for its topnotch

1l carnival next Christmas
week. Instead or picking three lo-
cal teams in the eight-team fleld,
as had been the case in previous
“Festivals,” the selection commit-
tee named only St. John’s from the
local squads.
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Congress by Rep. Fran-
ces P. Bolton IR-O). An interna-
xS # gine then
used the figure, apparently on the
basis of Mrs. Bolton’s mention.
A couple of weeks ago a British
Sund; with a

tion of some five million asked the

Air Force about it and got a flat!

denial. But it went right ahead and
there were 70,000 illegiti-

mate babies.
Evidently it takes more than an
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SAFE in West Berlin, Lt. Ivano-
vich Grigoryev, Russian army of-
ficer, tells newsmen how he and
a girl friend decided to escape the
Red Zone while bringing a Com=~
munist soldier to headquarters.
Instead of returning, they took
shelter in the British sector and
were picked up by the authorities.
The lieutenant and “Fraulein X"
sought asylum but their prisoner
chose to return.  (International)

official statement to kill a rumor
like this,” Baker said,

: Fayetteville Church Distriet.

Not only was he active in his
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church parlor.

nelly Pridgen, also a
the local family and one of
State’s most outstanding
painters, - from a picture taken
around 1940, g
Guyton Smith, member of the
Presbyterian Church will
accept the painting on behalf of
the church and will place it in the

Come Drive

CHRYSLER
235 h.p.

Anything less
is yesterday's car

COATS MOTOR (O.

Coats, N. C.

2

v SUIT VALUES
TAILORED TO FIT EVERY BUDGET

Whatever price you '
plan to pay -

Whatever type you
plan to buy —

Whatever size you
wear —

You'll find it at
LEDER BROS.
——;
Year Round

Gabardine




