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Cailorials < COnmen s

Support King Statue Drive

By Hoyle H. Martin Sr.
Post Executive Editor

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. contri-
buted a great deal to the cause of
justice and humanity at a time when
our nation was racked with a cance-
rous racism, violence, hatred and
global conflict.

He helped to restore a degree of
sanity to our<nearly insane society.
He preached racial tolerance, non-
violence, love-thy-neighbor and pea-
ce. For these efforts King was
attacked by the lunatic-fringe in that
“he was,”” as one writer said,
“‘stoned, stabbed, reviled and spat
upon when he lived, but in death
there was a shattering sense that a
MAN of ultimate goodness had lived
among us.”

King’s quest for peace and justice,
as this column has noted before, was
80 strong that he gave his life for it
and in so doing gained more respect
for black Americans in a little more
ﬁnadecadethanhadheendonein

the preceeding 100 years.

The deceased civil rights leader’s
impact was not limited to black
Americans. Through probing the
consciousness of the white man’s
mind, he altered the realization that
to degrade blacks and deny them
justice required denying themselves
the same justice. President Carter

made this very clear when he said
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 did as
much for southern whites as it did
for blacks and made it possible for
himself, a southern, to be elected to
the presidency of the United States-

We have made these few remarks

“about Dr. King to remind us - black

and white - of the importance of

giving financially to the MLK statue .

fund drive effort. We won’t dignify
any of the reasons for not supporting
this worthwhile effort except to say
that none of them are equal to the
full meaning of what Dr. King’s
statue will symbolize - honesty,
justice, peace and goodwill - for our
community and to anyone passing
through our city.

It’s time to stop thLe petty discus-
sion about whether black folk or
white folk should carry the leader-
ship or make the greater committ-
ment to the statue effort. King will
be remembered not as a black man,
but rather as a man among many
shadows of men.

Support the King financial drive
not simply with your dollars, but
with an act of a renewed committ-
ment to humanity, brotherhood and
love, yes, love and respect for the
humblest of human beings. Let your
support be reflected in the King
legacy.

Higher Minimum Wage Essential

It is ironic that some black leaders
around the country are reportedly
opposed to raising the minimum
wage on the assumption that such a
raise will add to the already deplor-
ably high unemployment rate a-
mong blacks.

Undoubtedly these opponents of a
higher minimum wage have been
listening to the advise of Jack
Carlson, Chief Economist for the
conservative Chamber of Com-
merce of the United States. He said a
minimum wage increase would rai-
se the upemployment rates among
teenagers, minoritig, low.g ed,
inexperienced and marginal work-
ers. In fact, since 1938 the minimum
wage has risen 12 times and each
time the Chamber of Commerce has
argued that a higher minimum wage
would cause not only unemploy-
ment, but also renewed inflation.

However, a review of U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor statistics tells a dif-
ferent story. Following raises in
the minimum wage in 1938 and 1939
unemployment actually re-
spectively 2 percent and 2.6 percent
in the immediate years to follow.
Furthermore, the majority of the 12
minimum wage increases were fol-
lowed by declines in unemployment.
This points out the fact that mini-
mum wage laws are based on the
fairly accurate assumption that em-
ployers generally can afford to pay
the new higher minimum wage.

The Chamber’s second argument
against a higher minimum wage is
that it is inflationary. No one can
honestl tion the truthfulness of
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this danger, however, “it is also
possible,” Vernon E. Jordan Jr., has
noted recently, “‘that increased in-
come will be translated into higher
spending and thus, into
production.” Jordan said further,
“why should low wage workers
(always) bear the brunt of efforts
to hold down inflation.”

Such low wage workers are alrea-
dy carrying the burden of the
nation’s fight against inflation. Fur-
thermore, even with the minimum

wage increase to $2.65 currently
. ’ . ini e + 10 5€ the captives free
by the Carter administra- mmh:
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LETTERS TOTHE EDITOR

Responses To The Dr. King Memorial

To: The Charlotte Post
From: Leon C. Riddick, Min-
ister, Mount Carmel Baptist
_Church 3201 Tuckaseegee
Road, Charlotte, North Caro-
lina 28208

Date: July 18, 1977

Re: Martin Luther King Jr.
Memorial

I would like to commend

Gerald O. Johnson for his
comments in the July 14 edi-
tion of the Post, **As I See It.”
I most certainly agree that
this memorial statue to the
late Dr. King is a most inap-
propriate way to honor him.
His life was about helping

the AFL-CIO,™ c, 1
upwards to 3-million full-time work- 9emecratic, and unchristian

ers may belocked into a sub-poverty
income level that will need to be
supplemented by relief payments.
Our assumption here is based on
AFL-CIO research which says that a
worker earning as much as $2.92 per
hour is at the poverty level. In
addition, since an average urban
family of four living on a subsis-
tance budget in 1976 needed an
income of $10,041, the $2.65 per wage
proposal is hardly adequate.

Thus, the working poor have little
incentive to keep working and the
unemployed see little need to seek
work since both are locked into
endless poverty.

Let us encourage our law makers
to give that always forgotten ele-
ment in our labor force an adequate
living wage and let the rest of us
commit ourselves to sharing any
unfortunate consequences - inflation
- that may occur from such a higher
minimum wage.

By Gerald O. Johnson
I am sure many of you read
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lue depreciates as your age
appreciates. Therefore, it is
not enough to be athletically
inclined to be successful in our
society. You must have some-
thing else to offer to society
once your athletic ability 1s
valueless.

That something else more

encumbrances. His work was
not accomplished by erecting
statues for the dead but by
collecting money from the
living for the support of a
movement that changed the
course of human events for the
nation and especially the Sou-
th.

A more appropriate memo-
rial for. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., would be a perpetual

ip fund that would
aid students in our universi-
ties and colleges in the area of
the Social Sciences who need
financial aid in order to secure
an education. As Black people
we have already put too much
‘money in the ground for the
dead and not enough to allevi-
i1 the sufferings of humani-
'. A statlue costing $50,000 or
+0 is not in keeping with
i1 priorities of the Christ who
A7
+as hungry and you gave
e meat, I was thirsty and
you gave me water, I was a
stranger and you took me in,
naked and you clothed me, I

often than not can be gained
through a college education.
With a degree you can reshape
your lifestyle and still make it.

the poverty situation a hard-
ship athlete has been exposed
to.

A poverty stricken youth
sees the opportunity to leave
the ghetto environment

name for himself, and wait to
be drafted as a hardship case,
Overnight he finds that he has
become a rich man. More
often than not his mental
maturity has not grown as
rapidly as his wealth. Conse-
quently, his wealth vanishes
almost as rapidly as it ap-
peared.

Some people have suggested
that if they were in this
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was sick and you visited me, |
was in prison and you came
unto me."’

A statue in the park would
be strickly ‘“for the birds,"”
and the Lord Jesus Christ, nor
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
gave their lives ‘‘for the
birds.""

Dear Sir:

In answer to the article in
the Charlotte Observer on
Sunday, June 12, 1977 where
Rev. Barnette ‘“‘admonished
the black community collec-
tively for not supporting the
Martin Luther King Memorial

. Gentlemen:
A thaLbe 1008, S a1k Sk o

Obligation to ‘give is ad -
individual decision and like
any other organization, ““The
Fund"” can only solicit for
money not body and soul.

Before you place bronze,
etc., in the park for people to
view, one should consider the
following: -

The United Negro College
Fund slogan states ‘“The mind
is a terrible thing to waste,”
agreed? Johnson C. Smith
University, a black university
of higher learning, has two
historical sites on its campus
recognized to be worthy of
‘restoration. Fact!

Would this not be more in
keeping with ‘feeding the
mind and more accessible to
the black community and aid
to a black institution by select-
ing an onsite location memo-
rializing Dr. King?

What would be better? Pi-
geons resting or minds ex-
panding.

If this is not enough to
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Athletes And The Hardship

Cases

. Not

a bad idea, but
one that the facts will not bear
out.

Once a hardship athlete
starts drawing a paycheck,
that'’s it. He feels that since he
is making more money with-
out a degree than most people
make with a degree, why
bother. Moreover, he is spend-
ing too much time living the
life of glamor. Consequently,
he will never return. Yet year
after year athletes continue to

consider think about all that
money leaving our black com-
munity. )

Mrs. Ethel Watermann

Post Is Gift To

‘Church Office

First Baptist Church
1801 Oaklawn Ave.
Charlotte, North Carolina
Phone: (704) 372-1075
July 18, 1977
The Charlotte Post
2606-B West Boulevard
Charlotte, N.C. 28208

subscription to The Charlotte
Post. Please send to the above
address. This is a gift for the
church office. Please begin as
of July 23.

Thank you sincerely,
Cedric H. Jones

Children’s Theatre

Says Thanks

Dear Mr. Johnson:

Children’'s Theatre wishes to
thank you for your support
of our plays and workshops
through public announce-
ments and advertising. Be-
cause of your help, we have
had a most successful year. -

I would like to meet you this
summer and discuss our new
plans for next season's pro-
ductions and the revised edu-
cation plan program we will
offer in the fall. 3

Again, thank you for your
encouragement and support.

Sincerely,
Carol Alexander
General Manager

Instead, making $100,000
year he will live like a king on

financial stability. Note, that
our example was extremely
generous. Most athletes will
last only 10 years at most.
Most will not earn $100.000
a year. Therefore, our

will change drastically. On a
ten year career leaving every-

-bas

Vernon E. Jordan Jr.

B Blackout,1977

When the lights went out in New York City we
came face-to-face with urban anarchy in its most
terrifying form. Large sections of the City fell
prey to looting, burning and lawlessness.

New Yorkers were horrified, not least among
them the poor people in whose neighborhoods
most of the outrages took place. Innocent people
found themselves burned out of their homes and
terrorized by the breakdown to order in the

streets.

After the crisis passed, they were faced with
essential neighborhood services gone -- food
stores, cleaning establishments and clothin“
stores burned or looted. Lives already made
difficult by poverty and hardship became

significantly harder.

That’s a part of the New York story that has
been neglected by the media focus on the acts of
looting and on the arrests. All of the attention has
been placed on the violence and little on the
victims of that violence. The storekeepers whose
businesses were lost or damaged were not the
only victims — their customers and employees
and neighbors will suffer from the blackout

looting too.

It would be a mistake to assume that this was
just a repeat version of the riots of the late 1960s.
Racial violence was absent this time —- black and

i c-owned stores wére not immune from
looting, and there was no overt racial conflict

behind the attacks.

Many people in other cities should not be smug
about the New York tragedy. It's a national
past-time to downgrade New York and to
exaggerate its problems. But what happened in
New York could easily happen in any of our

cities.

For national policies of neglect have led to the
creation of an urban wilderness peopled by
victims of poverty, discrimination and jobless-
ness. We have created a large underclass of
people with no stake in our society, embittered

of behavior

people w excl ion from the mainstream
"B rfict, socey's Values”and

Many of the looters were young people. In the
affected neighborhoods, up to two-thirds of
minority youngsters who want to work can’t find
jobs. At the same time as they despair of finding
work and live in substandard housing, they are
exposed by a consumer-oriented mass society to
a constant barrage of ads encouraging the good
life, a life they know is beyond their reach.

So when, as in the blackout conditions, the
opportunity presents itself to walk away with the
color t.v.s, the appliances, and clothes our
society values so highly, they do so. The bonds of
conventional behavior are broken, and anarchy

reigns.

To explain is not to condone. For every looter,
there were many dozens of people, equally poor,
who stayed off the streets and who shared the

horror at what was ha

ppening. Those people, as

!’ve said, are the real victims of the tragedy, for
it is their neighborhoods that were ravaged.
But it is too easy just to condemn the looters. It
goes without saying that punishment must take
place if we don’t want a repetition of that night of
shame. At the same time, we've got to under-
stand the social conditions that gave rise to the

lawlessness and do something about them.

thing else constant our athlete
will only earn $21,276.60 a year
based on age 65.

these points:
1) Athletic ability is not for-

2a'mum education is for-
er.

3) Budget your earnings while
being an athlete on age 65,

4 Hluamnmlomm..
your

money.

It is not much that can be
done or said to make Joe
Caldwell's situation any ea-
sier to bear. But Joe Cald-
well's hardship can be used to

:

Vernon Jordan has recently
attacked President Jimmy
Carter on unfulfilled promises

»

the President has made to
black people. Jordan has said
administration is more
concerned with balance bud-



