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Urban League And Urban Challenge

By Hoyle H. Martin Sr.
Post Editorial Writer

Last week a study was presented
to the Charlotte Chamber of Com-
merce that showed the overall gap in
the quality of life between blacks
and whites in Charlotte-Mecklen-
burg.

The presentation was in effect a
successful bid to gain Chamber
support for the establishment of a
local chapter of the National Urban
League, a 67-year old organization
that seeks to help blacks get more
and better jobs in business and
industry and aids people in adjusting
to urban living. more recent
years the League has put consider-
able emphasis on job opportunities
for college trained minorities.

The study itself is a socio-
economic needs analysis survey that
is a required part of any application
to establish a local Urban league
Chapter. The 65-page study, pre-

pared by the Sociology Department

of that ot wnites, the urban environ-
ment is further destroying black
family life and blacks have only a
50-50 chance of living to age 65 while
whites have a 3 to 1 chance.

This sad state of black affairs

began most assuredly in 1970 when |

former Harvard sociologist and a
past assistant secretary of labor
Daniel P. Moynihan issued a contro-
versial call for a period of ‘‘benign

neglect’’ of black people’s problems. |
This “‘neglect’” appears more than

evident today as witnessed by the ;
National Urban League’s Vernon
Jordan and Congressman Parron
Mitchell’s comments.

In commenting on President
Carter’s urban policy, Jordan said,
“‘If indeed the urban policy commits ;
no massive infusion of funds and
creative innovation, it would amount :
to a declaration of defeat; and
admission that our cities will be left
todie.”” More recently, Rep. Parron
Mitchell (Dem., Md.), chairman of
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' 1978 Questionnaire
Resulis Released

For the sixth consecutive year, people in
Iredell, Lincoln and Mecklenburg counties have
responded to my annual questionnaire, to speak

L

| issues.

out for themselves on issues of the day. Once

again, over 20,000 individuals responded to the
questions in the poll. Over 350 included their
additional comments about the issues in sepa-
rate letters or on the questionnaire itself. As
expected, the selection of controversial topics
encouraged people to express themselves on the

L 4

© Some respondents commented that the sub-
jects were too complex to answer with a ‘‘yes”’ or
“no”’; while others protested that the questions
‘were too simple. I tried to bend in the direction
of simplicity in order to get a wider range of .

of Johnson C. Smith University and  the Congressional Black Caucus, Sl S i

the Institute for Urban Studies at told President Carter that a trend Know]ng Their H'Btory Will Give Them gart’:i,c_ipation. Complex .or simple, a “yes” or

UNC-Charlotte, relies heavily upon tut:;veartd r;gt-:]ms thinking may no” is ct;:e only option I have when casting a .
data sources and has aten eral programs aiding ' . vote in Congress.

little comparative information. the poor. “We've seen destructive A New Found Sense Of Identity The Panama Canal elicited comments from :

The study shows, for example,

attacks being mounted against

respondents who thought the wording of the

that 67 percent of all area blacks human survival programs..” he ; . y question ‘“‘too biased” or inaccurately stated. It '
held low-skill jobs in both 1970 and  said. The Meanmg Of The Rand Report boils down to an individual’s interpretation of the '
1976 but that black males in such

Black Contrel

By Bayard Rustin

in the labor market. In 1930

issue. The vital canal, with its locks and '

: 3 s . Most importantly, the ° Ny k

jobs dropped from 75.8 percent in Special to the Post the average black worker had 1008 t strongly controls, is just as much U.S. “property’’ as my

1960 to 64.2 percent in 1970. Yes Urban League, need analysis  1nmorethana few respects, nearly ¢ fewer years of formual rights Y mortgaged ﬁlouse is my property. To dispose of ity :
Futhermore, 46.7 percent of black  certainly indicates that Charlotte 1 ;mm ms;“m s aeq':f‘.: workmo.nB‘;ro?;mpm. o de o it exclusively with racial - without compensation is to ‘‘give” it away. More

Charlotteans lived in “low value gz;ds 11'33?\,2';“:& ggﬁ’?m ed an almost theological fla- dropped to a little over year. issues will soon become obso- important than the wording is that the people in

housing” in 1960 but this fell to 44.9
percent in 1970.

In the area of unemployment, the
study revealed the well known fact
that blacks continue to have a

League, nor any other organization,
is a pancea to the problems and
needs of black Charlotteans.

If anything, an Urban League

vor. Rather than focusing on

earthly realities, the debaters

prefer to discuss abstractions
such as white quilt, the mean-
ing of equal ty, and
the legacy of black slavery.

Another major factor, the
report points out, has been the
steady industrialization of the
South. The transformation of
the south from a backward,
tradition-bound province into

lete. While few will deny that
racial discrimination stub-
bornly persists in certain in-
dustries and regions, it is no
longer the major determinant

the 9th District were given a chance to express :
themselves on the issue. Who else in Washington -
has asked their opinion? ’

On Saturday mail delivery, a surprising 61 _
percent majority favors discontinuing the ser- .

: L : . 1 : of black economic well-being. oty .

jobless rate of more than twice that branch will primarily heighten the  As interesting as these sub a modern industrial region -~ vice in order to forego a postage increase. The .
of whites. For blacks the jobless challenge we as black people face in jocts might be, they oversha- hasproducedsteadily increas- _ Rather than concentrating  Pogtal Rate Commission should look at this :
rates is 9.6 percent compared to 4.4  Our quest for an improved quality of R S g e e e Wy e '
of quota-oriented affirmative

action plans, the Rand study
suggests

percent for whites. In addition, the
study showed that black Charlot-
teans are far behind whites in
-income, home ownership and years

County) are ‘to unwed mothers, 8°t better training, a new attitude pecoming more alike in those Americanms, e Now, with the needless re- a few of the major issues. Copies of the report :
.integrated quality education has mgeparetoembrace new chal- :::ri:l!:fl producing higher As I see it, the RAND study mdﬁudalmlrmln will be mailed to each home in the 9th i
escaped too many black youths, ' have made significant gainsin  Of1ors the black community an 1. for debate on quotas. the  ConEressional District.

black family incomes are only 59 Are you ready to accept these NeW the area of education, in prov- PPl cunity to reexamine old - Te Ce e eal coalition

percent (slightly better in Charlotte)  challenges, if not why not? ' TR RO pretescegs:
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life. We must give more support and
recognition to black owned business
as the Charlotte LBDO did last
week, we must establish credit

quotas and other forms of
affirmative action really

effective means for advancing
the economic and social posi-
tion of minority groups in

iong to the study, ‘“‘are simply

ing their competitive position

fringes of the southern eco-
nomy. ‘“There is no question,”
the researchers said,' that
blacks are at least equal par-
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Failure Is A Package Deal?

another, more

is once again endangered.

sentiment and give the matter further :
_before increasing first-class mail rates. g

government banning saccharin and hair

ing of how the people of North Carolina feel about

Thanks for sending in your views.
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