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By Hoyle H. Martin Sr.
Post Executive Editor

The Charlotte City Council’s deci-
sion on Monday to retain a Civil War
monument which it had not previ-
ously authorized is an insult to all
black people and many white people
in our city.

Furthermore, the POST believes
that to keep the 6-foot-high monu-
ment on the front lawn of City Hall is
to tarnish the Council’s contribution
to the Martin Luther King Memorial
Statue effort and to cause anyone
with a knowledge of American histo-

~  ry-to wonder what our local govern-
ment’s views are with regard to
peace and justice.

Larry Walker, organizer of the
drive to erect a Civil War monument
in honor of 2,700 local confederate
soldiers, said his aim is to preserve
‘“‘our cultural heritage.”” This is a
heritage characterized by institu-
tionalized racism, violent physical
attacks upon black people and dis-
franchisement. Walker’s monument
is simply a reminder of the sectiona-
lism that divided the nation; the

~ dehumanizing institution ;
and its aftermath of tion and,
discrimination; and ering psy-
chological, wounds of war, hatred
and confusion

It was these kinds of conditions
created in America over 100 years
ago and their continuing impact that
has given rise to the need for m
like Dr. Martin Luther King.

Thus, in spite of the hate-produc-
ing forces that Walker’s monumen
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ore, rights
leader’s closest associates said ‘‘his
indictment of segregation, discrimi-
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__ that without slavery and without the

MCN

J

nation and poverty was a hurricane
of fire that opened a new era of

struggle for freedom.” It has been
because of these qualities that mo-
numents have been erected across
this land in honor of King. He has
left a legacy and a heritage of how
good men of courage and conviction
can and do arise in times of chaos
and hatred to bring about peace and
unders ing.

It is in truth, a historical fact that
King symbolizes and reflects the
heritage of the soldiers of the
Confederacy too. What we mean is

Civil War and its aftermath, there
might not have been a need for a
Martin Luther King to rise to the
heights to puncture the conscious-
ness of evil-doing men so that they
might begin to perform moré hu-
-manly. King’s contributions are in
essence reflected in the words of a
historian who said, “There are no
great men, but simply great events

BLACK-ON-BLACK /
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' Crime Must Be Curbed

that demand great deeds from hum-

ble people.”’
The POST, therefore, believes

was wrong in its decision on this
matter and we applaud Councilman
Harvey Gantt’s comment on the
issue when he said, “The symbolic
effort of a City Council in 1977...glo-
rifying a war that was fought to deny
civil rights to a part of the citizenry,
cuts deeply. I'm afraid I’ll have to
vote against this monument.”

The POST hope that the City
Council ‘and the citizenry will think
carefully about Mr. Gantt’s words
8o that in the future we might erect
markers-that reflect the good that

comes , from _that
best helps to build a prosperous
futare. :
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~quite strongly that the city councti U NNited Presbyterians Face

Long Agenda In Assembly

PHILADELPHIA, Pa. - Is-
sues ranging from a study of
the federal tax system to the
ordination of avowed, practic-
ing hombsexuals will be deci-
ded  next month when the

Should the regional units be
asked to support the rights of
employees in the stormy dis-
pute between members of a
union and a large clothing
manufacturer?

highest policy-setting body of Is it time to hold only
the United Presbyterian biennial meetings of the Gene-
Church meets here. rgl Assembly?

Commissioners (voting de- Reports from several coun-
legates) from throughout the cils and agencies, as well as
country will debate on these overtures (petitions for act-
and scores-of other-

the 189th General Assembly nits will go first to committees

(1977) which opens in the Civic  and potentially to plenary ses-
'1 g 1 i X i L

““It is time for black sororities and
fraternities to stop , pool their
monies, and BUY (the buildings)
what they are dancing in!” said
Lillian P. Benbow in Ebony maga-

“Funds realized from moratori-
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'Time To Stop “The Dance”

even when we can.

We must encourage our youth to
enter the legal profession, patronize
black businesses to help create jobs,
support black elected officials, co-
operate with the police and help the
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Deadline for all news copy and photos is 5 p.m. |
J] Monday. All photos and copy submitted becomes §
the property of the Post, and will not be returned.

local association of black ac-

countants can develop a sys-
making between $5,000 and tem of collecting, reporting,
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questions due to be dealt with at the General Assembly. .
by the are: The Task Force

? but does not plan to present its
What actions should the As- final report until 1978. Two
sembly take on behalf of the overtures to this year's As-
needs and rights of children? sembly, however, ask that the
Shouid the church approve - church declare itself
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bute and using the money ﬁ
kind would meet our approval,
minds. wages for a bank receipt only
Just think what could be because we believe that the
done in Charlotte to erase system can be trusted whether
many of the devastating con- individuals can be trusted or
ditions which stalk our com- not, Each pay period those
munity. Housing, medical m-nmmuw
care, supportive educational share give one 'MLM
programs, support for our toasystem that with
cherished 5 very little accountability to
mic and tical individual supporters.
emﬂdboa::!:.lymmdby Certainly, if we can find the
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Can it be done?
First of all, I'm sure that the
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wal will make its final report
at the Philadelphia Assembly.
It deals at length with under-
standings of theology that
have grown out of work by
Christians in developing coun-
tries and in racial minority
settings, emphasizes the im-
portance of lay participation,
and proposes that a perma-
nent Committee on Theologi-
cal Reflection be established
to help the whole church un-
“dertake new-ways-of thinking
about God.

New appro

ght by the Joint Committee on
Union, which suggests that the
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all but advertised ‘“no blacks need apply.”
-Leading this
. white campaig

come up with a welfare reform package that
-mbllﬁunminimmninmmemmw
which no ( AT

? Vernon E. Jordan Jr.
Republicans’ Future

The Republican Party, stung by the role black
voters played in electing President Carter, is
engaged in an internal debate between those who
would seek additional black votes and those who
want to write blacks off and go after the Wallace
legacy. _

Former Nixon aide Patrick Buchanan is
spokesman for the latter view. He actually
believes that deceptive programs like Nixon’s
“black capitalism” and the bloc grant urban aid
programs that benefitted suburbs represent
concern for black aspirations. Thus, he sees
blacks as ungrateful for all Nixon and Ford did
for them. Significantly, he doesn’t mention
astronomical black unemployment rates, ero-
sion of economic gains of the '60’s and other
legacies of misrule. ;

Fortunately, other leading Republicans recog- -
nize the hollowness of Buchanan’s argument and
have indicated their intention to woo black votes.

votes in the near future, but all it would take to
put a Republican candidate in contention for the
White House would be a small shift in black votes -
in key states, s o

So, wisely, the Party is.funding an effort to
recruit black candidates and enroll black voters.
But just opening the Party’s doors a crack isn’t
enough. If blacks are to believe that welcome
mat is real, they’ll have to see other blacks in
visible positions of real power within Party
counsels

The lack of blacks in policy-making positions |

‘helped lead the framers of the 1976 election _

campaign into | .a national effort that

helped elect Jimm, y Carter by

not be an over procesmupendon
concrete actions, not rhetoric. The Party’s
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image is projected by its acts, and its Congres-
sional tion has the opportunity to demon-
strate that it can act in the interest of America’s

economically disadvantaged.
will can en choose to sabo-

Republican Congressm

job-creation legislati will they choose
?:?ammmmmm%m
sals for putting people back to work? Will they

will fall, or will they just figh
whatever reforms others propose? Will they take
the initiative in devising ways to aid hard-press-
ed urban aréas with large poverty populations,
orwillthﬂirenhinindlﬂ_umt?

So the Republican desire to attract more black
voters will mean a serious drive to make its
ruponﬁvembhckneadl.m::;vm
are sophisticated- can’t
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50 apartments. - many other areas which would
‘On an average, benefit from such a fund, the
said, “a lender will guaranteed money it would
enun::: For example, such a fund
worth ‘would have produced the $50,
"""':" 000 needed for the Martin
insure Luther King Jr. statue in one

ject. But day.
$250,000 On a national basis, such a
fund would have easily bailed
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it : ' While this idea of a Black

' in Charlotte Community Development

i pavelop fuch & SYSem  Fund sounds good in theory,

chaded, "having thet bind o N e

::um-«nm We don't. But we can
makes & lot of positive nd out easily
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example to explore, there are 'hmth.l.




