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by Bill Johnson
Editor-Publisher
Once again we are approaching
the time when concern-
ed citizens should cast their votes for
“the candidates they think will give
us greater quality in public service.
this quality will require
that we look to the past as one means
of projecting what these candiates
'may do inthe Tufure; that is, how
_effective they will be as public
-servants of the E
;. The Mecklenburg Board of County
: Commissioners, caught-up in dis-
: cord, chaos and personal hostilities
= over the past two years, is in need of
Tsome change in-order to restore the
i'quality needed for effective leader-
'ship and public service.
: Tofill four of the five seats on the
::Commission, we recommend incum-
“bents ELIZABETH G. HAIR (D),
“ROBERT L. WALTON (D), and
inewcomers TOM RAY (D) and
SAM SMITH (R).
Mrs. Hair has demonstrated effec-

during three terms on the Commis-
_-gion. She is

servant, who, with her

~ tolisten, a vast knowledge of county

problems, and the ability to find
solutions, qualifies her for a fourth

- term on the Commisgjon. Whatever

weighed by her strengths and :
fessional abilities. i
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Robert ‘‘Bob’”” Walton, an incum-
bent has shown |

they added to the effectiveness
debates for solutions to —

return to the Commission a business
and public point of view unequaled
by others. '
: Tom Ray, a lawyer and long-time
:political activist, is making his first
:bid for public office. He is consider-
‘ed to be a political conservative.
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A New Blend For Quality

that has benefitted by his labors, He |
has a suprisingly indepth know- |
ledge of county problems, is articu-

a_committed public _tical process.
In'the State House race Meckien-

- assume the sheriff’s duties.

late, knowledgeable and will, along
with Tom Ray, be a welcomed blend
into a revitalized County Commis-
sion.

The lackluster interest in legisla-
tive service is evident by the fact
that only five people offered them-
selves in the Democrat primary for
the four Senate seats representing
Mecklenburg and Cabarrus coun-
ties. These seats in turn will be filled
by four lackluster candidates since

none have outstanding legislative |

accomplishments and all are com-
paratively low key campaigners.

For the four State Senate seats, we A
recommend incumbents FRED

ALEXANDER (D), CRAIG LAW-
ING (D), CAROLYN MATHIS (D),
and newcomer CECIL JENKINS
(D). The
date, Jim McDuffie, ranks a distant
fifth behind our choices and the lone
Republican candidate, Thomas
Ghent, shows little knowledge of
gevernmental operations or the poli-

burg voters have a better chance
to send some people of quality to
Raleigh in selecting eight office
holders from among 12 candidates.
For seven of these eight House seats,
we recommend incumbents PARKS
HELMS (D), BEN TISON (D),
MARYILYN BISSELL (R),
LOUISE BRENNON (D), RUTH
EASTERLING (D), GUS ECONO-
MOS (D), and newcomer PARKS
TODD (D).

Walls For Sheriff

For sheriff of M Coun-

ty, we recommend JOHN KELLY
WALL for two reasons. His 21 years
. of service in the county police
department, retiring as a captain.
should make him adequately m
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through over the past four years.
Our other recommendations are:

-9th Congressional District, JIM

MARTIN (R) :

-Appeals Court Judge, RICHARD C.

IRWIN (D)

-District Court Judge, JAMES E.

independent candi-
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Blacks Can Do For Themselves_.Vote

“WE HAVE BEEN AWAKENED TO
|  JUSTICE BY THE SOUND OF SONGS
i| AND SERMONS, SPEECHES AND
PEACEFUL PEMONSTRATIONS BUT
THE NOBSELESS SECRET YOTE
WILL THUNDER FORTH A HUNDRED
TIMES MORE LOUDLY. *

PRESIDENT JOWNSON

PO

by Bayard Rustin

of the old analogy. Instead of a
“half loaf"’ we received little
more than a few crumbs.

1 thin

Defeatist Congress

measures, we had to fight

|

iencies, it does,
offer some minimal

getting poorer, has sadly
gained renewal validity.

Congress handed us other
defeats as well. We also lost on

key issues like labor law re-
' form, consumer protection,

hospital cost containment, and
public financing of elections.
We abandoned proposals like
national -health insurance,
equitable tax reform and fair
import controls. And we were
compelled to accept a serious-
ly diluted version of our mini-
mum wage proposal. In short,

- we achieved painfully little,
and frequently at enormous
costs.

How, then, does one account

for all these stinging defeats
and miserable disappoint-.

ments, especially when Con-

As attractive as this ‘“‘social
meanness’’ analysis might

ples designed

% health system.

With health costs skyrocketing and [arge
numbers of people outside the makeshift private
and federal health insurance programs, a debate
over a national health program is under way.

The Administration announced a set of princi-
to lead to a more detailed ptl:an, but
those principles have led to strong criticisms.
The principles are vague. And since they call for
a national health plan to be phased in a step at a
time, they invite Congressional distortion and
dilution. )

The only workable national health plan is one
that is universal and comprehensive. Every
citizen should be covered for complete health
care services, and everyone should have equal
access to such services. =

A step in the right direction is embodied in
Senator Edward Kennedy's proposal for a
National Health Insurance Act.

It satisfies the re al
national Health plan have universal and manda-
tory coverage, comprehensive benefits, quality
care for all, and accessibility built-in cost control
features, an essential element of any health

_program in this most inflationary of all sectors of

quirements that a workable

our economy.

Another key element is the involvement of the
private sect-people would be insured by
private insurers operating under federal regula-
tion and oversight.

The Kennedy plan represents a reasonable
compromise between those who would make
only minor changes in the present system and
those who support a sweeping reform of the
entire system that would do away with fee-for
service medicine. It is likely the most advanced
proposal that could be passed today, given the
political realities.

The present health care system is a mess.
Those who can afford quality care can usually
buy it. But for those who are not affluent or
whose work-related insurance coverage is less
than adequate, health care is inferior. The urban

and rural poor are largely outside the health

e system, except for Medicare and Medicaid.

tics cite their flaws,
and stress their escalating costs. But in my view,
with all their faults, they provide evidence that
federal intervention in the health care system is
advisable. :

Before those programs, poor people were
largely cut off from health care. By 1974 though,

poor people were reported to be utilizing

e
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numerous victories since the
sixties.

But the harsh reality is that

blacks are now out of work
than ever before in the nat-

ion’s history. The resurgence

is concerned with the particu-
lar impact which pollution has
on “small children and the

them by voluntary measures
o reduce sun enission such
as broader use of car pools
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