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Bv J.M. Little
Part 111

All the world, both religious
and secular, now is getting
ready to celebrate what they
call Christmas. You say it is
the birthday of the Lord Jesus
‘| Christ. Is It? Are you instruct-
ed in the Word of God to
celebrate the birth of the
Lord? Does the Bible say
when He was born? Do you
know when Christ was born?
The answer to all those
questions is ‘'no,"" You listen if
you can. May the Lord create
in you a ‘‘hearing ear" as to
what we have to say on this
subject. No one knows when
Christ was born. He did not
tell in the Scriptur®s when He
was born. He did not tell any of
the apostles to tell it either.
Nowhere in the Scriptures will
you find even the slightest hint
as to the exact time or date of
His Birth. And nowhere do we
have a commandment to cele-
brate His birth.

Listen to the Word of God as
to where this celebration
came from; ‘“Hear ye the
Word which the Lord speaketh
unto you, O house of Israel:
Thus saith the LORD, LEARN
NOT THE WAY OF THE
HEATHEN, and be not dis-
mayed at the signs of heaven:
for the heathen are dismayed
at them. For the customs of
the people are vain: FOR
ONE CUTTETH A TREE
OUT OF THE FOREST, the
work of the hands of the
workman, WITH THE AXE.
THEY DECK IT WITH SIL-
VER AND WITH GOLD:
THEY FASTEN IT WITH
NAILS AND WITH HAM-
MERS, THAT IT MOVE NOT.
(Jeremiah 10(14).

My friends, there is the
origin of your Christmas Tree.
The Jews were in Babylonian
captivity during this time and
took on the celebration of the
heathen. But the LORD (Jeho-
vah) said “learn not the way
of the heathen.” When we
were growing up as children
we would take the axe and go
out in the woods, cut a cedar
tree, nail two pieces of wood
across the trunk of the tree so
we could fasten it to the floor
with nails. Then we would put
silver and gold decorations on
it along with bulbs of all sorts
of colors. And in later years
Christmas lights have been
used. The heathen of old Baby-
lon started this pagan celebra-
tion. :

The LORD says don't do it.
You have a decision to make,
either you are going to obey
God, or you are going to give
assent to pagan tradition.

I'll never forget the day the
Lord first began to open my
eyes to my lost condition,
when He first gave me the
‘Effectual Call. I had been out
to the local church for the
usual Christmas program. Du-
ring the sermon I knew the
message was not going home
in my heart. Upon returning
home I went over to visit my
aunt and found her in the
kitchen cooking dinner. I told
her 1 had been out to the
church for the Christmas ser- |
mon. She promptly replied;
“all these holidays you all
celebrate are nothing but De-
mon Holidays.” She shoved
the message. '“Christmas A
Demon Holiday' by our late
pastor L.R. Shelton into my
hand. I went off somewhere
alone (so I thought) to read it.
I didn’t read very far into that
message and the Holy Spirit
opened my eyes to the fact I
was lost and had never been
saved. I saw what had been

the trouble all the while. I was
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lost even though 1 had joined’
the church and was baptized
at an early age, and even
though I had been very reli-
gious and had held leadership
posts as a young person in the
church. 1 had been looked
upon as the ideal boy in the
community, a leader among
the young folks. It was the
greatest surprise of my life to
find out I was lost. But I'll
never cease to praise the Lord
for opening my eyes to my lost
condition and bringing me
down in repentence and giving
me faith to lay hold on Christ
as my Lord and Saviour. The
Lord didn't deal with me over
just a short period as He has
some. But I praise the Lord He
put me under the Blood, re-
vealed Himself to my heart as
my Lord and my Saviour. I
know Whom I have believed.
The greatest thing in all this
world is just to know the Lord
Jesus Christ as your Lord and
your Saviour. Do you know
Christ? Many times a preach-
er will ask for everyone in the
congregation to hold up their
hands if they know Christ.
Preacher, why make those
folks tell the lies you de? Very
few people are saved. If I
asked the average preacher to
tell you how God saved him he
would be embarrassed.

I can leave my house and
drive up Beatties Ford Road
to I-85 bridge, I'll pass about a
dozen or more churches within
that four mile drive. The
pastors of all those churches
are going to have their chur-
ches put on a great Christmas
celebration but not one of
those preachers can tell a
sinner how God saves a sin-
ner. You cannot tell a sinner
how God saves a sinner unless
you know Christ!

When you link the precious
name of Christ with this pagan
celebration you are blasphe-
ming the name of the Lord.
Just think, you call yourself a
preacher and yet you are
leading your congregation to
blaspheme the name of Christ.
There is no fellowship between
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the temple of God and idols.
Practically every church I
know of is just a pagan tem-
ple. Now I realize this makes
you mad preacher, but you are
on the road to Hell and you are
leading your congregation to
Hell! We are told in the
Scripture to celebrate the
death of the Lord but not His
birth! The average preacher
does not preach the crucifix-
ion, the death and burial of
Christ. Let me talk to you
about the atonement and you
have business elsewhere. The
average preacher is just a
“‘con-artist.” I realize what I
am giving you is not popular,
but Bud I am not running a

popularity contest. You and I 3

are supposed to declare the
Word! The Scripture says
preach the Word. '

I went to see my uncle Joe
Ratliff before he died. Uncle
Joe gave me some cutting
words after I told him the
preachers were soft i
the Gospel. Uncle Joe had this
to say; “Christ said I am the ,
Way the Truth and the Life.” |
Then he asked me, “Why have
anything else?’’ Then he said,
“If the Lord called me to
carry the Word I'd carry the
Word!"" Now brother, that is
my determination. Preach the
Word! Carry _the Word! It
doesn’t matter what you think
about me or the Word. The |
Word is the Word and you'
cannot change it. God’'s Word |
will never pass away. It'll be |
standing when you long rob- |
bed devils, who go in the name
of preachers are dead and in

Hell! Now you let that soak
in. :

Go in the average church
and you never hear about
Christ dying for sinners and
that Christ is the sinner's only
hope. It is always some pro-
gram or something else that
magnified. Or as Bro. Shelton
used to say, man is deified and
Christ is humanized. I know
that is so. If I'd go in the
average church in this town
and tell how God saves a
sinner in the dust and ashes of
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repentence, the preachers and| %

congregations would brand
me crazy and throw me out.

“Curseth be the man that}::
trusteth in man, and maketh|::
flesh his arm, and whose heart |3
LORD |
(Jer. 17:5). Are you going to |
believe what the LORD says |3
about this pagan celebration §::

departeth from the

or will you trust the arm of the
flesh which is pagan tradi-
tion? This celebration is just

pagan tradition. Pagans star- |
ted it. What will you do my [
friend?’ There is no neutral
ground. You are either going |
to come out of it or rebel f

against God and go in it.
Christmas is idolatry!
(Wherefore my dearly belov-
ed, flee idolatry. I Cor. 10(14),
Then listen again; *...that
which is highly esteemed a-
mong men is abomination in
the 'sight of God." (Luke
16:15). Now you think serious-
ly about these things my
friends and I plead with you to

take a stand for the truth. If |

the world runs after a thing
you flee from it. ““Little child-
ren, keep yourselves from
idols.” (I John §:21).

The Lord willing we will con-
tinue the series on Demon
Possession in late December.
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We give you an invitation to
worship with us Sunday De-
cember 19th in the Deep Creek
Baptist Church, Wadesboro,
N.C. 28170. Come and bring a
friend with you. Be with us at
11:00 a.m., come looking for a

_ blessing.
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Charlotte Post

Bill Johnson’s
Sports Beat

Gerald Johnson’s
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Hoyle Martin’s
Editorials & Comments

Vernon Jordan’s
To Be Equal

Sidney Moore Jr.’s
Features

James Cuthbertson’s
Sports

Melvetta Jenkins’
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Human Interest
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City of Charlotte
An Equal Opportunity

Employer

PROGRAM ANALYST

Conduct special studies eval-
uating the -efficiency and ef-
fectiveness of departmental
rations and programs. Re-
views and analyzes depart-
mental objeclives and assists
in developing productivity
measures.
Graduate degree in public
administration, business ad-
ministration, _operations re-
search or mathematics or Ba-
chelors Degree in a relevant
field plus 2-4 yrs. of directly
related experience. -
Send resume to:

D.A. LAWING

Personnel Dept.

City of Charlotte

600 E. Trade St.
Charlotte, N.C. 28202
Equal Opportunity

Employer

——
COMPUTER OPERATOR
Class 1 Motor Freight Car-
rier located at Intersection of
I-85 and Little Rock Road,
currently seeking computer
operator...take in disc expe-
rience. Company has Univac
9400 and 9480 models. Day
Shift position. Apply personnel
department Monday thru Fri-
day; 8-5.

Akers Motor Lines Inc.,
Equal Opportunity Employer
Male - Female

ORDER
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GENERAL WELDING
SERVICE CERTIFIED
WELDERS

Custom Trailer Hitches Shop
& Portable Equipment
Ornamental Iron Work

Steel Fabricating

Aluminum Welding & Brazi

" “We travel anywhere" )
800 W. Morehead St.- 376-4181

By Herman
167 - 302 281
478 304 297
523 780 965

FO

Used relrigerators, extra

l

3400 Wilkinson Blvd.
Phone 392-2381

.- All classified advertising is payable in ad-
_vance.

A minimum charge of $3.00 is made for
-insertions of 25 words or less. Charges thereafter
-are $3.00 per insertion; with a charge of 12 cents
per word for each word over the 25 minimum. No
refunds given.

Advertising with the identity of the advertiser
or the advertiser's address withheld bear an
additional charge of $3.00 per insertion. These
ads are accepted in strict confidence. No
information will be given by the Charlotte Post
concerning advertiser.

DEADLINE i

Deadlines for receipt of copy for classified
advertising are at 5 p.m. Monday. Cancellations
must be made before these deadlines.

. OTHER INFORMATION
. Card of thanks are $5.00 each payable in
advance. Memorial notices and resolutions of'

respect and legals are charged at regular
classified rates.
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NOTICE TO BROKERS ON
HUD ACQUIRED
PROPERTIES

INSURED SALES
381-092805-235
125 Springhill Rd.,
Matthews
SALES PRICE
$13,000
MAXIMUM MORTGAGE
AMOUNT
$12,600

e highest offer from a OWN-
R OCCUPANT OR INVEST-
R meeting or exceeding the
inimum advertlised price
bmitted by the close of
iness December 27, 1976 in
sealed envelope indicating
1) Case no., (2) Property
ddress, (3) Either "OWNER
CUPANT" OR “INVEST-
R", (4) Expiration date of
ffer period, and (5) Return
ddress will be accepted.

DELETION OF HUD
ACQUIRED PROPERTIES
-SOLD-
381-096729-235
406 Cherrywood L.,

Charlotte

381-132938-221
Lot 1, Somerset Dr.,
(Grastonia

381-116482-235
4703 Plaza Rd.,
Gastonia

UD PROPERTIES MUST
E SOLD WITHOUT RE-
ARD TO PROSPECTIVE
URCHASER'S RACE, SEX,
OLOR. RELIGION, OR NA-
TIONAL ORIGIN.

Brokers may obtain listing
from Department of Housing
and Urban Development
415 N. Edgeworth Street
Greensboro, North Carolina
27401
Telephone No. 378-5692

Call Us For The
Very Best In

FLORAL DESIGNS
Givens Florist HAYNES PIANO
|l TUNING & REPAIR
SERVICE
19 YRS. EXPERT
ANTIQUE PUMP
ORGAN
REPAIR &
RESTORING
KEY RESTORING
CALL 394-5541
CHARLOTTE

2221 Keller Ave.

In back of the West

Charlotte Drive-In

399-0904
or

i 523-3648

GRIER FUNERAL SERVICE, INC,

2310 Statesville Avenue '
Phone: 332-7109 - Charlotte, N. C. 28206
! 704 Walkup Avenue
Phone: 283-5423 - Monroe, N. C. 28110
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R. V. C,, Inec.
TRACY TRIGG TRAILERS
Sales and Service
We Appreciate Your Business
Telephone: 537.7844 ;
E. Independence Charlotte, North Carolina

B IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE
IN THE CHARLOI'TE POST

FORRENT
ROSELAND

1 TO GET THE
| PosTjUST

COMPLETE THE
COUPON BELOWY

1 AND MALL TO:
CHARLOTTE POS1
TOTAL JELECTRIC P O- BOX 97
' Charlotte, N. (.
.Refrigerator & Stove Fur- 28230

nished .Vinyl Flooring

Private Entrances One year $8.00 i
Nearly Leases 13 weeks $3 0o N
Conveniently Located Near !

Payment enclosed
Six months $5.50 '

Schools. Churches & Trans-
hportation.

. ;
For More Information s Two years $14.00
> _I_I-_)IA!..__ . ) Bill Me Later
523-0440 .
a 4 i Address it
i %l $ Gits e
1210 Pressley Rd. Staste - ———._7Zip. . __

'ONE BEDROOM
$110

TWO BEDROOM - $125.00
* PONDEROSA %

GREAT LOCATION
* % % WEST BLVD AT KENHILL % % %

CALL-399.5592
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