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"My special talent is to 
understand the policies and 
mechanics of getting things 
done in the legislature," 
asserted Parks Helms. Demo- 
cratic candidate seeking re-e- 
lection in the state House of 
Representatives, 26th Dist- 
rict. 

Helms introduced 35 to 40 
specific piece· of legislation in 
the general assembly ( House 
and Senate), this year. 

One of these bills, which was 

defeated, would have elimina- 
ted the death penalty and 
substituted a term of life 
imprisonment for first degree 
murder and rape. After serv- 

ing S years a convict could 
request a jury hearing to 
determine if he is eligible for 
parole. 

Another bill introduced by 
Helms would allow (or the 
merit (election of judges. In- 
stead of many judges running 
unopposed, 60 percent of the 
voters would have to vote 
"ye·" for that judge to stay in 
office. If a judge is rejected by 
the voters, the general assem- 

bly would nominate another 
candidate and the governor 
would appoint a new judge. 

This bill would require a 
public vote because it involve· 
an amendment to the constitu- 
tion. Although this bill was 

rejected last year. Helms is 
planning to introduce it again 
when the legislature convenes 
in January. Helms expressed 
his belief that the bill will have 
support from the governor and 
more public approval. 

Helms engineered the liq- 
uor by'-the-arink bill, suppor- 
ted tte Equal Rights Amend- 
ment, and legislation such as 

allocating one million dollars 
far * health «an facility, ] 
grants for Spirit Square and a 
new classroom building at 
UNCC, and raising the state 
minimum wage standards to 
equal the federal standards. 

"You've got to be able to put 
in acceptable legislation and 
Ket {hat legislation through tfie 
House and Senate members," 
commented Helms; he conti- 
nued, "One must understand 
the mechanics, know how they 
think and have their respect." 

Helms stated that decisions 
must be made for the best 
interest or good of all the 
people. Pressure from special 
interest groups must not force 
a decision, according to 
Helms. 

A representative "must be 
willing to listen to everybody, 
and that's what I try to de," 
Helms declared. "One has to 
bear what special interest 
groups are saying, but also 

«■ other .groups no one 19 
ying for and take them 

into consideration. 
Boni and raised in char- 

lotte, Parks Helms was grad- 
uated from UNCC and law 
school He has been a lawyer 
for 17 years in the general 
practice of civil and criminal 
law with the law firm of Lane 
and Hill. 

Elected to the House of 
Representatives in 1973, 
Helms has served two terms 
and is seeking a third term. 

He is married to Eleanor 
Helms and has a daughter, IB, 
and two ton, age· 12 and IS. 
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W· want to prov· that Kroger Sa ν-on 
Cott Cutter low prie··, plut weekly 
specials, plus coupon·, too, will ·ονο 

you money and cut your food and drug 
costs. With a purchase of $10.00 or 

mora each week, the coupon below 
will be stamped by your friendly Kroger 
Sov-on checker. On the eighth week, 
December 17 thru December 24, if oil 
spaces are stamped, we will redeem 
this coupon for your choice of a 10 to 12 
pound Grade A frozen turkey or a 4-lb. 
Swift Hostess Canned Ham. So, be sure 
to get it stomped this week and each 
week because we don't want you to 
miss out on this remarkable offer. 
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Just shop with us for the 
next 8 weeks! Purchase *10 
or more each week. Have 
your special bonus coupon 
stamped each week. Collect 
your Turkey or Ham. 
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